fr? sta « to 
,fnca n to Ur 


TIMES 


http://www.the-times.co.uk 



far a « u ^ 
h^ Pan of ip_ P°ih(nw^ 

_ __ _ _ ____ 

ItlM Prison staff called in as children go on the rampage 
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“Oil look, lie'syasf 
smashed up 
his first celt" 


By Richard Ford 
and Dominic Kennedy 

BRITAIN’S first child jail is under¬ 
going a sweeping overhaul after 
months of turmoil during which 
young offenders wrecked class- 
rooins, their rooms and kitchens. 

More than £100.000 has been 
spent replacing and repairing facili¬ 
ties at the purpose-built Medway Se¬ 
cure Training Centre at Rochester in 
Kent, an investigation by The Times 
has discovered. 

Group 4. whose subsidiary Re¬ 
bound runs the unit, has drafted in 
an eight-strong team of prison offic¬ 
ers and other staff to reassert disci¬ 
pline and support intimidated staff. 

The scale of the problems faring 


the centre, which houses 40 persist¬ 
ent young offenders aged 12 to 14 ai 
a cost of £2,400 a week each, has 
emerged after the departure of 35 of 
the 100 staff—including the head of 
education and head of care. There 
have been 97 assaults on staff, 27 of 
whom needed medical treatment 

The specially toughened bedroom 
windows have been replaced after 
the children smashed them with 
their fists and feet. Wooden doors re¬ 
inforced with steel are being re¬ 
placed after the wood was hacked 
away . CCTV cameras have been de¬ 
stroyed and all bedroom door locks 
replaced. 

Children spend nearly 24 hours a 
day indoors because as soon as they 
are let out they run towards the 


mesh security fences. Two have al¬ 
ready managed to escape and one al¬ 
most reached the M2 on foot. Razor 
wire has been considered for the top 
of the perimeter fence but there are 
fears that even this drastic step 
would not deter such determined 
children from attempting to escape. 

Classes sizes have been cut from 
five to two because the larger groups 
were uncontrollable, and children 
have been given designer clothing 
and access to computer games to 
keep the peace. 

Mike Taylor, a former supervisor, 
said that Medway looked “like Bei¬ 
rut.- kitchen cupboard doors ripped 
off. the plastic around tie dosed cir¬ 
cuit television wrecked, the fridge 
door ripped off. bare wires where 


they had tom light switches from 
the wall and the intercom system 
from their sockets” 

Another former supervisor said: 
The children bite and kick and spit 
and headbutt you. We were like 
lambs to the slaughter. We were told 
to speak to them nicely. These are 
heavy-duty juvenile offenders”. 

Last night MPs and penal reform 
groups demanded that Jack Straw 
review the operation of the centre 
and the policy of putting 12-14 year- 
olds in child jails, designed to Home 
Office specifications. 

Fran Russell, assistant director of 
the Howard League for Penal Re¬ 
form, said: "We believe the whole 
concept is flawed because you are 
placing the most difficult children in 


an institution which is too big. They 
are being locked up and that just 
causes them to kick, and kick hard". 

In spite of the difficulties that 
have engulfed Medway, the Govern¬ 
ment has ordered a rapid expansion 
of secure training centres. Rebound 
has already won a contract for one 
of two new centres opening next 
May. The Home Office wants furure 
units to house up to 60 young crimi¬ 
nals each. 

Rebound is already including the 
lessons learned at Medway into the 
design and construction of its next 
centre in Northamptonshire. The 
third will be run by Premier Prisons 
at Medomsiey in Q> Durham. 

Rebound admits that it has faced 
enormous difficulties and been tak¬ 


en aback by the disruptive behav¬ 
iour of the children, many of whom 
cannot sit still or concentrate for five 
minutes. 

An extra tier of managers is being 
drafted in. a psychologist has been 
employed full-time and additional 
psychiatric support for the children 
is planned. 

A source said: "We have learnt a 
lot since opening in April. 1 do not 
think we should be criticised for 
learning, and learning very quickly 
and tackling things that went 
wrong. Of course, we concede we 
would have done things differently 
but we are dealing with the most dis¬ 
ruptive children in the country'". 

Staff's misery, page 6 
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Revolt 
by Lords 
on party 
lists poll 
plan 

By James Landaue, political correspondent 





THE House of Lords was last 
night locked in a battle of wills 
wro the Government after 
peers threw out for a third 
time an attempt to restrict vot¬ 
er choice in next years Europe¬ 
an elections. 

Ministers accused peers of il¬ 
legitimately challenging the 
constitutional supenority of 
the Commons and said the Bill 
introducing proportional rep¬ 
resentation might have to be 
dropped. But peers voted by 
237 to 194 to give voters the 
right to back individual candi¬ 
dates in next summer's poll. 

The Government insists on 
a so-called “closed list” system, 
in which voters would deter¬ 
mine how many seats a party 
wins but the parties them¬ 
selves would decide which indi¬ 
viduals become MEPs. The 
three main parties have al¬ 
ready selected most of their 
randi dares and placed them 
on preordered lists. 

Labour insisted the defeat 
was fresh evidence of why he¬ 
reditary peers needed to be 
abolished. It said that without 
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the hereditary peers' vote, the 
Government would have won 
by 157 life peers to 99. 

The Tories claimed that a 
cross-party alliance was grow¬ 
ing against dosed lists, which 
was privately supported by 
many Labour peers and MPs. 

Two previous attempts by 
the Lords to reinsen so-called 
“open lists" into the European 
Parliamentary Elections Bill 
have been overturned by the 
Commons. But the Govern¬ 
ment's attempt to compro¬ 
mise, by promising a review of 
the electoral system after the 
poll, failed to win over peers. 

If agreement is not reached 
by the end of next week, when 
the parliamentary session for¬ 
mally ends, the Bill would die. 
This could throw the elections 
into chaos. 

Even if the Government re¬ 
introduced the same Bill laier 
this month and used the Parlia¬ 
ment Act to push it through 
without the Lords’ consent, the 
legislation might still not be 
ready for the June poll. 

Ministers will spend the 
weekend seeking a new. differ¬ 
ently-worded amendment, to 
put before the Commons on 
Monday, and the lords on 
Tuesday. Last night a govern¬ 
ment source insisted there 
would be no compromise on 
the closed-list system. 

But one possible option be¬ 
ing considered is a mixed vot¬ 
ing system which would allow 
voters to back either a party or 
an individual candidate. 

Lord Mac Kay of Ardbreck- 
nish. the Tory constitutional 
spokesman, said’ “1 don't see 

why the country should be sad¬ 
dled by a system designed to 
suit the internal machinery of 
the governing party." 


RUTH RREMSON / AP 



A Jerusalem father helps his daughter try on a gas mask at one of the distribution centres opened in Israel as fears of an Iraqi retaliatory attack grew 


INSIDE 


New hope of 
Ulster deal 

The Government opened the 
way for the first decommis¬ 
sioning of paramilitary weap¬ 
ons in Northern Ireland by 
formally recognising the Loy¬ 
alist Volunteer Force's cease¬ 
fire. 

Mo Mowlam’s announce¬ 
ment raised hopes of a break¬ 
through in the deadlock over 
IRA disarmament that is pre¬ 
venting implementation of die 
peace accord—.._Page 2 

Nursery pair 
in sex ring 

Two nursery teachers who al¬ 
legedly abused more than 60 
children in their care — some 
as young as two—were proba¬ 
bly part of a paedophile ring, 
an investigation of the Shield- 
field nursery In Newcastle 
upon lyne has concluded 
-Page 6 

Expenses check 

Church of England bishops 
are to have their expenses scru¬ 
tinised to see if they really 
need £8 million a year for 
chauffeurs, gardeners, chap¬ 
lains and secretaries.. Page 5 


Britons urged to leave Iraq 
as force looks ‘inevitable’ 


By Michael Evans, Michael Binyon and Jill Sherman 


ALL Britons were given a 
warning yesterday to leave 
Iraq and news organisations 
were told not to send journal¬ 
ists to the country as large- 
scale military attacks ap¬ 
peared inevitable. 

At the same time, the Gov¬ 
ernment issued a dossier to 
every MP outlining Iraq's se¬ 
cret weapons hoard and de¬ 
scribing the potential threat 
from Iraq “if these pro¬ 
grammes are left unchecked”. 

In Israel, from where hun¬ 
dreds of British holidaymak¬ 
ers were being brought home 
by tour companies, the Israeli 
Army's Home Front Com¬ 
mand opened 66 centres to dis¬ 
tribute new and replacement 
gas masks and anti-chemical 
warfare kits to Israeli citizens. 

At Cabinet yesterday, the 
Prime Minister and George 
Robertson. Defence Secretary, 
briefed ministerial colleagues 
on tite latest developments in 
the confrontation with Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein over 


UN weapons inspections. 
Tony Blair said “the next step 
is action” unless the Iraqi Pres¬ 
ident agreed to cooperate. 

Mr Robertson told the Cabi¬ 
net there was evidence Sadd¬ 
am had “weaponised” nerve 
agents and that deadly war¬ 
heads could be produced- Af¬ 
ter the meeting, he spoke of the 
“sad inevitability” of force 
being used if the Iraqi leader 
did not back down soon. 

The dossier to MPS, accom¬ 
panied by a letter signed on 
behalf of Derek Fatchett, the 
Foreign Office Minister, and 
Doug Henderson, the Armed 
Fbrces Minister, stated that 
Saddam's weapons of mass 
destruction were a symbol of 
his power and prestige in the 
region and that he would re¬ 
build his weapons pro¬ 
gramme unless stopped. 

It reminded the MPs that 
until 1995, the Iraqi leader had 
denied having an offensive bio¬ 
logical weapons programme, 
adding: “The quantities of bio¬ 


logical growth media that are 
unaccounted for are enough to 
produce more than three times 
the total amount of anthrax 
Iraq admits to producing." 

Unless stopped, the dossier 
said. Saddam would be capa¬ 
ble of regenerating a chemical 
weapons capability within 
months, and a biological weap¬ 
ons ca p a b ility "within weeks" 

It continued: “A single Said 
missile armed with a VX 
(nerve gas) warhead could 
cause thousands of casualties 
if it hit a crowded city." 

As a further sign of the in¬ 
creasing likelihood of a mili¬ 
tary strike by American and 
British forces, the Govern¬ 
ment urged Britons in Iraq to 
leave immediately; specifically 
naming journalists. Neither in 
1991 before the Gulf war nor 
during the last flare-up — in 
February — were journalists 
singled out 

The Ra reign Office said the 
decision was at the request of 

ministers concerned that the 


Iraqis would not guarantee 
their safety. In another signal 
of imminent airstrikes. the For¬ 
eign Office announced that 
Robin Cook would cancel a 
proposed Middle East visit 
next week if he thought it point¬ 
less. He plans to go to Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia to try to per¬ 
suade them to put pressure on 
Saddam — but only if it was 
felt that they could change 
Saddam's mind. Officials in¬ 
sisted there was no intention 
to seek basing rights. 

However, at the Cabinet 
meeting, Mr Blair said there 
had been a change in the Arab 
world since Kofi Arman. UN 
Seaetary-General. fixed a 
last-minute deal with Saddam 
in Iraq earlier this year to 
avert US force — because of 
progress on Israeti-Paiestinian 
peace talks and a realisation 
that Saddam was “becoming 
more unpredictable”. 

Tourists flee, page 19 
Leading article page 23 
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Irish eyes frown on British wedding guests 


By Audrey Macee 

IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH men and women were 
from holding their 
pnHTuprial reveJleries m Dubbn'S 

^iSjS^hotels and pubs in the 
centreof the Irish capital banned the 
rowdy stag and hen parties after a re- 
3 rt revealed that their behaviour 
Sins hundreds of other tounas off 
Dublin, costing businesses about £57 

n> tS?tan%l be a blow to the thou¬ 


sands of Britons who every weekend go 
to Dublin weekend. The wedding par¬ 
ties, often dressed as priests, nuns or 
sexy nurses, start drinking in the morn¬ 
ing, moving from pub to pub and be¬ 
coming more raucous as the weekend 
wears on. Future brides and grooms 
are regularly stripped and tied to 
lamp-posts while their friends often 
pick fights with pasrers-ty- 
To the revellers, it is all good fun. But 
their behaviour, repeated every week¬ 
end. appals Dubliners who stay away 
from Temple Bar on Friday and Satur¬ 
day nights. 


Now tourism chiefs have discovered 
toat the parties are putting off ottier vis¬ 
itors. A survey published yesterday 
found that 13 per cent of overseas visi¬ 
tors said the stag and hen weekends 
would discourage them from visiting 
Dublin representing a (57 million 
loss in income each year. 

The pubs and hotels have decided 
that the stag and hen parties are not 
worth the loss in custom, since they 
buy nothing but alcohol and spend lit¬ 
tle on accommodation. Three quarters 
of Dublin's hotels already refuse them 
rooms as they break bedroom furni¬ 


ture and disturb the other guests. Lau¬ 
ra Magahy, managing director of foe 
company overseeing Temple Bar devel¬ 
opment said: “We do not want to be 
discourteous to our British neigbours 
wham we welcome to the area but we 
are sick, of seeing people running riot 
taking their clothes off and chaining 
themselves to lamp-posts. 

Martin Keane, owner of Oliver St 
John Gogarty pub in Temple Bar, is 
one of the bars banning the British rev¬ 
ellers. “We have invested heavily in our 
premises and we want to ensure that 
the area will remain attractive,” 
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Lib-Dem who can make up his mind proves a noble exception 



T he Noble Exception 
had entered the Lords 
Chamber some time be¬ 
fore the debate began, but al¬ 
ready it was standing-room 
only. Peers littered the aisles 
and lounged against the rail¬ 
ings. Some sat on the steps to 
the Throne, tike travellers at a 
railway station. One (Lord 
Sewefl actually lay back on 
the Woolsack. Several sat ta 
the gangways, one elderly bar¬ 
on getting down on to the 
floor with such difficulty that, 
when a seat was finally vacat¬ 
ed for him. he was unable to 
get up again. The Noble Ex¬ 


ception surveyed the scene. 
Everybody was there — from 
the functional part of our Con¬ 
stitution. like the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, to the ceremo¬ 
nial part like Melvyn Bragg. 
The dangerous part was there 
too, represented by Lord Teb- 
bh. 

inexplicably. Lord Oonou- 
ghue, the late Harold Wti; 
son's Head of Policy Unit 
wore one black shoe and one 
while Lord Williams of 
Mostyn, the fluent and civi¬ 
lised minister whose cross it is 
to bear the European Parlia¬ 
mentary Elections Bill, stared 


crossly into space Baron Fed- 
Up. 

The Noble Exception need¬ 
ed a seat Just in time for the 
start of the debate on dosed 
lists, a seal was found on the 
Liberal Democrat benches. 
The Noble Exception sat 
down, looking tense. Lord 
M nrkay of Arobrecknish. a 
Conservative former-MP with 
a gracefully posh-Scots ac¬ 
cent opened the batting for 
their Lordships' mutinous 
amendment 

He spoke with elegance and 
humour — and a tight touch: 
for his task was to lure shy 


and undomesticated Cross- 
benchers — creatures whom 
nobody owns, the feme natu¬ 
rae of the Upper Forest — out 
of their mid wood and into 
into an Opposition honey- 
trap. Down with ‘The Mill- 
bank Tendency"! The choice 
before peets was between “the 
people’s choice and the party 
choice!'' declared Lord 
Mackay. as scores of crusty 


old Tory barons behind him 
thrilled to their new-found rev¬ 
erence for the popular will, 
memories of the Smith 
Square Tendency convenient¬ 
ly slipping their minds. 

Mackay coined a new 
phrase. Alongside new La¬ 
bour he now discerned "new" 
Liberal Democrats; for Paddy 
Ashdown’s ermined cavalry, 
groaning under a post-pact 


three-line whip, were grind¬ 
ing teeth and voting with the 
Government Or. rather, most 
of them were. But said 
Mackay. with "a few noble ex¬ 
ceptions”. 

The Noble Exception sat im¬ 
passive tense After Mackay. 
Lord Shore of Stepney spoke 
well, excoriating the dosed 
list suddenly shouting words, 
as my Grandpa used to. Then 
he sat down, to an approving 
general moo. Glancing nerv¬ 
ously at a note the Noble Ex¬ 
ception rose. 

The Earl Russell had 
guessed that to rebel against 


his Party’s docility would cost 
him his front bench job as So¬ 
cial Security Spokesman, but 
he could not stomach the 
dosed list How should he 
vote? **I have never changed 
my mind so many times," said 
the Noble Exception, “I 
changed it five times yester¬ 
day,” he went on. before derid¬ 
ing finally to vote against 
“I had sealed upon abstain¬ 
ing by lunch yesterday.” he 
added — and for a moment 
we feared his Lordship might 
take us through each swing of 
the intellectual see-saw, wob¬ 
ble by wobble, tike one of 


those Sunday Tunes "anato¬ 
my of a crisis" diaries: 7.00anc 
Lord Russeif breakfasts on 
Wectabix and toast discuss¬ 
ing vote with wife Elizabeth. 
723: decides to buckle under. 
&15: telephones a friend and 
changes mind: post arrives — 
But he spared us the chro¬ 
nology. In a short speech as 
drily undramatic as it was 
brave he Jed us within min¬ 
utes to his conclusion. He was 
to make trouble 
He did. He was sacked 
from one of his jobs. Then he 
was unpacked. Somebody 
else can’t make up their mind. 


LVF arms move 
puts pressure 
on Sinn Fein 


By Martin Fletcher, chief Ireland correspondent 


THE Government opened the 
way yesterday for the first de¬ 
commissioning of paramili¬ 
tary weapons in Northern Ire¬ 
land by formally recognising 
the six-month ceasefire of the 
Loyalist Volunteer Force. 

The announcement by Mo 
Mowlam, the Northern Ire¬ 
land Secretary, raised hopes 
of a breakthrough in the dead¬ 
lock over 1RA^ disarmament 
that is preventing implementa¬ 
tion of the Good Friday peace 
accord. 

The LVF has promised to de¬ 
commission a "small but very 
real amount” of weaponry' in 
front of the television cameras 
within two weeks of the Gov¬ 
ernment recognising its cease¬ 
fire and making its two dozen 
prisoners eligible for early re¬ 
lease. Thai will put intense 
pressure on the IRA to follow 
suit, enabling David Trimble 
finally to admit Sinn Fein to 
Northern Ireland’s Govern¬ 
ment 

However Sinn Fein's imme¬ 
diate reaction to Dr Mow¬ 
lam's announcement last 
night was negative. It denied 


LVF disarmament would put 
pressure on the IRA and said 
the LVF ceasefire had to be 
treated with *'a huge dose of 
scepticism”. Mitchel 

McLaughlin, Sinn Fein’s 
chairman, said the Red Hand 
Defenders, a new Loyalist 
group that killed a Catholic in 
Belfast two weeks ago, was a 
“Dag of convenience” for the 
LVF. 

Kenny McClinton. the ter- 
rorist-mrned-pastor who 
speaks for the LVF, confirmed 
that LVF disarmament would 
begin "within a couple of 
weeks” and is to meet John de 
Chastelain, head of the inter¬ 
national disarmament body, 
today. He challenged the IRA 
to match the LVFs disarma¬ 
ment on a one-toten ratio. “If 
you are looking at foe thing 
horn a totally honorable posi¬ 
tion. then .the IRA have got to 
respond.]* 

Mr McCUaton has said that 
all arrangements for the ini¬ 
tial decommissioning of LVF 
weaponry have been agreed 
with General de Chastelain. 
LVF members delivering the 


arms would have immunity. 
Mr McClinton would stay 
with the weapons until they 
were put into a metal shred¬ 
der. probably in Belfast, to en¬ 
sure there was no forensic test¬ 
ing. The first batch is likely to 
consist of a couple of AK-47 as¬ 
sault rifles and other firearms. 

David Trimble, the First 
Minister who had been press¬ 
ing for yesterdays announce¬ 
ment, said he hoped this “posi¬ 
tive step will lead to the start of 
decommissioning. It's now in¬ 
cumbent on everyone to exert 
what influence they have on 
the other paramilitary organi¬ 
sations to make a start" 
Andrew Mackay, the Shad¬ 
ow Northern Ireland Secre¬ 
tary, said he backed the an¬ 
nouncement "This should set 
an example to other paramili¬ 
tary groups who have been 
dragging their feet” 

Dr Mowlam said her deci¬ 
sion was taken on the advice 
of her security advisers and 
was not politically motivated. 
She was satisfied the LVF had 
established “a complete and 
unequivocal ceasefire”. 
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DIANA, Countess of Lindsay, 
holds her five-year-old son 
David at the British Red 
Cross Care in Crisis awards, 
where she received an award 
for saving the life of her son. 
who was lying unconsious in 
a water culvert 
The people of Omagh - the 
Northern Ireland town 
ripped apart by a bomb earli¬ 
er this year - were presented 
with a special community 
award. Representatives from 
the local Omagh hospital and 
council were today presented 


Countess 
honoured 
for rescue 


with awards at a ceremony in 
London. Awards were also 
presented to 16 winners from 
all over the United Kingdom 
for individual acts of bravery 
and care. 

John McKinney, chief exec¬ 


utive of Omagh District Coun¬ 
cil. Glynis Henry, senior 
nurse at Tyrone County Hos¬ 
pital and David Bolton. Direc¬ 
tor of Health and Personal So¬ 
da! Services Trust in Omagh 
collected the accolade on be¬ 
half of the town-The blast on 
August 15 killed 20 people and 
injured more than 200 others. 
The Real IRA said it carried 
out the attack. 

Celebrities Helen Mirren. 
Nerys Hughes. Claire Rayn- 
er. John Stapleton and Angela 
Rippon presented the awards. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Doctor charged with 
two more murders 

A doctor in Greater Manchester appeared before magis¬ 
trates charged with murdering two more of his elderly fe¬ 
male patients. Eariieryesterday police had exhumed a ninth 
body. Harold Shipman. 52. who runs a one-man practice in 
Hyde. Tamesidt has been charged with killing Ivy Lomas, 
63 , and Marie Quinn, 67, in addition to four other murder 
charges. H is appearance before Tameside magistrates came 
hours after detectives exhumed the body of Jean Lilley. 58. 
from Hyde cemetery. He was due to appear at court in seven 
days to be remanded but Dr Shipman was excused having 
to attend. A committal hearing was fixed for January 7. 

Dr Shipman, of Roe Cross Green. Mottram. is alleged to 
have killed Mrs Lomas on May 29 last year and Mrs Quinn 
on November 24. He spoke only briefly to confirm his name 
and address during the five-minute hearing. His wife Prim¬ 
rose. 51, sat at the back of the court. 

Pinochet verdict delayed 

The House of Lords has reserved judgment on whether Gen¬ 
eral Pinochet enjoys, as a former head of state, immunity 
against charges of genocide, terrorism and torture. A panel 
of five senior law lords said that they would deliver then- 
opinion "in due course” on the appeal by the Crown Prosecu¬ 
tion Service on behalf of Spain against a High Court ruling 
that the former Chilean dictator’s arrest was unlawful. The 
judgment is expected next week. 

Fight to keep jail baby 

A prisoner who gave birth under guard has launched a legal 
bid to stop her new-born baby being taken away from her in 
a test case over a mother’s right 10 keep her child in jail. She 
is trying to block a decision to refuse her a place in the moth¬ 
er and baby unit at Holloway prison. North London. Miss 
E. 24. who may not be identified for legal reasons, is serving 
five years for wounding with intent after slashing the face of 
arivaL 

Davies questioned further 

Ron Davies, the former Welsh Secretary, has been ques¬ 
tioned several more times by Scotland Yard detectives inves¬ 
tigating his mugging on an estate in Brixton. South London. 
Investigators need Mr Davies to fill in gaps in his story that 
stretch over three or four hours. One man has been charged 
with robbery and another five people have been questioned 
before being freed on police bail. Today Mr Davies will face 
his constituency party to explain the events. 

Umbrella coverage 

People taking their summer holidays in Britain can now in¬ 
sure against rain. Roth well and Towler. of Devon, will pay 
part of the cost of any holiday in which it rains on at least 
half the days. The cover will not cost holidaymakers any ex¬ 
tra because it comes as part of a holiday-cancellation pack¬ 
age sold through hotels for about E1Q for a family. The poli¬ 
cies are underwritten by Eagle Star and will cover all parts 
of the country, not just foe drier south. 


Severed spinal cord 
‘glued’ together 


Whitehall considers more 
pay for good teachers 

By Victoria Fletcher and Jill Sherman 


By Nigel Hawk es 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

SCIENTISTS have repaired 
severed spinal cords by using 
a new technique to fuse the 
broken ends together. 

The development is so far 
confined to test-tube experi¬ 
ments with spinal cords from 
guinea pigs but is intended ul¬ 
timately to benefit spinal inju¬ 
ry victims such as the actor 
Christopher Reeve, who was 
paralysed in a riding accident. 

The researchers say it is the 
fust time the severed spinal 
cords of mammals have been 


ghen back thrirability to trans¬ 
mit electrical nerve impulses. 

Spinal cords were removed 
from guinea pigs. cut. and 
fused together with polyethyl¬ 
ene glycol, a water-soluble 
polymer used in medicines 
and cosmetics. 

Tests showed that all the re¬ 
paired cords were able to con¬ 
duct an electric current simu¬ 
lating nerve messages. Rich¬ 
ard Borgens. professor of de- 
vclopmcmalanaiomyat Pur¬ 
due University, in West Lafay¬ 
ette. Indiana- said: "This tech¬ 
nique is likely to be useful in 
creating recent injuries.” 


TEACH ERS’ pay may be part¬ 
ly linked to their schools’ re¬ 
sults under radical proposals 
being considered by minis¬ 
ters. Whitehall sources said 
yesterday. 

Schools would be rewarded 
for reaching government tar¬ 
gets. such as for improved 
exam results, reduced truancy 
and exclusions, and an in¬ 
creased number of pupils stay¬ 
ing on at school after 16. 

It is thought that head teach¬ 
ers would be expected to feed 


the extra money as bonuses 
into a “modernised’’ salary 
structure, to be outlined in a 
consultation document next 
month. 

Doug McAvpy. leader of the 
National Union of Teachers, 
said such a system would not 
be a fair measure of a teach¬ 
ers skills. "The measure of 
quality of a teacher cannot be 
based on the results of pupils.” 

However, filter Smith, gen¬ 
eral secretary of the Associa¬ 
tion of Teachers and Lectur¬ 


ers. said: “What's wrong with 
the country investing in suc¬ 
cess. given that we ensure 
that less successful schools are 
getting the money they need 
too?” 

Whitehall sources last night 
described reports of the 
scheme as “speculative” but 
confirmed that school results 
could play some part in deter¬ 
mining teachers’ pay. A tough 
new system of appraisal is ex¬ 
pected to the main method of 
setting teachers’ pay. 
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Slip of a pen 
gave away 

£90,000 fraud 
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A WOMAN with one O level 
who lied to get a top accountan¬ 
cy job was jailed yesterday for 
defrauding her employers out 
of almost E90.Q00 pounds to 
fopd a lavish lifestyle, includ¬ 
ing buying a Ferrari. 

A slip of the pen finally 
caught out Ruther Ferraro 
when one wrong digit in her 
accounting led to an investiga¬ 
tion that exposed massive 
fraud. Rararo’s brother. R?ter 
JVJcNeil, alias James Lawson, 
was an informer who was shot 
dead ten years ago after betray¬ 
ing a Mafia drugs gang. 

Helen McGregor, for the 
prosecution, told Reading 
Crown Court that Ferraro 
used 14 cheques to swindle 
more than £87.919 out of Bor¬ 
land International UK. m Twy- 
ford. Berkshire. The unquali¬ 
fied accountant got the job or fi¬ 
nance manager by lying exten¬ 
sively on her CV. 

After being recruited, she 
left the company on a salary of 
almost £642500 for another job 
with a higher salary. She also 
defrauded her new bosses of 
mbre than E7I6. The offences 
were committed between June 
1995 and November 1997. 

The court was told that Fter- 
raro, from Crandall. Hamp¬ 
shire, bad one O level and had 
acquired her experience as a 
trainee accountant with the 
electronics company Racal 
when she left school at 18. 

Ferraro, who had been au- 


By Helkn Johnstone 

thorised to deal with cheques 
up to ihe value or £15.000. car¬ 
ried out the frauds by using 
manually created cheques 
paid into her own account and 
covering up the payments by 
forging invoices. She was 
caught out by a tiny mistake 
when her successor queried a 
difference of E20 on one al¬ 
tered invoice in which she had 
mixed up two figures, writing 
282 instead of 262. 

Ferraro had earlier admit¬ 
ted obtaining a pecuniary ad¬ 
vantage by deception relating 
to her CV and false account¬ 
ing. She asked for a further 
nine false accounting charges 
to be taken into consideration. 



Ferraro: used some of 
money to buy a Ferrari 


As well as buying cars, McGre¬ 
gor told the court that she used 
the money to pay off credit 
card debts and fund holidays, 
including a weekend in Mona¬ 
co costing more than £4.400. 

Michael Giedhiil. defend¬ 
ing. said that Ferraro could re¬ 
pay £30,000 immediately and 
could probably raise another 
£382500 by selling her Ferrari. 

He said that Ferraro had got 
into severe financial difficul¬ 
ties despite her relatively large 
salaries because she had never 
been able to manage her per¬ 
sonal finances: “She knew 
without that CV she would not 
get the job with Borland.She 
had to be seen to be successful 
in her professional life." 

Jailing her for 2 1 /? years. 
Judge Stanley Spence said: 
“You, by way of a deliberate 
falsification of a CV, obtained 
for yourself employment at 
Borland that of itself maybe ar¬ 
gued to be not particularly seri¬ 
ous because in essence you are 
a very intelligent lady. Bor¬ 
land got precisely what they 
wanted, you gave them a good 
service so your intelligence is 
in fact a mitigating factor and 
an aggravating factor." 

Ferraro was jailed for 12 
months for her CV fraud and 
30 months for the other charg¬ 
es, to run concurrently. She 
was also ordered to hand over 
the E30.000 as compensation, 
plus the proceeds from the sale 
of the Ferrari. 
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‘Cock-up’ 
put paid 
to £7m 
drug haul 

By Adam Fresco 

THE careers of a gang of drug 
smugglers came to an abrupt 
end when their lorry contain¬ 
ing £728 million of heroin her 
came wedged in the Blackwafl 
Tunnel under the Thames 
causing traffic chaos. 

With the lorry firmly -stuck, 
the “cock-up” factor, as the 
prosecution called it, contin¬ 
ued Two accomplices in a sep¬ 
arate car arrived to see what 
had happened and were inter¬ 
cepted by a Customs surveil¬ 
lance vehicle, Southwark 
Crown Court was told 
At the start everything had 
gone to plan. The articulated 
lorry, bought months earlier 
at auction, was fitted with a 
false fuel tank. Inside was a se¬ 
cret compartment to hide the 
65.84kg consignment Mustafa 
Karinca is believed to have col¬ 
lected in Turkey. 

Customs officers at Dover 
had failed to detect anything 
wrong when he arrived from 
Zeebrugge, Belgium, in Febru¬ 
ary this year. However, cus¬ 
toms investigators were follow¬ 
ing his colleagues, the gang 
leader. Hamid Shamsollahi. 
38. a businessman from fran 
based in Amsterdam, and Ko- 
rkut Eris. 40, as they drove to 
meet him on the M2. 

Shamsollahi and Kannca. 
50, from Istanbul, Turkey, 
were convicted on one count of 
smuggling. They and Turkish- 
born “Eris, a minicab driver 
from Holloway. North Lon¬ 
don, who admitted the charge, 
will be sentenced on Monday. 

Fere tin Eren. 23, a Turkish 
national living in Edmonton, 
North London, was found not 
guilty after insisting he had 
had no idea what the others 
were up to. 


Police look for 
fifth body in 
murder hunt 


By Russell Jenkins 

POLICE have been digging 
up barren moorland on the 
southern *coakt of the Isle of 
Man as part of a murder ire 
quiry into the deaths of at 
least four pensioners. 

They are wary of revealing 
exactly what they have been 
looking for along Mull Hill 
for the past three days, "but it 
is linked to a search for a 
youth known as Kevin B. 

The investigation began on 
the mainland on at the end of 
last month when Eric Board- 
man. 76, and his wife Joan, 74, 
were discovered dead at their 
home in Bispham. Blackpool 
by their daughter. 

Earlier this month Stephen 
Akinmurele, 20. appeared be¬ 
fore Blackpool magistrates 
charged with their murders. 

The subsequent investiga¬ 
tion led to him being charged 
with killing Jemima Cargill, 
75 , his former landlady, who 
died in a house fire in Black¬ 
pool on October 2 

Mr Akinmurele lived on the 
Isle of Man two years ago. On 
Monday he appeared again 
before magistrates to be 
charged with the death of Dor¬ 
othy Harris. 68, who died in a 
house fire in Ball as at La on the 
.island in February 1996. 

Police are continuing to 
question Mr Akinmurele 
about Mrs Cargill’s sudden 
death. They know that a youth 
called Kevin, with a surname 
beginning with B. was also 
staying there and has since 
disappeared. 

police have also continued 
they are re-examining files on 
fatal fires in the Blackpool 
area during the past two years. 
As a result of the growing in¬ 


quiry, detectives want to find 
the owners of a large haul of 
jewellery which, they say, was 
found in several locations all 
linked to Mr Akinmurele. 

Officers from , the Isle of 
Man Constabulary returned 
from a briefing in Blackpool 
to set up a murder incident 
room in Douglas. They imme¬ 
diately set the land search in 
motion. 

As a result of information 
gleaned from the mainland in¬ 
vestigation. they were able to 
look once again at a sudden 
death recorded by a coroner 
as “misadventure". They are 
also looking again at the only 
unsolved murder on the is¬ 
land. that of pensioner Maijo- 
rie Ashton, found strangled at 
her home in Ballasalla on 
May 1.1995. 

Inspector Guy Pickard said; 
“Some other deaths are also 
being very closely re-exam¬ 
ined and these inquiries are 
likely to take some time. 

“We are actively searching 
an area of hill top on the south¬ 
ern part of the island looking 
for evidence as a result of in¬ 
formation coming out of the in¬ 
quiry. We are working closely 
with Lancashire police. 

“We are looking for evi¬ 
dence but we are ready not 
sure what we are likely to 
find. This is the third day of 
search and it is continuing." 

It is understood that a po¬ 
lice dog trained in the recov¬ 
ery of bodies is travelling 
from Lancashire to the Isle erf 
Man to help with the search. 

Mr Akinmurele, who 
moved to Blackpool from the 
Isle of Man two years ago, 
will reappear before magis¬ 
trates in foe town on Novem¬ 
ber 17. 
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Bird-lover manages to 
duck out of trouble 


BY Simon de Bruxellks 

Die fine was rescinded by 
council officials. But they 
save warning that in future 
anyone caught feeding the 
birds could face the same 
penalty. 

Chris’s mother wrote an 
angry letter to Neath Port 
Talbot Council objecting to 

^*She said “As a family we 
have always fed birds — irs 
a nice thing 

in the winter. Chns « 
plained to the waiden dnt 
all the crumbs would be eat 
en by the ducks, so there 

nne. even wouldbenomes-Butthe i 

pointed out to him ter warden issued him with 

rycrumb was being eaten by £ ^«po. fine. It was 

‘‘tttfCTdky. after a prate* "g^f^ritonFeny.Gla- 
by the teenagers parent. —— 


FEEDING the ducks on 
Sunday mornings in ine 
park may never be thesame 
again after a teenageren- 
Smuered a less frtendty 

creatnrelurktogin the bush¬ 
es. Chris Davies. J6, was 
pounced on by a , " rer h ^[ 
Sen as he threw bread 

crumbs on the River Dubis. 

near his home m Neath. 

S ne^plSablewaijtien^ 
eased the startled business 
Ssaudent of littering 

fine, even though .t vras 


morgan. said: “I was 
amazed when he fined me. 1 
often feed the ducks. I tried 
to be polite but he wouldn't 
listen to me. There’s no way 
I could afford to pay £25 be¬ 
cause I'm in college.” 

Litter has been a priority 
for the council since a survey 
of residents disclosed that it 
was a major concern Any¬ 
one seen dropping rubbish 
can now be fined £25 on die 
spot by wardens employed 
as part of the crackdown. 

A council spokesman 
said: “If we followed the let¬ 
ter of the law. throwing 
bread for the birds could be 
seen as littering but we have 
decided to give the boy the 
benefit of the doubt” 



Computer game 
firm tries to zap 
film censors 


By Helen Johnstone 


The player who kills most pedestrians and animals fastest gets most points 


THE publishers of a contro¬ 
versial computer game have 
asked the High Court to force 
British film censors to classify 
it so that it can be in the shops 
in time for Christmas. 

The British Board of Him 
Classification has delayed giv¬ 
ing a certificate for a trailer 
for the game, Carmageddon 
II: Carpocalypse Now, after 
taking the unprecedented step 
of consulting child psycholo¬ 
gists over its potential effect 
on consumers. 

The game, in which pedes¬ 
trians and animals can be 
maimed or killed in an explo¬ 
sion of blood and limbs, is a 
sequel to the hugely success¬ 
ful Carmageddon which has 
sold 600,000 copies world¬ 
wide since its release a year 
ago. Both games are loosely 
inspired by the 1975 cult so- 
film Deathrace2000. directed 
by Roger Corman. 

A version of the game, in 
which zombies with green 
blood replace people, went on 
sale earlier this month with a 
15 certificate, it has been li¬ 
censed by the separate Euro¬ 
pean Leisure Software Pub¬ 
lishers’ Association which 
wants classification to be tak¬ 
en out of (he BBFCs hands. 

Lawyers for the publishers 
of the video game. Sales 
Curve Interactive, have ap¬ 
plied to the court for an order 
requiring the BBFC to grant 
an 18 certificate to a four- 
minute trailer of the “full 
gore" version. The order 


would force the BBFC to 
reach a decision on the trailer, 
which has now been with it 
for more than two months. 

A spokesman for the BBFC 
said the game was still being 
assessed by child psycholo¬ 
gists, in the first referral of its 
kind by British censors. He 
added: “The problem with this 
game is that it awards points 
for killing people." 

The games have been creat¬ 
ed by Stainless Software, 
whose director, Neil Bamden, 
readily admitted it was gory. 

but added: "Everything is 

done for comic effect,' and noth¬ 
ing is created to be malicious. 
We are responsible people and 
just wouldn't create such a 
game if we felt people were go¬ 
ing to copy it in real life." 



Bamden: said game was 
created for comic effect 
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Autumn is the perfect time to 
plan a spacious new bedroom with 
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Church is to 
check bishops’ 
£8m expenses 


TTiE expenses of the Church 
of England’s bishops are to be 
scrutinised to see if they really 

need nearly £8 million a year 
to pay for chauffeurs, garden¬ 
ers, chaplains and teams of sec¬ 
retaries. 

The wide-ranging review 
will examine their “staffing 
and equipment needs" for the 
next millennium. 

It was set up by the Arch¬ 
bishops of Canterbury and 
York and follows growing con¬ 
cern at the rising costs of main¬ 
taining the church’s 108 bish¬ 
ops, many of whom live in 
large palaces. 

The cost of episcopal admin¬ 
istration.^ paid by the church 
commissioners, has risen 
from £3.9 million in 1988 to 
£8.1 million last year. 
£4.9 million was spent on 
staffing costs and £3 million 
on other working expenses. 

Meanwhile, the amount of 
money given by the commis¬ 
sioners to support the ministry 
of the country’s 9,500 stipendi¬ 
ary clergy fell from £57.4 mil¬ 
lion to £19-5 million between 
1988 and 1997. 

The cost of dergy pensions 
has almost doubled over the 
same period, to £811 million, 
a sum paid entirely by the com¬ 
missioners. 

Most of the bishops'expens¬ 
es — 84 per cent — goes on 
staff and the rest on equip¬ 
ment. hospitality and travel. 
Diocesan bishops receive the 
healing, lighting, cleaning, 
house and garden items they 
need to keep the business of be¬ 
ing a bishop running smooth¬ 
ly and effidently. 

All working costs will be ex¬ 
amined to establish die bish¬ 
ops’ staffing and equipment 
needs for the next century. A 
spokesman for the church com¬ 
missioners said: ‘The review 
is to do with working costs, it 
is not to do with fringe bene¬ 
fits. 

"Bishops do not receive 
fringe benefits. The bishops’ 
costs are a statutory charge on 
the commissioners. If we did 


Review will look 
at staff needs 
and living costs 
for the next 
century, writes 
Ruth Gledhill 

not meet them, the dioceses 
would have to meet them. Eve¬ 
ryone is trying to make sure 
the resources are used in the 
best possible way." 

The wide-ranging review, 
launched by Dr Carey along 
with the Archbishop of York. 
Dr David Hope, will be 
chaired by Anthony Mellows, 
emeritus professor of law at 
London University and a com¬ 
mitted Anglican.. 

Professor Mellows de¬ 
scribed the review as “vital to 
the future good of the 
Church's ministry." 

He said: “I am assembling a 
team with comprehensive ex¬ 
pertise and broad experience. I 
am especially pleased to serve 
in this way the leaders of the 
Church in which 1 have so hap¬ 
pily worshipped for so many 
years." 

The working party will not 
consider the subject of bish¬ 
ops' stipends, which average 



Baker he urged a more 
modest lifestyle for bishops 


out at between £23,000 and 
£27,000. nor housing. Neither 
will it look ai ihe costs of bish¬ 
ops' palaces, currently being 
scrutinised in a separate re¬ 
view which is nearing comple¬ 
tion. 

Instead, the independent 
committee, which has been set 
up outside the auspices of the 
church commissioners, will 
concentrate on "resource 
needs facing the leadership of 
the Church of England for the 
new millennium and beyond." 
Professor Mellows will report 
directly to the two Archbish¬ 
ops in 2000. 

Norman Baker, Liberal 
Democrat MP for Lewes, who 
has asked at least ten oral and 
written questions in the House 
of Commons on die subject of 
bishops* expenses, welcomed 
the review. 

He said: “It is hardly consist¬ 
ent with the Christian ethic for 
bishops to cost so much and to 
employ chauffeurs and garden¬ 
ers. A more modest lifestyle 
would better reinforce the ba¬ 
sic tenets of Christianity." 

A spokeswoman for Dr 
Carey, who has one personal 
secretary and seven senior 
staff, ail with their own secre¬ 
taries, said the review was not 
intended to examine bishops' 
current expenses. 

She said: ‘'This is a proac¬ 
tive move to make sure the 
Church of England is properly 
resourced for die new millenni¬ 
um." 

She said not all bishops had 
drivers, some preferring to 
drive themselves. Those who 
did have drivers used their 
time in the bade of the car to 
write sermons or catch up on 
administrative and other es¬ 
sential work. 

She added: ‘This is a very 
positive look at the Church's 
ministry at a time of growing 
demand. 

"It is not looking at what 
they are using now, h is look¬ 
ing at what they are going to 
need in future in terms of staff¬ 
ing and equipment" 
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Extra cash 
for schools 
to hire 
bilingual 
helpers 


Mike Fitzgerald encouraged students to teach themselves. Inspectors said standards were the worst they had come across 


By Victoria Fletcher 

BRITAIN'S youngest and 
most eccentric university vice- 
chancellor. who sported feath¬ 
ery bleached hair and a loz¬ 
enge-shaped earring, yester¬ 
day resigned from Thames 
VfcDcy University after becom¬ 
ing the first victim of a new 
quality inspection team. 

Mike Fitzgerald. 47, whose 
rare sense of coiffure won him 
the title of worst haircut on tel¬ 
evision. established his zany 
reputation after endorsing di¬ 
plomas in kite flying and rock 
music and encouraging the 
university to sponsor a Brent¬ 
ford FC football match. 

But yesterday higher educa¬ 
tion watchdogs declared that 
standards at the university 
were the worst they had ever 
come across and were now 
“under threat”. 

The Quality Assurance 
Agency for Higher Education 


Vice-chancellor 
quits as university 
fails inspection 


has said there was evidence 
that the university, based at 
campuses in Ealing and 
Slough, fell short of the crite¬ 
ria for awarding its own de¬ 
grees. It stated foal "it is vital 
steps are taken urgently to pro¬ 
tect the interests of current stu¬ 
dents and to secure public con- 
fidence in the university”. 

During his seven- year ten - 
oxe at the university, formerly 
the Polytechnic of West Lon¬ 
don. Mr Fitzgerald pioneered 
a revolutionary style of learn¬ 
ing, in which pupils taught 
themselves at their own pace. 


ft caused outrage among staff. 
Upon reading the report 
which sources at the agency de¬ 
scribed as the most “distinctly 
unusual” they tad written. Mr 
Fitzgerald stepped down. "1 
have done tins in the interests 
of the university and its contin¬ 
uing development" he said. 

The report found “some evi¬ 
dence that the university may 
have lost sight of some basic 
principles of quality assur¬ 
ance which should be com¬ 
monplace in an institution 
with independent degree- 
awarding powers”. The QAA 


emphasised, however, that 
there was “no evidence that in¬ 
dividual students have been 
awarded degrees they should 
have failed". Once granted by 
the Privy CoundL a universi¬ 
ty's degree-awarding powers 
cannot be withdrawn. In¬ 
stead. the agency said the uni¬ 
versity required “independent 
supervision to direct its recov¬ 
ery and secure the standard of 
hs awards”. 

The Higher Education 
Funding Council for England 
today appointed a team led by 
Sir William Taylor, former 
vice-chancellor of the Univer¬ 
sity of Hull, and Mr Quentin 
Thompson, of the accountants 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. to 
oversee an action plan for the 
university. It wul involve 
monthly checks on the finan¬ 
cial viability of the university, 
at which the intake of under¬ 
graduates this year was 30 per 
cent below target. 


By Victoria Fletcher 

SCHOOLS wiih a large 
number of ethnic minority pu¬ 
pils are to be given extra mon¬ 
ey to employ bilingual class¬ 
room assistants, the Govern¬ 
ment announced yesterday. 

Schools will also be expected 
to draw up action plans of how 
to improve their teaching of 
such children. 

David BlunketL the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary, said that an ex¬ 
tra £430 mbiian is to be spent 
on the teaching of minorities 

over the next three years after 

extensive research has shown 
that black and Asian pupils 
are more likely to underper¬ 
form than their white counter- 
pans. Specific help for these 
groups, which had already 
cost £138.5 million this year, 
was vital to raising standards. 

"Children from ethnic mi¬ 
norities are an important and 
vibrant part of today's Britain 
and it is vital that we ensure 
they have the same opportuni¬ 
ties as everyone else” he said. 
“Many Asian children achieve 
very good results — better 
than average.” 

But too many children from 
ethnic minorities were under¬ 
performing. “If you are black 
or of Pakistani or Bangladeshi 
origins, your chance of gain¬ 
ing five good GCSEs is half 
that of white pupils.” 

He said that the money 
would go directly to schools to 
enable them to employ more 
teachers and teaching assist¬ 
ants to work with their local 
communities. 

The Education Department 
said that bilingual classroom 
assistants would not teach pu¬ 
pils in their native language 
but they would be able to help 
those who were struggling to 
understand English. 

Statistics show that only 23 
per cent of Pakistani/Bangla¬ 
deshi and blade young people 
gain at least five GCSEs at 
grades A-C compared with 46 
per cent of whites. Indians and 
Chinese, however, perform bet¬ 
ter than whites. 

Leading article, page 23 
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Jail staff tell of 
misery inflicted 
by children 

By Dominic Kennedy and Richard Ford 


IT WAS a brave experiment: 
lake some of the toughest chil¬ 
dren in the country, put them 
together into a caring domes¬ 
tic environment, and encour¬ 
age them to face up to the er¬ 
rors of their ways. 

The philosophy of Britain's 
first privately run children’s 
jail was summarised in the 
name of the Group 4 company 
which runs it — Rebound 
ECD, standing for Education. 
Care, Discipline. 

Hopes were high when the 
first children, aged 12 to 14. ar¬ 
rived in April. The staff of 100 
had been carefully chosen for 
their cool tempers. Some were 
custody officers, social work¬ 
ers. teachers and nurses. Oth¬ 
ers wanted to work with chil¬ 
dren. their only previous expe¬ 
rience being leading Scout 
packs. 

Seven months on. the Med¬ 
way Secure Training Centre in 
Rochester, Kent, is in turmoil. 
When the children, who had to 
be addressed as “trainees" 
rather than “inmates", arrived 
they expected a harsh regime, 

“They were all really fright¬ 
ened and scared." said a wom¬ 
an supervisor, who left after 
being thumped by a girl. “We 
were all very naive and idealis¬ 
tic. We were told that they 


would be disturbed children 
and that we would be able to 
make a difference to them." 

Mike Tayfor. 46. a training 
supervisor who was paid 
E17.000 a year, said: “My job 
was to deUver a crime-avoid¬ 
ance programme. It was sup¬ 
posed to be an hour a day. 
They just said, ’P** off. we’re 
not doing it_* They ripped the 
paper up. broke pens or pen¬ 
cils and tipped the tables over. 

‘The only way I could get 
their attention was to ask them 
to tell me about crime. They ed¬ 
ucated me about fake Rotates 
and burglary. 

“I watched a young man 
completely trash a classroom. 
He broke every pane of glass 
after barricading a door and 
then went on to break tables, 
chairs and filing cabinets. He 
used a leg broken from a table 
as a weapon and gouged pias¬ 
ter out of the wall. 

"I got bitten three times by a 
girl who chewed my left arm 
because 1 told her not to pull a 
blind down.” 

He left in July because of 
family problems. “When ir 
first started they had high ide¬ 
als but 1 became disappointed 
because the back-up was not 
there, and we were not pre¬ 
pared for dealing with such vi¬ 


olent young people.” Another 
ex-employee said: 'The place 
was built like a school and un¬ 
fortunately it should have 
been built like a prison." 

Up to 40 children are looked 
after in two banana-shaped, 
two-storey blocks. Their 
rooms, which staff are forbid¬ 
den from calling cells, have 
en-suite showers. Some of the 
children have left taps run¬ 
ning all day. after blocking the 
drains with paper to cause 
floods. 

“We took the knobs off the 
cookers so they used their 
teeth to turn the cookers on 
and set fire to paper." an ex¬ 
employee said. 

They are allowed outdoors 
only when moving between 
buildings, in case they try to es¬ 
cape over the two perimeter 
fences, which are 4.8 metres 
high. Two children escaped by 
scaling the fine mesh fences, 
taking only three minutes, as 
staff watched in astonishment 

The regime was flawed be¬ 
cause the staff who were ex¬ 
pected to nurture the children 
also had to lock them in their 
rooms. “You had to be every¬ 
thing: their care worker, their 
friend, in loco parentis, and 
you still had to bang them up 
at night whether they wanted 
to go or not” said the woman 
ex-empfoyee. 

A riot in June proved the 
turning point A supervisor 
said: “I cheered when the po¬ 
lice arrived ” The officers wore 
riot gear and brought dogs. The 
staff were in their uniforms. 
“The police were amazed that 
we were supposed to deal with 
it in a green polo shirt and a 
pair of beige trousers." 

Afterwards, prison warders 
from Liverpool were brought 
in. A former supervisor said: 
"You know what prison offic¬ 
ers do: they get you in a hold 
and they can hurt you. They 
are die only ones the kids have 
any respect for." 

A spokeswoman for Re¬ 
bound denied that prison offic¬ 
ers used extra force: “There 
are very dear rules of engage¬ 
ment because of the age 
group. The children know 
their rights." 


DAY IN THE LIFE OF A YOUNG OFFENDER 


Monday to Friday 

730: woken by staff, bed¬ 
rooms tidied, breakfast 
8.50: gym and lessons. 
1030: mid-morning break. 
12.00: back to living units. 
1115: two units lunch, two 
others wash and iron 
dothes. 

1230: two other units to 
lunch. 

1230-1330: inmates escort¬ 
ed bad: to education block. 
1630-17.15: back in house 
unit, homework, supervised 
visits. 

17.15: evening meaL 
1830: sodal education 
aimed at improving commu¬ 
nication skills, learn team¬ 
work sports. 


1830-2030: supervised vis¬ 
its. 

2030: inmates badt to liv¬ 
ing units. 

2030-2130: supper. Meet¬ 
ings with staff on achieving 
targets. 

2130: bedtime. 

22.00: lights out 

Weekend routine 

8.00: woken, beds made, 
breakfast, dishes washed. 
9.00-21.00: work to deal 
with anti-social behaviour, 
family visits, five-a-side foot¬ 
ball, basketball and individ¬ 
ual counseliing. 

21.00: meetings with train¬ 
ers to look at problems. 
22.00: lights out. 




Last resort for boy who 
kept defying the law 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


LEE is 14 and already has a 
criminal record stretching 
back years. 

He arrived at the training 
centre after being convicted of 
16 serious offences induding 
burglary, theft, assault ana 
taking and driving away. A 
further 51 other offences were 
taken into consideration by 
magistrates who ordered him 
to attend Medway Secure 
Training Centre. 

Lee had seven previous con¬ 
victions but for years had re¬ 
garded himself as beyond the 
reach of the law. He believed 
that he was “untouchable". 

He had previously been giv- 
en three supervision orders, a 
community sentence that is 
the last chance before being 
locked up. Under the supervi¬ 
sion order an offender is re¬ 
quired to attend courses, such 


as drug treatment, or can be 
given tuition at home. 

Lee had been formally 
breached twice for failing to 
comply with the terms of the 
order and had a long history 
of running away from local 
authority homes. His youth 
justice worker wrote in a pre¬ 
sentence report that there was 
a risk that be would reoffend¬ 
ing unless he was put in a se¬ 
cure environment 

In spite of this warning to 
the court the report saict ”| 
would ask the court to consid¬ 
er dealing with him by means 
of a new supervision order." 

Lee (which is not his real 
name) had minimum contact 
with his mother. Although she 
was supportive of him. she re- 
conglsed that he was beyond 
her control. He had had no 
contact with his father for sev¬ 


eral years. The case is typical 
of the 60 children aged 12-14 
who have been through Med¬ 
way. 

Many are illiterate, though 
adept at using computers. 
One 15-year-old had beat play¬ 
ing truant or been excluded 
from school, for six years. 

Figures show that on aver¬ 
age each of the 60 children 
had spent three years either 
playing truant or excluded 
from school before arriving at 
Medway and each had been 
convicted of an average seven 
serious offences. One 12-year- 
old had 15 convictions. 

Fifty-four of the 60 had 
been in care immediately be¬ 
fore being sent to Medway. 
Forty-five of the 54 had run 
away from care in the past 
and 42 of the 54 had records of 
violence. 
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Ministers 
to outlaw 

‘cannibal’ 

pig feed 

By Michael Hornsby, agriculture correspondent 


TIGHTER controls on feed for 
pigs and poultry were pro¬ 
posed by the Government yes¬ 
terday to prevent the possible 
recycling of disease. 

'The proposals would ban 
tl?e use of the remains of any 
mammals in pig swill and 
stop pig slaughterhouse waste 
and petfood waste being fed to 
pigs. 

! The Government is also con¬ 
sulting on whether to continue 
allowing catering waste con¬ 
taining pig or poultry material 
to be fed to pigs and poultry. 

; Jeff Rooker, the Food Safety 
Minister, said the measures 
would strengthen existing safe¬ 
guards on the disposal of ani¬ 
mal waste. 

“We want to make sure thai 
all those involved in the 
processing and disposal of ani¬ 
mal waste understand their re¬ 
sponsibilities,’' he said. 

New construction and hy¬ 
giene standards are also being 
proposed for knackers’ yards, 
where injured livestock are dis¬ 
posed of. 

The measures reflect height¬ 
ened concern about animal 
feeding practices since the 
emergence of BSE. particular¬ 
ly the “cannibalism’’ involved 
in feeding animals the re¬ 
mains of their own species. 

BSE is thought to have 
passed to cattle in feed contain¬ 
ing the remains of sheep infect¬ 
ed with scrapie, and then to 
have been spread through the 
cattle herd in meat and bone- 
meal made from cattle re¬ 
mains. Such feed has been 
banned for cattle and sheep 
since 1988. 

Nigel Rowe, a pig fanner in 
Essex and vice-chairman of 


the National Farmers' Union's 
pig committee, said: “l do not 
think that these measures will 
add to our costs or cause any 
great problems as most pig 
farmers will be complying 
with them already." 

The Government also yester¬ 
day called on sheep farmers to 
co-operate in a survey to estab¬ 
lish the incidence of scrapie, a 
disease similar 10 BSE. 

About 500 cases of scrapie, a 
notifiable disease, are con¬ 
firmed each year but it is sus¬ 
pected that the true incidence 
of the disease may be up to ten 
times higher. 

Scrapie has existed for centu¬ 
ries without causing humans 
known harm, but scientists are 
worried that BSE may have 
passed from cattle to sheep and 
be disguised as scrapie. 

□ The European Commission 
yesterday called for a ban on 
the use of four antibiotics in an¬ 
imal feed. The Commission 
said it was acting on evidence 
that the antiobiotics. used 
mainly as growth promoters 
in pigs and poultry, may be 
linked to growing human re¬ 
sistance to the drugs. 

The NFU said: "We would 
be concerned by an immediate 
ban on these antiobiotics. 
which could affecr the welfare 
of pigs and poultry. We have 
seen no hard scientific evi¬ 
dence that their use has 
caused antibiotic-resistance in 
humans.’’ Veterinary officials 
will decide later in the year 
whether to impose a ban. 

The EU has already banned 
15 antibiotics from animal feed. 
The new four are bacitracin 
zinc, spiramycin, virginiamy- 
dn and tysolin phosphate. 



Well-heeled kick off 
show to aid homeless 



Melanie Chisholm and her customised £S0 Air Max 



The adidas Trident TRs donated by the DJ Zoe Ball 



Noel Gallagher gave his £30 Converse All Stars 


Choristers from the Royal Op¬ 
era gathered outside 10 
Downing Street yesterday to 
stage a musical protest for 
more funds for the house 
(Datya Alberge writes). Si¬ 
mon Callow, the actor and di¬ 
rector. and Sir Edward 
Downes, die house's princi¬ 
pal conductor, also joined in 
the rendition of The Chorus 
of the Hebrew Slaves, from 
Verdi's Nabucco. A petition 
with 15.000 signatures was 
handed in to the Prime Minis- 


A chorus of 
complaint 
from opera 

ter, calling for public funding 
to prevent the temporary clo¬ 
sure of the Royal Opera and 
Royal Ballet next year. Staff; 
who are at loggerheads until 
the management over pay 


and working-hours, held plac¬ 
ards — including one that 
read “Save the ROH Chorus 
— chorus of slaves?” Sir Ed¬ 
ward said die lack of public 
funds for the house was “a na¬ 
tional disgrace, an ad of cul¬ 
tural vandalism"; meanwhile, 
be added, the Government 
was backing pop groups 
“who wQl be forgotte In 
three years”. Mr Callow said 
he was dismayed at the Gov¬ 
ernment’s altitude — that 
"these tilings don't matter”. 


By Helen Rumbelow 

CELEBRITIES were over¬ 
shadowed last night by those 
that had carried them to pow¬ 
er their training shoes. 

The stars may come and go 
but there will always be oth¬ 
ers to fill their shoes, said the 
organisers of the first art exhi¬ 
bition featuring trainers, 
which opened yesterday. 

In a West London an gal- 
lery the trainers donated by 
20 celebrities are displayed in 
see-through acrylic boxes. 
Others are valuable exam¬ 
ples from the 20-year history 
of the trainer. These souped- 
up plimsolls have names as 
famous as almost all of the 
people whom they have 
sprung to fame. 

Melanie Chisholm from 
the Spice Girls has signed 
her £80 Air Max. an unusual 
red and blade version that 
she customised with elastic 
underneath the laces for the 
quick costume changes on 
the band's world tour. Shar¬ 
pen Spheri, from the pop 
group Texas, a self-confessed 
trainer addict. donated an ex¬ 
tremely rare prototype from 
Fila, one of only ten in the 
world and with an unknown 
sale value. 

Noel Gallagher of Oasis 
gave away the cheapest pair. 
Converse All Stars that he got 
for £30. On the side is 
scrawled: “Quite sane was 
here." 

One pair of ten-year-old 
scruffy plimsolls that look 
like many hanging around 
everyone’s garage is actually 
worth more than £2,000. 
They are a rare pair of Nike 
Jordans called Jordan Mark 
One, which were produced in 
a short run before the official 
contract with their name¬ 
sake, the basketball star 
Michael Jordan was signed 

However, they are not 
quite as revolting as Damien 
Hirsfs offerings. He gave 
some shoes so toxic that they 
had to be delivered in a plas¬ 
tic bag. “He said he thought 
they would look really great 


mounted in the Perspex box¬ 
es” said Alan Grant, who 
with his brother James has or¬ 
ganised the exhibition at the 
Netting Hill Arts Club. “But 
we would, have needed to seal 
them off anyway because of 
the smell." 

They expect to raise hun¬ 
dreds of pounds in auction 
for the Centrepoint homeless 
charity at the end of the 
month. It is testament to how 


“much more than mere per¬ 
formance-orientated cover¬ 
ings for your feet”, trainers 
have become, a rise and fell 
charted in a the first unau¬ 
thorised celebrity biography 
of the shoe. 

Sneakers. Size Isn't Every¬ 
thing, charts the life, looks, 
and lovers of the trainer, and 
perhaps even its death. For 
this year Nike revealed its 
first loss in a decade. 


Hogg ‘wanted an 
inquiiy into BSE’ 

By Michael Hornsby 


Save our 
hedges, 
say MPs 

By Our Agriculture 
Correspondent 

BETTER protection of hedg¬ 
es. stone walls and other field 
boundaries is needed to avert 
the risk of a "broken and dis¬ 
pirited” countryside, MPs 
said yesterday. 

A report by the Commons 
environment sub-committee 
criticised current law on die 
subject as “confusingly piece¬ 
meal and bureaucratic” and 
“arbitrary and inequitable". 

The MPs called for more 
cash to pay fanners for the re¬ 
pair of traditional field bound¬ 
aries and said that farm subsi¬ 
dies should be conditional on 
fanners’ observing a duty of 
care to maintain basic hedge 
and wall maintenance. 

They also recommended the 
provision of more practical ad¬ 
vice to fanners on howto man¬ 
age field boundaries, and said 
that more people should be 
trained in hedge-laying and 
drystone-wali building. 


CONSERVATIVE ministers 
rejected a proposal for a judi¬ 
cial inquiiy into the handling 
of the BSE affair in early 1996. 
it emerged yesterday. 

The recommendation came 
from Douglas Hogg, the Agri¬ 
culture Minister, who argued 
that public pressure for such 
an investigation would be¬ 
come irresistible. Richard 
Packer, the top civil servant at 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
told the inquiry into BSE that 
was set up two years later by 
the Labour Government 

Mr lacker also disclosed 
that the Tory Government had 
considered, but rejected, the 
possibility of withdrawing all 
beef stocks from shops after 
the discoveiy that BSE, or 
“mad cow”disease, had probar 
bly passed to humans. 

Mr Hogg made his recom¬ 
mendation in a confidential let¬ 
ter to John Major on March 
18, 19%. two days before 
Stephen Dorrell, then Health 
Secretary, told Parliament of 


the likelihood that BSE-infect¬ 
ed beef had caused ten cases of 
a new strain of Creutzfeldt-Ja- 
kob disease. 

“I believe that it is inevitable 
that we will need to accept an 
inquiry into the Government's 
reaction to BSE. probably 
headed by a High Court 
judge." Mr Hogg wrote. “The 
pressure for a more formal ju¬ 
dicial investigation is likely to 
prove irresistible." He went on 
to suggest that there would “be 
advantage in taking the initia¬ 
tive and proposing one our¬ 
selves” Mr Packer noted in 
his evidence that “the proposal 
proved unacceptable to minis¬ 
ters collectively". 

Mr Packer, Permanent Sec¬ 
retary at the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture since 1993, rejected sug¬ 
gestions by Sir Kenneth Cai¬ 
man, the former Chief Medi¬ 
cal Officer, that the ministry 
had been complacent about 
failure by abattoirs to ensure 
that no potentially infected 
parts entered the food chain. 
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Hidden village fights 
for its low-tech life 


1 

•-* • « 
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/ 11, 


AT the age of 16. Martha Or- 
tech says she has been 
thrgher period of teenage 

Living in an “eco-village" in 
West Wales, though, she could 
hardly run away and join a 
band of New Age travellers as 
contemporaries elsewhere 
might have done. Instead, she 
said: “what 1 wanted were 
washing machines and a big 
fridge; I wanted my parents to 
wear shell suits and drive a 
big smart car. 

“But every time I tried to 
rebel, my parents just said, 
“Go on. get on with it. we’re 
not going to stop you.* it 
wasn’t easy, though I did my 
best to worry them sick for a 
couple of years.’ 

Martha, who has two A lev¬ 
els and is studying for a third 
despite never having spent a 
day in school, says her revolt 
stopped once she accepted and 
understood what her parents 
were trying to do. 

Now the 22 residents of her 
community near Newport in 
the Pembrokshire Coast Na¬ 
tional Park hope the rest of the 
world will feel the same way. 

They have been inundated 
with offers of support and 
even financial assistance since 
The Tunes revealed that plan¬ 
ners had ordered the demoli¬ 
tion of their experimental 
straw and turf huts. Although 
they will appeal, the chances 
of success are slim. 

The eco-village was spotted 
fay the pilot of an aircraft carry¬ 
ing out an survey of unauthor¬ 
ised development in the nation¬ 
al park. Its dozen buildings, 
carefully concealed from the 
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‘Lost tribe’ hopes outside support 
will help it to fight off demolition, 
reports Simon de Bruxelles 


road by screens of trees, were 
given away by the glint of sun¬ 
light from a solar panel. 

Fbr thousands of years peo¬ 
ple have been building strange 
structures in the shadow of 
Mourn Camingli in the Pres- 
celly Hills. Few, however, are 
stranger than the buildings of 
Briihdir Mawr. which owe 
much to their prehistoric pred¬ 
ecessors. It is not just their de¬ 
sign and the use of local mate¬ 
rials, but the concept that 
homes can be part of the coun¬ 
tryside rather than imposed 
upon it 

Brithdir Mawr's founders, 
Martha's parents Julian and 
Emma Orbach. bought the 
165-acre farm, complete with 
derelict buildings, for EI5Q.000 
five years ago. They recruited 
like-minded friends and set to 
work rebuilding the form- 
house and turning the cow¬ 
shed into an award-winning 
hostel for ramblers. 

But their ambitions did not 
end there. Mr Orbach, 46. an 
architectural historian, had 
previously made unsuccessful 
attempts to be allowed to exper¬ 
iment with “low-impact", sus¬ 
tainable housing in the coun¬ 
tryside. Convinced he would 
never get planning permis¬ 
sion, this time he did not both¬ 
er to apply. 

“How do you explain to plan¬ 
ners who think in terms of bun¬ 
galows with lawns and at- 
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Tony Wrench: absolutely nothing is wasted, he says 


tached garages that you want 
to built a house out of mud 
and wood with a turf roof?" he 
asked.“What we wanted to do 
was to get the structures fin¬ 
ished then invite the planners 
round so they could see and 
hopefully understand what wc 
are trying to achieve.” 

Residents of Brithdir Mawr 
describe themselves as a com¬ 
munity. not a commune. They 
do not pool their income, have 
their own kitchens and bath¬ 
rooms and. eat together only 
once a week. 

They laugh at the descrip¬ 
tion of themselves as the “lost 
tribe of Wales” because most 
have part-time jobs locally and 
never made a secret of where 
they live. 

The ten adults and 12 chil¬ 
dren include Brent, an electri¬ 
cal engineer who rigged up 
submarine batteries charged 
by a windmill and solar pan¬ 
els io provide lighting; lanto. a 
Mancunian builder responsi¬ 
ble for many of the structures; 
and Chris Reynolds, 54, a 
fanner who wanted to try 
working with the land rather 
than exploiting it 

Since Brithdir Mawr's “dis¬ 
covery". the outside world has 
been beating a path to Tony 
Wrench's round house, built 
of clay and timber and roofed 
with straw and turf. 

Yesterday, a television crew 
from BBC Wales and the pro¬ 
ducer of a documentary series 
were the latest guests to share 
bowls of vegetable soup and 
homemade bread with the 
former local government offic¬ 
er. Elsewhere students from 
the University of Glamorgan 
studying environmental devel¬ 
opment were being given a 
guided tour of Brithdir Mawr. 
Inside the hut a wood-burning 
stove made out of a milk chum 
provides warmth and hot wa¬ 
ter, which is stored in an old 
whisky barrel. The floors of 
beaten earth have dried hard 
and its 360-degree windows 
are the recycled windscreens 
of old coadies. The entire struc¬ 
ture cost him just EZ500 to 
build and is all but invisible 
from more than a few yards 
away. 

Mr Wrench, who shares the 
hut with his girlfriend, Jane 
Farth. said: “If it*s not the 
cheapest house in Britain, it 
must be the best value. 
Though if 1 have to knock it 
down again I may have to re¬ 
consider that statement 

“Absolutely nothing is wast¬ 
ed. We have a compost toilet 
and the sink drains into reed 
beds which act as filters. Apart 
from the glass, everything is 
made out of natural materi¬ 
als." 

Mr Wrench spends his time 
coppicing the neglected wood- 
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lands, turning wooden plates 
and bowls to sell in the hostel, 
and working on his ideas for a 
"permaculture" that would en¬ 
able the countryside to be re¬ 
populated without bang de¬ 
stroyed. 

As he lugged timber to the 
horse-drawn cart, Mr Orbach 
contrasted the planners* ban 
on the innovative buildings, 
which include a geodesic 
done, a stave and tun goal- 
hut and a half-built straw-bale 
house, with their blind eye to 
more traditional blots on the 
landscape. Farmsteads else¬ 
where were littered with exit- 
houses of breeze blocks and 
corrugated asbestos, rusting 
cars, mildewed caravans 
propped up on bricks and. 
said Mr Orbach. “don't forget 
the rotting Reliant Robins”. 

At Brithdir Mawr they have 
been ordered to fiU in a recent¬ 
ly excavated duck pond and de¬ 
molish the ingenious turf and 
timber bicycle shed. 

It is hard work being an eco¬ 
village r, besides the ever¬ 
present mud and the danger of 
falling into the composr lavato¬ 
ry. Without the benefit of mod¬ 
em appliances. Martha 
spends a lot of her time sawing 
wood and doing household 
chores. She shares the main 
house with the other teenager. 
16-year-old Sita. 

Down the path, the academ¬ 
ics were sliding about ankle 
deep in slime admiring the 
house of straw. Behind them, 
was one sight not cm their itin¬ 
erary: the yellow carcass of a 
rotting Reliant Robin, decay¬ 
ing discreetly out of sight 
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Martha Orbach at Briihdir Mawr: she has two A levels, but has never been to school 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Bus crash 
injures 
37 pupils 

Thirty-seven children were 
taken to hospital after their 
doublodedcerbus was in colli¬ 
sion with another bus on the 
way to school A fleet of ambu¬ 
lances took the children, aged 
11 to 16, to Rotherham District 
Hospital. The pupils, from As¬ 
ton Comprehensive School 
Sheffield, suffered shock, mi¬ 
nor cuts and bruising. Three 
adults were also injured. The 
buses collided at a junction 
controlled by traffic lights. Po¬ 
lice are investigating. 

Goalie fined 

The Liverpool goalkeeper 
David James. 28. was fined 
£800 by Calderdale magis¬ 
trates for driving at 102 mph 
on the M62 in West York¬ 
shire. James, twice banned for 
speeding, had just collected a 
new Jaguar from Hull. 

114th birthday 

Britain’s oldest person cele¬ 
brated her 114th birthday yes¬ 
terday. Annie Jennings, of 
Chesterfield. Derbyshire, won 
her place in The Guinness 
Book of Records this year af¬ 
ter her MP, Tony Benn. con¬ 
tacted the publishers. 

Sophie’s choice 

Vets took a 7in metal skewer 
from the stomach of a golden 
retriever that swallowed a ke¬ 
bab whole. “This must be the 
most expensive kebab ever. 
The vefs bills came to £400," 
said Andrew Knefler, of Port¬ 
smouth, Sophie's owner. 
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Nursery staff 
‘were part of 
child sex ring’ 


By Paul Wilkinson 

TWO nursery teachers who al¬ 
legedly abused more than 60 
children In their care were 
probably part of a paedophile 
ring, an investigation has con¬ 
cluded. Some of the victims 
were under two. 

The inquiiy into the activi¬ 
ties of Christopher Lillie and 
Dawn Reed at the Shieldfieid 
nursery in Newcastle upon 
Tyne during the early 1990s 
condemns the city council for 
the slack way it Tan the school 
and monitored its staff. 

Parents of at least 27 of the 
children now plan to bring le¬ 
gal action against the council 
for negligence. 

The inquiry accuses the 
council of offering “little more 
than a poor child-minding 
service” and ignoring the con¬ 
cerns of parents who feared 
that their children were being 
abused. Its social services de¬ 
partment had a “complacent 
and insular” attitude. 

References were not checked 
thoroughly, records were ei¬ 
ther lost or not kept and senior 
managers at the nursery foiled 
to question why Lillie or Reed 
removed children for alleged 
trips. The inquiry heard evi¬ 
dence that the children were 
taken to Lillies home and oth¬ 
er houses in Newcastle, where 
they were abused and videoed 



Reed, above, and UHie 
were sacked by council 



for pornographic purposes. 
Two unidentified members of 
the council’s staff were yester¬ 
day suspended pending an in¬ 
ternal inquiry. 

Reed, now 27, and Lillie, 
now 34, were cleared of sexual¬ 
ly abusing a a boy aged four, a 
boy aged three and a girl of 
four when they appeared be¬ 
fore Newcastle Crown Court 


in July 1994. The judge at the 
trial, Mr Justice Holland, 
ruled dial the video evidence 
of the four-year-old girl, the 
oldest of the alleged victims, 
was inadmissible because of 
her age. The prosecution then 
offered no evidence- 

Reed and Lillie were sacked 
for gross misconduct by the 
dty council. They are both be¬ 
lieved to still be living on Tyne¬ 
side. Reed has since married 
and i it lie is understood to 
have changed his name. 

In a 350i>age report pub¬ 
lished yesterday, an independ¬ 
ent team headed by Richard 
Barker, head of the Division of 
Child Family Studies at the 
University of Northumbria in 
Newcastle, found that more 
than 1,400 children came into 
contact with the two during 
their time al the nursery. 

The team concludes that Lil¬ 
lie “took every opportunity to 
abuse the children” and that 
Reed “was party to rt*\ The re¬ 
port adds: “As well as Christo¬ 
pher Lillie and Dawn Reed, it 
is dear that others outside the 
nursery were involved in abus¬ 
ing children for their own grat¬ 
ification and probably also for 
the production of pornograph¬ 
ic material. These people have 
never been found. 

The review, which has taken 
four years to complete, was 
laundied after the court case 



At a press conference unveiling the report yesterday. Newcastle council was criticised for its complacent attitude 


collapsed four years ago. It 
says that there was confasion 
over Lillie’s qualifications and 
doubts about his referees, but 
no police checks were made 
about cither’s background. Lil¬ 
lie had been the probable vic¬ 
tim of abuse when he was in 
care as a child. 

It accuses Newcastle social 
services of “lamentable" man- 
anagement of rts nurseries. 
The report also concludes that 
the nursery was run for the 
convenience of the staff and 
not the children, staff foiled to 
recognise the distress among 


the abused children, and that 
there was a failure to recog¬ 
nise the high number of so- 
called "accidents” that took 
place under the care of the 
abusers. One accident report 
book covering the period im¬ 
mediately before the abuse 
came to light has disappeared. 

The team say that the four 
managers ai Shieldfieid, Peter 
Blythe. Joyce Eyeington. Su¬ 
san Eyeington and Audrey 
Palmer, “must take some re- 
sponsibtity;'. The report adds: 
“Children’s problems, even 
ones dearly indicative of sexu¬ 


al abuse, were generally 
blamed on their families 
which resulted in abuse by 
nursery staff being undetected 
for longer than should have 
been the case and for some par¬ 
ents being inapropriately sus¬ 
pected of abuse. 

“Staff were poorly trained rn 
the nursery in relation to child 
protection and there appear to 
be no records kept of which 
staff had received training." 
The nursery had been “a vul¬ 
nerable environment which 
Reed and Liiiie had manipulat¬ 
ed for their own purposes". 


Tony Flynn, the leader of 
Newcastle council, said last 
night: “We have written to all 
concerned offering them the fa¬ 
cility of our careline for sup¬ 
port and advice and this is 
open to any parent or carer in¬ 
volved. There are lessons to be 
learn f by everyone concerned 
with child protection." 

A spokesman for the Depart¬ 
ment of Health said that it had 
asked Newcastle City Council 
to provide it with an action 
plan detailing how it intended 
to respond to the inquiry* 75 
recommendations. 


‘The wonderful years of his growing up have been stolen’ 


By Paul Wilknson 

THE mother of a boy said to 
have been abused at the 
Shieldfieid nursery said yes¬ 
terday that she bad been 
robbed of his years as a child. 

He had started at the nurs¬ 
ery in 1991 aged 18 months 
while his mother, a single par¬ 
ent now-45, was at work. To¬ 
day he is in a special school af¬ 
ter developing behavioural 
problems, winch his mother 
blames on the abuse he suf¬ 
fered. 

“He talks about sex in the 
way you might expect a teen¬ 
ager to talk,” she said. “He 
wants to touch me'and his 


grown-up sister and makes 
comments about our bodies. I 
am afraid to cuddle him for 
what he might do. We cannot 
go out socially. 

“He was my little baby, 1 
have had those wonderful 
years of his growing up taken 
away from me." 

The mother said: “I be¬ 
lieved my little boy was being 
looked after, but I began to be 
worried when he would come 
home in gill's clothing. When 
I asked why I was fobbed off 
with a stray that he had wet 
himself or spilt food, but his 
cfotfaes were never returned. 

“One day when I went in to 
the nursery they were chang- 



The Shieldfieid nursery: the inquiry report described it as a vulnerable environment 


ing his nappy. When I went 
into the room there was a pan¬ 
ic and they tried to order me 
out but I refused to go and 1 


one acted sooner. My son's 
life has been ruined. We live 
day by day. He sees a psychol¬ 
ogist for five minutes every 


watched them carefully. They three months but that it not 


ail looked very flustered. 

“I cannot believe that no 


enough.” 

Another woman, aged 43. 


whose daughter was two 
when she was abused, said: “I 
MU never understand as long 
as 1 live how these two people 
could get away with this type 
of abuse. When we visited the 
nursery we saw what we 


thought was a safe and well- 
run establishment” 

The girl's father. 44, said: 
“Our daughter will be eight 
on Saturday and, although 
this happened nearly six years 
ago, we are still feeling it” 
The mother whose small 
son was the first to talk about 
what was happening also 
spoke. Her child was two 
years and five months when 
be started at the nurseiy and 
suffered abuse for 11 months 
before it was uncovered. 

The mother, 50. said: “My 
son is a very bright little boy. 
He was screaming at night, he 
became aggressive, even to¬ 
wards me and some nights he 


would not even come into our 
own house after leaving nurs¬ 
eiy. He kept talking about 
having another mammy and 
kept wanting to know if I was 
his real mammy. 

“Thankfully I picked up on 
certain things that he said. At 
last he told me they were hurt¬ 
ing his bottom. Over the next 
few weeks 1 found out more 
and more from him. 

“He had been carted 
around the homes of other per¬ 
verts. Reed and Lillie were not 
die only people to abuse him. 
He spoke of a man in a wheel¬ 
chair and another person he 
referred to as ‘just a dally 
man’.” 
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HIGH INTEREST RATES COULD 
RAISE YOUR TEMPERATURE. 


•? LEICESTER , 
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HERE'S THE REMEDY. 


The Diamond Card from Alliance fie Leicester. 
It’s new. Iris effective. And it contains two 
unique new ingredients which are a prescription 
to save money. 

First, if you regularly pay interest on your credit 
cards you can immediately relieve symptoms 
by calling our Quick Quore Line and finding 
out on the spot how much you could save with 
a low interest rate from just 8.9% APR on 
transferred balances. And then - once you’re 
accepted as a cardholder - there's an optional 



8.9% 


PAY LESS TODAY, 
PAID OFF TOMORROW. 


Alliance 

Leicester 


bttp^/wwwjaUiaiKrF-Itriccster^aaik 


Tailored Repayment Plan which could help 
completely dear your balance. Plus of course, all 
the benefits thar you'd expect from a leading 
credit card. 

■■■ Exceptional APR, from fust 8.9% on 
transferred balances GUARANTEED until 
your transferred balance is paid off 

■■■ Low rate of 1 3.9% APR on all standard 
purchases 

■ 

"5" No annual fee, ever 


TO UNO Our HOW Ml;Oi MO\h .YOU CAN 
P'-ON* OUR QUICK. QUOTE LlNf f«F.L ■'>% 

0500 86 86 86 

■J.K.; 'I, -TI s> 1 


DIAMOND CARD - PLEASE SEND ME FURTH^NFORMAnONl 


ft.fr/Mrs/MiWMs . 


Forename. 


.DJte ol birrh, 


Tel. N11 . (hk 5TD code) _ 

m AI u C*d« Card*. FREEPORT 

S * HaRk5r RMd - frrmmpkim 8BR. (No «Sp needed). 
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A histoiy of Britain in 48 stamps 


Monarchy is ig nored in a new issue 
marking achievements of past 1,000 
years, reports Mark 
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A DALEK, a tattooed Maori, a 
potato and Freddie Mercury 
have been chosen ahead of 
kings, queens, poets and paint¬ 
ers to mark 1,000 yea rs of Brit¬ 
ish history in the Royal Mail's 
millennium stamp collection. 

The series launched yester¬ 
day is devoted to cefebradm? 
Britain’s achievements, and is 
the biggest collection ever re¬ 
leased in this country. It com¬ 
prises 12 sets totalling 48 
.stamps, each on a different 
theme. Each stamp will be de¬ 
signed by one of Britain's fore¬ 
most artists, such as Antony 
Gormlcy, David Hockney and 
pir Eduardo Paolozzi. Damien 
Hirst was invited to take pan 
but turned the offer down be¬ 
cause he was too busy. 

The subjects, however, cho¬ 
sen by Jeremy Black. Profes¬ 
sor of History at the Universi¬ 
ty of Exeter, are bound to 
cause controversy. Royalty 
has been almost completely ig¬ 
nored. and there are few tradi¬ 
tional “great men”. 

Robert Bruce is the only 
King to get a stamp in his own 
right. James I gets in via the 


Authorised Version of the Bi¬ 
ble but there is nn place for Al¬ 
fred. Elizabeth 1 or Victoria. 
Generals, politicians and art¬ 
ists and writers also fare badly 
7 Gladstone. Churchill. Wel¬ 
lington. Turner and Dickens 
all miss out. 

Science and technology, by 
contrast, is well represented. 
At least 20 of the stamps could 
be said to have a scientific 
theme, and individuals such 
as Darwin, Newton. Brunei. 
Turing and Edward Jenner 
(the latter drawn by Peter 
Brookes, the Times cartoonist) 
are included. 

Popular culture shares 
equal billing with the fine arts. 
The Entertainers' Tale seu to 
be issued in June, features the 
late pop star Freddie Mercury 
performing at Live Aid. a 
dalek from Dr Who. Charlie 
Chaplin (drawn by Ralph 
Steadman) and a depiction of 
Bobby Moore lifting the 
World Cup by Mike White, 
who draws Rqv of the Covers. 

The Maori appears along¬ 
side Captain Cook on a stamp 
marking the explorer's voyag- 
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Nurses go 
nutty for 
good health 

By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 


EATING plenty of nuts can 
cut the risk of heart disease, 
an American study has 
shown. 
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Nurses who ale nuts five 
times a week had a 35 per cent 
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The beneficial effect of the 
nuts may come from the un- 
satuntied fats they contain, 
the team speculates. Alterna¬ 
tively. it may be that nuteat- 
ingis a“maiicer for ahealthy 
lifestyle that indudes exercise 
and fruit as well as nuts. 

The team corrected for 
these confounding factors as 
for as they could and found 
that the beneficial effect of 
nuts persisted- They conclude 
that nuts can be considered 
part of a healthy diet 

In a commentary in the Jour¬ 
nal. Professor Hugh Tunstall- 
Pedoe. of Dundee University, 
says the new evidence rehabili¬ 
tates the nut often seen as an 
unhealthy snack food. 


Suicide is 
linked to 
birth pain 

By Our Science Editor 

A PAINFUL birth increases 
the risk of suicide in adult life, 
a Swedish study has found. 

Two Swedish professors 
compared the birth experienc¬ 
es of242 adults who took their 
own lives by violent means 
with 403 siblings who did not 
In the British Medical Jour 
nal they report that a common 
feature among the suicides 
was a difficult birth. 

That included the use of for¬ 
ceps. the need for resuscitation 
and breech presentation at 
birth. The suicides had experi¬ 
enced twice as many interven¬ 
tions at birth as their siblings. 
They also found that the moth¬ 
ers of babies who subsequently 
killed themselves had longer la¬ 
bours and fewer painkillers. 
.Professors Bertil,Jacobson 
and Marc Bygdeman believe 
that a jraujnatic birth “im¬ 
prints" a pattern.of behaviour, 
in which individuals uncon¬ 
sciously seek a similarly trau¬ 
matic experience in suicide. 

The hypothesis wins little 
support from Louis Appleby, 
Professor of Psychiatry at 
Manchester University, who 
says in the BMJ that violent 
suicides are linked with severe 
mental illnesses such as schizo¬ 
phrenia and manic depres¬ 
sion. A difficult birth is also 
linked to the same mental dis¬ 
orders, probably as a result of 
an oxygen shortage at birth. 
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Clockwise from lop left: timekeeping, steam power, jet travel, tiberatioa Cook, transport links, computers and photography 


es by the artist Andrzej Kli- 
mowski. and the potato is an 
example of new foods on the 
design by Tessa Traeger. 

Peter Jennings, a stamp ex¬ 
pert and fellow of the Royal 
Philatelic Society London, said 
he was “bitterly disappointed” 


by the Royal Mail's choices. 
“Major landmarks in British 
history are notable by their ab¬ 
sence." he said. "There is no 
battle of Hastings or Water¬ 
loo, yet there are some extraor¬ 
dinarily obscure things there.” 

Professor Black said that he 


had deliberately avoided too 
narrow a focus on political 
and military history. “I know 
some people will be upset that 
there is no Waterloo and no 
Queen Victoria, but we were 
not trying to present a political 
narrative.” he said. “We have 


gone for themes that show the 
development of Britain and 
the people who live here, the 
things that have changed the 
quality of people's lives.” 

The stamps will be issued in 
batches of four every month 
next year. 


THE MILLENNIUM TALES 


Themes, that sum up millennium Brimn -{artist's name in brackets): 

taw nt ota' Tale (January) 

Timekeeping and the Meridian (Dawd Gentleman): steem power (Po- 
ter Howson); photography (Zafer arid Barbara. Baranj; computers — 
Alan Turing (Sir Eduardo Paotoia). - 

MvtHan'TdtfMinnqi) 

Jat trawl —.Sir Fionk Whittle and de Havdisnd (George Kanfe); the bi¬ 
cycle (Sara Fanefli); locomotion — (sambatd Kingdom Brunei tJohn 
Lawrence); Captain Cook (Andrzej Ktimowskf). 

PatioatsTTato (March) 

Vaccination — Edward Jenner (Peter Brookes); patient care - Flor¬ 
ence Nightingale (Susan Macfart^; penicdtai — 

(Mike Dempsey); in-vitro fertilisation (Antony Gormtey). 

Satflen' Tale (April) 

The Normans (John Byrne); The Pflgnm Fathers (Wilson McLean); emi¬ 
gration and colonisation (Jeff Fished; tmmigrauon and Windiush (Gary 
Powell). 

Watkerr Tel* (May) 

Weaving (Peter COflingMood); the mB (David Hockney); shipbufldifig 
{Bin Sanderson); the City of London (Brendan Neiiand). 

Entertainers' Tale (Jaw) 

Live Aid — Freddie Mercury (Peter Sake); Dr Who — Delete (Justin 
Mortimer); Bobby Moore—as Roy of the Rovers (Mite White); Charlie 
Chapfin (Ralph Steadman). 

craze n * 1 Tale (My) 

The right to vote — suffragettes (Natasha Kerr); the r#K to heahh — 
sanitation (Michael Craig-Martin); the right to learn — Robot Owen 
(Allan Drummond); Magna Carta {Alan Kitchlng). 

Scientists' Tala (August) 

DMA (Mike Curtis): Darwin (Ray Harris Ctiing); electricity (Calm Gray); 
Newton (to be confirmed). 

Fanners'Tale (September) 

Strip farming (David Tress}; mechanised farming—Jethro Tull (Chris¬ 
topher. Wormed); new foods — the potato (Tessa Traeger); farmland 
by sateffite (Richard Cooke). 

SohOer*’ Tala (October) 

Robert the Bruce (Andrew Davidson); the Civil War (Rod KeBy); war 
graves (Don McCuDin); peacekeeping (Christopher Can). 

Christians' Ida (Ntnraabar — Christmas Stamps) 

The Nativity (Cralgte AOchson); John Wesley (Brody Neuenshwander);' 
the King Jsmss BIMs (Clara MaHnsly); St Andrew's Cathedral (Cather¬ 
ine Yass). 

Artists' Tala (December) 

Performing arts — Shakespeare (Allen Jones); music (Bndget Rfey); 
usual arts (Howard Hodgkin); final stamp (to be confirmed). 
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United we stand, divided 


we fail, Blair tells Scots 


Lady Hurd: could not eat. 
so feasted on recipe books 

Judy Hurd 
tells how 
she fought 
* leukaemia 


JUDY HURD, the wife of the 
former Tory Foreign Secretary 
Lord Hurd of Westwell, has re¬ 
vealed how a diet of cook 
books and television chefs 
have helped her fight leukae¬ 
mia |Mark JngJefield writes). 

Because chemotherapy de¬ 
pletes the immune system, her 
diet was restricted and had to 
be overcooked to kill bacteria. 
“Food is fiill of bugs friendly to 
the healthy person, but not to 
those of us languishing in 
Ward 5E," she writes in this 
week's Spectator. 

The restrictions brought on 
an insatiable interest in cook¬ 
ery. “As many of my fellow pa¬ 
tients seemed to lose interest in 
food. I stubbornly retained it 
through those four long 
months of chemotherapy. ” 

She also made a promise to 
a friend who rang from a Cor¬ 
nish quay to say she was col¬ 
lecting lobsters: “I vowed to be 
on that quay in summer 1999.” 


TONY BLAIR last night pre¬ 
sented his vision of a Britain 
unged through generations by 
common values and shared 


ideals that should not be sacri 
ffcqd to the “narrow politics of 
identity" and separatism. 

lb an emotional speech in 
Glasgow that marked the 
launch of Labour’s campaign 
for the Scottish parliament 
elections in May next year. Mr 
Blair said the historic sotidari 


ty pf the British people must 
rri^hph over separatism. 

firing the next six months 
Boutin faced a stark choice be- 
iwtjfn two futures, he said: one 
thafcbuilron the common expe¬ 
riences and sacrifices made by 
the people of the United King¬ 
dom in which together they 
were able to defeat fascism. 
btfUd a welfare stale and tight 
against unemployment; or one 
ii^whieh the Scottish National¬ 
ises were allowed to erect barri- 
ers-that would make the Eng- 
Iisfi-bom children of Scots for¬ 
eigners in Scotland, barriers 
that would threaten jobs, tax¬ 
es. schools and hospitals. 

Addressing an audience of 
students and academics at 
Strathclyde University, he 
said: ‘Throughout the next six 
months there is one argument 
rhe Scottish National Party 
n’t want to have. It is an ar- 
nt about devolution ver- 
separadon. But politics is 
t more than identity, it is 
about ideals. That is why 


Ideals must not 


be sacrificed in 


election for 


identity. Labour 


warns. Shirl 


English reports 

in the coming months we will 
try to put the case for the poli¬ 
tics of soda! justice to over¬ 
come the narrow politics of 
identity.” 

He said in this week follow¬ 
ing Remembrance Sunday eve¬ 
ryone carried an awareness of 
history and of “the experiences 
and institutions that in Britain 
we share — for we are all unit¬ 
ed in remembering the great 
sacrifices that the nations of 
these islands have together 
made in times of great peril. 
We stood together to defeat fas¬ 
cism and we worked together 
to build a welfare state.” 

He said: “Throughout this 
century, in the time when 
working people earned their 
living by the skills of their 
hands and the strength of 
their back, throughout Britain 
they were united in their strug¬ 
gle against unemployment 
Whether it was the Upper 
Clyde shipyard workers or the 
Jarrow marchers, all asserted 


JEFF MITCHELL 

the dignity and decency of 
work. These common bonds 


and mutual interests endure 


in a different world today. 
New Labour's vision was 


one "of a country united bv 
common purpose and derived 
bom shared values, that make 


Scotland stronger with Britain 
and Britain stronger with Scot 
land.” 


Devolution, he said, had 
safeguarded the distinctive¬ 
ness and democratic control of 
Scottish institutions. As a re¬ 
sult the Nationalists could no 
longer argue that Scottish na¬ 
tionhood was under threat In¬ 
stead they had been forced to 
claim that the values of the 
Scots were so different from 
the rest of Britain that new bar¬ 
riers should be established. 

Mr Blair said his own fami¬ 
ly history illustrated how inte¬ 
grated Britain was. Bom in 
Scotland, he had lived most of 
his life in England. His moth¬ 
er was Irish, his father Eng¬ 
lish but both were raised in 
Scotland. “We are bound to¬ 
gether. Why set us apart?” 

He said the Nationalists con¬ 
tinued to argue that Scotrish- 
ness was diminished by any 
connection with the rest of Brit¬ 
ain. “While Labour is invest¬ 
ing in the NHS. the national¬ 
ists would first invest in the ap¬ 
paratus of a national Govern¬ 
ment, ” he said. 

Mary Ann Sieghart page 22 Tony Blair speaking at Strathclyde University yesterday 
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Time to stop the 
complaints and 

step up reforms 

M embers of business. The number of 

Parliament are for ^uropej^landing 
ever complaining 



M embers of 

Parliament are for 
ever complaining 
about a democratic deficit in • 
Europe. But. now. they have 
a chance to do something 
about iL The Government 
yesterday produced a White 
Paper. The Scrutiny of. 
European Union Business. 
ihat helps to answer these 
complaints by improving the 
way the Commons deals with 
the EU. 

Many key decisions on 
trade, health and safety and 
the single market are taken 
in a complicated triangle of 
the Commission, ministers 
and the Strasbourg 
Parliament. This limits the 
scope for MPs to intervene. 
The challenge for national 
parliaments has been to have 
their say before proposals are 
finned up. 

The Commons already has 
an elaborate machinery for 
scrutinising new European 
proposals — matching the 
broader work of 
the Lords 
committees. 

Unfortunately. au p. 
this scrutiny 1 v 
has become a 
ghetto activity, attracting 
zealots on both sides but 
ignored by virtually everyone 
else. The process also has 
inherent Raws. These are 
addressed in the new 
package, brought forward by 
Margaret Beckett. Leader of 
the Commons, which broadly 
reflects the cross-party view 
set out in three reports by 
various committees of the 
House since mid-19%. 

The big gap has been 
intergovemmen tal 
co-operation on foreign and 
security policy and justice 
and home affairs under the 
Maastricht treaty. This had 
not yet been brought fully 
within the scrutiny system, 
but will now. 

The key point is the 
government undertaking to 
Parliament, known as the 
scrutiny reserve, not to agree 
to measures in the Council of 
Ministers before MPs have 
had an opportunity fully to 
consider proposals. This will 
be strengthened to include 
areas of intergovernmental 
co-operation as well as 
Commission Green Papers. 
Ministers have also 
promised to improve the flow 
of information about EU 


ON POLITICS 


business. The number of 
European Standing 
Committees is to be 
increased from two to three 
and their members are Ukriy 
to be nominated for a whole 
Parliament rather than just 
one session. The committees 
will have a wider remit to 
consider EU developments. 

These changes are 
desirable but will make little 
difference unless the 
Commons makes use of 
them. M PS are always in 
favour of reform in general 
but seldom do much about it 
in practice. It is a question of 
attitude. For instance, the 
Treasury committee is doing 
a good job of holding the 
Monetary Policy Committee 
of the Bank of England to 
account and has held some 
informative hearings on the 
world economy. Giles 
Rad ice. the chairman, took 
part in an important 
initiative to link the 
European Parliament’s 
__ Monetary 

Affairs 

Committee with 
■ mrc 1 representatives 
LIT IU9 [ Q f national 

finance and 

Treasury committees in 
meetings twice a year to look 
at the work of the European 
Central Bank. 

I n other areas, the pace 

of reform is 
disappointingly slow. A 
sensible package to improve 
the way legislation is 
considered was approved 
more than a year ago. but 
only a limited amount has 
been implemented Some 
draft Bills have been 
produced and there has been 
limited programming of the 
way that constitutional Bills 
are considered. Otherwise, 
little has changed in the way 
that Bills are examined and 
debated, in part because a 
new Government has been 
keen to press ahead with its 
heavy legislative programme. 

Mrs Beckett is well aware 
of this and hopes that more 
reforms will be implemented 
in die coming session. The 
Commons is reforming itself, 
but the pace will have to be 
stepped up if Westminster is 
not to be left behind by the 
far-reaching constitutional 
changes under way. 

Peter Riddell 
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Michael threatens to 


POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 13 


scrap £10m building 


MICHAEL the new 
Welsh Secretary, may scrap 
plans for a £10 million build¬ 
ing on the Cardiff seafront to 
house the Welsh assembly. 
The project has already been 
• nicknamed “Crystal Balls”. 

. Mr Michael is considering 
siting the assembly inside the 
existing Cardiff City Hail, 
where he himself was once a 
councillor. The move would be 
popular in Cardiff, where 

■ there was resentment that Lon¬ 
don architects, the Richard 
Rogers partnership, had been 
selected for the job. That deri¬ 
sion, by a panel headed by 

: ; Lord Callaghan of Cardiff, 

■ also brought charges of crony¬ 
ism — Lord Rogere of River- 

Mside is a Labour colleague of 
the former Prime Minister in 
;the Upper House. 

Mr Michael has spoken to 
Lord Callaghan — his prede¬ 
cessor as M P for Cardiff South 
and Penarth — to inform him 
of the review. He is also to con¬ 
tact the rest of the panel. 

The news was disclosed yes¬ 
terday as Mr Michael 
launched his campaign to be¬ 
come leader of the Labour Par¬ 
ity in Wales, and hence La¬ 
bour’s candidate for the post of 
First Secretaiy. Last night it 
was dear that the Welsh La¬ 
bour Party had failed to halt a 
contest for the post, and Mr 
Michael himself was ready to 
fight a “vigorous” campaign 
against Rhodri Morgan. La¬ 
bour MP for Cardiff West and 
his main challenger. 

.• He hoped that any contest 


Welsh assembly may sit in Cardiff 
City Hall instead of grandiose new 
home, writes Valerie Elliott 


could be conducted amicably 
— the two men are friends and 
entered the Commons togeth¬ 
er in 1987. Mr Michael made 
dear he would be happy to 
share a campaign platform 
with Mr Morgan — some¬ 
thing his predecessor as Welsh 
Secretary. Ron Davies, re¬ 
fused to do when he contested 
the post with him. “1 think it is 
important that party members 
hear all the views, just as hap¬ 
pened during the leadership 
elections for Tony Blair when 
he shared a platform with 
John Prescott and Margaret 
Becketk” Mr Michael said. 

During an interview with 
77ie Times yesterday Mr 
Michael's concerns about the 
building were dear. Plans 
were laid out on the coffee ta¬ 
ble. with papers with notes on 
costings and details of the con¬ 
tract. He had made no deri¬ 
sion about the site and was “re¬ 
viewing every option-. 

Mr Michael had just left the 
weekly Cabinet meeting and a 
private meeting with Mr Blair 
to discuss the party in Wales. 
Mr Michael is tackling a varie¬ 
ty of tasks — but his priority is 
to show a steady hand at the 
Welsh Office, “in recent histo¬ 
ry there has been too much ar¬ 
gument and diversion and 1 
may well be seen as trying to 


Wilson ‘framed 
former minister’ 


By Mark Inglefield. political reporter 


THE spy writer Chapman 
Pincher has alleged that Ha¬ 
rold Wilson ordered police to 
frame a former ministerial col- 
. league on a kerb-crawling 
charge. 

In 1976 Lord Wigg, who had 
been Paymaster General in 
the Wilson Cabinet in the 
; 1960s, was arrested at Marble 
Anh, London. Mr Pincher 
claims that Lord Wigg fold 
him the arrest was made on in¬ 
structions from the FYirne Min¬ 
ister, with whom he had fallen 
out. Mr Pincher said that no 
j prostitutes were called in the 
trial, which was dropped. 

Lord Wilson, who died two 


years ago, may have had good 
reason to discredit Lord Wigg. 
who. in government, styled 
himself “Spymaster General”, 
collecting salacious material 
on MPS and recording it in dia¬ 
ries, now held at the London 
School of Economics. 

“He could find out about 
any-rainister and was able to 
indulge his prurient curiosity 
by probing the sexual peccadil¬ 
loes of politicians." Mr 
Pincher writes in the Specta¬ 
tor. He also claims Lord Wigg 
had wanted to publish the sto¬ 
ry in his memoirs, but this 
was forbidden at the time by 
his lawyers. 





W 


be a calming influence in 
Welsh politics,” he observed. 

But Mr Michael is naturally 
energetic and even when he 
speaks of “calm” one could un¬ 
derstand why Mr Blair has 
said that “the most terrifying 
sight at Westminster is Alim 
Michael with a clipboard". 

He has lost no time in stamp¬ 
ing his mark on the Welsh Of¬ 
fice - indeed he has been so 
busy reviewing the work of 
Mr Davies that he has not had 
time to unpack his crates from 
the Home Office, his previous 
posting. Nor has he had time 
“to sort things out with Mr 
Blair” about his future — how 
long for example Ik might 
stay on as Welsh Secretary if 
he becomes first Secretary. 

Nor. indeed, had he spoken 
to Mr Davies — and "no", he 
had not yet discussed with 
him a future role at the Welsh 
assembly; the door is clearly 
open, however, to Mr Davies. 

Mr Michael was anxious 
that the talk of the election for 
the Welsh Labour leadership 
had been a distraction from 


his concerns at the Welsh Of¬ 
fice: the economy, health, edu¬ 
cation. and local government. 
He is reviewing plans to reor¬ 
ganise the health service and 
working with Stephen Byers, 
Chief Secretary to the Treas¬ 
ury. and Nick Brown, the Agri-. 
culture Minister, to save farm¬ 
ers from bankniptty. 

He is reviewing plans for 
the assembly itself, even for its 
opening. Talk of a “no frills" 
ceremony were misguided, he 
said. “1 don’t know where you 
got the idea there was not go¬ 
ing to be much pomp. We 
should recognise this will be a 
momentous occasion." 

But he wants the assembly it¬ 
self to be less formal in its 
workings than Westminster, 
and is determined that there 
should be a voice for youth. 

Mr Michael believes he can 
present himself to the Welsh 
Labour Party as a man with ex¬ 
perience of government and a 
unity candidate with roots in 
North Wales who has lived in 
the South for many years. 

He resents the suggestion 
that he was "parachuted" into 
Wales by Mr Blair. 'This is 
my home, this is where we 
have brought up our children. 
Being Secretary of State for 
Wales has allowed me to re¬ 
turn home." 



Downey says 
MPs went soft 
on Hamilton 


By Valerie Elliott. Whitehall Editor 


Alan 
Michael 
the new 
Welsh 
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assembly 
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SIR GORDON DOWNEY, 
the Parliamentary Commis¬ 
sioner for Standards, yester¬ 
day criticised MPs for go¬ 
ing “soft" on Neil Hamil¬ 
ton, the former Tory MP. 
over the cash-for-questions 
affair. 

He also made dear he be¬ 
lieved the public might ex¬ 
pect much tougher punish¬ 
ment against MPs who 
breach parliamentary rules 
and even mooted a plan for 
MPS to commission an 
opinion poll about-^their 
public standing. 

But in a parting Snot to 
mark his retirement tprsaid 
he was disappointed that 
MPs on the standards and 
privileges committee “un¬ 
derestimated their capacity 
to reach a judgment" when 
there was compelling evi¬ 
dence that Mr Hamilton 
had accepted cash for lobby¬ 
ing from Mohammed A1 
Fayed, (he chairman ofHar- 
rods. 

He also said that when 
new bribery and corruption 
laws were introduced any 
MPs facing charges should 
be dealt with by the courts 


and not by Parliament. He 
accepted that public cen¬ 
sure alone was serious for 
MPs but suggested the 
range of punishments 
should be censure, apology, 
suspension and expulsion. 

He also called for a new 
seven-year limit on investi¬ 
gations into past allega¬ 
tions, although this could 
be waived for serious misde¬ 
meanours such as bribery 
or misleading Parliament 

He said he believed the 
“the corrupting influence” 
of financial links between 
MPs and lobbyists had 
been “broken" following 
the cash-forquestions in¬ 
quiry. 

He said the troubles had 
been largely down to MPs 
working for former lobby 
company Ian Grerf Associ¬ 
ates on behalf of Mr A! 
Fayed. 

But Sir Gordon also sug¬ 
gested that there may well 
have been other networks 
involving lobbyists and 
MP working on behalf of 
Lonrho and other organisa¬ 
tions which never came to 
light 
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DNA test may 
solve mysteiy 
of missing boy 

Hair could identify Ben Needham, writes Stewart Tendler 


DNA tests were being set up 
yesterday to establish whether 
a child seen in Greece is Ben 
Needham, who vanished there 
seven years ago. 

A hair from the child's head 
was brought back this sum¬ 
mer by a British tourist. John 
Cookson gave it to the Need¬ 
ham family, but scientists 
have only now been able to 
make use of it because of devel¬ 
opments in DNA testing in re¬ 
cent months. 

Yesterday South Yorkshire 
Police delivered a hair taken 
from Christine Needham, 
Ben’s grandmother to foren¬ 
sic scientists at a laboratoiy in 
Wetherby, Yorkshire. Police 
say that the tests may take 
some time; they may not con¬ 
firm whether the boy is Ben. 
but should make if easier to 
say if it is not 

Ben was 21 months old 
when he vanished in July 1991 
while playing outside the farm¬ 
house his grandparents were 
renovating on the island of 
Kos. 

Mr Cookson saw the blond¬ 
haired boy playing on a beach 
at Rhodes, an island about 50 
miles from Kos. He took video 
film of the boy and managed 
to obtain a single hair. Yester¬ 
day he said he was struck by 
the fact that the child was fair 


while his parents and brother 
were dark-haired. He said the 
boy was known as ‘The Blond 
One” and seemed to act differ¬ 
ently. 

He said he thought the child 
lived in a nearby tavema and 
his brother was 17. Mr Cook¬ 
son added that he had seen the 
boy on other visits to the is¬ 
land before deciding to gather 
evidence. 

Yesterday Ben’s mother, 
Kerry, said she had seen the 
film and understood why Mr 




A video still of the blond 
boy who may be Ben 


Cookson was struck by the 
child's appearance- There 
were similarities, but the boy's 
mouth was different and his 
teeth were poor. 

Ben’S grandfather, Eddie 
Needham, said die family 
were trying to remain calm. 
He said: ’There have been oth¬ 
er sightings over the years, but 
it’s no longer just a blond¬ 
haired boy on a beach. This 
time we Ve got something phys¬ 
ical which will prove one way 
or another whether it's Ben." 
He added: “Looking at the vid¬ 
eo of this boy. there is certainly 
a family resemblance, especial¬ 
ly about the way his hair 
grows.” 

Ms Needham. 26. of Foxhill, 
Sheffield, said: The next heart¬ 
ache we face is what to do if it 
is Ben. He was only a baby 
when he disappeared, now hie 
will be nine years old. Whoev¬ 
er has got him will have had 
him a lot. longer than I had 
him. He won’t recognise me or 
know anything about us. 

‘That is a harrowing deci¬ 
sion that we may have to face: 
whether to leave him with his 
new family if he is happy and 
well cared for. or whether to 
bring him back with us. 

“But I need to know if he is 
still alive and I will never rest 
until he is found.” 
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The University of Chicago team working on the site in the Sahara. In the foreground is a foot-long thumb daw from the skeleton 

*s* l ^ I Desert skeleton forces 

rethink on crocodiles 


By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


What Suchomimus tenerensis might have looked like 
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A NEW crocodile-like dino¬ 
saur has been found in the 
deserts of Niger. Nearly 36ft 
long, the creature had long, 
narrow jaws filled with cone- 
shaped teeth, a fin-like tail 
along Us back, and large 
curved claws. 

It belonged to a class of fish- 
eating dinosaurs called spino- 
saurs. and lived 100 million 
years ago. The new species, de¬ 
scribed in Science by a team 
led by Paul Serena, of the Uni¬ 
versity of Chicago, has been 
called Suchomimus tenerensis 
(from the Greek for crocodile, 
souchos. and the Tenere 
desert). 

Suchomimus is a dose rela¬ 


tion of Baryonvx walkeri. one 
of the most complete dinosaur 
fossUs found in Britain, and 
now in the Natural History 
Museum. Its close similarity 
poses a puzzle for the evolu¬ 
tion of the spinosaurids. 

Before Suchomimus was 
found, the spinosaurids had 
probably evolved independ¬ 
ently in the northern and 
southern hemispheres, be¬ 
cause the two found in the 
south were so different from 
Baryonyx. found in a Surrey 
daypiL 

This simple picture will 
now have to be rethought The 
odds are. says Dr Serena that 
spinosaurids first appeared in 


the north and then colonised 
the south across a land bridge 
that still linked the two halves 
of the super-continent Pan¬ 
gaea as it began to break up. 

Suchomimus probably fed 
on meat as well as fish. The 
shape of its teeth imply they 
were better at piercing and 
grasping than slicing. 'Other 
flesh-eating dinosaurs have 
serrated, blade-like teeth. 

Spinosaurs have an unusu¬ 
al history, having been, as 
Thomas Holtz, of the Universi¬ 
ty of Maryland puts it. “twice 
lost" — first when they be¬ 
came extinct and later, when 
the only known specimen was 
lost in an air raid on Munich. 


Rare orchids in danger as 
gardeners are locked out 


By Audrey Magee 
IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 

A RARE collection of tiny tropi¬ 
cal orchids is at risk of dying 
from neglect as gardeners at 
Ireland's botanic gardens 
have been locked out of work. 

The 16 gardeners were sus¬ 
pended without pay four 
weeks ago. leaving a small 
group of managers and assist¬ 
ants to care for 20,000 plant 
species, including what is be¬ 
lieved to be Europe's only colle- 
tion of four delicate orchids dis¬ 
covered in the jungle in Belize. 

Brendan Sayers, the orchid 
gardener, said*: “I am the per¬ 


son who found diem, cared for 
them, potted them and 1 know 
they are in danger. Nobody 
else knows how much water to 
give or when to dry them out. 
They are probably'dead and it 
is very, very distressing." 

Mr Sayers uncovered four 
orchids previously unknown 
to Belize — Platysiele minimi- 
flom. a 2cm translucent or¬ 
chid with an orange lip; Platy- 
stele stenostachya var lankes- 
teri. a 3cm translucent plant 
with a maroon lip; Pleurothal- 
lis peperomoides. a 2cm or¬ 
chid with red flowers opening 
like a bird’s beak, and Campy- 
locentrum peopigiL a unusual 


root orchid that produces 
white flowers. 

The dispute is over extra 
money for training student 
gardeners. The workers were 
suspended before they planted 
the garden s 250.000 beds for 
winter or the daffodils and tu¬ 
lips for next year’s spring 
beds. 

Donal Synnott, director of 
the gardens, insisted that the 
orchids and other plants were 
“in good hands and in perfect 
health”. He said: “It's winter 
time so there is nor a lot to do 
and the curator is perfectly 
well able to look after the or¬ 
chids.” 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 15 


British bridges 
to restore links 
in Honduras 

A Read ing company is stepping up production to meet 
demand in the hurricane zone, David Adams writes 


JOEL RQBffC .LAS? 


N THE huge reconstruction 
Sort under way in Honduras, 
t may be a pioneering British 
jndge-building company that 
Jrovides a key component to 
ielp get the country back to 
work. 

Hundreds of miles of roads 
md 72 bridges were washed 
way by torrents of mud and 
rater in the aftermath of Hur¬ 
ricane Mitch, leaving large 
ts of the country, including 
capital, isolated. Road com- 
:umcations have been partial- 
restored where receding wa¬ 
re have allowed rivers to be 
ed by heavy vehicles and 
-wheel drive cars. 

But Honduras has no imme- 
iiate solution to its bridge 
sroblem and is anxiously seek- 
g international help. 

‘They have asked every- 
dy for Bailey bridges.” said 
i British official, referring to 
he prefabricated steel struc- 
ires which were patented in 
ritain before the Second 
'orld War. “We are trying to 
pport that request We dunk 
s can be one of the best 
.ys to channel the aid money 
ing into Honduras.” 


Prescott’s 

global 

warning 

Buenos Aires: The death 
and destruction of Hurri¬ 
cane Mitch, the forest fires 
in Indonesia and the floods 
in China are warnings “the 
world ignores at its peril*’, 
John Ptescott said yester¬ 
day (Nick Nuttall writes). 

As global climate talks 
in Argentina move into the 
final phase, the Deputy 
Prime Ministertold minis¬ 
ters and officials from 169 
countries that “sympathy 
alone will not prevent such 
tragedies in the future” 

In a veiled attack on 
some sections of United 
States industry. lobbying 
hard to stall any deal here, 
he said: “Let us hear no 
more doubts about the sci¬ 
ence of dim ale change, es¬ 
pecially when those doubts 
are an excuse for inaction.” 

In an historic deal a year 
ago in Japan, industrialised 
nations agreed to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
In Buenos Aires, they are 
trying to agree how these 
cuts are to be made 


A ream from Mabey & John¬ 
son, the Reading-based manu¬ 
facturers of Bailey bridges, 
has mei Honduran ofiidals 
and representatives from the 
World Bank and the British 
Embassy, in the hope of reach¬ 
ing a deal to supply its “rapid 
reaction bridge system”. 

The company has already in¬ 
structed its factory in Chep¬ 
stow to increase production in 
antidpation of large orders. 
This country needs a mini¬ 
mum of $125 million (£78 mil¬ 
lion) in bridges,” said Jonath¬ 
an Danos. sales director for 
Latin America. "We believe we 
have the answer.” 

pie Honduras Government 
estimates that it needs more 
than three miles of temporary 
bridge-building materials in or¬ 
der to restore road communica¬ 
tions between its main towns. 
It has no time to even consider 
long-term bridge projects. 

Bailey bridges, which were 
widely used in Bosnia to help a 
war-damaged infrastructure, 
are suited to an emergency. In¬ 
vented by Sir Donald Bailey in 
the late 1930s, they were de¬ 
signed to meet British military 


Briton is 
kidnapped 
in Nigeria 

A BRITON was among seven 
people kidnapped by militant 
Nigerian youths from an oil 
rig in the delta region, as a 
shutdown in the flow of oil 
from foreign-owned units en¬ 
tered its 38th day (Michael 
Binyon writes). 

The seven foreign nationals 
also included a Croatian, an 
Italian, a South African and 
three Americans. They were 
kidnapped on Wednesday, to¬ 
gether with a Nigerian, while 
working for Texaco and other 
Western oil companies operat¬ 
ing on a Texaco-owned off¬ 
shore rig in Bayelsa state. 

The Briton’s name has not 
been released. The Foreign Of¬ 
fice said it was following up 
the reports and had offered 
consular help. But in many 
kidnapping cases, foreign oU 
companies free the hostages 
by swift payment of a ransom. 

There has been an upsurge 
of violence in the delta as 
youths have gone on the ram¬ 
page. demanding a clean-up of 
the environment and more 
spending and social amenities 
in the oil-producing region. 


Quote of the day from Corby 


"James, 
why don't you 
write books 
that people 
can read." 


Nora joya 
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specifications, in that they could 
be erected quickly, in the dark, 
by hand and under gunfire. 

Made from galvanised steel, 
they consist of panels measur¬ 
ing 10ft by 7£ft that slot easily 
together. They have the added 
advantage of being easily as¬ 
sembled by military construc¬ 
tion brigades that are familiar 
with the design. Honduras is 
no stranger itself to Bailey 
bridges, which were used in 
1974 after Hurricane fifi. the 
courtrry’s last big storm. 

□ Clinging for life: Even as 
international relief efforts were 
under way across Central 
America, several hundred peo¬ 
ple were still dinging to trees 
yesterday in flooded areas of 
Honduras, awaiting rescue. 

Some 1.200 people along the 
remote Mosquito Coast of Hon¬ 
duras were still cut off by 
floods. Anibal Delgado, of the 
National Agrarian Institute, 
said. Among the people await¬ 
ing rescue, several hundred 
were perched on treerops to 
save themselves from the 
floods, he said, adding that rain 
and fog had stopped helicopters 
from reaching the area. (AFP) 



WORLD IN BRIEF 


A guard watches over a bus swept away by floods on the Choluteca river in Honduras 


Monks let women 
see Goya frescoes 

Madrid: For the first time in more than two centuries women 
have been allowed to view a series of seven frescoes painred 
by Goya in the dosed Carthusian monastery of Aula Dei in 
Zaragoza, eastern Spain (Giles Tremlett writes). There were 
feminist demonstrations outside the monastery Iasi year after 
the monks refused to lift the rule forbidding women from en¬ 
tering their spiritual sanauajy. A tunnel has now been con¬ 
structed so that women can enter the frescoes roan without 
walking through the monastery. Queen Sofia led a group of 
500 women to see the works restored with public money. 

Nuclear plant fears 

Paris: Greenpeace, the environmental watchdog, claimed 
that the French nudear reprocessing plant at La Hague was 
emitting "worrisome" levels of radioactive carbon. The group 
said an analysis of grass and leaves surrounding the plant 
showed concentrations of carbon-14 that are two to seven 
times greater than normal levels, adding: “It is clear that the 
entire area surrounding La Hague, especially the pan down¬ 
wind from the plant, is seriously contaminated.” (AP) 

OJ in TV custody plea 

Los Angeles: Facing a custody battle for his children. OJ. 
Simpson telephoned a television news station and pleaded his 
case for an hour on the airwaves (Giles WhitteU writes). He in¬ 
sisted in the impromptu interview thar he was a good father 
who did not kill his wife and deserved to be left alone with his 
children. When asked why his blood was found by the mur¬ 
dered bodies of their mother and a friend he hung up. 

Cod and ships 

Oslo: The Norwegian Navy* submarine corps has ran into 
an unexpected problem — lovesick fish. Teeming schools of 
passionate cod. in the midst of a frenzied mating season, 
make so much noise that the submarines' sonar cannot hear 
anything else, making it almost impossible to navigate in the 
waters of the Norwegian Sea. according to a defence study. 
Tito cod grunt repeatedly to attract potential mates. (AP) 
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More than 80 
hurt in Jakarta 
student riots 


By Patricia Noonan 
IN JAKARTA 

AND OUR FOREIGN STAFF 

VIOLENCE broke out in the 
Indonesian capital for a sec¬ 
ond day yesterday as the mili¬ 
tary fired teargas, water can¬ 
non and blanks in an effort to 
prevent thousands of student 
demonstrators from marching 
on parliament 

Some reports said that as 
many as 83 people had been in¬ 
jured. 15 of them critically. 

Soldiers dressed in riot gear 
also fired rubber bullets and 
used bamboo canes to beat stu¬ 
dents protesting against the 
holding of a special session of 
the People’s Consultative As¬ 
sembly (MPR). Troops fired 
over the heads of students lead¬ 
ing similar demonstrations on 
Wednesday. They beat three 
Indonesian journalists and a 
student protester. 

Tens of thousands of demon¬ 
strators braved torrential rain 


late into the evening in a tense 
stand-off with hundreds of sol¬ 
diers at two locations in Jakar¬ 
ta. The students — dressed in 
yellow and blue university 
jackets — locked arms, sang 
songs and chanted slogans 
less than a yard from the mili¬ 
tary line-up. 

The MPR. Indonesia’s high¬ 
est legislative body, is meeting 
to pass legislation' on political 
structures ahead of parliamen¬ 
tary and presidential elections 
next year. 

It is the first time that the 
1 . 000 -member body has met 
since it re-elected former Presi¬ 
dent Suharto to his seventh 
consecutive five-year term last 
May. Mr Suharto was forced 
to resign two months later 
when anti-government pro¬ 
tests degenerated into riots 
that left more than 1.200 
people dead. 

Bur sfudent protesters and 
opposition leaders say that be¬ 
cause the Assembly is made 



Protesters flee as a riot policeman fires his gun while 
guarding an injured comrade in Jakarta yesterday 


up of delegates left over from 
the Suharto regime, it is not a 
valid forum to discuss political 
reform. 

They also want President 
Habibie, who was the Vice- 
President under Mr Suharto, 
to step down. 

“Habibie is the product of 
the Suharto regime. We know 
that Habibie is no good. Hie 
students are the voice of the 
people.*’ said one protester. 

Amien Rais, the opposition 
party leader — who led dozens 
of rallies that helped bring 
down Mr Suharto — said he 
wanted to wait until the end of 
the MPR session today before 
deciding if he will encourage 
his supporters to join the dem¬ 
onstrations to put “pressure*' 
on the Government 

"Whether by sending people 
in the streets or meeting face to 
face with the leaders of the 
MPR. or by doing something 
else, I do not know yet," Mr 
Rais said. 

General Wiranto. the head 
of the Indonesian Armed Forc¬ 
es. promised that soldiers in¬ 
volved in Wednesday's beat¬ 
ings of journalists and demon¬ 
strators would be punished. 

The MPR agenda yesterday 
included limiting the Presi¬ 
dent to two terms and investi¬ 
gating the personal wealth of 
Mr Suharto and his family. 

Students also want the mili¬ 
tary kicked out of parliament, 
where it holds 75 seats. 

The Assembly has derided 
to work towards phasing out 
the military from parliament 
over Bve years, a ruling party 
faction leader said. 
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Settler 
plan by 
Israel 
‘flouts 
accord’ 

By Christopher Walker 

IN JERUSALEM 


LESS than 24 hours after the 
Cabinet ratified the new peace 
deal with the Palestinians, Is¬ 
rael yesterday published de¬ 
layed tenders for ‘building 
more titan 1,000 homes for 
Jews at the disputed settle¬ 
ment site of Har Homa in an¬ 
nexed east Jerusalem. 

The move prompted a furi¬ 
ous reaction from Palestinians 
who said it violated the peace 
accords and demanded that 
the US. Much brokered last 
month’s hard-won Wye deal, 
should once again intervene. 

Hassan Asfour. a leading 
Palestinian negotiator, said it 
showed that Binyamin Netan¬ 
yahu. the Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter, was more interested in pla¬ 
cating Jewish settlers and 
hardeners opposed to trading 
land for peace than pursuing 
his new obligations under the 
Wye accord. 

“If the Israeli side continues 
in this way. it means that they 
want to lead the relationship 
with the Palestinians to con¬ 
frontation." he added. 

It was Mr Netanyahu’s deci¬ 
sion to send bulldozers to be¬ 
gin building the infrastructure 
at Har Homa that triggered 
the 19-month hah in peace ne¬ 
gotiations ended by the agree¬ 
ment at Wye. 

Last night there were signs 
that even some on the Israeli 
Right opposed the move. Zvi 
Hendel, one of a number of 
Knesset members from the Na¬ 
tional Religious Party, claim¬ 
ed it was “a bid to appease the 
Right that would not succeed". 

Mr Hendel is one of a 
number of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s former backers who have 
vowed to overthrow him be¬ 
cause of the Wye agreement. 

Ehud Barak, leader of the 
main opposition Labour Par¬ 
ty. said publishing the tender 
at such a delicate moment was 
“nothing more than political 
compensation for those oh the 
Right who oppose the Wye 
deal". 

Mr Netanyahu has consist¬ 
ently argued that, as Har 
Homa is part of Jerusalem, 
claimed as Israel’s “eternal 
and indivisible” capital, it is 
not a new Jewish settlement, 
but merely a new building 
scheme needed to house a pop¬ 
ulation overflow. 

Criticism of the Har Homa 
scheme by Robin Cook, Brit¬ 
ain’s Foreign Secretary, led to 
his first official visit to the 
country ending in a diplomatic 
furore. 
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Cheung Tze-keung, the Hong Kong gangster sentenced to death in south China 

Beijing sentences gangsters 
from Hong Kong to death 


From Jill McGivering in hong kong 


A HONG KONG gang lead¬ 
er and four associates have 
been sentenced to death by a 
court in Canton, south Chin a. 

Cheung Tze-keung. known 
as Big Spender because of his. 
fast cars and gambling, was ' 
convicted of armed robbery, 
smuggling explosives and kid¬ 
nappings. including the ab¬ 
duction of the son of Li 
Ka-shing. a Hong Kong prop¬ 
erty billionaire. Almost 30 
other gang members, also 
found guilty, were jailed. 

The verdict has raised con¬ 
cern in Hong Kong about the 
independence of its legal sys¬ 
tem now that the territory is 


part of China. Although they 
were caught on the mainland, 
many of the suspects were 
Hong Kong residents and 
most of their crimes were com¬ 
mitted in the former colony. 

• Despite pleas from rela¬ 
tives, the Hong Kong Govern¬ 
ment refused to ask the main¬ 
land for the return of the men 
for trial in the territory, where 
the legal system is more trans¬ 
parent and where they would 
not face the death penalty. 

Tung Chee-hwa, Hong 
Kong’s Chief Executive, de¬ 
fended the derision, saying 
the suspects had also violated 
Chinese laws and that the ter¬ 


ritory must respect China's 
legal procedures. 

Bur Ivan Tang, a defence 
lawyer, called it the death of 
the one-country, two-systems 
formula — the guarantee of 
autonomy given .when Hong 
Kong was returned to China 
last year. He attacked the 
Hong Kong Government for 
failing to monitor the trial 
closely and said he would call 
on the British Government 
for help in his battle to bring 
the trial to Hong Kong. 

Pressure is growing for the 
territory to have a formal 
arrangement with Beijing for 
the return of suspects. 


Brittan 
in plea 
to stop 
stalling 
on euro 


From Charles Bremnek ■ 

IN BRUSSELS 

THE British Govemmeit 
should stop wavering over e> 
try to the European single cu- 
rency and immediately start’ 
preparing the country for lie 
euro. Sir Leon Brinan. Vie- - 
President of the EU Commis¬ 
sion, will say today. 

Britain had wasted a valui- 
ble opportunity to shape the ft- ■ 
ture of monetary union aid. 
Tony Blair’s Government, d- 
though favourable towards ‘ 
the euro, could not stand aside 
and “expect others to do is 
spade work for it”, accordirg 
to the former Tory Cabirrt, 
minister and strong supporter - 
of British euro membership, < 

Ministers had given conflict- ’ 
ing signals over the past wetk. 
on when or if Britain joined; 
the currency. ‘This is sense¬ 
less political zig-zaggirg 
which neither clarifies the Gov¬ 
ernment’s own position nor 
helps to encourage a bolder or 
more forward-looking a> 
proach.” Sir Leon will tell an 
audience in Leeds. ‘The time 
for leadership is now. Further: 
delay will neither make the ; 
Government's own job any.’ 
easier, nor would it serve the; 
best interests of the country.’; 

Sir Leon, who is to retire; 
from the Commission at the 
end of next year, has been wag-’ 
ing an increasingly outspoken-; 
campaign to alert the British; 
political world to what he sees? 
as the folly of Britain staying; 
outside a project that wilt 
bring substantial economic" 
gain to Europe. • 

□ Saider successor Oskar La- ■ 
fontaine. Germany's powerful.; 
new Finance Minister, was ar 
the centre of a flurry of reports^ 
yesterday of a Franco-German i 
manoeuvre ro put a German? 
at the head of the European'’ 
Commission and a French-;, 
man in a powerful new post as; 
the EUls "foreign minister. 

The office of Gerhard Schrti: 
der. the Chancellor, denied; 
German media reports that 
Bonn was lobbying for Herr 
Lafoniaine, who is also presi¬ 
dent of the Social Democrat, 
Party, to succeed Jacques Sant- 
er as head of the Commission 
when his term ends in Decem¬ 
ber next year. 

Herr Lafontaine himself 
joked: “Rumours are always 
rumours. In fact. I’m interest¬ 
ed in the Pope's job.” Diplo¬ 
mats suggested the German 
flurry, started by a report in 
Die Zeit, was an attempt by 
Herr Schroder's camp to un¬ 
dermine his leading rivaL £ 


Poppy tribute in Spain for ‘man who never was’ 


From Goes Tremlett 

IN MADRID 

FOR the first time since his death, pop¬ 
pies were yesterday lying at foe foot of 
a gravestone bearing the real name of 
one of the Second World War’s most 
mysterious heroes, popularly known 
as ’The Man Who Never Was”. 

The poppies were lying in the Ceme¬ 
tery of Solitude in Huelva, southwest 
Spain, by the stone that now bears the 
name of Glendwyr Michael, a Welsh 
down-and-out whose body was used in 
one of the warts most brilliant espio¬ 
nage operations. His name was added 


to the stone earlier this year after de¬ 
classified war documents divulged the 
identity of a man German agents be¬ 
lieved to be a drowned Royal Marines 
intelligence officer named Major Wil¬ 
liam Martin. 

False papers placed on his body 
fooled Hitler into thinking that the Al¬ 
lies would not invade Sicily in July 
1943. 

For 40 years die gravestone in Huel¬ 
va has borne William Martin’s name. 
Now the inscription reads: "Glendwyr 
Michael, served as Major William 
Martin RM." 

Isabel Naylor, an English woman in 


Huelva whose family has tended the 
grave for the past 40 years, laid paper 
poppies and red carnations in memory 
of the man whose body was dumped 
off the Spanish coast by a Royal Navy 
submarine in April 1943. 

Glendwyr Michael was chosen for 
his mission after he ate rat poison and 
died, aged 34, of a liver complaint in a 
London hospital. The cause of death 
was considered sufficiently similar to 
drowning to fool German spies operat¬ 
ing in southern Spain. 

His body was dressed in the uniform 
of a Royal Marines major and a brief¬ 
case foil of false documents was 


drained to his wrist. Personal photo¬ 
graphs and letters were also added. 

The documents quickly found their 
way imo the hands of German agents 
who believed “Major Martin” had 
drowned after his aircraft crashed off 
Spain while returning from North Afri¬ 
ca. The documents eventually con¬ 
vinced Hitler to move troops from east¬ 
ern Sicily to Sardinia. 

Churchill was so proud of the opera¬ 
tion. codenamed “Mincemean that be 
personally broke an embargo on seae 
information so the story could be madt 
public. It was turned into the film Thi 
Man Who Never Was in 1955. 
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‘Jackal’ 

demands 

a death 

for each 
day in jail 

1 From Ben Macintyre in pajus 


VFTER more than a week on 
lunger strike, the convicted 
errorist Carlos the Jackal has 
ivritten a will in which he calls 
m fellow guerrillas to murder 
‘one American or Zionist” for 
wery day he has spent in jail 
n France. 

Venezuelan-bom Carlos . 
■eal name Illicit Ramirez 
sinchez. was sentenced to life 
mprisonment in December 
or the murder of two French 
secret agents in 1975. 

He claims to have started a 
lunger strike on November 3. 
refusing both food and liquids, 
n protest over his prison treat¬ 
ment He says he is being pre¬ 
vented from seeing visitors, 
lis mail is opened and he has 
lot been allowed to take 
r rench language courses. 

The jailed terrorist's lawyers 
;ay that he is prepared to “fast 
o death" — he has lost 171b in 
;ix days — but doctors at La 
fclnte prison reportedly be¬ 
lieve he is faking his hunger 
srike. Last night he had be¬ 
an drinking water again. His 
1 wyere said it was so he 
i ould not be sent to hospital 
In a will addressed to “the 
alestinian Mujahidin" and 
istributed through his law- 
er, Carlos declared: "1 ask as 
iy last wish as a living 
nartyr that an enemy Ameri- 
an or Zionist be executed for 
very day that 1 have spent in 
irison in Franoe... this is the 
iuty of my comrades, of all the 
mujahidin and all die world’s 


mwmrn 




Carlos: would like to be 
Saddam’s foot soldier 


revolutionaries.” Carlos. 49. 
who also waxed lyrical about 
“France, eternal France” in his 
will, was captured by Suda¬ 
nese security agents in Khar¬ 
toum in 1994. 

In a barrage of publicity 
linked to his strike, the notori¬ 
ously self-aggrandising terror¬ 
ist gave a newspaper interview 
in which he said he would be 
proud to fight for Saddam 
Hussein. He told the tabloid 
Fmnce-Soir that Iraq's Presi¬ 
dent had “committed terrible 
strategic mistakes”, but "re¬ 
mains the last Arab knight I 
would be proud to fight under 
his command as a simple foot 
soldier against the United 
States and Israel.” he said. 

He also wished good luck to 
Osama bin Laden, the Saudi 
millionaire indicted by an 
American federal court over 
the August bombings of two 
US Embassies in East Africa 
which killed 224 people. “Our 
paths have been different but 
we have the same enemy and 1 
wish him [Bin Laden] the 
greatest success possible in his 
nghL” 

A converted Muslim. Carlos 
told the paper he believed com¬ 
munism would be “a paradise 
on earth” and described him¬ 
self as a “professional revolu- 
tionaryr.He added that he is 
preparing to die in prison, and 
he has spent this week writing 
his memoirs (to be published 
in 20 years’ time) and firing off 
increasingly strange missives, 
including one to a dead Pales¬ 
tinian guerrilla and former 
comrade in arms, in which he 
said that he hoped they would 
soon be playing table-tennis 
together in heaven, “when you 
will beat me. as usual”. 

He complains that he is al¬ 
lowed to see nobody other 
than the prison hairdresser, 
and so he passes the time in 
his cell writing letters to pol¬ 
iticians and reading interna¬ 
tional newspapers. He is a reg¬ 
ular reader of The Times, he 
said, thus somewhat under¬ 
mining claims to have been 
cut off from the outside world. 

Should he survive his hun¬ 
ger strike, Carlos is unlikely to 
fight again: in addition to his 
life sentence, he is*being inves¬ 
tigated for bomb attacks and 
other terrorist offences. 
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Buddy in 
dog house 
after bite 


Washington: Buddy, the 
First Pooch, is in the dog 
house after sinking his teeth 
into the hand of President 
Clinton's helicopter piloL 
The bite has led animal ex¬ 
perts to daim he is suffering 
from stress (Damian Whit¬ 
worth writes). 

The White House admitted 
that Major John Faircloth re¬ 
quired a couple of stitches af¬ 
ter the incident, during a 
Camp David game of ball 
But a spokesman insisted it 
was an accident. “They both 
kind of went for the ball at 
the same time.” Buddy was 
not disciplined. 

But Roger Caras, of the 
American Society for the Pre¬ 
vention of Cruelty to Ani¬ 
mals, said Buddy was proba¬ 
bly troubled. "Dogs are emo¬ 
tional sponges. Buddy’s be¬ 
haviour is reflecting the ten¬ 
sions of his master." 

The 14-month-oid dog has 
been bad news for Socks, the 
First CaL After an arch- 
backed confrontation when 

Mr Clinton cried to introduce 
them, Socks "spends most of 
his time asleep in the laundiy 
room these days”, said a 
White House insider. 
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Lewinsky hiding 
from public gaze 


Buddy with President Clinton and his daughter, Chelsea. He has not been disciplined 


By Damian Whitworth 
IN WASHINGTON 

AS A nation waits to hear her 
voice, rare sightings of Moni¬ 
ca Lewinsky have revealed a 
life spent ttying to hide from 
the. world while deciding how 
best to make her grand en¬ 
trance into its living rooms. 

Physically transformed — 
her famously voluptuous fig: 
ure is now distinctly heavy - 
the most notorious woman in 
America has cut a sad figure, 
holed up in a New York hotel 
as she awaits word on deals 
for a Television confessional. 

Since she slipped in and out 
of the federal courthouse in 
Washington to make her ap¬ 
pearance before the Grand 
Jury in the summer, the Presi¬ 
dent's former paramour has 
been seldom spotted. 

After leaving her flat in the 
notorious Watergaie building 
in Washington — having apol¬ 
ogised to the neighbours for 
the inconvenience she had 
caused — she has apparently 
been dividing her time be¬ 
tween Los Angeles, where she 
grew up and where her lather 
still lives, and New York, her 
mother’s home. 

Having apparently bal¬ 
looned to more than 12 stone, 
she has been unkindly nick¬ 
named “Portly Pepperpot" 



Lewinsky: in New York 
with her mother 

and “Zeppelin" by American 
tabloids, which have run col¬ 
umns of advice From diet 
experts. Recordings of Ms 
Lewinsky’s conversations with 
her erstwhile friend. Linda 
Tripp, are expected to be re¬ 
leased by the House Judiciary 
Committee any day — intensi¬ 
fying the race to clinch a first 
television interview. 

Ms Lewinsky, believed to 
face a legal bill of around $2 
million (£12 million), is in 
talks with Channel 4, which is 
understood to be prepared to 
pay £400.000 for an interview. 
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UN spies losing battle with Baghdad 



Weapons inspectors uncovered much of 
Saddam's arsenal but now have little 
power, writes James Bone in New York 


on tactics 
by US 


THE United Nations Special Com* 
mission was once a swashbuckling 
band of former soldiers, spies ana 
scientists whose cloak-and-dagger 
tactics unearthed the most fearsome 
secrets of Iraq’s arsenal of mass de¬ 
struction. Those heady days, howev¬ 
er. are long gone. 

For months, and some would say 
years, this unprecedented UN spy 
agency has been eaten away by a 
what may be a terminal disease. 
With all its staff now evacuated 


from Baghdad, a bombing raid on 
Iraq could spell its imminent de¬ 
mise. The only consolation for sup¬ 
porters such as Britain and the Unit¬ 
ed States is that nobody imagined 
the agency would last so long. 

Established by the UN’s ceasefire 
resolution at the end of the Gulf 
War in 1991, Unscom was meant to 
complete its main business in about 
three months. The resolution re¬ 
quired Iraq to declare all its nuclear, 
biological and chemical weapons. 


and the missiles to deliver them, in 
just 15 days. Baghdad was meant to 
surrender them within 90 days. 

Although multinational in charac¬ 
ter. the key posts went to the coali¬ 
tion leaders. the British and Ameri¬ 
cans. or to personnel from other 
countries that they trusted. The first 
Unscom chairman was Swedish 
and the current head is Australian, 
but an American always served as 
the second-in-command. 

The UN likes to boast that its in¬ 
spections destroyed many times 
more Iraqi weaponry than the thou¬ 
sands of bombing sorties flown dur¬ 
ing the Gulf War. Its accomplish¬ 
ments are indeed remarkable: the in¬ 
spectors found the 150ft “SupergurT 
built, with British parts, up a hill¬ 


side in the Iraqi desert pointing at 
Tel Aviv. They destroyed about 
40,000 chemical weapons at an in¬ 
cinerator at Iraq's main chemical 
weapons installation, Mutbanna. 
They have dismantled Iraq's nucle¬ 
ar weapons programme, and ac¬ 
counted for 81? of Iraq’s 819 Scud 
missiles. 

Nevertheless, much business re¬ 
mains undone. Unscom's discover¬ 
ies forced Baghdad into admitting 
that it had produced enough biologi¬ 
cal agent to kill the whole popula¬ 
tion of the world four times over. 
But Unscom has never found any bi¬ 
ological weaponry intact even 
though it suspects that Saddam still 
has a biological arsenal 

By 1994, the commission had ap¬ 


peared to run aground in the face of 
Iraqi intransigence. But the injec¬ 
tion of intelligence from Israel gave 
the inspectors a second wind. 

By early 1996. however. Iraq was 
again blocking the biological investi¬ 
gation and Unscorn's attention 
turned to the “concealment inspec¬ 
tions" devised by a former US Ma¬ 
rine intelligence officer, Scott Ritter. 

Mr Ritters inspections proved pre¬ 
dictably provocative. Iraq pressured 
Rolf Ekeus, then head of Unscom. to 
agree to ground rules for access to 
sites deemed “sensitive" by Iraq. 
When the inspections continued. 
Iraq balked. In October 1997 it ex¬ 
pelled American UN inspectors. 

Although Mr Ritter was deter¬ 
mined to continue, the United States 


s 

i, 
*r- 

pulled the rug out from under h£. 
feet. On at least six occasions, fro?! 
last November. Washington into:. 
vened to block a Ritter inspection 3 
as not to provoke a new stand-off. _. 

The deal negotiated by Kofi Aiy 
nan. the UN Secretary-General, il , 
February, placed tresh restriction 
on inspections of eight presidents . 
sites. Even so. Mr Ritter travelled* 
Baghdad in August, ostensibly £• 
part of an Unscom negotiating tea#, 
with secret orders to mount two nefc; 
surprise inspections. J?' 

Sandy Berger, the US National S;. 
curity Adviser, saw Mr Ritter $i*.. 
Baghdad on CNN and demanded 
that he be confined immediately fc: 
UN premises. On his return horns',:. 
Mr Ritter resigned. :t 


US abandons 
strategy of 
surgical strikes 


IRAQ: THE TARGETS AND THE FORCES 


Chemical weapons 


I Missfle faculties 


By Michael Evans. 

DEFENCE EDITOR 

THE Pentagon has drawn up 
a list of 250 targets in Iraq for 
military strikes, including fac¬ 
ilities considered to be crucial 
to President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein's survival as leader. 

The comprehensive content 
of the target plan underlines 
the switch in strategy (hat 
Washington has now adopted. 
President Clinton and his secu¬ 
rity advisers are dearly con¬ 
vinced that Tomahawk cruise 
missile raids are not enough to 
bring the Iraqi leader to heel. 

The buiid-up of forces in the 
Gulf region, the dispatching of 
B52s to the Indian Ocean 
island of Diego Garcia and the 
readiness of the B2 stealth 
bombers at their base in Mis¬ 
souri to participate in an air 
campaign have given the dear¬ 
est signal to Baghdad that this 
time the raids will be punitive 
and on a large scale. 

There were signs yesterday 
of Republican Guard units dis¬ 
persing from their barracks, 
indicating that Saddam is tak¬ 
ing seriously the warnings 
from Mr Clinton of airs trikes 
unless he backs down soon. 

However, the United Stales 
and Britain. Washington’s 
principal supporter, will have 
to ensure that the air raids do 
not cause extensive collateral 
damage for fear, of providing 
Saddam with propaganda ma¬ 
terial. If American and British 


TARGETS 


bombs and missiles cause civil¬ 
ian deaths, the purpose of the 
airstrikes will be undermined 
and Saddam will gain sym¬ 
pathy from the Arab world. 

Paul Beaver of Jane’s Infor¬ 
mation Group said: “At the 
moment the Gulf states are on 
board but a lor of collateral 
damage could make it difficult 
for them to maintain their sup¬ 
port for Washington." 

Some of the ejected targets 
on the list are in residential 
areas where even precision- 
guided bombs could easily 
miss their mark and cause civ¬ 
ilian casualties. 

These targets include the 
Special Security Service head¬ 
quarters in Palestine Street in 
Baghdad. The service, which 
is responsible for protecting 
Saddam from assassins, also 
has premises near the al- 
Rashid hotel in Baghdad 
where journalists and foreign 
businessmen usually stay. The 
rebuilt Ministry of Defence in 
the capital is also Ukely to be 
on the target list 

One of the challenges for 
American military planners is 
that many of the suspected bio¬ 
logical warfare laboratories 
are in populated areas and are 
seemingly medical facilities. 
United Nations inspectors vis¬ 
ited 79 suspected biological 
weapons production facilities. 

1 But some were producing vac- 
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Janoary l938: Baghdad blocks LiN weapons checks. 

Febnianr 1998: BuiUMtp of American and British forces In Gulf 
February 1998: renewed conflict postponed after deal signed 
between Iraq and Kofl Annan. UN SaaetaryGeneraf 
August 1998: New tensions over arms inspections 
November 1998: Baghdad calls off an cooperation aver arms checks 
November 1998: US starts to build up forces for strikes against Iraq 
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9.000 in Kuwait 3.000 en route 


cines and pharmaceuticals. 
Others wore breweries, distil¬ 
leries and dairies with equip¬ 
ment that could be used for 
making biological weapons. 

Other likely targets include 
Republican Guard . head¬ 
quarters at Radwaniya, ArRa- 


madi and al-Amaram and the 
Special Republican Guard bar¬ 
racks in Talent, Saddam’s 
birthplace. 

The list of 250 targets is 
.thought to include 45 presiden¬ 
tial palaces when; it is suspect¬ 
ed Saddam is concealing bio¬ 


logical and chemical weapons. 
His chemical and biological 
weapons programme—devel¬ 
oping and storing anthrax, VX 
nerve gas, mustard gas. botuli- 
nura totin. sarin nerve agent. 
“Agent 15” nerve gas and cya¬ 
nide —is still active. British in¬ 


telligence assessments are that 
Saddam has “weaponised" 
some of these chemical and bi¬ 
ological warfare agents and 
has concealed them in small 
quantities at secret sites 
around Iraq. The Iraqi leader 
also" has a small number of 


Scud missiles hidden in secret 
locations which could be made 
operational in a matter of 
days. 

Even a long-running air 
campaign will never eliminate 
all the stocks of biological 
weapons. However, the strate¬ 


gy behind the latest US mil¬ 
iary planning is to cause ma.- 
sive damage to Iraq’s militar; 
infrastructure so as to make t 
difficult for Saddam to mou/t 
any form of meaningful re tax¬ 
ation, and to cause lastin' 
damage to his power base. 
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The PEP that beat 98%' 

of the competition. 

Don’t miss this outstanding opportunity 



The Scottish Widows European PEP is a star performer 
in any language. It offers superb potential to make your 
money grow. , \ ■' —■=» 


• Outperformed over 98% of all 539 unit mist PEPs over the last 5 years. 

• Invests in a Trust which has been ‘AAA' rated in 6 out of the last 
7 years". 

• Investors would have enjoyed average returns of I8.9% + pJL 
had the Trust been available as a PEP since launch- 

• 2% discount on new lump sum investments and 
transfers before 31st December 1998. 

If you’re looking for outstanding growth potential, go 
for a genuine star performer. Call now' for full details 
on how to apply or transfer your existing PEP. 

Don’t Delay! 

For a prioricy application form call now on 

0345 6789 10 

and quote ref no. 391BB5 

S COTTIS H WIDOWS 

wwrwjcottishwidowrsxO.uk 
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CHICKEN TONIGHT SIZZLE & STIR 


TWO JAR FORMAT 



Due to Chicken Tonight's commitment to the 
highest standards of safety and quality, we have 
taken the precautionary measure of recalling our 
new Sizzle & Stir cooking sauces. This is due to 
a production defect in a small number of packs. 
This recall affects all the new Chicken Tonight 
Sizzle & Stir varieties of Korma, Balti, Tikka 
Masala, Thai Sweet Chilli, Peking and Sweet 
& Sour sauces. NO OTHER CHICKEN TONIGHT 
JARS ARE AFFECTED. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO 

If you have purchased one of the above packs 
please dispose of the jars and contents and send 
the barcode from the wrapper together with 
your name and address to CHICKEN TONIGHT, 
FREEPOST BU279, NELSON. LANCASHIRE BBS 5BR. 
You will receive your product replacement voucher 
as quickly as possible. 

We apologise for any inconvenience caused and 
would like to thank all our customers in advance 
for their understanding and co-operation. 
FREEPHONE: 0800 141214 
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Tourists head home as 
Israelis fear gas attack 


British holidaymakers cut short their vacation in the Red Sea resort of Eilat yesterday 


HUNDREDS of British holi- 
daymakers were yesterday in 
the vanguard of what could be¬ 
come a mass tourist evacua¬ 
tion from Israel after the For¬ 
eign Office issued a warning 
against non-essentiai travel in 
case of Iraqi retaliation for at¬ 
tacks on Baghdad. 

At the same time, the Israeli 
Army’s Home Front Com¬ 
mand opened 66 centres to dis¬ 
tribute new and replacement 
gas masks and anti-chemical 
warfare kits to Israeli citizens. 
These will be open round-the- 
clock as long as the stand-off 
with Iraq continues. 

The Israeli authorities insist¬ 
ed that there was no shortage 
of masks although during the 
last crisis, in February, foreign 
nationals — especially tourists 
— found it difficult to obtain 
any. In any case, their protec¬ 
tion value is doubled by many 
military experts. 

Israel Radio reported that 
Thomson, the British travel 
operator, had hired LS coaches 
to ferry 600 holidaymakers 
and four staff to the mam 
Ovda airport near the Red Sea 


Travel firms respond to Foreign Office fears of Iraqi 
retaliation, reports Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


resort of Eilat, where four air¬ 
craft were on hand to fly them 
to Garwick, Luton and Man¬ 
chester airports. Hundreds 
more are expected to be flown 
home today as holiday firms 
rethink plans to send thou¬ 
sands of tourists to the Middle 
East in the Christmas run-up. 

The crisis move instilled a 
mood of panic among some 
holidaymakers who were told 
that if they stayed on. they 
would have to make their own 
way back to Britain. An Israeli 
hairdresser whose elderly 
aunt had just arrived from 
Manchester, said: "She felt 
that she had no alternative but 
to get out as quickly as possi¬ 
ble. She would have been wor¬ 
ried-stiff had she stayed on.” 

A Thomson spokeswoman 
said the evacuation was to 
avoid exposing holidaymakers 
to “unnecessary risk”. She add¬ 
ed: “Ovda is a military airport. 
If Israel came under fine, or at¬ 


tack. it would be dosed and we 
would not be able id get cus¬ 
tomers out." Thomson an¬ 
nounced a helpline — 0161 911 
8454 — and Sunworid. which 
is bringing home its 59 custom¬ 
ers in Israel, has information 
on 0990134906. 

The Foreign Office advice, 
which came after a similar cau¬ 
tion from the US State Depart¬ 
ment, told Britons: "We advise 
against all noivessemial travel 
to Israel and the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories (West Bank Gaza 
Strip and Golan Heights).” 

The message’s urgency was 
said by diplomats to reflea offi¬ 
cial belief that the first strike 
on Iraq is imminent It also 
said that all British nationals 
in Israel and the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories “may wish to consider 
their own plans” British sourc¬ 
es estimated that in any month 
there are about 30,000 British 
passport holders in Israel, but 
an official said it was hard to 


estimate how many were holi¬ 
daymakers and how many Is¬ 
raeli dual-nationals travelling 
on British passports. 

In Tel Aviv, 400 British resi¬ 
dents are registered with the 
embassy. The advice conclud¬ 
ed: **We are not advising 
against travel to oiher parts of 
the Middle East Those con¬ 
templating travelling to the 
area in the near future should 
stay in touch with develop¬ 
ments and take sensible pre¬ 
cautions. They are strongly 
advised to register with the 
nearest British Embassy im¬ 
mediately on arrival.” 

The wording reflected diplo¬ 
matic fears that if American 
and British attacks begin in 
earnest, there could be a 
groundswell of anti-American 
and anti-British feeling on the 
streets of Arab cities which 
could explode into violence 
against property or citizens. 

Yesterday Yassir Arafat, the 


Palestinian leader who sup¬ 
ported Iraq in the 1991 Gulf 
War. told The Jerusalem Post. 
“1 hope and urge that there 
will not be an attack against 
Iraq. Peace in the Middle East 
will be negatively affected.” 

Despite opening gas mask 
centres, the Israeli Govern¬ 
ment fried to play down the 
likelihood of revenge Scud mis¬ 
sile attacks against the Jewish 
State. “We feel that the 
chances of any kind of attack 
are ... close to zero, but as 
long as there is any possibility 
at all. we have to be prepared." 
said David Bar-Man, Commu¬ 
nications Director for the 
Prime Ministers Office. 

Binyamin Netanyahu met 
his top security- ministers yes¬ 
terday to discuss Israeli readi¬ 
ness for a possible US strike 
that might trigger retaliation. 
Asked how Israel, which held 
its fire under US pressure in 
1991. would respond this time, 
ihe Prime Minister said: ”1 
think Israel can defend itself, 
and will if necessary.” 

Leading article, page 23 


Aziz fires first in 
soundbite war 
on satellite TV 


By Bronwen Maddox in 
WASHINGTON 

and MichaelTheodouloii 

IN NICOSIA 

IRAQ yesterday defiantly lam¬ 
basted the United States for its 
military build-up. provoking 
an immediate hard-line retort 
from Washington that there 
was no room for negotiation, 
and that an attack would 
inilia “significant” damage. 

The extraordinary exchange 
of "diplomacy by television”, 
with furious insults beamed 
into each Government’s inner 
chambers by satellite news me¬ 
dia. revealed a lack of desire to 
compromise on either side. 

In a fluenr20-minwe tirade, 
delivered in faultless English 
to ranks of television cameras 
in Baghdad, Tariq Aziz. Iraq’s 
Deputy Prime Minister, ac¬ 
cused ihe US of “killing the Ira¬ 
qi people” through economic 
sanctions. He said Iraqis had 
“no feat" of dying m a US at¬ 
tack because the United Na- 
tions-imposed oil embargo 
was killing them anyway. 

Mr Aaz accused the 
Unscom arms inspection unit 
of being “a subsidiary of the 
CIA and Mossad” (Israeli intel¬ 
ligence), as well as hitting out 
at “Anglo-Saxon so-called ex¬ 
perts” at the UN. 

While his speech represent¬ 
ed no change in the Govern¬ 
ment’s position, coming a day 
after President Clinton or¬ 
dered an acceleration of the 
military build-up in the area, 
the language was markedly 
harsher than previously. 

The White House, watching 
intently on television, respond¬ 
ed within five minutes by de¬ 
claring that Mr Aziz’s outburst 
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was the sound of “a lone voice 
that is completely isolated”. 

In a diplomatic break¬ 
through for the Clinton Admin¬ 
istration. a range of Western 
and Arab countries yesterday 
broke their silence to condemn 
Iraq’s refusal to co-operate 
with UN arms inspectors. 

That marks a significant 
change from earlier tension in 
February, when the US con¬ 
spicuously lacked support in¬ 
ternationally or at home. 

James Rubin, a State De¬ 
partment spokesman, said 
that "no amount of polemic or 
attempt to shift blame is going 
to change the fart that the 
whole world is placing respon¬ 
sibility For an attack on Iraq’s 
doorstep". 

William Cohen, the Defence 
Secretary, warned Iraq yester¬ 
day that any military strikes 
would be “significant". 

The US forged ahead with 
its military build-up. A dozen 
B52 bombers and a dozen F117 
stealth fighters left yesterday. 
But it will take nearly two 
weeks before forces in the Gulf 
are at the level of March, 
when the US and Iraq last 
came to the brink of war. 

Ordinary Iraqis were re¬ 
signed to impending attack. 
“They fed utterly impotent." 
said an Asian diplomat in 
Baghdad. 

“On the one hand they can! 
do anything to get rid of their 
leader and on the other Ameri¬ 
ca is determined to keep sanc¬ 
tions. Their main priority is en¬ 
suring the gains they have got 
from the oil-for-food deal are 
not destroyed. 



1 T l" ' nenutv Prime Minister, denounces 

■» Ba s hdad yesterday 
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Now you can Talk 
to your Time PC! 

It’s not science fiction, but 
science fact! 



Our promise to you 
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Using a Time PC 
is now Easy! 

You can command your 
Time PC by simply talking 
to it. Run software, dictate 
letters, print and fax 
without having to touch 
the mouse or keyboard! 


This is because every Time PC has IBM 
state-of-the-art ViaVoice 98 Executive speech 
recognition system built-in (as seen on TV) and Time 
is the only PC range in the UK so designed! 

What’s more this superb FamilyPC Package also 
includes a top quality printer, scanner, Internet pack, 
games pack, business suite and much more! Everything 
for just £799 +VAT. 
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Time can offer such amazing value because we cut 
out the middleman by building our PCs using the latest 
technology and selling them direct to you via our own stores. 


1 .333M-II FamilyPC Exec System 


■ 333SMIBM Procasaor • 64Mb SDRAM • 4JCbihnd dak ■ S12K Cache • TVOot 

• 30 WoMtaUe sou* *14* OTO* colour screen • 32 spaad CDflOM Drtva 

» Wlidlpw a 98, Speakers. Keyboard & Mwe • Vto 2000 Connate* * Becovay dfak 

• 80 min Video takwr • Arshins • At Backup CO* and stented fettns inducted 
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Advanced scanner also . . 
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1 IBM Speech Pack 
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Now over 110 
stores nationwide 

Open 7 days a week 
For store details Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 
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Modem. Internet Pack 


7 eOnc-lop ancyctopedas, tapuages, GCSE 
Packs and morel (fHP war £500) 


US 


58K Vote tax/daa Modem. 

Free Wemm mat wttfrmal 
and Supsvoica mmmamtttm 
(RHP CflB) 



Business Home Software Pack 


30 tap pads far home and wok taduanp lob* Snwatee Menton U Ollee Bute (HUP nor £600) 
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we’re on your side 


TIME-The awa y dwinnfng PC nsmiaclurer 
that’s the UK's LARGEST PC RETAILER 



Visit your local TIME store 
. for your FREE Video 
-Choosing the Right 
PC" presented by 
Anna Wer in plain 
jargon-free English. 
Phis pick up our latest 
PC Buyer's Guide. 
Offers extended to 19th November ^ 



O ol 12 Months Interest Free Credit 

NO Deposit NO Payments NO Interest 

fS. for in-store orders Until November 1999 \ . IfMyrepaidby November 1999 . . 

Typical Finance Example: No deposit At the end of 12 months either pay cash price of £1000 (APR 0%) or 36 months 
£1760.00 APR 26.8%. Finance is subject to status. Written details Tkne, StmonSone, BB127GT 

BattJtinftJ Stecnstone Bumtoy.Uras!»B8127CT,FteNiffllwrm2B277am.50nd«iiOTyiwkcVATprawe!uitecoutede^ctaBBi^ RW»,spedBcaimam«flBra 

suuied to dam ertaMlN wd m Coidttre ctf Sale (copes ariabte « request). Goods nomsiy dfifattd nAhfti S7 Op. AK erdere Mkd *Wn ZB dap ufenolhenfespedfedlnrtadiystandailincfcftfatoimaHjron^^ 

M app* 0 * *" l 085 - D^endng on padoge. software applicdne are pre-teded and si^ptad on CD «lli n»*ie TVOul taefiy iBqdra SCARF corrector on TV and spedal obis [avafUto d wra coEQPrintei ratte nUta st oflra cod. PtUDgiaphy^dtvara packs are shown tor 

Sus&aUm orfy Tims ta a regfe**®! tradanak. Tin* we're on yaf skte. Time Hautfoss Logo and RamByPC are TadarariS d Tana Conquer Spawns Lid. ESOE. 


Direct Order Line Freephone 

0800 771107 

Direct Sales Lines Open; 
Monday-Friday 8.30am-8pm, 
Saturday 9am-5pm. Sunday lOam-ipm 




















Beautifully 
palmed in 
reds and 
greens. Tiny 
clear beads 
cover the surface and mate it 
shimmer. Hand-painted silk 
stem and leaves. 

General Trading Company 
( 0171 - 7300411 ) 



9/10 


GUTTER STAR, 

£ 8.75 

Large glitter framework 
star could be hung on 
the tree or rest on top. 
Light enough not to 
drag down branches. 
Stunning, 
inventory 
( 0171 - 0372626 ) 

8/10 


METAL STAR, £U50 

Extremely lightweight 
Made from two thin 
sheets of metal with 
cut-out stars and 
squiggles. Good value. 
Dehen ha ms 
( 0171 - 4084444 ) 
1/VO 


FEATHER BALL, £530 

Tiny soft pheasant 
feathers curve around 
this balL Unusual, but 
fits hi well on a 
traditional tree. 

Graham & Green 
( 0171-727 4594 ) 

9/10 


COMPILED BY DEBORAH BRETT 


•4r 

SEQUIN STAR, £1535 
Exquisite quilted star 
covered in turquoise 
sequins, pearls and 
gpki braid. Part of a 
wonderful range of 
Moroccan-inspired 
decorations. 

Liberty 

( 0171 - 7341234 ) 

10/10 




‘'This year my forward planning will be formidable enough to make Martha Stewart stretch her eyes in admiration'* 


With up to £10 off, 

our best-sellers have just 

got better. 


C hristmas comes but 
once a year and, 
when h comes, it in¬ 
variably finds me in 
a state of hopeless disorder. 1 
don’t know how it happens — 
one minute the interminable 
Sundays in Trinity are trun¬ 
dling past and the next it is the 
middle of December, there are 
ten shopping days until Christ¬ 
mas and I am in a state of sim¬ 
mering panic in which I re¬ 
main until January 6. 

TTtis time, I have sworn to 
myself that things mil be dif¬ 
ferent Instead of complaining 
about the wave of commercial 
ho-ho-eiy that begins creeping 
across the country as soon as 
the docks go bade — already 
there are Christmas trees 
lashed to the facades in Regent 
Street and outbreaks of season¬ 
al lingerie in the chain stores 
— I am going to join it This 
year, when the moment comes 
to open the first window of the 
Advent calendar (which I 
shall, naturally, have hand- 
painted myself and mounted 
in an artistic frame of gold- 
sprayed fir cones and assorted 
(fried fruit), my forward plan¬ 
ning will be formidable 
enough to make Martha Stew¬ 
art herself stretch her eyes in 
admiration. 

1 shall begin with the Christ¬ 
mas decorations. We are great 
ones in our family for those 
special tittle Christmas tradi¬ 
tions. A high point of the cele¬ 
brations when we were small 
was the thrilling moment 
when, standing well back, my 
sister and I would wait for the 
cheerful pop and sizzle of an¬ 
cient wiring as father threw 
the Bakelite switch on (he fairy- 
lights. And then there were the 
ornaments. Distressed. I sup¬ 
pose you would call them now 
— battered angels with tar¬ 
nished wings, glass birds with 
needle-sharp spun-glass tails, 
fragments of which would em¬ 
bed themselves in our tittle 
fingers... 

Naturally, when my son 
was bom, 1 did my best to re¬ 
produce these unforgettable, 
childish Christmases. We 
have an imposing collection of 
rickety wooden Santas of East¬ 
ern European origin, a set of 
lights whose replacement 
bulbs 1 have put in a place so 
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safe that l cannot recall it a 
flock of robins in various stag¬ 
es of mange, and a fairy whose 
ribald state of dishevelment 
suggests that she has been at 
the sloe gin, I am fond of my 
Hogarthian collection of fes¬ 
tive accessories. They have a 
seedy and mildly villainous 
presence which acts as a brac¬ 
ing antidote to the general 
Christmas Schwarmerei. Still. 
1 can see that there is some po¬ 
tential for updating, so we set 
off for the Fulham Road to see 
what the well-dressed Christ¬ 
mas tree is wearing this year. 

At the Conran Shop my son 
took a fancy to a glass locomo¬ 
tive and carriages, E6. 1 had 
been thinking more of Snow 
Queen icicles than the 6.25 to 
Beckenham, but was deflected 
from my plans by some papier 
mdch£ animals — little blue 
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JANE SHILLING 
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elephants or red birds with 
gold spots at £1.95 each. Glit¬ 
ter-wire birds are £2.75, glass 
fruit, £1.25, and cheerful Mexi¬ 
can tin vegetables. £1.75. Alex¬ 
ander and 1 were very taken 
with crackers made out of 
maps — the London A-Z, the 
Paris Ffcriphfirique, and so on 
— with compasses stuck to 
them, £22.95. 

Farther up the Fulham 
Road, Jerry’s Home Store has 
drums of glass baubles deco¬ 
rated with the Union Flag. 
£14.95. Traditional silver met¬ 
al candle clips are £5.95 for 20. 
candles are £3.95 for 20 and 
packets of "snow' 1 are £2L50. 

Glitter-haters should head 
for the Shaker Shop, where, 
among a slightly twee collec¬ 
tion. are some real finds, par¬ 
ticularly the hand-carved 
white doves, £9.95. and angels. 
£19.95, the silver birch-bark 
decorations in heart, tree and 
star shapes, £14.95 for five, 
and a set of four miniature' 
knitted Christmas stockings, 
£25.95. The General Trading 
Company's Christmas in 


Byzantium range is more dull 
glow than brash sparkle. Bead¬ 
ed fruit (£7.50 for a set of ap¬ 
ple, pear and pomegranate) 
and gold or silver beaded tas¬ 
sels. £3.95. are especially hand¬ 
some. 

For quirky, shoestring ele¬ 
gance, Bhs is unexpectedly 
brilliant, with 9ft garlands of 
little gold musical instruments 
or iridescent icides. £2, gold 
twig “cages" with a gold ball 
Inside. £250. and plump crys¬ 
tal cherubs playing musical in¬ 
struments. £2 You get a very 
nice class of cherub at the 
National Gallery, where a 
stencil of a Guido Reni potto 
or a Simon Marraion angel is 
£10, and an Advent calendar 
fry Pbsy Simmonds with a 
cloud of naked putti flitting 
about the gallery is £5. 

But if tiie very thought of 
Christmas makes you want to 
go and tie down in a darkened 
room, the answer is probably 
a visit to Selfridge's Christmas 
Hall, where, if you want they 
will do the whole tree for you. 
It was strangely quiet when I 
was there last week. A huge 
room is filled with about a doz¬ 
en trees, decorated in every 
imaginable style, from cheer¬ 
fully childish, with Santa bau¬ 
bles. E1.49, a glitter star, £4.99. 
and a stripy tin cat, £2.49. 
through artless rustic, with 
feather robins. 79p, holly-berr 
ry baubles. £249, and spotty 
glass toadstools. £2.49, to 
frightfully tasteful, with gar¬ 
lands of gold pears, £8.99, and 
Grinling Gibbons gift bows, 
£2.49. and completely over the 
(op — a battery-powered mir¬ 
ror disco ball is £59.99. 

I I you are really idle you 
can buy a ready-decorat¬ 
ed tree from about £700, 
but I spent a happy half 
hour pottering among the Tiff¬ 
any-style malachite baubles, 
the bunches of pink crystal 
grapes and the real feather 
pheasants. At the end of it all 
an engagingly laid-back sales 
assistant somehow charmed 
me into wrapping up my own 
sleigh bells while he got on 
with reminiscing about his 
childhood Christmases in Aus¬ 
tralia. It was the jolliest bit of 
Christmas shopping 1 think 
I've ever done. 
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Objects of 
desire 

■ For children who wish their 
homework would fly away, the 
National Gallery's winged 
rucksack will add some fun to 
the journey to school. Based 
on die Wilton Diptych 
(1395-99), it is suitable for 
children aged three and over. 
£20 at The National 
Gallery Shop 
(0171-747 2870). 



■ Keep clothes sweet¬ 
smelling with Bhs’s tiny 
satin cushions. Tuck 
them between clothes 
and the scent, if not the 
embroidered gold 
words of Joy, Wish, Calm and 
Dream, will permeate your 
wardrobe. £7 for set of four 
(0171-262 3288). DB 
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Vile bodies at my local swimming pool 


S till keeping up with the dai¬ 
ly .swim? Yes. that daily 
swim, the one you promised 
to take when you realised, as you 
were Ifloating in the Mediterrane¬ 
an three months ago. (a) what a 
Pleasant way swimming is to exer¬ 
cise: and (b) how, now that your 
waist extends far enough to shield 
your shoes from all but the most 
horizontal rainfall, it might be 
smart to get trim before you be- 
come technically fat (defined as 
two stones heavier than whatever 
you weigh now"). 

This is why so many of us return 
from our holiday and immediately 
join a local gym with a pool. A Tew 
of us are so besotted by our new 
hobby that we even get around to 
swimming in the pool before our 
E900 annual membership expires. 
But the reason that most of us 
don't is that it dawns on us (hat 
spending several hours doing 


breaststroke is not a natural pur¬ 
suit for human beings. 

Swinburne took to the ocean be¬ 
cause “the lash and sting" of the 
sea's surf triggered erotic memo¬ 
ries of the floggings he enjoyed at 
Eton. But other schoolboys have al¬ 
ways needed persuading of the 
charms of swimming. That's why 
your swimming teacher always 
had to bribe you by giving you 
stripes and badges for your moth¬ 
er to sew on to your trunks. You 
could serve ten aces in a row on the 
tennis court and they still never 
gave you a green ribbon to sew on 
to your shorts. But swim six yards 
across a pool and the teacher 
would be straight on the phone or¬ 
ganising a congratulatory tele¬ 
gram from Buckingham Palace. 

By the lime your trunks had 
more coloured stripes than a Bridg¬ 
et Riley painting, you could swim 
as far as you liked, for as long as 


you cared 10 . Only there's nowhere 
to go. You get all the way to one 
end of the pool and you feel a little 
foolish, so you just turn around 
and come luck again. You never 
know when you're finished It's 
only when you're eyeing your fel¬ 
low swimmers on your way bock 
to the changing rooms that you re¬ 
alise what swimming could do for 
your physique. 

You suddenly notice that most 
people at public pools look so mis¬ 
shapen that aliens would assume 
that swimming baths were scientif¬ 
ic research facilities where biolo¬ 
gists experimented with human 
body forms, many of them based 
directly on Vanessa FeJtz. (Pamela 
Anderson looked like dial in Bay- 
waich only because she never actu¬ 
ally stepped into the water.) When 
they tell you that swimming gives 
you the body of an 18-year-old, 
what they don't say is that very of¬ 


ten it’s the body of an 18 -year-old 
Ford Transit. 

You also notice that they are all 
wearing swimming costumes that 
last fitted them properly in 19&2. 
possibly because in their religion 
men and women are allowed to 
buy only one swimming costume 
once they reach adulthood. These 
costumes are covered in patterns 
so searingly lurid that eye-sur¬ 
geons could use them to perform 
laser-surgery. ("Stare at these 
trunks, but for no more than one- 
quarter of a second. Do you fed a 
burning sensation on your retina? 
Good, that should son out the 
shortsightedness in your left eve.") 

These are people who have died 
and failed with known methods of 
shedding weight and are now dab¬ 
bling on the fringes of known sci¬ 
ence: they've tried explaining to 
their thighs that humans no longer 
need to store 421b of fat about their 


bodies for emergencies, because 
the comer store is open all the time 
and all the local restaurants deliv¬ 
er. But their thighs didn't listen. So 
now they are shamelessly trying to 
scare their fat cells away: they 
think that by showing them 
swimwear (hat looks as if it's been 
exposed to fierce radioactivity, 
their fat cells might decamp to 
somewhere more hospitable, such 
as one of Marlon Brando's chins. 


A nd even if swimming does 
tighten your belly musdes. 
it does even spookier 
things to your brain. Byron liked 
to swim every day in a stagnant 
duckpond near Newstead Abbey. 
But pretty soon he was on to the 
hard stuff. After leaving a party in 
Venice, he dived, fully clothed, into 
the Grand Canal and swam home, 
holding a torch to warn off passing 
gondoliers. And on swimming the 


Hellespont on May 3. ISIQ, Byron 
wrote: “1 plume myself on this 
achievement mare than 1 could 
possibly do any kind of glory, polit¬ 
ical. poetical or rhetorical." 

This didn't make much sense to 
anyone, of course, until Freud 
came along and told us that swim¬ 
ming basically disguises a human 
yearning to revisit the amniotic wa¬ 
ters of the womb. That might not 
have put Byron off swimming, but 
it would have made him think 
twice ahour messing with Vien¬ 
nese women, just in case they real¬ 
ly do have wombs full of seaweed, 
with shingle underfoot 

It probably also explains why. 
when most people hear the call of 
the sea, the sea says: "Stay on dry 
land — especially if you're Marion 
Brando — because visibility can be 
poor and you never know when 
there'll be a Japanese whaler in the 
area." 


There’s 
no such 
thing 
as class 


Society jeweller Julia Ogilvy 
married into the Royal Family. 
Interview by Moira Petty 


J ulia Ogilvy sashays 
through the glittering 
Edinburgh emporium. 
She may answer to the 
owly title. Mrs, but she is 
jueen of all she surveys within 
he rococo interior of Hamil- 
on & Inches. Scotland's grand¬ 
est jeweller. (A 3.10 carat dia- 
nond set in platinum ring. 
142.900. Pearl and diamond 
ollar, £18.841.) 

Mis Ogilvy is noted for two 
tchievements. First, in July 
988 she married James, son of 
he Queen's cousin. Princess 
dexanditu but mention this 
md she bristles. Seconds al- 
■eady installed as managing 
iirector of Hamilton & Inches. 
;he has recently led a manage- 

nent buy-out of _ 

ormer owners As¬ 
tray. Mention this ‘Tiff 
ind she glows. 

Although every- y 

hing around here 9.L 

tas a price tag 
enamel cufflinks, clclS 

•120. Edwardian 
;old, amethyst and 
jearl pendant, II1UI 

D2.I50J, shediscreet- 
y refuses to say Wll2 

low much money 
hanged hands. f ■ 

rhe management put j 

earn of four put in _____ 

iome equity and 
here was finance from The 

lank of Scotland. "It was terri- 
ymg. But we agreed with As¬ 
tray we wouldn't give you any 
Igures." she says primly. 

Mrs Ogilvy. 33. is a vision in 
ier grey Tomasz Scarzewski 
wit and LK Bennett sling- 
jacks. a perfect foil for the jew- 
:k with which she drips. They 
ascade from ears, wnst and 
reck. Her three-string pearl 
lecklace was a 21st birthday 
iresent “Pearls had that fun- 
iy Sloane Ranger association 
Hit now they Ye seen as chic 
Today she is also twinkling 
n pearl and diamond earrings 
ind her sapphire and dia- 
nond duster engagement 
■ing ("Diamonds are so sim¬ 
ile"); Celtic-looking brooch 
md ring and several other 
mgs besides, and a charm 
bracelet to which her husband 
idds a gold nugget on each 


‘Life isn’t 
about 
class any 
more. It’s 
what you 
put into it’ 


wedding anniversary. Plus 
she is wearing a Rolex: at 
home are the Patek Philippe 
and Tag Heuer models. "I'm a 
bit of a watch person.” she con¬ 
fesses. 

Mrs Ogilvy is used to piling 
on the jewellery."! buy quite a 
lot and I borrow things. 1 get 
very excited by new designers. 
If I'm wearing a ballgown I’ll 
borrow one of our £26.000 
pearl and diamond chokers. 
We have lots of parties in the 
shop and people often want tt) 
try on what I am wearing. J 
end up with no jewellery by 
the end of the evening." 

She had a "wonderful child¬ 
hood" with her two sisters in 
Saffron Walden, Essex. “There 
was no family mon¬ 
ey. My father 
i cn ’f worked hard in the 
ion i city and made 
money. I was on 
)Ut the front of Toiler 
once as the ulti- 
anv mate Essex girl.” 

Had she had to 

,,, overcome any class 
. It S differences when 
she married 
vou James? He is, after 
all. within a few 
, dozen places of the 
110 ll throne. “Class? 
____ CLASS?" she says. 

with an incredu¬ 
lous peal of laughter. “Life 
isn't about class any more. It’s 
nor about who you are, but 
what you put into your life. 

“I'm not saying anything 
about Essex but there’s more 
than one type of Essex, you 
know. My parents live in a 
beautiful thatched house in a 
lovely village 

She is very keen on the con¬ 
cept of luxury. In fact she came 
up with a great idea for her 
husband James, who runs his 
own publishing business from 
their Fife farmhouse. To his bi¬ 
monthly title. Ogilvy's Britain 
and Ireland: The Insider 
Guide for the Sophisticated 
Traveller {rvpical features: Fab¬ 
ulous Golf and The British 
Tea), he has added Luxury 
Briefing: Your Indispensable 
Guide to the Luxury Industry. 
A top tip from a recent issue: 
"Pierre Cardin may be a licenc- 


vel. whoever you meet be 
ther and lambskin from 

s that feel good, that look 

and travel bags 

other and carried with --i 


dng for something 

cing for something 
proudfoots. 
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Julia Ogilvy: ‘T buy all ray underwear from M&S but my mother bates it when I say that I bought a linen suit there this summer and everyone thought it was Ralph Lauren" 


ing success but it’s no longer 
an achiever's choice." 

"My husband's happy to 
give me the credit for coming 
up with the idea for Luxury 
Briefing she says, “irs hard 
to get to all the PR parties, 
hear all the gossip, so we decid¬ 
ed to start this for ail the peo¬ 
ple who work in that business. 
It is. after all, the same custom¬ 
er who stays at five-star hotels, 
flies Concorde and buys expen¬ 
sive jewellery." 


M rs Ogilvy sighs 
and says: “It’s so 
easy to get cut 
off from the lux¬ 
ury-goods world. We've still 
got lots of friends who work at 
places like Louis Vuitton so we 
like to come down to London 
and get to some of the parties. 
The Cartier polo is always a 
wonderful event" 

Where, in the classless 
world she claims to inhabit, 
does she stay when in London? 
“With my parents-in-law. At 
St James's Palace. 1 feel quite 
at home there. It's like staying 
with any in-laws, although 
they're often at their other 
plaoe in Richmond.” James, 

34. and Julia have _ 

two children. Flo¬ 
ra. three, and Alex- ‘To 
ander. one. They 
met at St Andrew's , 

University. “We IlclS 

were just friends, 
then we fell in love. 

At university his 
connection with the 
Royal Family hard- dJly 

ly ever came out. 

"I'm glad 1 ha- "wild 
vent got a title. In a 
career it would just i * 

be a hassle. Some lJ 

people say they're 
only good for get¬ 
ting tables in restaurants.We 
got engaged in the March and 
married in the July, ten years 
ago. We thought we'd get on 
with iL” The Queen and other 
members of the Royal Family 
attended the wedding. “Every 
girl’s wedding day is both terri¬ 
fying and wonderful. I wasn't 
daunted. They're just a won¬ 
derful. friendly family. 

“James and 1 had very struc¬ 
tured childhoods, with a simi¬ 
lar moral upbringing. I was 
probably never going to be the 
school prefect, but nothing 
was ever had enough to make 
me rebel. And James has nev¬ 
er done anything wild in his 
life. 

“He has a very dose relation¬ 
ship with his parents. His 
mother was incredibly hard¬ 
working and attended lots of 
official functions, but tailored 
it so that she could be around 




‘James 
has never 
done 
anything 
wild in his 
life’ 


for the children. I'm quite an 
organised person and believe 
that having a set routine 
makes children secure. I’m def¬ 
initely old-fashioned in that re¬ 
spect" 

There are often guests stay¬ 
ing at their five-bedroom Geor¬ 
gian house with one and a half 
acres of land. “Visitors mustn’t 
have high expectations," she 
says. "I put the children to 
bed. go into the kitchen and 
say 'it’ll be spaghetti again'. 
Our dining room comes off the 
kitchen and it's also a play¬ 
room. Everywhere’s painted 
white.” 

She buys a season's worth of 
clothes from designers Starz- 
ewski and Amanda Wakeley 
at a time. “I buy all my under¬ 
wear from M&S but my moth¬ 
er hates it when I say that. 1 
bought a linen suit there this 
summer and everyone 
thought it was Ralph Lauren. 
“We only started wearing trou¬ 
ser suits at work recently. We 
thought the customers 
wouldn't like iL" 

She began her career in pub¬ 
lic relations for Garrard. “It 
was an easy way in." When, in 
1992, Asprey bought Hamilton 
& Inches, she 
thought the job 
■vpo they were offering 

her was of market¬ 
ing, not managing, 
ever director. “No one's 

ever given me the 
-»p impression that 

they thought 1 
. couldn’t do the 

img job- 

She thought the 
n hie business needed 

■ ‘Yevitalising”. En- 

, gagement rings 

: would previously 

have started at 
£1,000. New we’ve 
got seme for £500. There'S a 
complete mix of customers, 
aristocratic families whoYe 
kept their jewels In our vaults 
for a hundred years and peo¬ 
ple whove just made a lot of 
money. And I didn't say nou¬ 
veau." 

She suspected that Asprey 
was planning to sell its only 
Scottish shop earlier this year 
and approached them then. “It 
made me jumpy to think how 
we could have been sold off." 

She is happy with life: "1 
have got two wonderful chil¬ 
dren. a job I love and a stake 
in the business." She even 
manages to look surprised 
when her husband presents 
her with a bauble from the 
shop. 

“He has his favourite sales¬ 
man here that he goes to. And 
of course I make sure he gets a 
nice discount." 
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THE RIGHT 
STUFF, BUT THE 
| WRONG SEX 

H In the early 1960s when the 

II Americans went boldly into 

i|| space, they failed to cross the 

final frontier: accepting that 
women could be astronauts 
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The Sunday Times Magazine 
uncovers Nasa’s sexist secret 
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There’s no 
pleasing 
the Scots 

They act like bolshie teenagers. 


argues Mary Ann Sieghart 


W henever I think 
about Scotland these 
days, I am reminded 
of those Marrakesh “tour 
guides" who promise to navi¬ 
gate you through the laby¬ 
rinths of the souk for a fair few 
dirhams. Eventually you sur¬ 
render to one, if only to ward 
off the attentions of his compet¬ 
itors who will continue to 
besiege you if you walk alone. 
But. by the end of the day. the 
previously agreed rate is ap¬ 
parently far too little. Through 
wheedling, threats and impre¬ 
cations, the guide secures not 
only twice the negotiated fee, 
but- a free lunch into the 
bargain. And. to add to the 
insult, he departs with a scowl 
on his faoe. 

That Moroccan experience 
left me, like many visitors to 
the city, feeling irritated and 
bemused. 1 feel the same way 
about the ungraciousness of 
the Scots; and I suspect that 
Tony Blair, on hi s Scottish 
tour this week, does too. Why 
are they so bad-tempered and 
churlish now that they have 
achieved what they have al¬ 
ways wanted — and more? 

I have always been a pas¬ 
sionate supporter of devolu¬ 
tion. A year before 
the general elec¬ 
tion. 1 even took 
time off work here 
to make a film for 
the BBC arguing 
strongly that Scot¬ 
land deserved to 
run its own affairs, 
that it had been 
neglected by West¬ 
minster and — 
most crucially — 
that, for from tear¬ 
ing the UK apart _ 

devolution would 
keep it together. 

The Scottish had two wholly 
understandable grouses. Why, 
however strongly they voted 
Labour, should they always be 
governed by Conservatives? 
And why, when they had their 
own legal system, could they 
not make their own laws in 
their own parliament rather 
than bang ruled by a satrap 
from Westminster? 

The general election solved 
both problems overnight At 
last the whole country voted 
the same way as Scotland, so 
the Scots had the party they 
wanted in Westminster. And 
then they were offered their 
own parliament with more 
powers even than the version 
that they so nearly won in 
1979. End of problem? Hardly. 

Barely a day has passed 
since May 1, 1997. on which 
Scottish disgruntSement has 
not been voiced. Yes, they have 
a Labour Government but it 
is the wrong type of Labour 
Government. Yes, they are to 
have a parliament but it will 
have the wrong powers in the 
wrong building in the wrong 
part of Edinburgh. 

Every ministerial pro¬ 
nouncement is wilfully misin¬ 
terpreted to be a slight on the 
Scottish people, exemplifying 
the patronising attitudes of the 
English (and if die minister is 
Scottish, then he becomes an 
honorary English villain, an 
Unde Tam). Like dealing with 
an absurdly oversensitive re¬ 
lative. you have to tiptoe 
around for fear of giving 
unintended offence. 

When Mr Blair quite inno¬ 
cently said, to justify giving 
Scotland the tax-raising pow¬ 
ers it wanted, that even parish 


Why are 
they so 
churlish 
now they 
have what 
they want? 


councils were allowed to levy 
their own tax. he was merely 
pointing out the absurdity of 
Tory propaganda about the 
“tartan tax”. Instantly, this 
was portrayed as a shocking 
insult putting the Scottish 
parliament on the same level 
as a parish council. It was no 
such thing. 

Rather tike the “passive-ag¬ 
gressive" personality types por¬ 
trayed by pop psychologists, 
Scotland seems to have a 
“superior-inferior* relation¬ 
ship with England. John 
Smith loved to characterise the 
Scots, particularly the middle 
dasses, as morally superior to 
the English because they were 
more collectivist and altruistic 
— and. of course, they voted 
for his party. But they could 
comfortably vote Labour in 
Momingside. knowing that 
enough would vote Tory south 
of the border to ensure that 
their taxes would not rise. 

Then there is the fabled 
superiority of Scottish educa¬ 
tion, a myth that persists 
despite Scottish schoolchil¬ 
dren routinely scoring the 
same as English pupils in 
international comparisons of 
maths and science skills. Yet 
public spending 
per schoolchild is 
some 30 per cent 
higher north of the 
border than south. 

Scotland also 
thinks itself supe¬ 
rior in the asser¬ 
tion of its national 
identify. The Eng- 
. lish are apparently 
to be pitied because 
they have so little 
sense of their own 
nationhood. Actu¬ 
ally, the English 
are perfectly happy with their 
overlapping identities. That 
they fed little need for national 
display springs from their 
inner confidence. 

The Inferior part of the 
Scottish psyche leads to a 
maddening chippiness. Even 
when the Scottish fed superi¬ 
or, it is a superiority that has 
to be defined against die 
English. Yet the English are 
not even competing in the 
race. If we English measure 
ourselves against anyone, it is 
against foreign nations such 
as France, not Scotland. As far 
as we are concerned, the 
nations of the United King¬ 
dom are all on the same side— 
unless they are playing foot¬ 
ball or rugby- But even then, 
most English people, if their 
own team is not playing, mil 
support any of the ofter home 
countries before a foreign 
team. The Scottish would 
rather support Germany or 
Argentina than England 


I 


t must be time for this 
hostility to end. The Scots 
are behaving like bolshie 
adolescents, always discontent¬ 
ed seeing conspiracies where 
none exists, lashing out at the 
slightest — or no — provoca¬ 
tion. Any kind word or gift is 
pocketed and the hand held 
out for more. Generosity is 
despised. 

Like the parent who wails 
“Whatever I say to her these 
days is wrong!" Mr Blair 
fares an audience in Scotland 
that is determined to be 
difficult The Scots have been 
given the grown-up parlia¬ 
ment that they have longed for 
all their lives. Now it is time 
for them to grow up too. 



FROM THE TWO MlNUIK'SUfttfMINUTE WARNING... 


Get a move on, William 


B illy Graham once observed 
that you can achieve almost 
anything in this life, if 
you’re prepared not to take 
the credit Dr Graham is. of course, 
rather more concerned about the next 
life than this but he has a pennt It is a 
pant which. 1 imagine. William 
Hague impressed upon Michael 
Portillo this week. 

The Conservative leader may take 
his friend's advice seriously, indeed 
may often be inclined to act upon it, 
tut does not it seems, take kindly to 
1,000 words of wisdom foxed to The 
Daily Telegraph's opinion page. It 
may then be counter-productive to 
direct some words to Mr Hague 
through these columns, doubly so 
given that the words echo some of Mr 
Portillo'S- But. as the former Defence 
Secretary once said, he who dares 
wins, so here goes. 

The Tory leader has made two 
serious personnel errors this week, 
and is apparently about to make a 
third. These mistakes reflect more 
than misjudgraents about personali¬ 
ties. they reveal deeper defects in the 
Tories’ political thinking. Mr Hague 
does not have time to make these 
errors, for if matters do not improve 
significantly within 12 months, he 
may not be around to choose the 
Tories' personnel. He could face a 
leadership challenge next November 
that would leave me, and others who 
yearn for him to succeed, cursing 
what might have been. 

The first error was the nomination 
of Sir Alastair Goodlad to succeed Sir 
Lean Brittan as a European Commis¬ 
sioner. The second was the signal to 
Jeffrey Archer that the leadership 
would allow him a dear run at the 
nomination for London’s mayor. The 
third would be die appointment of 
Jonathan Holborow as die party’s 
communications chieL 
The choice of Sir Alastair, against 
whom I bear no particular ill-will, 
was a great opportunity missed. Why 
nominate a man whose sympathies 
are so out of tune with Mr Hague’S 
own? Sir Alistair is an Establishment 
Europhile who is only a nominal 
supporter of the Shadow Cabinet’s 
anti-euro line. If appointed to Brus¬ 
sels he would as quickly adopt the 
Commission’s line as he did Mr 
Hague's, and with greater zeal. 

The final choice of commissioner 
is. of course, the Prime Minister’s. 
Mr Hague may have thought that Sir 
Alastair had more chance of getting 
Downing Street approval than an 


The Tory leader has not got time to 
make significant errors of 
judgment, says Michael Gove 


out-and-out Eurosceptic, but why 
does he want their approval? Why the 
preemptive cringe? Why not nomi- 
. nate a talented administrator with 
impeccable sceptical credentials like 
Sir Michael Forsyth, the former 
Scottish Secretary? If Tony Blair 
refected him. then so much the better, 
for it would show die Prime Minister 
m hfe true, partisan and pro-Europe¬ 
an colours. A chance has been missed 
to promote a young and talented 
Eurosceptic, ana the face the Tory 
party has projected is die careworn 
countenance of a leftover from the 
Major years. 

Whidi brings one to 
Lord Archer of Weston-su¬ 
per-Mare. I do bear him 
particular ill-wil]. If he is 
nominated as die Tory 
candidate for London^ 
mayor, 1 would not just 
spoil my ballot paper, I 
would make of it a funeral 
pyre. How anyone who 
has read Michael Crick's 
biography of this fantasist 
could allow him to run a 
baft, let alone for office, 

let alone the capita] city, is _ 

beyond me. But even if 
Lord Archer were a byword for 
probity, he would still deserve to be 
stopped.The race for the mayoralty is 
a peerless opportunity for the Tories 
to show a modern and attractive face. 
Can they really do no better than this 
down who first capered on the 
national stage beside The Beaties? 
Where are the talented businessmen 
or the gifted local government fig¬ 
ures? Why not find, and ruthlessly 
promote; a young, professional Euro- 
sceptic woman to show what modern 
Conservatism should look like? 

Whatever modem Conservatism 
looks like, it doesn’t look like 
Jonathan Holborow. 1 should bear 
the former Editor of The Mail on 
Sunday some ill-wilL He once turned 
me down for a job. But he was right 
to do so, for it was a post for which I 
was id-suited by age and tempera¬ 
ment Just as he is ill-suited for the 
job of Tory communications chief. 

On a personal level, he lacks die 
dynamism, the hunger and the 


Clarke 
would be 
well placed 
to stand 
against 
Hague 


political zeal required. If he had to 
take early retirement because the 
hurly-burly of editing a weekly paper 
whidi faced a fading opposition was 
too much for turn, why should he be 
equipped for the 24-hour-a-day grind 
of fighting a dominant Government? 

Mr Portillo, rightly, argued this 
week that the Tories need to find then- 
voice. Because Mr Blair found his in 
Alastair Campbell the myth has 
become established that the Conserv¬ 
atives need a tabloid journalist to 
project themselves. Such a condusion 
shows how the party still misunder¬ 
stands the reasons for new Labour's 
_ . success. Alastair Camp¬ 
bell is good not because he 
was once a journalist, but 
because he has always 
been a politician. He 
served his apprenticeship 
at The Mirror rather than 
Milibank but his genius 
rests in his strategic grasp 
of campaigning and his 
superb instinct for fashion¬ 
ing propaganda. While at 
The Daily Mirror he was 
nor a story-getter in the 

_ mould of the Mail or Sun 

team. He was a speech- 
writer and image-burnisher by ap¬ 
pointment to the Kinnock court His 
ambition was not to edit a title, or 
push up circulation but, single-mind- 
edly. to propel Labour into power. 

What the Tories require, and 
urgently, is a strategist who can 
develop broad themes, and compel¬ 
ling narratives, which tell Britain 
what the purpose of electing the 
Conservatives would be. Margaret 
Thatcher had a story to sustain her— 
she was the woman who would cure 
the British disease. It would hurt, by 
God it would hurt, but the pain could 
be home because the reason for its 
infliction was apparent 
The Conservatives need an individ¬ 
ual, or a team, who will persuade 
Britain that it needs less government, 
and less politics. Their responses on 
devolution, education. Lords reform 
and Europe should be connected by a 
sustained vision of a better future. 
The Tories enjoy a lead on Europe, 
but they enjoy it in the way an 


absentee landlord enjoyed his Irish 
acres, happy to contemplate it bur 
showing no energy for developing it. 

The Tories do not need so much to 
harden their opposition to the euro as 
explain why it springs, naturally, 
from a broader approach to politics. 
At the moment the Tory stance on the 
single currency can be caricatured as 
obsessive hostility to a single policy. 
They should explain that the reasons 
for their opposition — a belief in 
power being exercised accountably, a 
faith in limited government a dis¬ 
trust of devices that need new rules 
and new taxes — apply everywhere. 
The same impulses, they should 
argue, lead them to favour particular 
reforms in health, education and 
local government They should ex¬ 
plain that they care as much about 
hospitals, schools and councils as the 
pound, which is why they have ideas 
to set them free and make them 
accountable. Only conned. 

M r Hague is cautious 
about saying too much 
at this stage. He argues 
that he wants to pre¬ 
sent a small target. Well, at just over 
30 per cent in the polls the target is 
too small. The Tories have to start 
showing now what they could do in 
power. Unlike other Oppositions, 
whether in Australia a few years ago 
or Britain in the late Seventies, the 
Tories* position is not so sound that 
the party can afford to mark time. 

If. by the time of the next Tory 
conference, there has not been a 
significant increase in the party’s poll 
ratings, the cry will go out among 
twitchy candidates and bewildered 
activists for a big hitter. And which 
rough beast, its hour come at last, 
will slouch towards Blackpool? Ken 
Clarke. He. and not Michael Pbrnllo. 
is in a position to challenge for the 
leadership. He could do so this time 
next year. His appeal would be 
simple, a heavyweight who is still 
popular with the grass roots. His 
supporters would inquire of Tory 
sceptics whether they would rather 
try to influence a Europhile from 
their own party in No 10 or rage 
against a Labour one. Mr Hague 
should learn another lesson from 
Billy Graham, and start evangelising 
with as much energy, and detail, as 
he can. Otherwise he may find there 
will be someone else taking the credit 
when this Government falters. 

Simon Jenkins returns next week. 


Nanny’s fate 

HARRIET HARMAN'S nanny is taking the former Cabinet minister to 
an employment tribunal. And the union boss who is charged with fighting 
the toiler's case? One Jack Dromey. alias Mr Harriet Harman. Liz 
Bannister, who after looking after the Harman sprogs took over her 
constituency office, was off-loaded when Ms Harman was sacked hyTony 
Blair; and she feels this was a shade unjust Ms Bannister is backed by the 
T&G, whose big player is Ms Harman's husband. Ms Bannister worked 
for the Hannans (pictured) for 
about eight years, ending up in the 
then Social Security Secretary's 
political office. Whue T&G HQ 
was unusually shy about a tribu¬ 
nal case. Siobhan Wilson, its 
branch secretary in the Commons, 
was more forthcoming. 

■There has been no settlement," 
she tells me. “It is all a matter of 
due process. There has only ever 
been one case of an MP bring 
brought to an industrial tribunal. 

Usually these grievances are set¬ 
tled before it reaches that stage." 

Ms Harman tells me that she 
had to let Ms Bannister go because 
she had to cut the number of slaves 
in her office after her demotion. 

“1 had to reorganise my parlia¬ 
mentary office to indude a re¬ 
searcher with specific expertise,” 
she tells me. “I had to make Liz pnfivAri 

redundant to recruit somebody LUllrCi I. 

with the expertise I needed. I am THAT collapsed Roman Catholic, 
going to compensate her for the Catherine Cookson, was lured 




loss of her job.” I hope Mleamed 
friends find her offer sufficient. 

• PATRIOTISM, Labour style. A 
labour whip was in the tea rooms 
scooping up a handful of poppies, 
handing them round with orders 
to wear them in the chamber. And 
no contribution was put in the box. 


bade to Rome only months before 
she died. Hie prelate who achieved 
this conversion was Father Tom 
Power, now retired in Ireland; and 
he, lucky chap, has received the 
unexpected boon of 10.000 lag ones 
from the late author in her wfll. “It 
Is a very private tiling between 
Catherine and I.” he says. “It is the 
Lord's work.” 

• NOT only is Quentin Crisp out 
but now he is online. At 90, he is 
launching his awn website (www. 
quendncrisp.com, for nerdy flo¬ 
wers) from Ms garret in Manhat¬ 
tan . Ron Davies and other con¬ 
fused sorts can e-mail him ,- prizes 
to his wittiest correspondent. 


has had his role slimmed down. 
Despite bringing a wealth of 
experience id the table; the Scottish 
trencher fiend has been removed 
from the House of Commons 
catering committee after falling out 
with Tony Biair. 

Lindsay Hoyle. MP, denied Gra¬ 
ham had been ousted because or 
his keen interest in the committee's 
work: “Just because he is a large 
chap, 1 don’t think that was 
grounds for him being removed.'’ 

• NEWS of the Church of Eng¬ 
land’s review into bishops' expen¬ 
ses reached my ears last Tuesday. 
But when I spoke to Lesley Perry, 
the Archbishop of CanterburyTs 
press attachi, she denied any 
knowledge of the inquiry. Yet less 
than 48 hours later, she was faxing 
all national newspapers with a 
press release on the story. 



Slim pickings 

TOMMY GRAHAM, the larger 
than lunch suspended Labour MP, 


Making up 

WAGNER atones, courtesy of the 
Saatchi brothers. Gottfried Wag¬ 
ner. great-grandson of the great 
composer, has finally been rewar¬ 
ded for outing his family as 
enthusiastic right-wing types. 

The Saatchi synagogue has invit¬ 
ed Herr Wagner to speak, after he 
published a book last year outing 
his grandmother as a dose mucker 
of Hitler's. These gatherings are 


set to become the focal point for the 
North London Volvo, shiraz and 
Waitrose crowd. Harrison Fond 
and Yitzhak Shamir, the former 
Israeli leader, will follow, but only 
after Lord Archer of Weston-super- 
Mare and Ken Livingstone slog it 
out with. well, bagels at ten paces. 


Video naughty 

BROADENING the readership. 
Church Times style. Last week's 
edition included a supplement 
peddling a video club. Not a 
problem, one would think, but for 
the fact that one of the videos in the 
pamphlet — represented by an 


enticing picture — was that invigor¬ 
ating oeuvre Emmanuelle (above). 
Not all clerics enjoyed the improve¬ 
ments. As one on the paper said: 
"Readers get stroppy about all 
kinds of things." 

•CHARLIE WHELAN'S life is so 
frenetic he has bought a second 
mobile phone. Gordon Browns 
big spin-doctor, bon vrveur and 
personal Red Lion, has bought a 
"worldphone" (German naturally) 
to go with his domestic model. This 
follows a recent telephone bill, 
which admittedly included a trip 
to China, of E7JXX). Heavy spin. 

Jasper Gerard 


Philip 

Howard 



■ Lost and 
floundering in the 
English language 

T he menu for room ser¬ 
vice at the Laleh Interna¬ 
tional Hotel. Tehran, 
offers “Fish Cheeps”, “Scram 
Bled Eggs" and “Fortass 
Steak”. That is not globe-trot¬ 
ting gastronomy from the 
horse’s mouth. The menu was 
sent to me by a Scottish friend. 
And it illustrates an English 
joke as old as Shakespeare and 
Chaucer: the funny way that 
foreigners have with the funny 
English language. 

We call such mistakes sole¬ 
cisms. And that itself is a 
strange word. In the 7th cen¬ 
tury BC Greeks from Rhodes 
founded a colony at Soli, at the 
southern tip of what is now 
Turkey. This was beyond the 
black stump and up Tomb¬ 
stone Gulch, at the farthest end 
of the civilised world. To the 
south and east lay Injun coun¬ 
try swarming with Phoeni¬ 
cians. Persians and other bar¬ 
barians. Not surprisingly the 
colonists developed a frontier 
dialect that Athenian purists 
considered barbarous. So they 
invented the slang soloikos to 
mean speaking uncouthly. 

Not many stones remain of 
Soil But its name lives on, in 
modem European languages, 
as an insult and a reminder of 
the way its citizens "ruined” 
Greek. A classic example is 
Pedro Caroline. In 1883 he 
published an EnglislvFDrtu- 
guese phrasebook in spite of 
having little or no command of 
English and no Fortuguese- 
Engtish dictionary. He worked 
with Portuguese-French and 
French-English dictionaries. 
And through their double 
translation produced phrases 
for Portuguese holidaymakers: 
“Dress your hairs; Undress 
you to; She make the prude; 
and He has tost his all good.” 

Familiar dialogues, “For to 
ride a horse'*, begins: “Here is a 
horse who have bad looks. 
Give me another. I will not 
that. He not sail know to 
march, he is pursy, he is 
foundered- Don’t you are asha¬ 
med to give me a jade as like? 
He is unshoed. he is with nails 
up.” “Idiotisms and proverbs'* 
include: 'The stone as roll not 
heap up nor foam, and The dpg 
that bark not bite.” There is 
poetry as well as power in fte 
solecism. Pedro gave us memo¬ 
rable advice on. To craunch a 
marmoset”. At the World Cli¬ 
mate Conference in Buenos 
Aires yesterday John Prescott 
showed how one of the most 
powerful public speakers in 
English has birilr his reputa¬ 
tion on solecism. 

“Don? you know the Queen’s 
English?" “Of course I do, and 
so is the Deputy Prime Minis¬ 
ter.” Cultural and linguistic 
differences mean that people 
generally do not find a joke in a 
foreign language funny. But 
some jokes are universal. And 
one is about the long-gone 
inhabitants of Soli. They were 
one of the first soda! and 
regional groups to be stereo¬ 
typed as stupid. 

I n England the Irish joke 
has replaced the Solofld- 
ans. ‘There was this Irish¬ 
man...” is an introduction sig¬ 
nalling something stupid to be 
said or done. This is odd, 
considering the brilliant contri¬ 
butions of the Irish to English 
literature. But the Irish are 
people to whom God has been 
kind, but nobody else is, not 
even the Irish. And most 
civilisations have their target 
for Soli jokes. Dubliners make 
such jokes about people from 
Cork. And in Cork, the targets 
for the silly-ass joke are the 
people from Galway. 

In Europe the butts of a joke 
are usually people living to the 
west. In Soli, they were barbari¬ 
ans to the east. In Tonga, such 
jokes are made about people 
from an island called Ena. 
Central African tribes refer to 
pygmies in this way. And the 
same joke turns up in many 
languages. Have you heard the 
one about the Sareehi boy who 
ran after a bus all the way 
home? Then he boasts to his 
mother that he has saved 20 p. 
She calls him an cejit. saying 
that if he had chased a taxi, he 
would have saved £1. The 
original joke was told in Ara¬ 
bic, and the monetary units 
were Jordanian. But it* was 
probably told 25 oenturies ago 
by patronising Athenians 
about the boy from Soli chas¬ 
ing a C'ifician camel train. 

Verbatim, the language quar¬ 
terly. is to be revived. And its 
first issue contains a new crop 
of solecisms, from "foundling 
fathers” to “all my bored 
days-.” Which of us manages 
to pass a day without commit¬ 
ting a solecism? Possibly Con¬ 
rad Russell and Tony Quinton? 
The rest of us must sit back and 
enjoy the ancient linguistic 
bloopers from Soli. 
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COUNTDOWN OVER IRAQ 

A new strategy aimed at the nerve-centre of Saddam’s power 

actio^aBaiSt e iT^? n -ri! eared for mililar y Service, the nerve-centre of his regime, 
stroneiv" contrast^ S P 0K * of events This unit, headed by a secret committee 
manoeuvrinas that I!,'™ dip,omatic controlled by Qusay.his second son. runs 
SonSSSF^L^ seven years ’ have Iraq’s illicit military procurement, the 
SaddamHn win 1 ^ US | a P em P ts 10 force 60-odd Iraqi biological installations and its 
with thp T jn> c tooi Ck ^ ,0 “rapWaoce secret intelligence. It is this network that 
Neither in thp Wm* oeasefi re resolutions, has hidden from Unscom Iraq’s stocks of 
Se S ?thk^" 0r , aU 5 eUN ’ isihere ^ned missiles, munitions, chemicals, 
stones for thp 0 ?!! 6 t0 . down ste PP* n 8 nerve gases and biological material. 

Iran's call for inim* 1 ■ I ! res,d 'L nt,s retreat. Rapidly as US forces have been deployed 
nation” has faE? resistance by “the Arab to the Gulf theatre, this time there is 
Qatar Th^iaWt P °£ ston >’ ground. From nothing off the cuff about the American 
?i b mem ^r states of the response. Its plans are the product of 

^m«^R P ? CtC, 2 eatedunder,heI991 slowl y accumulated knowledge about 
reioined i ? ave stern ly Iraq’s capacities and intentions, including 

rpsnnndhlp f* lh ^ y ho d ra{? “ solel y information supplied by a defector who 
?? y “n^^nces” of headed Saddam’s military intelligence. 
SSRiLlSL^ Unseam E° liCmg of Ws Everything that has been learnt points to 
T T? d unJ ^ s . s he executes an the necessity of political destabilisation as 

the caasemimnL Y^ 1 ? 1 sti11 can * 311 inte & ral P art of die strategic objective. 

in , IT 1 !? Pl^dly be massive. So far, and again in contrast to previous 

n ,_. a J!r, M** 8 y? sler day. Tony attempts to deal with Iraq, political leaders 
w £y ,s no space for have deliberately treated the response as a 
romprorruse. Washington and London are matter for their defence planners. But once 
nnally convinced that Saddam will never this operation, which could be imminent, 
allow Unscom to complete its work, has begun, and casualties mount, there 
Decause to do so would not only disrupt his will be a political campaign to be waged, 
aggresswe ambitions but would expose Britain's military role in this operation will 
ana disrupt the intelligence apparatus that be small, serving principally to underline 
™ e P?ramm power. Reluctantly, they have that the US is not acting alone. But Mr 
deadM that with Unscom hobbled since Blair's political contribution, particularly 
March, and now completely blocked, when it comes to keeping the wobblier 
detective work has reached a dead end. European governments in line, could be of 
That leaves only military action, on a scale critical importance, 
capable of disabling the war machine that Saddam will try every trick of emotional 
Iraq wul not let the UN dismantle. blackmail: the best counters are to keep 

Since Iraq is able to assemble biological repeating the facts, both about his complete 
weapons “within weeks”, the three-month disregard for the suffering of Iraqis, who 
vacuum between the end of inspections and all these years could have had enough 
the only alternative, military attack, cannot medicines, food and other daily necessities 

be allowed to continue. The campaign now with the blessing of the UN. and about the 
being readied will inevitably be hugely acute danger Iraq's weapons programmes 
destructive, of lives as well as physical present to its neighbours and the world, 
targets, because that is the only way to The only unequivocal success would be the 
prevent an Iraqi military breakthrough. fall of the man who is the cause of it all. 

The strategy that underpins the Penta- Weakening him may be within the capacity 
gen’s identification of some 250 Iraqi of airstrikes; removing him is probably 
targets goes beyond the destruction of not. That has been a good reason for 
military and industrial installations, com- reluctance to use force. It is not a reason for 
mand and control centres and the head- backing away. A dear and present danger 
quarters of Saddam's elite Republican presents an equally clear military necessi- 
Guards. It is equally vital to cripple the ty. As before, it is Saddam who has forced 
Iraqi leader’s 5.000-strong Spedal Security the world to that grim condusion. 
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PACTS BRITANNICA 

Less constructive opposition than constructive engagement 


One of Tony Blair’s most successful 
political ploys has been to turn opponents 
into allies. By picking off people who sit 
just to the right of Labour, he broadened 
his appeal and legitimised his party as a 
respectable holder of power. Last May he 
used this technique on voters. Ever since, 
he has been applying it to politidans. 

Tories have been individually suborned 
to serve on government taskforces. And the 
liberal Democrats have been suborned 
with a joint consultative committee which, 
until now. has concentrated on constitution¬ 
al reform. In addition to influence with a 
Government that had no need to involve 
lib Dems at all. Paddy Ashdown can also 
watch the enactment of traditional liberal 
policies, such as devolution, proportional 
representation for Scotland. Wales and 
Europe, incorporation of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, Lords 
reform, and freedom of information. 

All that remains to be agreed is PR for 
Westminster. And this, for Mr Blair, is the 
problem. The Liberals have been pocketing 
each constitutional reform and then de¬ 
manding the next What is left may be a 
change too far for Labour. Rather than 
spend every joint committee meeting 
arguing about when or whether to hold a 
referendum on the Jenkins proposals, it 
makes sense for him to broaden the agenda 
of the meetings and to talk about other less 
immediate matters. 

Widening co-operation with the Lib 


Dems has other merits too for Mr Blair. It 
is not only the quarterly committee 
meetings that will consider subjects such as 
welfare reform, Europe and modernising 
Parliament Between those meetings, lib 
Dera spokesmen will be consulted by 
ministers about policy announcements. 
These ‘bilaterals” are likely to narrow the 
opposition that Labour sustains; if the Ub 
Dems have been squared, only the Tories 
will speak out against government policies. 

This taming of the centre party is not 
necessarily good news for the country. 
Constructive opposition could turn into 
mealy-mouthed constructive engagement. 
A voice of criticism - even if it is not always 
a very sensible voice - would be silenced. 

One reason why Mr Blair involves the 
Lib Dems in government, even though he 
has a majority of 179, is that in a later 
election he may find himself less comforta¬ 
bly placed. Far better for him if he can then 
rely on the votes of reasonably moderate 
Ub Dem MPs rather than being held 
hostage by the far Left in his own party. 
This would be better for the country too. 

But Tory voters, those wanting a more 
complete rejection of Labour, may see 
matters rather differently. Some Lib Dem 
supporters may peel away in disgust at Mr 
Ashdown's closeness to Labour. But the 
closer the two parties become, the easier it 
will be for Mr Blair to achieve what he has 
always wanted — a realignment of the 
Centre-Left — without the need for PR. 


GOLD STARS 


Reward good schools with cash as well as praise 


The State's provision of education has 
always suffered from a deep flaw: neither 
schools nor teachers are rewarded for 
w success. Yesterday, it emeijed that muiw- 

5 ters are considering radical ideas to 

remedy this. Under their proposals, if 
schools hit specified performance targets 
exam results or other 
would receive extra money, which the head 
teacher would give to staff as a tonus./Hus 
bold proposal should form part of die 
consultation on the reform of teachers pay. 

to be published next month. 

Such a drasne policy is needed to 
teaching as an attractive profu¬ 
sion Pay. and the perception that staff- 
rooms have become the bastion of the 

, E5S*-: 

join die profe^sioa predecessor 

that consistently local 

rewarded by fc-JgTSi not more 
; authorities andmsp^ror^ . duce a 

money. Government forays 


performance-related element into teachers’ 
pay have so far been limited. Head 
teachers' top pay has been raised to 
£70.060, while experienced teachers can 
earn up to £40.000 if they remain in their 
classrooms and resist the temptations of 
managerial positions. Yet these are pin¬ 
pricks compared with the idea of linking 
schools’ progress with cash benefits. 

Ministers can be sure that this policy is 
worth considering as the National Union 
of Teachers greetal it with groans. Parents 
will be bemused by the union’s opposition 
to Unking pay with performance. Why 
should a teacher whose class scores 
above-average resuite year after year be 
paid the same as another teacher, in a 
school with similar intake, whose class 
underperforms year after year? Enlight¬ 
ened unions welcomed the proposal, while 
advising caution. Any performance-related 
system should not be based solely on exam 
results, but must reflect progress on other 
indicators. A school with high levels of 
truancy cannot be expected to achieve good 
academic results if its classrooms are 
empty: it deserves a reward If it succeeds in 
getting pupils back at their desks. 

This policy will change the terms of the 
education debate. For decades, it has been 
focused on how much the government is 
spending. It is time to move on and 
consider the more relevant issue: how that 
money is spent. 


Government help 
to save the family 

From the Archbishop of Glasgow 

Sir. Much has been written in recent 
days about the Government's Green 
Paper Supporting Families (details 
November 5; letters, November 7). 
Many in the Roman Catholic Church 
were heartened and indeed relieved by 
much of the content. Indeed, pre-mar¬ 
riage courses, counselling before di¬ 
vorce. parenting workshops and de¬ 
cent paternity and maternity leave 
have all been preached — and 
practised in the uuholk Church for 
some years. 

However, could I appeal to all 
concerned to remember that Support¬ 
ing Families is a consultation docu¬ 
ment In areas of practical assistance I 
would ask the Government to keep an 
open mind. Calls for tax breaks for 
marriage arc not antediluvian rheto¬ 
ric. but practical and sensible propos¬ 
als to help millions of married couples 
and their children. Subsidies for 
parents who prefer to stay at home to 
look after their own children rather 
than bring in outsiders work well in 
Scandinavia: they could work well 
here too. 

Supporting Families should not be 
seen as the last word in government 
family strategy, but rather the very 
welcome and practical foundation for 
debate. 

One other point. On the day the 
Green Paper was published the 
Scottish Office made it dear that it did 
not apply north of the border — why 
ever not? God knows, our needs are 
just as great as those of England and 
Wales. 

Yours etc, 

t THOMAS J. CARDINAL 

WINNING. 

The Archdiocese of Glasgow, 

196 Clyde Street, 

Glasgow G1 4JY. 

November 10. 

From Mr Bernard Cunningham 

Sir. Mrs Sandra Wrights on’s letter 
(November 7) might have given the 
impression that the alternative re¬ 
gimes of matrimonial finance under 
Spanish law were established with the 
prospect of divorce in mind. 

In fad. those regimes were provided 
for in die Civil Code of 1S89. Jong 
before the introduction of divorce in 
1981. and were concerned with the 
economic rules during the subsistence 
of the marriage and in relation to 
inheritance, rather than with the 
division of property on divorce. 

I agree with Mrs Wrightson's wish 
for certainty at a time of stress but that 
should not be achieved by a prenuptial 
contract whose very purpose is contra¬ 
dictory to the express promise of 
permanence in the marriage contract, 
thus rendering that promise null and 
void. 

The modern Spanish philosopher, 
Julian Marias, has commented that 
the possibility of divorce renders the 
fullness of marriage improbable. The 
encouragement of prenuptial con¬ 
tracts merely increases that improba¬ 
bility. 

Yours truly, 

BERNARD CUNNTNGHAM, 

Estudio Juridico Fiscal. 

Dr Fleming 30-7-C, 

28036 Madrid. 

November 9. 


Getting in line 

From Mr Colin MacLean 

Sir. I agree with Mr G. A McKenzie 
(letter, November 10) about the proto¬ 
col of the 1930s bus stop: no queue but 
no boarding out of turn. In my 
experience, however, the queue did 
not originate in the Second World 
'■War. 

Throughout the 1930s in Aberdeen 
we all queued obediently at cinemas, 
marshalled by commissionaires and 
even sometimes by the cinema manag¬ 
er. The latter was more likely to be in 
charge in the foyer when the film was 
especially popular, the former then 
having to impose control outside, 
down the street and round the comer. 

The friendly commissionaire could 
be relied on to let us know how long 
we might have to wait, or indeed 
whether we were wise to wait at all. 

Yours faithfully. 

COLIN Mar LEAN, 

Drumtilt. The Terrace, 

Bridge of Tilt. Pitlochry PH 18 5SZ. 
November 10. 


BBC accountability 

From the Director of the National 
Viewer s’ and Listener? Association 

Sir. It is certainly true that the BBC 
has done a great deal in recent years 
to improve its accountability, and 
rightly so. But there is still much 
about the Corporation that remains 
secret even though decisions it makes 
have real consequences for the view¬ 
ing public, in particular on pro¬ 
gramme content. The Chairman of 
the BBC, Sir Christopher Bland 
(letter, November 2), surely cannot 
refuse to publish details of board 
meetings merely on the grounds that 
some commercial television compa¬ 
nies do not 

The unique way the BBC is funded 
— a compulsory licence fee — places 
unique responsibilities on the corpora¬ 
tion. It is not enough to point to a few 
seminars or a brief “char with the 
chairman'' on the Internet It is a 
curious anomaly that in a modem 
mature democracy, those charged by 
Parliament with governing a power- 


Politicians and their private lives 


From Mrs Christine Holt 

Sir. I fed angry that words like 
“ . . rally to support gay ministers” 
(headline, November 9; see also 
letters. November 10) are being used 
in the wake of Nick Brown's recent 
"outing”. Neither he, nor any other 
homosexual person, male or 'female, 
should have to fed indebted to the 
paternalism of the heterosexual major¬ 
ity. however kindly meant. 

Homosexuals have had to deal with 
a great deal of stress and anxiety 
about their sexuality, often in isola¬ 
tion and sometimes for yean. Because 
of the pressures and antagonism of a 
largely anti-gay culture, it is to their 
credit that, against all the odds, so 
many do lead fulfilled lives and 
achieve success in their careers. 

Yours faithfully. 

CHRISTINE HOLT. 

S Newcombe Road, Holcombe Brook. 
Bury, Lancashire BLO 9UT. 
November 10. 

From Mr A. Submmaniom 

Sir, I agree with Mr Philip Harding of 
the BBC (letter, November 10) that 
"freedom of expression has to be 
balanced by respect for the right of an 
individual to privacy". MPs and 
ministers are ejected to serve their 
constituents and the public Their 
performance should be judged on that 
alone and not what they do in their 
bedrooms. 

It is a reflection of the current 
pathetic state of affairs that a minister 
should have to reveal his sexuality in 
order to avoid the embarrassment of 
an "outing” by the media. Ministers 
and MPs should not be distracted 
from matters of government, which 
happen to be more relevant than their 
sexuality. 

Yours faithfully. 

ARUN SUBRAMAN1AM. 

50 Rannoch Road, W6 9SR. 
a.subramarriam@ic.ac.uk 
November 10. 

From Dr David C. Prosser 

Sir, Mr R. Temple (letter. November 
10). in defending the media’s right to 
disclose and discuss an MPs sexual 
orientation, says that “A homosexual 
MP who pretends to be heterosexual 
is defrauding his constituency voters 
by nor dedaring h is true views and 
status." 

1 cannot see how this charge can be 
levelled at Mr Brown. I have seen no 
reports to suggest he has pretended to 
be heterosexual. Was he married? Did 
he appear in the tabloids with a string 
of girlfriends? Did he constantly 
engage his constituents in banter 
regarding members of the opposite 


sex? There does not appear to be anv 
evidence of such a pretence. 

Further. I do not believe, as Mr 
Temple does, thai Mr Brown has a 
duty to inform me of his sexuality or 
any other area of his personal life. If 
public figures engage in lies, hypocri¬ 
sy or illegal activities then we are 
justified in questioning their behav¬ 
iour. Until then, we will have to accept 
that the right to gossip is not a 
fundamental human right. 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVID C. PROSSER, 

8 Ourram Road. Oxford 0X4 3PE. 
November 10. 


From Mr Errol Nott 

Sir. Yet again our politicians are 
complaining about media intrusion 
into their private lives. This would be 
a credible complaint, and one which 
most of us would join, were they not 
the very persons who thrust their 
private lives in front of us. 

At elections, almost without excep¬ 
tion. their publicity campaigns are 
filled with happy snaps of the 
candidate's family; of candidate in 
local or even national photo opportuni¬ 
ty; of candidate with famous (or 
infamous) persons. Whilst they expect 
the public to swallow that propagan¬ 
da. they resent the other side of the 
coin being exposed to view. 

If they wish to enter public life, and 
to try and persuade their constituents 
that they are persons of probity and 
openness, politicians should make 
sure their claims can be substantiat¬ 
ed, and that their lifestyle and past 
will stand examination. 

Yours etc, 

ERROL NOTT. 

Wiske House, Birkby. 

Northallerton DL7 OEF. 
errolnott@aoLcom 
November 10. 


From Mrs Judith Hall 

Sir, There is an exhortation in the 
Alternative Service Book of the Angli¬ 
can Church that is both simple and 
also profoundly challenging: “Do all 
that makes for peace and builds up 
our common tile." Not think about, 
but do. 

It seems an apposite comment on 
some of the media coverage on the 
sexual orientation of same ministers 
and, as Libby Purves points out in her 
inimitable way (article, November 3). 
die attitudes of us all. 

Yours sincerely, 

JUDITH HALL. 

Lodge Cottage, ■. 

Hemingford Grey, Huntingdon, 
Cambridgeshire PEIS 9DE. 
November 10. 


The militaiy option Fmm Mr Duncan Heenan 


From Mrs Ruth Baker 

Sir. On one side of your front page 
today we read of the Queen laying a 
wreath “In memory of the glorious 
dead”. Immediately opposite we read 
that the United States and Britain 
move to the brink of a military attack 
on Iraq. 

More glorious dead? What incon¬ 
gruity! 

Yours faithfully, 

RUTH BAKER, 

26 Vicarage Gardens, 

Clacton on Sea, Essex C015IBU. 
November 12. 


Millennium bug 

From the Chief Executive of the 
Association for Payment Clearing 
Services 

Sir. 1 must take issue with Mark 
Henderson’s contention (report, No¬ 
vember 6) that "bank accounts could 
be wiped our fay the millennium bug. 

Extensive testing for millennjuni 
compliance of the major payment and 
money transmission systems in this 
country will be completed within the 
next fortnight, and customers can be 
completely reassured that their bank 
balances will be as safe as they have 
always been. Not least because all 
banks and building societies archive, 
or back up, their customer details at 
the end of each working day. Decem¬ 
ber 30/31,1999. being no exception. 

Furthermore, the 530,000 electronic 
card-reading terminals in retailers 
around the country have recognised 


ful and influential broadcasting or¬ 
ganisation in the public interest rarefy 
appear on television to explain or seek 
public approval for the decisions they 
make on our behalf. 

Few outside the industry under¬ 
stand or appreciate the “increasingly 
competitive and complex environ¬ 
ment" in which the BBC now has to 
operate. Let us hope that the interac¬ 
tive services of the digital age will 
make possible real dialogue in the 
ftiture. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN BEYER, 

Director. 

National Viewers’ and 
listeners’ Association, 

All Saints House. High Street. 
Colchester. Essex COMUG. 
nationalvala@compuserve.com 
November 3. 

Letters to the Editor should cany 
a daytime telephone number. 

They may be faxed to 
-0171-782 5046. 

e-mail to: letters@the-times.co.uk 


Sir, The United States, in the guise of 
the United Nations, seems about to 
attack Iraq again. 

Iraqis crime is failing to allow the 
Western powers the monopoly in 
ownership of weapons of mass de¬ 
struction. The power politics of the 
situation are dear, but can we please 
be spared the homilies from Western 
governments making out that this is 
in some way a moral issue. 

Yours faithfully, 

DUNCAN HEENAN. 

Thie Lheanagh. Clenagh Road, 

Sulby. Isle of Man IM7 3AD. 
November 12. 


“year 2000” expiry dates on cards for 
over a year now. So no problems 
expected there, I am glad to say. 

Yours faithfully. 

CHRIS PEARSON. 

Chief Executive. Association for 
Payment Clearing Services, 

Mercury House, Triton Court, 

14 Finsbury Square, EC2A 1BR. 
November 6. 

From Mr Trevor Leigh 

Sir. I notice that the second of the four 
questions set out in the introduction to 
a booklet entitled Millennium Bug — 
Act Now. which the Government has 
apparently sent out m every business 
in the country, is “How much time do 
1 have?*’. 

Yours faithfully. 

TREVOR LEIGH. 

172 Greenford Road, 

Harrow. Middlesex HA13QZL 
November 6. 


From Mr Christopher Lee 

Sir. Mr Peter Gordon-Potts (letter. 
November 3) can now be added to the 
list of those who say that any 
"dumbing-down" at the BBC indudes 
Radio 4. Consequently, 1 turned to 
your radio schedule. 

The Radio 4 schedule for November 
3 included: Michael Buerk profiling 
decision-makers; a nature pro¬ 
gramme on sharks: a Peter Tinnis- 
wood comedy: Quote — Unquote: an 
examination of the American depres¬ 
sion; a 30-minute book programme; a 
business programme: a Gabriel 
Garda M&rquez reacting and the 
shipping forecast 
This selection does not indude what 
I believe to be the best radio news and 
current affairs coverage on any 
network other than the World Service 
(and even that is on Radio 4 after 
lam). Not bad for a network that is 
supposed to be "undemanding'’. 

Yours truly, 

CHRISTOPHER LEE. 

Marla House, 

Chewton Mendip, Bath BA3 4U. 


Entente cordiale 
goes off the rails 

From .Major Peter Hampson. 

The King's Own Raya! Bonder 
Regiment (retd) 

Sir. The suggestion thar Waterloo 
station should be renamed (report 
and leading article. November 6: 
letters, November 7) confirms much of 
what 1 have long suspected about the 
French, their struggle with the reality' 
of pre-20th-cemury history and frank¬ 
ly their continued inability to lose 
with grace. 

During my time in the Army I came 
across several of their attempts io 
remove physical reminders of largely 
irrelevant events, of which the return 
of Sandhurst’s Waterloo cannons was 
typical. My own regiment was fre¬ 
quently asked to return the drums of 
the French 34th of Foot. J vividly recall 
the day our French counterparts in 
Berlin failed to show up for a mess 
function linked to our Peninsular War 
Arroyo Day, marking the 1S11 battle 
at which the drums were captured. 

1 support Councillor Floreni 
Longuepee’s suggestion that the Gare 
du Nord should be renamed Fomenoy 
after a by now obscure, and let's be 
honest rare. French victory. It would 
give them a perfect opportunity to 
demonstrate how they should react to 
historic events. 

My old regiment was awarded a 
laurel wreath in honour of its 
conspicuous action at Fontenoy in 
1745. Should there ever be a renaming 
ceremony for the Gare Fontenoy. 1 am 
sure that it would be delighted to 
parade, operational commitments per¬ 
mitting. and perhaps troop its Arroyo 
drums. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER HAMPSON. 
do British Resorts Association. 

8 Bast Office Avenue. 

Southport 

Merseyside PR9 OUS. 

November 11. 

From Mr Graham S. Brown 

Sir, M Longuep& — what a splendid 
and martial name — seems to have 
provoked both the Anglo-Saxon and 
the Norman-French in our national 
psyche, to judge from your letters 
columns. 

The former has loosed the wither¬ 
ing fire of our longbows. The latter, if 
not crossing swords with him. has 
parried his appeal to Europeanism by 
seeing in the thrust of his suggestion a 
feint for French wounded pride. 

Let us concede, without dropping 
our guard, that M Longuepde has a 
point, and forget the battles of the 19th 
century. “Normandy Landing Beach¬ 
es Station” would salute the country of 
landfall of the Tunnel, which Water¬ 
loo does not. 

It would also be a reminder to all 
who arrive there of the sacrifice of the 
English-speaking peoples to the free¬ 
ing of continental Europe from 
tyranny and to the Liberation of 
Fiance from occupation. 

I am. Sir, yours faithfullv. 

GRAHAM S. BROWN, 

10 New Square, 

Lincoln’s Inn, WC2A3QG. 

November 12. 

From Mr David Davies 

Sir, The Gare du Nord has indeed 
been renamed, albeit unofficially. On 
account of the arrival and departure 
of several thousand Eurostar passen¬ 
gers daily between Paris and London, 
it has become known as the Gare de 
Londres. 

Parisians, always so cosmopolitan, 
have a way of taking such matters out 
of the hands of their elected represent¬ 
atives. 

Yours faithfully, 

DAVID DAVIES, 

52 Cheylesmore House, 

Ebury Bridge Road. SW1W SQZ. 
November 10. 


From Mr Anthony Nixon 

Sir, The suggestion that Waterloo 
station be renamed must be consid¬ 
ered in the light of the seriousness in 
which it is proposed. All endeavour, 
especially on the part of our French 
neighbours, to work in a spirit of 
closeness and co-operation towards 
an ever closer union is to be 
applauded. 

The problem could, of course, have 
been avoided if the French had had 
the foresight to rename the Fans 
terminus of the Channel Tunnel rail 
link “North Station". 

Yours faithfully, 

ANTHONY NIXON. ’ 

70 Warwick Road. 

St Albans. 

Hertfordshire AL1 4DL 
November 6. 


From Mr A. R. Titchener 

Sir, The French have always been 
valiant fighters — opposite or at our 
side. They are noble friends and 
worthy colleagues. They have been 
ill-used by the widespread publicity 
about the suggestion to rename 
Waterloo station, which has the 
appearance of having been made by a 
minority with an unnecessary guilt 
complex. 

It is all an irrelevant storm in a 
demitasse. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. R. TITCHENER, 

23 White Horse Road, 

Windsor, Berkshire SL4 4JPJ. 
November 12. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 10: The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh this afternoon left Dublin in 
the Republic of Ireland and later 
arrived at City Airport. Belfast. 
Northern Ireland. 

His Royal Highness, Patron and 
Trustee. The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award, afterwards attended die 
General Council at the Waterfront 
HalL Belfast, and was received by 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
the County Borough of Belfast 
(Colonel Elliott Wilson). 

The Duke of Edinburgh this 
evening attended a Concert for The 

Duke of Edinburgh* Award at the 
Waterfront Hall. Belfast. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November II: The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh, Patron and Trustee, The 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award, this 
morning attended the General 
Council at the Waterfront Hall. 
Belfast. Northern Ireland. 

His Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon opened the British Telecom 
Headquarters at the Riverside 
Tower, Belfast, and later opened 
the Hilton Hotel. Belfast. 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Patron 
and Trustee. The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh's Award, this evening attend¬ 
ed a Dinner at the HUton Hotel. 
Belfast 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November Vt The Queen. Colonel- 
in-Chjef. The Royal Green Jackets, 
today received Lieutenant Colonel 
James Gordon upon relinquishing 
his appointment as Commanding 
Officer 2nd Battalion and Lieuten¬ 
ant Colonel Nicholas Carter upon 
assuming (he appointment 

Major General Robert Fulton 
was received by Her Majesty upon 
his appointment as Commandant 
General Royal Marines. 

The following were received in 
audience by The Queen upon their 
appointment as British High Com¬ 
missioners: Mr Brian Connelly 
(the Kingdom or Tonga) and Mr 
Edward Glover (the Co-operative 
Republic of Guyana). 

Mrs COnneffy and Mrs Glover 
were also received by Her Majesty. 

The following were received in 
audience by The Queen and kissed 
hands upon their appointment as 
Her Majesty's Ambassadors: Mr 
Alan Collins (the Republic of the 
Philippines), Miss Caroline Elmes 
(the Republic of Angola) and Mr 
Gavin Hewitt (the Republic of 
Finland). 

Mrs COIlins was also received 
by The Queen. 

The Duke of Edinburgh this 
afternoon opened the new Belfast 
Internationa] Airport Check-in 
Hall and departed Belfast Interna¬ 
tional Airport for Switzerland. 

His Rcyal Highness. President 
Emeritus. World Wide Fund for 
Nature - WWF International, later 
arrived at Berne BeJp Airport. 

The Duke of Edinburgh subse¬ 
quently attended the dosing ses¬ 
sion of the World Wide Fund for 
Nature Annua] Conference and 
presented The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh's Conservation Medal at the 
Grand Hotel Beau Rivage, Inter¬ 
laken. 

His Kqyal Highness this 
evening attended a World Wide 
FUnd for Nature International 
Dinner at die Hotel Victoria 
Jungfrau, Interlaken. 

Brigadier Miles Hunt-Davis is 
in attendance. 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh were represented by 
the Baroness Ramsay of Cartvak 
(Baroness in Wafting) at the 
Service of Thanksgiving for the 
Life of Sir David Hunt (formerly 
Her Majesty's Ambassador to the 
Federative Republic of Brazil) 
which was held in St Margaret's 


Church Westminster Abbey. Lon¬ 
don. today. 

Princess Alice. Duchess of 
Gloucester was represented by 
Major Nicholas Barne. 
CLARENCE HOUSE 
November 12 Lieutenant Colonel 
Alasdair Loudon today had the 
honour of being received by Queen 
Elizabeth The Queen Mother. 
Cofonel-iivChief. The Black Watch 
{Royal Highland Regiment), upon 
relinquishing his appointment as 
Commanding Officer of the 1st 
Battalion. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ronald Brad¬ 
ford also had the honour of being 
received by Her Majesty upon 
assuming his appointment as Com¬ 
manding Officer. 1st Battalion The 
Black Watch (Royal Highland 
Regimeni). 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
November li The Prince of Wales, 
President, the Phoenix Trust, this 
morning attended a trustees' meet¬ 
ing at St James's Palace. 

His Royal Highness, President, 
The Prince's Trust, this afternoon 
launched the Prince’s TrusWCarael- 
ert Foundation Mentor Scheme for 
care leavers at Park Square East. 
Regent's Park, London. 

The Prince of Wales later attend¬ 
ed the Young Artists' Britain 
Award ceremony in the Cartoon 
Gallery. Hampton Count Palace. 

His Royal Highness this 
evening held a Banquet in the 
Great HalL Hampton Court Pal¬ 
ace. to Open the exhibition Travels 
with the Prince". 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 12 The Prince Edward. 
Chairman, International Council. 
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
International Association, this 
morning left Heathrow Airport 
London, for Malta and was re¬ 
ceived on arrival by the British 
High Commissioner (His Excellen¬ 
cy Mr Graham Archer). 

His Royal Highness this 
evening attended a Reception and 
Dinner at the Crown Plaza Hotel. 
Sliemo, for the International Coun¬ 
cil's delegates. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sean O'Dw¬ 
yer is in attendance. 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 12: The Princess Royal. 
President Animal Health Trust 
this morning attended a Council of 
Management Meeting and this 
afternoon attended an Industry 
Committee Meeting at Lanwades 
Park. Kentford. Newmarket, and 
was received by Her Majesty's 
Lord-Lieutenant of Suffolk (the 
Lord Belstead). 

Her Royal Highness. Colon ef- 
in-Chief. The Royal Logistic Corps, 
accompanied by Commodore Tim¬ 
othy Laurence RN. this everting 
attended a Dinner at The Princess 
Royal Barracks. Deepcut, Camber- 
ley. Surrey. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 12 The Duke of 
Gloucester. Deputy Cotond-in- 
Chief. The Royal Logistic Corps, 
this evening attended a Dinner at 
The Princess Royal Barracks. 
DeepcuL Camber ley. Surrey. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
November li The Duke of Kent. 
Chairman of the National Electron¬ 
ics Council, this afternoon attend¬ 
ed the Annual Genera] Meeting 
and the Mountbatten Lecture at 
Savoy Place. London. 

His Royal Highness this 
evening attended a Gala Concert 
ai the Wigmore Hall. London. 
THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
November 12 Princess AJeondra, 
President, this evening attended 
the Armistice Ball at the Royal Star 
and Garter Home. Richmond, 
Surrey. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen, accompanied by the 
Duke of Edinburgh, will visit the 
White Tower at the Tower of 
London at 11.30. Later they wiD 
host a reception at Buddngbam 
Palace to mark the 50th birthday of 
the Prince of Wales in recognition 
of the achievements of the many 
organisations linked with His 
Royal Highness, who wfl) attend 
with representatives from those 
organisations at 6J30. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, patron 
and trustee, will attend a reception 
at St James's Palace for young 
people who have reached the Gold 
Standard in the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh's Award at 4.00. 

The Princess Royal will attend a 
reception at the annual session of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organi¬ 
sation Assembly at the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse at I2J50; will open 
the new Edinburgh Dental Insti¬ 
tute at the Royal Infirmary at 
Edinburgh. Lauriston Place, at 
11.00; as patron. Liverpool School 
of Tropical Medicine, will visit the 
School and attend the Leverhutroe 
Lecture, ftmbroke Place. Liver¬ 
pool. at 3.05. and will attend their 
centenary dinner at Liverpool 
Town Hall at 7 JO. 

Dinners 

University of Bristol 
The Lord-Lieutenant for Bristol. 
Mr Jay Tidmarsh. attended a 
dinner held for patrons and 
friends of the University of Bristol 
last night at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. London, to mark the 
seventh anniversary or the launch 
of “Campaign for Resource". Sir 
Michael Angus, leader of the 
Campaign, presided in the pres¬ 
ence of Sir Jeremy Morse, Chancel¬ 
lor. Mr Moger Woolley, Chairman 
of Council and Sir John Kingman, 
Vice-Chancellor. Other gissis in¬ 
cluded the Earl of Limerick. Dame 
Bridget OgiJvie, Lady Menison. 
Mr Eddie CKJorman, Brigadier 
Hugh Pye and Mr and Mrs 
Arnold Denman. Since the “Cam¬ 
paign for Resource” was launched 
in (99! an investment approaching 
ESS million has been raised for the 
University. 

City Heritage Society 
Mr C. Douglas Woodward. Chair¬ 
man of the City Heritage Sodety. 
and Mrs Woodward received the 
guests at a dinner held last night at 
fewterers' Hall to mark the socie¬ 
ty's 25th anniversary. Sir Law¬ 
rence Vemey. Chairman, and Mr 
Norman Searle were the speakers. 
The London Institute 
Mr Julian E. Markham. Chair¬ 
man of the London Institute Court 
of Governors, was the host at a 
dinner for members of the Court 
held last night at foe London 
Institute Gallery. Davies Street 
WI. Special presentations were 
made to five retiring Governors: 
Mr Robert Bright. Mr Alan Rap- 
kin. Mrs Jenifer Rosenberg, OBE. 
Mr Allan Warner and Ms Judith 
Warner. 

Grays inn 

The Treasurer of Grays inn. Lord 
Justice Stuart-Smilh. and Masters 
of the Bench entertained the 
folkwing guests at dinner in Hall 
last night it being Grand Day of 
the Michaelmas Term. 

Laid Browne-WiUlnsan- Lad Nolan, Sir 

Martin Naorse. Reid Marshal Sir Nigel 
Baenafl. Sir David Ciicun. QC [treasurer. 
Middle Tonple). Mr Stephen Lamfcr. lady 
Britton, Miss Heather HaAea. QC. Dr 
David Dadverty. Mr Simon BOWex Lyon. 
Miss Libby Putves. the Kev Roger Hoikway 
(preacher). Mr David Madtin tunder-Dtu- 
urwl and Mr Anthony Lush fst>« bursar?. 
High Cost! JoamEstsAasodtokm 
The anniversary dinner of the High Court 
JournaAsu' Assodntitm was heU fast tight 
at Middle Temple HalL Mr Robert Wff- 
Eams. Editor of the Law Reports and 
chnDman of the a ss ocia tio n, wdiancxl the 
guests. Mr Justice Earfy and Mr Justice 
Morison. President of die Employment 
Appeal Tribunal also spoke. 

Jewish Memorial CoancO 
Mr and Mn Edmund de Rrthschikl were 
the hosts at a d inn e r hekl last night ai 
Spencer House. Si James* Plane, to mark 
the ^anniversary at Ihe Jewish Manorial 
CoundL Mr Jack Straw. Homes Secretary, 
was the guest of honour and speaker. Mr 
Edgar Astaire, chairman o( the council, 
presided- The Chief Rabbi and Sir Sophen 
waicy-Cohen also spake. 



Regina Krafcl curator of the 100 Masterpieces of Imperial Chinese Ceramic 


exhibition, with a rare 1. 


mpem 

Ming jar. The exhibition opens at the 
next Tuesday 


Forthcoming 
marriages 


Birthdays today 

Sir Ewan Bdl. former civil serv¬ 
ant. 74: the Mast Rev George 
Carey. Archbishop of Canterbury. 
63; Sir John Odes, former diplo¬ 
mat, 61: Miss Whoopi Goldberg, 
actress, 43; Lord Jacobs. 67; the 
Rev Patricia Johns, former Head¬ 
mistress. St Mary's School, Wan¬ 
tage, 65; Mr Kenneth Kemp, 
former chairman. Smith and Neph¬ 
ew. 77; Major-General J.D. Lunt, 
81; Mr John B. McCudrian. 
chairman. Ulster Television. 39: 
Dr Basil Moreon, dinical patholo¬ 
gist. 77; Admiral Sir William 
O'Brien. 82: Miss Alexandra Shift¬ 
man. Editor. British Vogue . 41; Sir 
Donald Thompson, former MP. 
67; Sir Miles Walker, former Chief 
Minister. Isle of Man Govern¬ 
ment. 58. 


Bristol Grammar 
School 

The Board of Governors of Bristol 
Grammar School announce the 
appointment of Dr David Mas- 
cord, BA, PhD. as Headmaster to 
succeed Mr Charles Martin on his 
retirement In August 1999. Dr 
Mascord is presently Deputy 
Headmaster of Bristol Grammar 
School 


The Purcell School 

The Governors of The Purcell 
School have appointed Mr John 
Toiputt to be Headmaster, in 
succession to Mr John Bain. Mr 
Tolputt, who is at present Head¬ 
master of Rendoomb College, 
Cirencester, will take up his 
appointment on September 1.1999. 


Reception 

Middle East International 
Sir Dennis Walters. Chairman, 
and Directors of Middle East 
International held a reception last 
night at the Royal Thames Yacht 
Club to mark the occasion of the 
re-design of the publication Mid¬ 
dle East International. 

Service dinner 

Fyldc Officers’ Association 
The High Sheriff of Lancashire 
was the principal dvi] guest at the 
annual dinner of foe fykle Offic¬ 
ers' Association held at the Savoy 
Hotel. Blackpool last night Air 
Commodore KJ.M. Ptixtor, Act¬ 
ing Chief Executive. Maintenance 
Group Defence Agency, was the 
principal service guest 


Memorial service 


Sir David Hunt 

The Quern and the Duke of 
Edinburgh were represented by 
Baroness Ramsay of Cartvale at a 
service of thanksgiving for the life 
and work of Sir David Hunt a 
former diplomat held yesterday at 
St Margaret's Church. Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey. 

Princess Alice Duchess of 
Gloucester was represented by 
Major Nicholas Bame. 

The Rev Roger Holloway, Priest 
Vicar, officiated. Archbishop Gre¬ 
gorios of Thyateira and Great 
Britain said prayers in Greek 

Mr Magnus Magnusson. KBE, 
and Lord Blaker read the lessons. 
Mr Cdnstantine Leventis, Ambas¬ 
sador of Cyprus to UNESCO, read 
from the works of Thucydides- Sir 
Atom Copisarow gave an address. 

Mrs Elizabeth Bond, mezzo 
soprano, accompanied by Mr 
Simon Over, piano, sang the aria 
from Orfeo ed Euridice by Gluck 
and da CaizabigL 

The Rev J. H. Payne was robed 
and sealed in the Sanctuary. 

The Secretary of State for For¬ 
eign and Commonwealth Affairs 
was represented by Sir John Birch, 
the Permanent Under Secretary 
and Head of the Dipfomadc 
Service by Sir Michael Pal User and 
the Commonwealth Secretary Gen¬ 
eral by Mr Richard Gold. Among 
others present were: 

Lady Hum twfcfow), Mr Richard Hum Ison). 
Dr Thomas and Dr Marnm While 
{brother-in-law and sisEp, Or and Mn 
Michael Neophyton {brother-in-law and 
sisur-in-law). Mr and Mrs Edward S 
Milner. Mrs Marram Tbomfriil Mis C 
Lrvenus. Mbs Lanes Levenris, Mr George 
Levcntu. Mr nriMp Hum. Mr and Mrs A P 
Ixnnds. Air and Mr* Christo Leraids. Mr 
Michael Leventis. Mr and Mn H K 
Leventis. Miss Anastasia Papadopoulos. Dr 
David White Mrs Criia White. Dr Richard 
and Dr Mary Cole. Mr and Mn John 
McKern. Miss Hden McKean. Mr and Mrs 
Genre David. Mrs Nimia Rracrio. Mr Arts 
Kyriabdes. 

Tbc High Commissi oner far Cyprus and 
Mrs Annfides {with other members of the 
High Co mm ission): the Greek Ambassador, 
the High Commissioner for Sierra Leone, 
the Deputy High Comnussfoner for Malay¬ 
sia. the Deputy High Commissi wier tw 
Mauritius, the Deputy High Commissioner 
for New Zealand, the Acting High Ctxnmis- 
skmer of Nigeria (also representing the 
gWUlUIKIIt). 

Scnhor Serein Eduardo Moran Lima 
(representing the Brariftan Ambassador). 
Mr cfcmem Mabuza (representing the High 
Commissioner for Swaziland). Mrs Shirley 
femberton (representing (he High Commis¬ 
sioner for the eastern Caribbean States). 

Earl St AkJwyn (Anglottanlian Society) 
Eori Alexander of Turns. Lady Bteizr. Lari 
Cockney. Nadine Lady Killearn lAn&to-Hd- 
loiic League) with Mrs N Whitc-Gaic. Mix 
E Vagiiano and Mr and Mrs Piers Dim 
Marina Lady Marks. Mr Michael Howard. 


QC. MP. Lady Ahsor Davis. Lady Felicity 
Harwood, the Hon Ivor Lucas, the Hon Sir 
rear Rarasbocham. the Hon Sir Steven 
Runcnnan. CH. HBA. 

Lady itahni Barnes. Lady Gmrisarow. Sir 
Patrick Conrad- MP. Sir Geoffrey On. Sir 
Douglas and Lady Dodds Parker. Sir 
Martin Ewans. Sir Oliver Forster. Sir 
Martin and Lady Gilbert. Sir Basil Hail Sir 
Peter and Lady Heap. Sir Nick Lannour. Sir 
Alan Munro-Sir Patrick Reilly. Sir John and 
L idv Lire. Sir CYriJ Townsend. Sir Michael 
Wilford. Lieutenant-General Sir lame* and 
the Hon Lady Wilson. 

Mr and Mn Georyt- Angwloetau. Mr K A 
R Dahrop. Professor and Mrs John Bamm. 
Mr and Mrs J H Badey. Squadron Leader J 
K Bird. Mr Richard Brume. Mrs Michael 
Braithwaiie. Mn Man Bromley. Mr and 
Mrs Alan Brooke Turner. Miss E M 
Calfcun. Mr and Mrs R E Campling. Dr and 
Mrs Graham Campling. Mr Peter Caimon- 
Bnnkes. Mr and Mn Hugh Cartes. Mis J 
Caimans. Mr and Mrs Richard J Chadd. 
Mrs Margaret Chadd. Mrs Joyce Chatkkv 
Mr George ChowcDuray-Bcn. Dr and Mrs 
SPChristfe. 

Dr and Mrs A Cfirisudoulou. Mr and 
Mrs G C Chnsiofides. the Res James 
Clarke. Professor Nicolas Coldstream. FBA. 
Dr Nicola Coldstream. Mr and Mrs B F 
Cook. Brigadier Anthony GowpIL Mr 
Stephen Cos. Mr and Mrs Clifford Dann. 
Mr and Mrs C B d'Arcy Ram. Brigadier 
and Mrs FM De Buns. Mrand Mrs John 
Dickie. Mr Denis Dobk. Mr and Mrs D G 
Dtmdbs. Mr and Mrs G Daw-Edmn. 
Major-General and Mrs Peter Downward. 
Mrs Gerald Draper. Mr and Mrs K J 
EJdred-MrrAEk&hrrieo. 

Mrs Betty Ken ward- Mr Dins Klean- 
ihous. Mr arid Mrs Costas Kkamhous, Mr J 
R D (Comer. Mr and MrsA Kjt lootefs. Mr 
and Mrs George Kyriacou. Mr and Mrs 
Ralph Lalantti-Einery. Mr and Mrs Peter 
Lawton. Dr Irene S Lunas. Mrs C Lanas. 
M rand Mrs PA Leroos. Mr ftaer Lewis. Mr 
and Mrs M Madden. Mrs H Mansell Mr 
Anthony Marram Mr Siankv Martin. His 
Honour ftrer Mason. QC 

Mr and Mrs Derwent May. Mr K 
Meratas. Miss EUzatwh MiMaihafl. Mr 
Toy Mosaics, Mr Kenneth Morgan. Mr 
and Mrs Martin Moynihan. Mrs Patricia 
Nadia. Mr and Mrs R Newncrn. Professor 
and Mrs A N Nicoiaides. Mr and Mrs Brian 
E Norman. Mrs E Van CMphcn. Mr John 
Dnuoha. Mr Trevor Osborne. Mr Hubert 
PScanda. QC Mr Charte Pick. Mr Martin 
Pidt. Ms 1-fella Pick. Mr and Mis J F Porter. 
Mr and Mis John Prafumo. Dr N J and Dr 
Jomy Richardson. Mrs E Saunders. Or and 
Mrs John Scott. Mrs V A Tattoo-Brown. 
MrsG AThytor. 

Dr Alan Borg (V A A). Mr G Cadoean 
(British School at Athens). Mr G CalJcr- 
wood (Lmtffidd Preservation Sodety) and 
Mrs Cakicrwood. Mr Jonathan Cittdwtc*. 
(Imperial War Museum). Mr A G Chnsto- 
dounu (Cypriot Estia of London) and Mrs 
Chretodounu. Mr R E Edwards (Greater 
London Fund for the Bfindj. Mrs M 
Fahweaiher iMjd Sussex Local History 
Group!. Mrs Agntfta Katisperas [HcMerac 
Centre). 

Mr Timothy Lewis (Oxford Society). Mr 
Terence Mulia/y (Sodety of Antiquaries of 
London and the British-!nlian Sodety] and 
Mrs Mullaly. Mr C Sophodides (Greek 
Cypnor Breenerhooctt and Mrs Suphadkla. 
Professor Brian Sparkes (Soaery for the 
Promotion ai Hcflauc Studies). McJGF 
Sroy flhr Athenaeum). Mr David Thomson 
and Mr David French iCommonwealih 
Institute). Mis A J Ward I Army Hcrtarhal 
Branch. MoDJ and other friend-: jjilI former 
colleagues. 


MrCJ-H. Bley 
and Miss E.D. Klori 
Tbc engagement is announced 
between Christopher, son of Mr 
and Mrs Robin Bloy. of Hove. East 
Sussex, and Eleru. daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Kyriacos Ktori. of Akan- 
thou. Cyprus. 

Mr NJ. Buttery 
and Miss D.M. Tempteman 
The engagement is announced 
between Nathan, son of Dr and 
Mrs Roger Buttery , of Cambridge, 
and Debbie, daughter of the Rev 
the Hon and Mrs Feier Temple 
man. of Finchley. London. 

Mr B_ Jcvons 
and Miss C.K. Wilson 
The engagement is announced 
between Ben. son of the late Mr 
Philip Jevons and of Mrs Philip 
Jcvons. of Gloucestershire, and 
Georgina, eider daughter of Briga¬ 
dier and Mrs Henry Wilson, of 
Nottinghamshire. 

Mr R. Mansfield 
and MissC-G. Spencer 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert, second son of Mr 
and Mrs Frank Mansfield, of 
Woodbridge, Suffolk, and Carol, 
younger daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Douglas Spencer, of Great Billing. 
Northampton. 

Mr C.B.G. Shippam 
and Miss S.A. Meen 
The engagement is announced 
between George, elder son of Mr 
and Mrs Charles Shippam. of 
Heydon. Norfolk, and Sally, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
John Meen, of Bun well. Norfolk. 
Mr W.B. Woodward 
and Miss RJ. Twyford 
The engagement is announced 
between William, elder son of Mr 
Biff Woodward. QC. and Mre 
Woodward, of Beeston. Notting¬ 
ham. and Rebecca, only daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Neil Twyford. nf 
Woliaion. Nottingham. 


Mr R. Mansfield 
and Miss C.G. Spencer 
The engagement is announced- 
between Robert, second son of Mr 
and Mrs Frank Mansfield, of 
Woodbridge. Suffolk, and Carol, 
younger daughter of Dr and Mrs. 
Douglas Spencer, of Great Billing,; 
Northampton 

Mr D.L. Martinean 
and Miss A.L.K. Taylor 
The engagement is announced .! 
between Luke, son of Judge and'. ■ 
Mrs David Martineau, of Bedford 
Gardens, Kensington. London, 
and Arabella Lucy Kirwan. eldest 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Jonathan 
Taylor, of Addison Road. Kensing¬ 
ton. London. 

Mr D.N. Pea 
and Miss GB. Moore 
The engagement is announced, 
between Nicholas, younger son of-' 
Mrs Clarice Pfiet and foe late Mr 
Frederick Feet, of Mansfield, Not¬ 
tinghamshire. and Caroline,,., 
daughter of Mr and Mrs David' 
Moore, of Kimbohon. Cambridge¬ 
shire. 

Marriages 

Mr P. McFernus 
and Miss S-ELA. Hod gins 
The marriage took place in Cy¬ 
prus, on Thursday, November 5, 
between Peter McFbrran. son of 
the late Mr and Mrs lan McFer- 
ran, of Nairobi, Kenya, and Sally- 
Rose Alice Hod gins, only daughter 
of the Reverend and Mrs Eric 
H origins, of Colne Engaine. Col- ' 
chesxier. 

Mr B. Monro 
and Miss CM. Price-White 
The marriage cook place quietly in 
London, on Thursday. November 
12, of Bruce Munro to Carolyn 
Price-White, both of Thaxied, Es¬ 
sex. 


Luncheon 

Consular Corps of London 

Mr Gavin Casey, Chief Executive 
of the London Stock Exchange, 
was the guest of honour at the 
monthly luncheon of the Consular 
Corps of London held yesterday at 
foe Hyatt Carlton Tower Hotel. 
Mr Lawrence Landau, president, 
was in the chair. 


Receptions 

HM Government 
Mrs Barbara Roche. Parliamenta¬ 
ry Under secretary of State for 
Small Firms. Department of Trade 
and Industry, was foe host at a 
reception held yesterday at Lancas¬ 
ter House on the occasion of the 
annual meeting of the UK-Korea 
Forum for the Future. 

British Safety Council 
Sir Neville Purvis, Director Gener¬ 
al of the British Safely Council, 
was the host at a reception held 
yesterday at Butchers' Hall for the 
Five Star Health and Safety Man¬ 
agement System Audit awards. 


Service reunion 

Royal College of Defence Studies 
Vice-Admiral J.H.S. McAnally. 
Commandant, was the host at the 
annual reunion of past members of 
the Imperial Defence Cbltege/Roy- 
al College of Defence Studies held 
yesterday at Seaford House. Lon¬ 
don. Dr John Oliver of I DC 1954 
was foe senior guest celebrating 45 
years membership. 

Service luncheon 

Levant Schooner Flotilla 
Commander A.C. Seligman. RNR. 
presided at foe annual luncheon of 
the Levant Schooner Flotilla held 
yesterday at the Royal Thames 
Yacht Club. 


HMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 





BIRTHS 


ACHESON43IAY - On 
November 10th 1988, to 
Miranda (ntie Wilaon) and 
Colin, a daughter, Emily 
Mary, a sinter for Lucy. 

ASHWORTHKWASWL-On 
Sod November 1998. to 
Fiona and Seftoo. a 
beloved son. Benjamin 
Chaucer AWmkiot. a dear 
brother for Georgina. 

BARTON - On November 8th 
1998, to Frances Ln6e 
Emrys-Robertai and 
Henry, a daughter. 
Susannah Clare Emrys, a 
sister for Jacxica and 
Christopher. 

MOfBSXHI - On November 
7(h at The Portland 
Hospital to Efy and Dean, 
a gorgeous daughter. 
Andre. Weighing 71bs 
J4oz. born at 1L30 hra. 

GttfUAN -On Friday 
1 November 6th. in Cape 

Town, to Caroline, l ode 
Gibaon) and Andrew, a 
daughter. Tatiana (Anna) 
Hdleoe Marjory, a sister 
for Daisy and Harry. 

H1BBERD - On November 5th 
1998. to Jane (ado Mahony) 
_ and Mike, a non. Jamea 

J Michael Donald, a brother 

for Nicholas. 

LLOYD-On November 7th 
to Caroline Intie Stanntooj 
and Jonathan, a daughter 
Charlotte Anne. 

MCCONNELL - On November 
■a 5th at The Portland 

r Hospital to Alfrtc 

WichathmhaoU and Ian. a 
son Oscar. 

ONSLOW-On 12th 
November, to Ttimara (ntia 
Fox) and Robert, a 
daughter, Georgia 
Macdonald, a aotter Us 
S Sacha. 

ROBERT - On November loth 
at Tha Portland Hospital 
to Snxaime and lan. a 
g ar g e o t ia sen. Daniel, a 
brother for Mg stater 
Natalie. 

RYAN - On November 10th 
at Winchester to Emma 
Intie Vail*) and Kevin, a 
son. Fergus James Henry. 


BIRTHS 


SMHOMS - On November 
10th at The Portland 
Hospital to Joanna (ntie 
Benson) and Oliver, a 
daughter. Miriam, a sister 
for! 


GOLDEN 

ANNIVERSARIES 


WALKER - B01 and Jean - 
Happy Anniversary Mm 
and Dad. Love Sue and 
Mika 


DEATHS 


ANDERSON - Ll. CoL 
Charles Patrick, late of A 
& SH, peacefully on 12th 

November. Much loved 

husband of Chris and 

father and 

'.Funeral 
at Satan Parish 
Church. Isle of Mutt, at 
1.30pm on L9th November, 
to be followed at Chorilefe 

request by a celebration of 

his life. Tr an sport from 
22.00pm ferry from Oban. 
Crematorium Service at 

Perth Crematorium on 

20th November. Family 

□oners only, please. 
Donations to Clydesdale 
Booh. Tobermory, to be 
used to purchase 
uipment for Dtmaros 
' Sales. 


I-Jane, died 
peecefuUy on November 
Ilth. 19W at dm Royal 
Maraden Hospital rind 54. 

A funeral service xvw be 

held at the United 
Reformed Church in Alien 
Street. Kensington at 9.46 
am on Monday Ifltb 
November, fallowed by an 
Interment beside her 


Roger Williams at the 
Cnnnersbmr Cemetery. 

143 Gmzaecsbnry Avon tie, 

W3 at 11am. At 11.45 am. 

immediately fallowing the 

interment, there will bo a 

gathering at the Black 
Lion. Hammersmith. 
Please send any flowers to 
the church;donations may 
be mode to the Royal 

Maraden Hospital. 


DEATHS 


BAM - Heater Christian (utie 

Maddlson Green) 

peacefully on 11th 
November In her 9lst year. 
Much loved by daughter 
Sue and son-in-law Roy 
and friend of many. 
Funeral at St- Augustinefe 
Church. Broxbotune at 

12.45pm on Friday 30th 
November followed, at her 

request, by a celebration 

buffet lunch. Family 
flowers only please. 
Donations, ifdesired, to 
British Red Craws or babel 
Hospice c/o Powells. 

Watton Rood. Ware. 
TeLOlSZO 463280. 


BEMOSOVA - Svetlana. 
Ballerina with The Royal 
Ballet from 1952 to 1975. 
Died peacefully at the 
nidge Unit, Sc 

Chariesh Hospital. 
London, on 
November lOth, 19S& after 
a short illness borne with 
courage and 

SheaSlbe 
■sad by all who 
Funeral Service 
at All Selnta Russian 
Orthodox Cathedral. 67 
Emrism ore C ardens. 
London SW7 on Thursday. 
November 19th 1998, at 
1220pm, to be followed by 
a private cremation. No 

Hewers please, but 
donations if desired to The 


patienca 


Terrni^SondwB^Wl 1 * 8 

4JL. 


BROWN - Marjorie Maude 
(□tie Freeman) an 
November 8th. at home. 
Devoted wife for GSyenrs 
of Basil, mother of Tony 
Slid And 


. Simon. Jonathan and 

Bobin. Funeral service at 

Worthing Crematorium on 

Thursday. 190) November 

at 2 pm. Family flowers 
only please. Donation*. If 
desired, to The Army 
Benevolent Fund, c/o H. D. 
Tribe, Lid. Funeral 
Directors, 63 Sea Lane. 
Rustlnglon. Sussex. Teh 
01903 787188. 


ESPLEY - On 10th November 

1998, after a abort illness, 

Peter Derek, much loved 

husband of Valerie, father 

of Diane, Linda and 
Martin, father-in-law of 

CiU and grandfather of 

Charlotte and Geo rg e t t e . 
He wifl be sadly mhned by 
all who knew urn. Service, 
Worthing Crematorium 

Findon. on Wednesday 
18th Nonanberat 320pm- 
Family and dose friends 


Donations If desire d for 

Cancer Research may be 
seat c/o F A Holland and 
Son. Terminus Road. 

Lntiebnmpton. Ss 

Teh01903 713939. 


GIBSON - John (DLL.) of 
Rochester died peacefully 
after a long illness bravely 
borne at Maidstone 
Hospital tm November 9th 

aged 58. Beloved husband 

of Julia, dearly loved 
father of Steven. Elizabeth 

and CUre. Funeral Service 

at Medway Crematorium. 
Chatham. Kant on 18th 
November at 3.40pm. 

Donations to Cancer 

Naylar & Sous. 90-92 The 
Deice, Rochester. Kent 

ME12DM. 


GOIMNG-Professor 
Margaret CBE. FRF. FBA, 
mother of Nik and Jamee 

died peacefully in hospital 

on 7th November aged 77 

after a long illness 


Memorial Service as abe 
requested. Funeral Sendee 
on Tuesday 17th 
November, at University 
Church. The High, Oxford 
at 11.00 am. Nolbvan, 
donations to the 

i Society. 


To place 
death notices, 

acknowledgements 

or notices please call 
0171 680 6880 


GUDERA-Major (Reid) PM 

(Paddy). Died suddenly 
November 9th at his home, 
“WUIowfleld-.B 
Boltnaeonnell Road, Nutts 
Corner. Co. Antrim. 
Deeply regretted by The 
President and Members of 

the Territorial Auxiliary 

and Volu nt e e r Association 
for Northern Ireland. 

Funeral Friday 13th 

November 1998 at 
Tbiepval ChapeL Lisburn 
13B0 hrs. Family flowers 

only. Donations In lisa If 

desired to "The Central 
America Appeal Fund - c/o 
Bairds of Antrim, 71 
Church Street, Antrim, 
BT42 4BE. 

KUSSaN - Mona Abboud. 
aged 75 years, on Tuesday 
JOtb November, peacefully 
la hospital after a stroke. 
Dearly loved wife of the 
late Mahomed All Hussein, 
beloved mother of Nadia 

and Ahmed, cherished 
grand moth er of Karim and 
Tarek-Wm be greatly 
missed by all. Service at 
Braokwood ~~ 


WQ Bin fc oumjy oil 
November at 3-30p. 


KMGHT - On November 12th 
The Rev. Ben Knight, MA, 
OHC, formerly KAF 


in South Africa while on 
holiday with his wife 
Dorothy Mary, and sister 
. A Manorial 
i to be arranged in 
this country. 


(ntie 


noth Mary 
tidied 
rat borne in 
„»on Thursday 

12th November aged 88 

year*. Dear wile of fifty 
four years to Kart, mother 
of Dubs and Eve and 

beloved grandmother. 
Private funeral: memorial 
wnfetliltr. 

UVHGSTOtte-tEAHMOffTH - 
On November 10th 1998 


Pansy Nina widow of 
Le st oc k Brian. Much loved 
mother at Georgian and 

Somerville and 
stepmother of Dinah and 


Service at Eoatoo Grey 

3.30 pro Tuesday 

November 17th. 


LONG - Gerald. Died Paris 
8th November 1998. Modi 
loved husban d , father and 
gra ndf at he r. Funeral at 

Para Lachahw 
Crematorium on 
Wednesday 18th 
November at 1L1S am. 


LOVE - Dudley Bond, former 
Director of education of 
Solihull, served In 
Middlesex Yeomanry and 
Indian Army 1938-1945, 
died suddenly on 
November 9th aged 84. 
Much loved and devoted 
husband of Bubbles and 
father of Susan, Mark. 
Timothy and Charlotte, 
who will lie greatly missed 
by all his family and 
friends. Funeral Service at 
2.00pm on Tuesday 17th 
November at St. Andrews 
Church, Walberawick, 

Suffolk. Family flowers 

only. Donations if desired 

to Vellore Medical Col 
and Hospital. South 
PO B o x 2512 2 Loudon 
SW1V3WD. 


USD LAND - Dorothy, of 
T h a m es Ditton. Surrey, oo 
10th November 1998, 
peacefully In hospital after 
a short {Unass. Dearly 
loved wife of Philip. 

mother of Sara and 
grandmother of Katbortno. 
Michael and Hilary. 
Funeral at Randalls Park 
Crematorium, 
Leatherbead, 1030 am 
Wednesday 18th 
November. Family flowers 

only ptoasn Enquiries to 

Garner* Tel; 0181 3904998. 


O'BRIEN - Dom Paul Gregory 
monk of Amplefortfa on 
10 th November 1998 
fortified by the Rites of the 
Church. ReeruJam Mass 

Monday 16 th November, 

12 noon at Amplefortfa 

Abbey. 


RANDALL - Edward (Ted), 
MBE, ox F-fcCO, widower 
of Alma. 83 years, 
peacefully, 9th November. 
Aafaford/Mlddleamc. If 
desired, donations only to 
RNLI. Poole. 


RAE - On the JOtb November 

199S. peacefully at hia 
borne, Garrieston, 
Dunscore, Dumfriesshire. 
George Rae, dearly loved 
husband and best friend of 
Edna May ntie Tburm, a 

loving father, grandfather 
and areal-grandfather. 
Service ai Cloister Chape), 
Warriaton Crematorium, 
Edinburgh on Tuesday 
171b November at IO-30ani 
to which all friends are 

respectfully invited to 

attend. Family flowers 
only please. Donations. If 
desired, can be given to the 

Marie Curie Nurses at (be 

service. 

ROCHE - Major Iterance John 
died suddenly on 
November 11th 1998 aged 
7L Beloved husband or 

Tessa, brother of Brian 
and Pat, father of Fiona 
and Teresa, father-in-law 
of Chris and Mark, and 


t Nicholas. Jimmy. 
Matthew. Max, Goorge and 
Henry. Hewitt be dearly 

missed by all who knew 

him. No Dowers. 

Donations to the Coronary 
Care Unit at Yeovil 

District Hospital. 

Somerset. 

SCRASE - Minnie. Peacefully 

at Summertands Lodge on 

the 11 lb November 199& 
Beloved wife of Charles 
and much lowed 


Jamie and Alarms, i 
at Thanet Crematorium, 

Thursday, 19th November 

at 11.30am. Minnie will be 

sadly missed by her family 
and all who knew ber. 

SULLIVAN-Peggy of 
Kensington.formerly of 
Ebfcrw Vale, aged 76. on 
November 11th 1998 at 

Trinity Hospice, after a 

long tunmam. She was tha 


... it. moat selfless 
person In the whole world 

WALLACE - Cartrw Vlnc*ml 
cm November 7th aged 89. 
Much loved father of 

Robin and Stuart and 

grandfather of Helen. 
Private cremation. A 
Memorial Service will be 

held In the Spring. Details 

will be announced later. 


home on 10th November. 
Widow of James and 
greatly loved mother and 
grandmother. Funeral. 
11-30am Wednesday 18 Ih 
November at Shell! 
Church. 
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Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: St Augustine of Hippo, 
Tagaste. Numidia (modem Tuni¬ 
sia). 354: King Edward 111. reigned 
1327-77, Windsor. 1312: Sir John 
Moore, general. Glasgow. 1761: 
Charles Frederick Worth, fashion 
designer. Bourn, Lincolnshire, 
1825; Robert Louis Stevenson, nov¬ 
elist, Edinburgh. 1850. 

DEATHS: Nell Gwyn. actress and 
mistress of King Charles II, Lon¬ 
don, 1687; William Etty. painter, 
York. IS49: Arthur Hugh Clough, 
poet. Florence, 1861; Gioacchino 
Rossini composer, Passy, France. 
1868: Camille Pissarro, painter. 
Paris. 1903; Francis Thompson, 
poet. London 1907; Vittorio de Sica, 
film director, ftiris. 1974. 

The telegraphic service he tween 
London and Paris began operat- ■ 
ing. 1851. 

General Charles de Gaulle was 
elected President of the French 
Provisional Government. 1945. 


Church news 

Appointments 

The Rev Michael Moulder. Priest- 
in-Chartje. Edenhope (Ballarat. 
Australia], to be Curate. Tividale 
(Lichfield). 

The Rev William Mowli, Vicar. 
Bough ton under Blean with Dun¬ 
kirk and Hemhiif (Canterbury), to 
continue as Rural Dean of Os- 
pringe (same diocese). 

Hie Rev Owen Murphy. Assistant 
Curate. Watford St Michael and 
All Angels (St Albans), to be Priest- 
in-Charge. Shinfield Si Mary (Ox- ! 
ford). 

The Rev Anthony Norton. Team 
Vicar. Hafeswonh with Unstead. 
Chediston. Hutton Si Pfeter. Bly- 
ford. Spexhail. Wissett and Wal¬ 
pole (St Edmunds bury & Ipswich), 
to be also Rural Dean of Hales- 
worth (same diocese). 
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^S^ t ^*-J!i ctor ’£ roduccr and 

director, died on November 10 
aged 86. He was bon, <m 
March 19.1912. 

P eter Coles had the misfor- 
t 'f ne JP ^ the first direaor 
ot The Mousetrap, the 
Agatha Christie whodun¬ 
nit which opened in 1952 and 
proceeded to run for ever As 
misfortunes go. it was not without 
compensations: by insisting on a 
royalty for his work on the show 
instead of the flat fee he was 
offered, Cotes secured a handsome 
income for the rest of his life. 
Nevertheless, he deserves to be 
remembered for several achieve¬ 
ments more significant than that 
(in every sense) mysterious success. 

Cotes had an active career in the 
1950s and _ 1960s as a film and 
television direaor: he was for a rime 
senior drama producer for Associat¬ 
ed Rediffusion TV. He was also a 
prolific author of biographies and 
books about true crime. Bui his best 
work was done in the theatre, in the 
years just before The Mousetrap 
made him rich. 

In the late 1940s Cotes was 
something of a theatrical enfant 
terrible. He was a leading figure in 
the independent theatre dubs which 
flourished at a time when commer¬ 
cial theatre was subject both ro the 
Lord Chamberlain’s blue pendl and 
to the whim of the all-powerful 
impresario Hugh "Binkie" Beau¬ 
mont, of the West End management 
company HM Tennent. 

Club theatres offered freedom 
from censorship and from manage¬ 
ment interference. The Lord Cham¬ 
berlain chose not to extend his 
remit to private performances in 
venues such as the New Lindsey 
and New Boltons dubs in London. 


or Manchester’s Library Theatre, 
and it was with ventures such as 
these that Cotes made his name as 
a producer of challenging new 
drama. 

Cotes found the tyranny of the 
star system if anything even more 
repugnant than censorship. He was 
a passionate advocate of a group 
approach 10 theatre, one which 
aimed to serve playwrights and 
their plays, rather than one in which 
play and production had to revolve 
around the demands of the leading 
players. Cotes outlined his views in 
a polemical book in 1948, and was 
brave enough to put them into 
practice even when directing the 
great actor-manager Donald Wolfit 
in Ibsen's The Master Builder. 

Coles'S commitment to theatrical 
democracy was not unconditional, 
however. He was a perfectionist 
who demanded a great deal of his 
actors, and while he refused to let 
aaors or managements alter an 
author's text to suit their own ends, 
he was not above making changes 
himself. One playwright protested 
after a first night that his play "was 
so garbled and changed 1 wanted to 
throw it back at them and tell them 
to call it a play by Peter Cotes”. 

But he never subscribed to the 
cult of the direaor, either in the 
theatre or on film, and was critical 
of those who were "absorbed with 
the decor, costumes and camera 
angles, at the expense of acting". In 
the final analysis, he fell, "its aaors 
and its playwrights are what a 
production must rely on”. From the 
1960s onwards, thal was not a 
fashionable view. 

Cotes's reluctance to compromise 
seemed to become more marked 
over the years. He was oddly 
sensitive in the maner of his 
contribution to The Mousetrap , 



Cotes: success with The Mousetrap overshadowed a varied career 


demanding corrections, even in the 
1990s. 10 newspaper articles which 
overlooked his role, and going so 
far as to reproduce in an appendix 
to his 1993 autobiography every 
positive reference to his directing 
from the show's original reviews. 
He was an enthusiastic litigant. 

Cotes's real name — the one he 


used in court— was Sydney Arthur 
Rembrandt Boulting. His theatri¬ 
cal pseudonym, derived from a 
house called “Northcotes" in which 
he had lived as a child, was taken to 
avoid any confusion with his 
younger siblings John and Roy, the 
famous Boulting Brothers, "the 
British film twins”. 


He was bom in in Maidenhead, 
to parents who had been actors in 
South Africa and who retained a 
great love of the stage. He was 
siagestruck from an early age, 
becoming a regular theatregoer at 
the age of four, when he was 
handed over the footlights at the 
Portsmouth Hippodrome to 
present a bouquet to the male 
impersonator Vesta Tilley. He was 
“filmstnick”. too. and he and his 
brothers were regulars at Maiden¬ 
head's two principal cinemas. 

Showing early theatrical talent, 
he entertained wounded troops in 
the hospitals of the South Coast 
during the First World War. 
accompanied by his mother on die 
piano. He made his first proper 
stage appearance at the Druiy 
Lane Theatre, as a page in Henry V. 

As preparation for a theatrical 
career, he was sent to the Italia 
Conti stage school, where his 
contemporaries included Jade 
Hawkins. He played boys parts for 
some years, appearing in produc¬ 
tions of Peter Pan (a play which 
obsessed him. and which he longed 
to stage in an authentic, non-panto¬ 
mime production) and understudy¬ 
ing John Mills in Cavalcade at 
Drury Lane in 1931 and the protean 
Nelson Keys in Bow Bells at the 
Hippodrome the following year. 

He found regular roles as an actor 
in films, plays, revues and cabaret 
throughout the 1930s. On the out¬ 
break of war he joined the Queen’s 
Westminster Rifles but was invalid¬ 
ed out and returned to the theatre, 
working in repertory in Bristol 
Worthing and Tunbridge Wells. 

It was after the war that he found 
his real vocation, when he turned to 
directing. He took over the New 
Lindsey, a tiny club theatre in 
London's Netting Hill, in April 


1946. Three months later he pro¬ 
duced the play which established 
his reputation as a champion of 
independent drama. Pick-Up Girl, 
by the American playwright Elsa 
Shelley, dealt frankly with such 
topics as juvenile delinquency and 
venereal disease. The play would 
normally have had no chance of a 
licence from the Lord Chamber- 
lain. but after it had — rather 
improbably — been seen and 
approved by Queen Mary' (appar¬ 
ently under the impression that it 
was by Somerset Maugham), it 
was able to transfer — uncut and 
unaltered —10 the West End. 

The following year Cotes and his 
wife, the actress Joan Miller, took a 
company on an Arts Council tour of 
the South Wales coalfields, perform¬ 
ing Priestley'S An Inspector Calls 
and Eugene O’Neill's Anna Chris¬ 
tie. This was followed in 1948 by a 
move to Manchester, and the 
founding of the Peter Cotes Players 
at the Library Theatre. 

Cotes returned 10 the capital in 
1950. reopening the Boltons theatre 
in South Kensington as the New 
Boltons in November that year. 
There he staged private produc¬ 
tions of Lillian Heilman's lesbian 
play The Children's Hour and A 
Pin to See the Peepshow, an 
account of the Thompson-Bywaters 
murder case, both of which had 
been refused a licence for public 
performance. 

Cotes's work in these independ¬ 
ent theatres at this time embodied 
the values he set out in his book No 
Star Nonsense. Written in what he 
later called "the white hot heat of 
passion”, die book argued that 
"stars as stars must be swept right 
out of the theatre”. 

That belief was only strength¬ 
ened by Cotes's experience of 


working for Binkie Beaumont in 
die West End: engaged to direct 
Deep are the Roots, a Broadway 
drama about racial prejudice, he 
was sacked after only two days of 
rehearsal, having taken exception 
to the leading actor’s views of how 
the play should be done. 

A less painful and much more 
lucrative, experience of the commer¬ 
cial theatre came when he accepted 
a suggestion from Richard Atten¬ 
borough to discuss with the manag¬ 
er Peter Saunders an Agatha 
Christie play called Three Blind 
Mice. With the play's tide changed 
10 The Mousetrap. Cotes's produc¬ 
tion opened at the Theatre Royal, 
Nottingham, in Oaober 1952. After 
almost two months on tour it 
moved into the Ambassadors' in 
the West End. where it remained. 

Cotes was proud of his work on 
The Mousetrap, even though it was 
in no sense an artistic match for 
some of his other productions, and 
he was quick to take issue with 
anyone who tried to belittle it He 
and Saunders soon fell out. not least 
over Cotes's shrewd insistence on 
being paid a 15 per cent royalty on 
the takings and his refusal to be 
bought out for a flat fee. He never 
went back to see the show. 

In all Cotes directed almost 
seventy theatre productions. From 
the 1950s onwards he devoted more 
time to his parallel television 
career. He also directed and acted 
in films. His many books indude 
lives of Charlie Chaplin, George 
Robey, and Sir John and Lady 
Barbirolli, as well as studies of 
famous trials and a volume of 
autobiography. 

His first marriage, to Myfanwy 
Jones, was dissolved. His second 
wife, the Canadian-born actress 
Joan Miller, died in 1988. 


HENRY JAMES 


SVETLANA BERIOSOVA 


Henry James, dvil servant, 
died on November 10 aged 
78. He was born on 
December 12,1919. 

HENRY JAMES had the 
unique distinction of being 
press secretary to four postwar 
Prime Ministers, He was al¬ 
ways elegant and precise, and 
his rather urbane air con¬ 
cealed a hard and indsive 
practicality in keeping with 
his Blade Country roots. 

Yet he will be remembered 
as much for his inspirational 
leadership of the Central Of¬ 
fice of Information and the 
Government Information 
Service between 1974 and 1978 
as for his belief that his rote at 
10 Downing Street was to 
provide a service to the press. 

Henry Leonard James was 
educated at King Edward vj 
School, Birmingham, and was 
originally destined to be a 
mathematician. But, perhaps 
under the influence of his 
future wife. Sylvia, he entered 
the Ministry of Health in 1938. 
By 1948 his writing talent had 
brought him to London as the 
founding editor of the Ministry 
of National Insurance publica¬ 
tion The Window. He com¬ 
bined this role with that of 
drama critic and London corre¬ 
spondent for a Birmingham 
newspaper. 

In 1949 he married Sylvia 


^ ^Si ■ 












James: believed his role at No 10 was to help the press 


Bidcell, a school romance, and 
together they forged a lifelong 
partnership that encompassed 
all the facets of his work and 
their shared passion for the 
theatre. It was Sylvia who, 
when he was at No 10, would 
type up his handwritten brief¬ 
ing notes ready for the morn¬ 
ing press briefings. 

Henry James considered him¬ 


self fortunate that he then 
entered the Government Infor¬ 
mation and Communication 
Service, which was establishing 
itself after die years of propa¬ 
ganda. It gave him the opportu¬ 
nity to work with communica¬ 
tion industry pioneers such as 
Herbert Wilcox during his 
period as head of films, radio 
and television at the Admiralty. 


He then spent time as the 
chief press officer at the 
Ministry of Education for a 
year. 1963-64. His comprehen¬ 
sive grounding in all the facets 
of the media enabled him to 
champion the "clunk click” 
seatbelt campaign which set 
the standards for future public 
education programmes. 

He will undoubtedly be best 
remembered for his periods in 
Downing Street with Douglas- 
Home, Edward Heath, Har¬ 
old Wilson and Margaret That¬ 
cher. But, despite the blandish¬ 
ments of publishing houses 
and others, he refused all 
offers to go into print about his 
years as the principal conduit 
for information between the 
head of government and the 
world’s media. 

The relationships and confi¬ 
dence James established with 
the American media while 
working for Harold Wilson 
helped to strengthen the so- 
called "special relationship" at 
a critical time. And he played 
an important part in persuad¬ 
ing the world to see 1960s 
London as a "swinging” city 
and Britain as the leader of the 
technology revolution. 

At the end of this period 
James moved into the private 
sector as board adviser on 
public relations at Vickers. But 
his period there was short¬ 
lived. He was seconded back to 
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Downing Street as press secre¬ 
tary to Margaret Thatcher and 
the newly elected Conservative 
Government His calm in the 
heat of the dramatic Lusaka 
meeting of the heads of the 
Commonwealth—with Rhode- 
sia/Zimbabwe the key issue — 
was one of the more memora¬ 
ble sights of those early years 
of Margaret Thatcher's Gov¬ 
ernment 

After seeing his successor. 
Bernard Ingham, into the 
Downing Street hot seat 
James joined the world of 
pensions and insurance as the 
first director general of the 
National Association of Pen¬ 
sion Funds. It was a return to 
the field of his early Civil 
Service experience, at a time 
when government policy had 
opened the market to private 
and portable pension 
schemes. He spent his time in 
constant negotiation with min¬ 
isters about the need for 
vigilance and caution as indi¬ 
viduals faced inducements to 
move from company schemes 
to private insurance. 

After his five years with the 
pension funds, he joined God¬ 
wins, the large international 
consulting actuarial firm. 
Here his charm, wit, good 
humour and commitment to 
information took him around 
the country, helping disparate 
groups—from chief executives 
to charladies — to prepare 
themselves for retirement But 
retirement was something he 
never seemed to consider for 
himself. 

He was unstinting with his 
time, experience and elo¬ 
quence in speaking to groups 
of civil servants and govern¬ 
ment information officers 
from the newly emerging 
democracies of the world. 

He served as president of 
the Institute of Public Rela¬ 
tions and of the communica¬ 
tion industries joint examin¬ 
ing body, the Communication. 
Advertising and Marketing 
Foundation. They found in 
him the same strong leader¬ 
ship and advocacy of high 
standards of professionalism 
that had characterised his 
period in government service. 

He also did notable charity 
work, particularly for the 
International Year of the Child 
in 1979, and on the council of 
the RSPCA. 1980-84. 

His wife died in 1989. They 
had no children. 


Svetlana Beriosova. 
ballerina, died in London on 

November 10 aged 66. She 
was born in Kaunas. 

Uflmania. on 
September 24,1932. 

IT IS a curious example of the 
continuity of ballet tradition 
that Svetl ana Beriosova, who 
was bun in Lithuania and 
had her early training entirely 
in the Russian manner, be¬ 
came with the Royal Ballet one 
of the outstanding dancers in 
the English classical style. 

The daughter of the dancer 
and balletmaster Nicholas 
Beriozoff, she took her first 
lessons from him before study¬ 
ing in America with Anatole 
Vtizak and Ludmila Schollar. 
As a child she danced Clara in 
The Nutcracker with Original 
Ballet Russe. Her professional 
debut was at 14 with the 
Ottawa Ballet in 1947. 

Later thal year she ap¬ 
peared with the Grand Ballet 
de Monte Carlo and with 
Metropolitan Ballet. The lat¬ 
ter, a small English company, 
immediately engaged her as 
one of its ballerinas, and she 
remained until it had to 
disband at the end of 1949. 
Her roles included Odette in 
Swan Lake, the Street Dancer 
in Le Beau Danube and 
Giselle (the second act only at 
that time). While still only 15 
or 16, she also created the 
leading parts in ballets by 
John Taras (Designs with 
Strings), Frank Staff (Fancuil- 
la delle Rose), and Andrge 
Howard ( Ballamento >). 

Then came an invitation 
from Ninette de Valois to join 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre Ballet, 
where as a principal she dan¬ 
ced several more classical lead¬ 
ing roles, including a delic¬ 
iously comic Swanflda in Cop- 
pelia. Balanchine created the 
leading part of Trumpet Con¬ 
certo for her. and Ashton cast 
her as the Queen of Snow in his 
new version of Casse Noisette. 

In the summer of 1952. after 
two years at the Wells. Berio¬ 
sova appeared at Covent Gar¬ 
den as the Lilac Fairy in 77ie 
Sleeping Beauty, and later 
that year she transferred there 
permanently, first as a soloist 
and from 1955 as a ballerina. 
After that a great part of her 
time was spent dancing a 
limited number of the famous 
classical roles, especially the 
ballerina parts in Swan Lake 



Svetlana Beriosova dancing the Princess Aurora in The 
Sleeping Beauty at Co vent Garden in 1960 


and The Sleeping Beauty, and 
she accepted several invita¬ 
tions to dance with the state 
companies of Europe. 

In these classic roles Berio¬ 
sova revealed an exceptionally 
beautiful quality of move¬ 
ment. fluent, almost creamy in 
texture, that made her always 
a pleasure to watch. Her 
dancing in these parts was 
reserve! elegant grand but 
often a little remote. She could 
be admired without reserve, 
but it was on the occasions 
when a choreographer brought 
to the surface qualities of 
temperament usually hidden 
that she became truly great 

Nijinska cast her in leading 
parts in Les Biches and Les 
Noces; she danced principal 
roles also in three of Balan¬ 
chine's toilets, Apollo. Ballet 
Imperial and Serenade. It was 
throe British choreographers, 
though, who revealed her foil 
talenL 

John Cranko cast her as 
Belle Rose in the original 
production of Prince of the 
Pagodas and later created for 
her the dramatic title part in 
his Antigone. Kenneth Mac¬ 
Millan revealed her qualities 
as a pure dancer in Le Baiser 
de la Fee and Diversions, then 
as a dance actress in the 


"Enforced Ceremony" episode 
in Images of Love. 

Above all,’ Frederick Ashton 
(in whose three-act ballets 
Sylvia. Cinderella and Ondine 
she also had notable success) 
created for her a series of 
leading parts, from Rinaldo 
and Armida onwards. In 
Persephone she spoke GidCs 
words as weH as dancing; in 
Jazz Calendar she produced a 
wicked reminder of her early 
talent for comedy, and in 
Enigma Variations her play¬ 
ing of the composer’s wife had 
a touching humanity and 
warmth. 

Problems in her private life 
led to a reliance on alcohol, 
and in 1975 she retired from 
the stage after jailing down 
during a performance as the 
Tsarina in Anastasia at Cov¬ 
ent Garden. She proved to 
have a marked talent for 
coaching dancers in the great 
roles she had danced, as the 
public saw when she appeared 
as the ballet mistress in Maina 
Gielgud's production about a 
dancer's work Steps, Notes 
and Squeaks. It is unfortunate 
that the Royal Ballet made so 
Irate use of her in this capacity. 

Her marriage to Dr Masild 
Khan was dissolved in 1974. 
They had no children. 
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THE SCARLET 
PIMPERNEL 

In drama and novel, more recently in 
the cinema, also, the figure of the Scarlet 
Pimpernel, the indolent macaroni who 
dared the terrors of the Revolution in 
France and snatched beauty and high 
birth from the guillotine, induced the 
pleasantest of innocent thrills. 

Sir Peter Blakeney was hardly a 
profound creation, and Baroness Orczy 
could hardly be classed as a serious 
student of history or a writer of 
outstanding originality: nevertheless 
both became household names for a 
grateful multitude. 

Born in 1865 in Tamoars, Hungary, 
the only child of Baron Felix Orczy and 
his wife Emma, she came to London at 
the age of 16 and studied art. more 
particularly painting. She exhibited at 
the Royal Academy while still a student 
After her marriage to Mr Montague 
Barstpw they lived in Paris, travelled in 
Europe, and worked together on book 
and magazine illustrations. She began 


ON THIS DAY 

November 13,1947 


The success of Baroness Orczy with her 
stage character, as described by her 
obituarist, illustrates the truth of 
the old saying: "If at first you. don't 
succeed ..." 


writing in 1900. having become folly 
convinced that she was not meant to be 
a painter. The thought of .writing 
occurred to her when she was staying^ in 
London as a paying guest with a family 
of which two of the daughters wrote 
stories for magazines. 


A series of detective stories in the 
Royal magazine went a little way to 
establishing Iter reputation, but not very 


far. Then in 1904 she produced the 
manuscript of a novel. The Scarlet 
Pimpernel, based upon one of her short 
stories. The manuscript was rejected by 
no fewer than 12 publishers. 

She and her husband together cast the 
novel into the form of a play, and with 
great good luck the play was accepted 
for production by Fired Terry and Julia 
Neilson, peerless performers in sword- 
and-cloak drama. 

The start was shaky, but Fred Terry 
persisted and had his reward; the play 
ran for four years in London, broke 
many stage records, was promptly 
translated and produced in many 
countries abroad, and has been revived 
more than once during the past 40 
years. Success in the theatre brought 
with it immense sales for the original 
novel. 

The idea of her celebrated bode is of a 
simple and naive romantic ingenuity, 
and while the form and the writing 
cannot daim any conspicuous literary 
merit, the strmghtfarward narrative hit 
the taste of a large reading public. 
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THE TIMES TODAY 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 131998 


Time running out for Saddam 

■ All Britons were given a warning yesterday to leave Iraq and 
news organizations were told not to send journalists to die 
country as large-scale military attacks appeared inevitable. 

Al the same time, the Government issued a dossier to every 
MP outlining Baghdad’s secret weapons hoard and describing 
die potential threat from Iraq “if these programmes are left 
unchecked”_Pages 1,18.19 

Overhaul of young offenders’ jai'l 

■ Britain’s first child jail is undergoing a sweeping overhaul 

after months of crisis and turmoil, during which young 
offenders wrecked clas srooms, their rooms and kitchens. More 
than £100.000 has been spent on replacing and repairing 
facilities after collapses of order at the purpose-built Medway 
Secure Training Centre-Pages 1.6 


Smugglers 1 error 

The careers of a gang of drug 
smugglers ended when their lor¬ 
ry. containing £728 million worth 
of heroin, became wedged in the 
BlacfcwaH Tunnel....Page 3 

BSE probe blocked 

A proposal for a judicial inquiry 
into the government’s handling of 
BSE was turned down early in 
19% by John Major, then Prime 
Minister.Page 7 

Age of reason 

At 16, Martha Or bach says she 
has been through her teenage 
rebellion. But living in an “eco¬ 
village” in West Wales she could 
hardly run away and join a band 
of New Age travellers—Page 9 

Child sex inquiry 

Two nursery teachers who alleg¬ 
edly abused more than 60 child¬ 
ren in their care were probably 
part of a paedophile ring, an in¬ 
quiry has concluded-Page 10 

Stamp of approval 

A Dalek, a potato and Freddie 
Mercury have been chosen ahead 
of kings and queens to mark 1,000 
years of British history in the 
Royal Mail's millennium stamp 
collection....Page II 

Blair’s vision 

Tony Blair presented his vision of 
a Britain united through genera¬ 
tions by common values and 
shared ideals that should not be 
sacrificed to the “narrow politics 
of identity"...Page 12 


Assembly threatened 

Alun Michael, the new Welsh 
Secretary, is threatening to scrap 
plans to build the new £10 million 
seafront Welsh assembly build¬ 
ing. already nicknamed “Crystal 
Balls”-- Page 13 

Dinosaur discovery 

A new crocodile-like dinosaur has 
been found in the deserts of Ni¬ 
ger. Nearly 36 feet long, the crea¬ 
ture had long, narrow jaws, a fin- 
like tail and large, curved 
daws-- Page 14 

DNA joins hunt 

Scientists were preparing yester¬ 
day to conduct DNA tests on hair 
from a child resembling Ben 
Needham, who vanished seven 
years ago in Greece_Page 14 

Rebuilding Honduras 

In the post-hurricane reconstruc¬ 
tion effort in Honduras, it may be 
a British bridge-building com¬ 
pany that provides one of the key 
components in getting the coun¬ 
try back on its feet.Page 15 

Violence in Jakarta 

Violence broke out in the Indone¬ 
sian capital for a second day yes¬ 
terday as the military tried to 
prevent students from marching 
on parliament —__ Page 16 

The Jackal’s will 

Carlos the Jackal has written a 
will in which he calls on fellow 
guerrillas to murder “one Ameri¬ 
can or Zionist " for eveiy day he 
has spent in jaD.. Page 17 



A gondolier passes striking water taxis, protesting at the Venice municipal government’s plan to increase the number of taxis 


BT warns: Shares of British 
Telecom fell yesterday after the 
company reported flat earnings 
and said it saw firm evidence of a 
slowdown in the British 

economy-Page 27 

Zeneca demerger: Zeneca, the 
pharmaceuticals company 
demerged from ICl, plans to sell or 
float its specialties chemicals 

division-Page 27 

George cyberqniz: Eddie George. 
Governor of the Bank of England, 
fended off hostile questions when 
he staged his first five appearance 
on the Internet—-Page 31 

Markets: The FTSE 100 fell 27.8 to 
5449.0. The pound fell .80 cents to 
$1.6532 and rose 1.07 pfennig to 
DM2.7982. The pound index rose to 
100.8 from 100.4_Page 30 


Stars’ trainers become art 

■ Celebrities were overshadowed last night by those that had 
silently carried them on their paths to glory: their training 
shoes. 

The stars may come and go, but there will always be others to 
fill their shoes, said the organisers of the first art exhibition 
featuring trainers, which opened yesterday— -Page 7 



Football: Roy Evans stepped down 
as joint manager of Liverpool, leav¬ 
ing Gerard Houllier in sole charge. 
Phil Thompson, a former club cap¬ 
tain. will be his assistant-Page 52 

Rugby union; Jason White, the 
Glasgow Caledonians flanker, was 
banned for 16 weeks for stamping 
on Braam van Straaten. the South 
African fly half_Page 52 

Cricket Dominic Cork, Nasser 
Hussain, Mark Ramprakash and 
Alastair Brown were omitted from 
England's provisional squad for 
the one-day series in 
Australia_Page 46 

Tennis Greg Rusedski moved 
within touching distance of the 
ATP Tour championship in Hano¬ 
ver when he defeated Vincent 
Spadea in Stockholm-Page 48 


TOMORROW 


IN THE 

SATURDAY TIMES 


■ LESSONS IN DEATH 
Josie Russell’s 
headmistress on 

the morning after 
the murders 

■ THIRTYNOTHINGS 
Linda Evangelista on 
survivalafter30 




Lucky for some: “Wouldn’t life be 
sweeter if luck played no part? 
Don't be daft It would be unbear¬ 
able.” Richard Morrison on art and 
an inauspicious date.Page 35 

Pop f: What’s a nice thrash metal 
monster like Metallica’s drummer, 
Lars Ulrich, doing taking tea in a 
posh place like Oaridge’s? David 
Sinclair finds out ..Page 36 

Pop 2- The week’s new albums 
reviewed, from the purity and 
depth of Jewel's vision to Seal's 
latest and the boys from East 17. 
Plus Caitlin Moran on real 

power.....Page 37 

Baby blues: The exiled Soho The¬ 
atre has not been idle while waiting 
for its new home to be completed, if 
Be My Baby at the Pleasance is 
anything to go by-Page 38 
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□ General: parts of eastern England may 
have some early drizzle, but it w« be 
generally dry and bright. Northwest and 
central England will start cold with sunny 
spells, but cloud and rain in the southwest 
will move to most of England this afternoon. 
Northern Ireland will start cold and bright 
but showers win soon break out Western 
Scotland wrO have some longer sunny 
spells and only isolated showers. Eastern 
Scotland cloudy with rain and drizzle. Rain 
followed by some showers in Irish Republic. 

□ London, SE, Cent S England, E 

K u mostly dry and bright but rain later. 

ale southwest wind. Max 11C (52F). 
□ Midlands, N Wales, NW, Cent N Eng¬ 
land, Lakes, loM: cold, bright, then ram. 
Light, variable wind. Max IOC I50F) 

□ E, NE England: cloud and patchy, rain 
(hen brighter. Mod SE wind. Max IOC (50F). 
□ Channel Is, SW England, S Wales: 


ram soon arriving, turning heavy. Strom SE 
wind, becoming fresh NW. Max 12C (54F). 

□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, Aber¬ 
deen, Moray Firth, NE Scotland, Ork¬ 
ney, Shetland: mainly cloudy with 
outbreaks of rain and rfizzle. Moderate 
southeast wind. Max 9C (48F). 

□ SW, NW Scotland, Glasgow, Cent 
Hlghtaids, Argyll: sunny spells, isolated 
showers. Light, variable wind. Max IOC 
(50F). 

□ N Ireland: sunny spells and showers, 
the showers merging to give rain later. Light 
and variable wind. Max 9C (48R 

□ Republic of Ireland: ram spreading 
northeast then showers m the south and 
wesL Mod SW wind. Max IOC (50F). 

□ Outlook: cloudy with showers on Satur¬ 
day. a llttte colder. Sunday colder and 
breezy with sunny specs and showers: 
some snow likety in Scottish Highlands. 
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ACROSS 

1 Call for artist to produce exciting 
work (4-6). 

6 Poet's old verse I had abridged 

(4). 

10 Line written on distinctive at¬ 
mosphere of hearing (5). 

11 Ancient region, a kingdom in love 
with monarch (4.5). 

12 Gray, for example, or Burton, 

sadJy? (9). 

13 Paris^pa^^argdy supplies use- 

14 Criminal type creating quite a 
storm (7). 

15 Travelling in France, force to fly 
in various directions (2J>). 

17 In pan of Bible, really boring 
bits? (7). 

19 Pushy parents ensure (heir in¬ 
fants make progress in them (7). 
21 Fly bade, for example, in poor 
visibility (5). 

Solution to Puzzle No 20,947 
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23 Where one applies razor in re¬ 
verse order (54). 

24 Working bard, succeeded with 
education (9). 

25 From spite, dropped married 
woman (5). 

26 Swing round uncontrollably and 
get killed (4). 

27 By accident, it’s my ankle that's 
damaged (10). 

DOWN 

1 In formal agreement, not pro¬ 
fessional to display insincerity (4- 

3). 

2 Semiconductor material in mass 
imported by plant (9). 

3 The very person recorded in 
Screwtape Letters (42J.5). 

4 More prepared to accept decline 
in breed (7). 

5 Apostle converting a couple of 
characters as part of his work (7). 

7 Spitefulness of five thousand and 
one held up (5). 

8 Affect the mind with a gender 
change (7). 

9 Agreed in one minute. Ketch — 
hang them all! (23.5,4). 

16 One sort of Christian group 
raised money hi Lagos (9). 

17 Form of justice people upset resist 
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Sun rises: Sun sate: 
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Moon sob Moon rises 
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Near moon November IB 
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IS I wish a different line to be taken 
in African speech (7). 

19 Made present of book — draft 
taking time to complete (7). 

20 Flats, for example, visible from 
house (7). 

22 Be killed around end of war — 
grand lamentation (5L 
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Panic buying: “Christmas invari¬ 
ably finds me a state or hopeless 
disorder — and 1 am in a state of 
simmering panic until January 6," 
Jane Shilling gets in the festive 
mood___Page 20 

Class act: Society jeweller Julia 
Ogilvy married into the Royal 
Family — -Page 21 


Watch the box: A ruling by the 
Independent Television Commis¬ 
sion about a Kurdish satellite TV 
channel has enormous 
significance-Page 41 


Art attack: Lord Yehudi Menuhin 
on how the arts can keep kids on 
the straight and narrow .—Rage 45 


5.11.19. 25. 29.49. Bonus: 12 
Estimated jackpot is £3.4 million. 


Saddam Hussein only has himself 
to blame. Once again he has got 
everything wrong. On October 31. 
three days before the American 
mid-term elections, the tyrant of 
Baghdad decided to go for broke 
His calculation was simple: 
Saddam hoped that Clinton would 
emerge weakened from the elec¬ 
tions of November 3. 

— Le Figaro 


Preview. The Asian sketch show 
takes another wry look at British 
culture. Goodness Gracious Me 
(BBC2. 9.30pm). Review Paul 
Hoggart celebrates the wit of Vic¬ 
toria Wood.Pages 50.51 


Countdown over Iraq 

Weakening Saddam Hussein may. 
be within the capacity of air strikes; 
removing him is probably not 
That has been a good reason for 
reluctance to use force. It is not a 
reason for backing away- Page 23 

Pacts Britannica 

The closer Labour and the Lib 
Dems become, the easier it will be 
for Tony Blair to achieve whai he 
has always wanted — a realign¬ 
ment of the centre-Left — without 
the need for PR.—— Page 23 

Gold stars 

For decades, the education debate 
has been focused on how much the 
government is spending. It is time 
to move on and consider the more 
relevant issue: how that money is 
spent-Page 23 


MICHAEL GOVE 

Mr Hague does not have time to 
make these errors, for if matters do 
not improve within 12 months, he 
may not be around to choose the 

Tories’ top personnel-Page 22 

MARY ANN SIEGKART 
It must be time for this hostility to 
end. The Scots are behaving like 
bolshie adolescents, always discon¬ 
tented, seeing conspiracies where 
none exist, lashing out at the slight¬ 
est — or no — provocation Page 22 
PHILIP HOWARD 
The menu for room service at the 
LaJeh International Hotel. Tehran, 
offers “Fish Cheeps". “Scram Bled 
Eggs" and “Portass Steak” It illus¬ 
trates an English joke that is as old 
as Shakespeare and Chaucer the 
funny way that foreigners hare 
with the funny English 



Peter Cotes, actor. Henry James. 
civil servant; Svetlana Beriosova, 
ballerina.Page 25 

I-'. ,VClEriBBS-. 

Cardinal Winning on government 
family strategy; do politicians have 
a right to privacy?; the battle of 
Waterloo station; prospect of mili¬ 
tary action against Iraq; BBC 
accountability.. Page 23 




Changes to chart below from noon low B loses its identity. Deepening low V absorbs 
low K and moves east. Low E deepens and remains slew-moving. High G intensifies 
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Total number of lives saved so far this year: 

Total number of lifeboat launches so far thi* year: 


Cost to RNU per day. £197,000 


Cost to taxpayer: 


To make a donation, telephone 
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Lars Ulrich beats 
the drum for 
mighty Metallica 
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How ONdigital’s 
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BT chief says Brown’s 
figures ‘too optimistic’ 


By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 
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BRITISH TELECOM said 
yesterday that it was prepar¬ 
ing for a slowdown in the 
economy and suggested that 
Gordon Brown'S forecasts 
for GDP growth were too 
optimistic 

Sir Peter Bonfidd, the BT 
chief executive, said; “We are 
expecting a slowdown. We 
don't think it is going to be a 
bloodbath. We are prepared 
for a slowdown but what we 
see is a slowdown in growth, 
not an absolute reduction.” 

Robert Brace, finance direc¬ 
tor. said the Chancellor’s esti¬ 
mates for growth of 1 per cent 
to 15 per cent were “too opti¬ 
mistic”. The reality, he said. 


....... j 2 !*.-s gF was likely to be in the 0 to 1 per 

‘ • - - • r.±: rival ) cent range. 

. " - - *.\'T7 £ BT ironed pretax profits 

. ■ ■* _ ' 1 Cr _r ri rrr lhi:_ r _« 




of El57 billion for the second 
quarter to September 30. 
These included exceptional in¬ 
come of £1.07 billion, largely 
reflecting the profit of more 
than £ 1.1 billion horn the sale 
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of BTs stake in MCI, the US 
telecoms company. Operating 
profits for the second half 
edged higher to £1.8 billion 
from £1.7 billion. 

BT shares fell 35p to 808p 
yesterday, a decline of 4.15 per 
cent in response to the compa¬ 
ny’s cautious statement on 
trading. There was also sane 
disappointment at BTs reluc¬ 
tance to redistribute the pro¬ 
ceeds of the MCI stake sale to 
its shareholders or to embark 
on a share buyback. The 
shares reached a record high 
of 9G2p in July. 

first half earnings before ex¬ 
ceptional were 163p a share, 
compared with 16.8p in the pre¬ 
vious first half. The fall was at¬ 
tributed to greater losses in 
BTS new European ventures. 
Interim dividend is increased 
7.3 per cent to 8. Jp a share. 

John Tysoe, Soctete Gene¬ 
rate telecommunications ana¬ 
lyst, said yesterday that al¬ 
though the results were good. 


the markdown in the share 
price partly reflected a grow¬ 
ing realisation of the increased 
competition BT would face m 
its new international markets. 

International call turnover 
dedined by 8 per cent to £373 
million in the second quarter 
despite an 8 per cent increase 
in volume. BT expects continu¬ 
ing double-digit falls in inter¬ 
national call charges to be off¬ 
set by a continuing reduction 
in costs. Inland call volume 
grew by 8 per cent and reve¬ 
nue rose by 2.7 per cent to 
£1-28 billion. 

BT also seems to be fighting 
back against cable television 
rivals. In the half year there 
was a net loss of 65.000 resi¬ 
dential lines, compared with a 
loss of more than 230.000 in 
the same period last year. 
Much of the improvement 
came from the installation of 
second lines. 

New management at Cell- 
net is also having a positive im¬ 
pact, with 230.000 net addi¬ 
tions in die quarter, the best 
performance since 1994. 

Sir lain Vallance. chairman 
of BT, said that despite evi¬ 
dence of a slowing economy, 
demand for BT products arid 
services remained strong and 
“our trading performance re¬ 
mains healthy". 

The money from MCI 
meant that debt had been re¬ 
duced to £526 million (or gear¬ 
ing of only 4 per cent) but Sir 
Peter said it was unlikely that 
there would be a share buy¬ 
back in the current financial 
year. Instead. BT would contin¬ 
ue “investing for growth”. 

Capital expenditure for the 
half-year totalled £13 billion, 
most of it spent on modernis¬ 
ing the BT network and ena¬ 
bling the launch of new Inter¬ 
net products. BTs share of op¬ 
erating kisses for new ven¬ 
tures totalled £56 million for 
the second quarter and £134 
million for the half year, in 
line with expectations. 

Analysts are forecasting 
pre-taxprofits of about £3-3 bil¬ 
lion before exceptional for the 
full year. 



Sir Peter Bonfidd predicts a slowdown in growth, but rules out an economic bloodbath 


I Cl emerges 

as potential 
buyer in 
Zeneca deal 


By Paul Durman 


ICl has declared itself a 
potential buyer of the specialty 
chemicals division put up for 
sale yesterday by Zeneca — a 
deal that would reunite the 
business with its former 
owner. 

The business of Zeneca Spe¬ 
cialties was pan of I Cl until 
1993, when it was demerged 
along with the pharmaceutical 
and agrochemical operations 
that together form Zeneca. 

Now five times more valua¬ 
ble than IC1, Zeneca wants to 
take advantage of the enthusi¬ 
asm for deals in the rapidly 
restructuring specialty chemi¬ 
cals sector. 

ICI is attempting to reinvent 
itself as a specialty chemicals 
company, but it may struggle 
to afford the £1 bi!lion-£15 bil¬ 
lion price tag that analysts 
expect the Zeneca business to 
fetch. 

ICI is currently labouring 
under about £4.4 billion of 
debt because of delays in dis¬ 
posing of its heavy chemicals 
interests. 

ICI said that it was “always 
interested in good quality spe¬ 
cialty businesses and will be 
considering this opportunity 
carefully”. ’ *- 

It would prefer to buy only 
parts of the business, but Sir 
David Barnes, Zeneca's chief 
executive, wants to sefl it to a 
single buyer. 

Other possible buyers in¬ 
dude BASF. Bayer and 
Hoechst, which would all be at¬ 
tracted by the fast-growing 
business making intermedi¬ 
ates for pharmaceuticals man¬ 
ufacture. Zeneca Specialties 
also makes dyes and inks for 
ink jet printers, resins and 
leafier chemicals. 

David Phillips, a Suther¬ 
lands analyst, said that the 
business would also fit well 
with Ciba Specialty Chemicals 
and Clan ant, but the Swiss 


groups may be too busy with 
their own £9 billion merger an¬ 
nounced earlier this week. 

1C1 still retains certain pre¬ 
emptive rights over some of 
the businesses being sold. 

Operating profits at Zeneca 
Specialties have improved 
sharply since 1995. reaching 
£85 million last year from 
sates of £885 million. 

Zeneca is not selling Mar¬ 
low Foods, the fast-growing 
company behind Quom, the 
meat substitute. 

Jeremy Scudamore, the 
chief executive of Zeneca Spe¬ 
cialties, said that he did not 
know what would happen to 
his job in the sale. 

He said: “We want to sell 
[the business] to a new owner 
who will invest in it and pro¬ 
tect the people involved in it” 

Shares in Zeneca rose 28p to 
£22.83 yesterday, as investors 
were encouraged by the 
group's move to divest the 
least valued of its businesses. 

The large rise in Zeneca'S 
shares since demerger has 
been driven by the much more 
highly prized drugs business. 


Commentary; page 29 
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> Shell sheds 20% of oil 
products workforce 


i<4 
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By Carl Mortis red. international business editor 



THOUSANDS of Shell em¬ 
ployees were yesterday told 
that their jobs would be elimi¬ 
nated in a massive restructur¬ 
ing of the off company’s refin¬ 
ing and marketing businesses 
across Europe. 

Shell has increased the job 
attrition rate from 15 to 20 per 
cent of its 15.000 strong ofl 
products workforce since toe 
restructuring was first mooted 
a year ago. Most of the job loss¬ 
es will be on the Continent. 

with some 370 jobs to go ui 
Germany and 200 in Holland. 

The Shell announcement co¬ 
incided with news that Texaco 
was laying off 1,000 workers, 
accounting for 12 per cent of its 
ofl exploration staff, to save 

$200 rniUion (£121 million) a 
yp fl r The job CUtS ETC likely ® 
include staff involved in Texa¬ 
co's North Sea operations. The 


industry is grappling with the 
problem of restoring profits to 
operations crippled by tow oil 
prices. This week Mobil and 
Chevron announced cuts in 
capital spending due to the 
low oil price. The UK is partic¬ 
ularly vulnerable to cutbacks 
owing to the high cost of oper¬ 
ating in the North Sea. 

A spokesman for Shell UK 
said that between 100-150 
downstream jobs would be 
lost in Britain. He indicated 
that not all the job losses 
would be redundancies as 
some functions, such as road 
distribution and and compu¬ 
ter services, were being out¬ 
sourced with staff transferring 
to external suppliers. 

Shares in the Anglo-Dutch 
company rose yesterday on ex¬ 
pectations that a new conflict 
in the Gulf would boost the oil 


price. Shell also indicated that 
the fob reductions world save 
up to $180 million per year. 

Fergus Madeod, oil analyst 
at BT Alex Brown, said inves¬ 
tors would be reassured that 
Shell was finally taking action 
to address poor performance. 

He said: “The significance 
of this is that they are not talk¬ 
ing to analysts about job oils; 
they are talking to staff.” 

Earlier this year Shell an¬ 
nounced the closure of region¬ 
al head offices, including Shell 
Mex House in London and the 
headquarters of Shell Neder¬ 
land. Shell France and Deut¬ 
sche Shell. 

The move was widely seen 
as an attempt to get control of 
the powerful subsidiaries that 
had been resisting pressure to 
cut costs and raise their 
performance. 


Wassail 
builds up 
BICC stake 

By Sarah Cunningham 

WASSALL. die acquisitive 
industrial conglomerate, has 
built up a 735 per cent stake 
in BICC, the struggling cables 
and construction business. 

A spokesman for Wassail, 
which recently took over TLG 
for £353 million, said the 30.9 
million BICC shares had been 
bought as “an investment”. He 
declined to say whether or not 
Wassail was planning a bid. 

Wassail built up its share¬ 
holding in TLG over 18 
months before a bid by Coop¬ 
er Industries of Texas prompt¬ 
ed it to respond with a higher 
offer. 

BICC shares have recov¬ 
ered since a profit warning in 
late October sent them to a 
low of 38p. The shares rose 3p 
to 57p yesterday. 

Market report page 30 


Scottish Media tunes 
in to Capital Radio 


By Jason Nissfc and Chris Ayres 


SCOTTISH Media Group, 
whose interests range from 
television to newspapers, is 
looking at making a £500 
million offer for Capital Radio 
as part of its attempts to break 
out of its Scottish base. 

An offer for Capital, which 
would more than double the 
sire of Scottish Media, has 
been discussed by the Scottish 
board. Yesterday the group 
tried to play down prospects 
for a bid amid speculation that 
its largest shareholders. Mir¬ 
ror Group and Hextech, were 
lukewarm about the idea. 

Scottish Media made an 
offer for VCI, the video maker, 
earlier this year bat was out¬ 
bid by Kingfisher. 

Capital Radio yesterday re¬ 
assured investors that the mar¬ 
ket for radio advertising had 
"remained buoyant” during 


the year to September 30. in 
spite of growing evidence of an 
economic slowdown, it added 
that independent research 
groups forecast the market to 
grow by as much as 113 per 
cent in 1999. 

The company pleased the 
City with an 8 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits from £35.1 mil¬ 
lion to £37.8 million on sates of 
£1173 million, up 93 per cent 
from £1068 million. Earnings 
per share rose 8.4 per cent 
from 323p to 35p, and a final 
dividend of I03p, up from 
9.45p. wfll be paid on April 6. 
Shares in Capital remained 
unchanged at 562J5p. 

David Mansfield, chief 
executive, defended Capital’s 
involvement in restaurants 
but said that the company 
had disposed of its outlets in 
Germany as well as The 


Chicago Pizza Pie Factory in 
Dublin and Beach Blanket 
Babylon in London. 

Capital also said that over 
the next year it would pump 
about £2 million into Xfm, the 
London alternative rock sta¬ 
tion it bought through a contro¬ 
versial £18 million deal in July. 
Mr Mansfield said the station 
was not expected to become 
profitable for up to three years 
but that he hoped it would be¬ 
come “a world-class alterna¬ 
tive rock station” 

The company also revealed 
that its failed acquisition ofVir- 
gin Radio had cost nearly £1 
million in tees, and that its In¬ 
ternet service had incurred an 
operating loss of E750JXX) on 
sales of about £1 million. Capi¬ 
tal said that Wfldstar. its joint 
venture record label with Tel- 
star, had made a small profit 
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Tories in 
£100m 
rail link 
bill claim 


By Jason NissE 
and Aiasdair Murray 

THE Government was yester¬ 
day accused of adding £100 mil¬ 
lion to the cost of building the 
Channel Tunnel high-speed 
rail link through an off balance 
sheet accounting move that 
keeps down the public sector 
borrowing requirement 
David Heathcoat-Amoiy, 
the Tory Treasury spokesman, 
has written to Geoffrey Robin¬ 
son. Paymaster General query¬ 
ing the deal in which the Gov¬ 
ernment ml] guarantee £2.65 
billion of bonds issued by Lon¬ 
don & Continental Railways, 
which is building the link 
Research by CSFB. the bro¬ 
ker, shows that if the Govern¬ 
ment had raised the money it¬ 
self. and lent it to LCR. finan¬ 
cial investors would have been 
prepared to accept an interest 
rate up to 0J3 per cent lower, so 
saving LCR £100 million. 

This structure would make 
no difference should LCR suf¬ 
fer financial difficulties, as the 
Government would still have 
to foot the bill. But it would 
mean the £2.65 billion would 
have to be inducted in the 
PSBR a situation avoided by 
issuing a guarantee. 

Mr Robinson admitted that 
there would be an extra cost 
but said that this was worth 
paying to have the discipline 
of the private sector financing 
and managing the project 
Meanwhile, Mr Robinson, 
has announced dial Sir Mal- 
com Bates, chairman of Pearl 
Assurance, is to review foe 
Government's PF1 policies. 
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IMF team 
finalising 
Brazil loan 


THE TIMES FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13 1998 


The International Monetary 
Fund was last night finalising 
a muitibflikm-doliar loan 
package for Brazil, expected 
to be announced in full today. 
Negotiators were stOI work¬ 
ing on a statement of policy 
commitments that Brazil has 
made in return for the loans. 
Speculation on the pack¬ 
age's size ranges from $30 bil¬ 
lion (£18 billion) to $45 billion. 
The total depends on how 
much extra money is provided 
by bilateral lenders such as 
the US and other Group of 
Seven members. Sixteen na¬ 
tions are expected to take part 
in the effort to stabilise inves¬ 
tor confidence in Brazil. 

GEI awaits payout 

GEI International, the pro¬ 
cessing machinery group, 
hopes to receive at least £23 
million early next year after le¬ 
gal action in the US to recover 
environmental dean-up costs. 
Metrametic. its New Jersey 
subsidiary, was in a 1991 con¬ 
tamination incident and GEI 
sought the costs From insur¬ 
ers. GEI made interim pre-tax 
profits of £23 million (£1 mil¬ 
lion loss last time). Earnings 
were 4.47p a share (4.92p loss). 
The dividend is I-5p again. 

Garrard’s record 

Gerrard Group, the financial 
group, made record pre-tax 
profits of £20.4 million in the 
half year to September 30, up 
from £14.4 million, but says 
that second-half trading may 
be tougher. Earnings per 
share rose to I83p (I33p). The 
interim dividend remains 8p. 
Greig Middleton, the stock- 
broking subsidiary, is to with¬ 
draw mom mainstream insti¬ 
tutional agency broking. 

Chrysler’s farewell 

Chiysler’s shares yesterday 
ceased trading on the New 
York Stock Exchange, ending 
a 73-year run, after comple¬ 
tion of its $37 billion (£22 bil¬ 
lion) merger with Daimler- 
Benz of Germany. DaimJer- 
Chrysler shares will be listed 
in New York and Frankfurt 
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Peter Hickson, finance director of PowerGen. left, and Ed Wallis, who described the Australian market as less bureaucratic 


PowerGen turns its 
attention to Australia 


By Fraser Nelson 


POWERGEN, Britain'S larg¬ 
est electricity company, is 
growing tired of hunting for a 
£1 billion acquisition in Ameri¬ 
ca and is now turning its atten¬ 
tions towards Australia. 

Ed Wallis, chairman of Pow¬ 
erGen, said dial the deregula¬ 
tion of rhe American electricity 
is taking much longer to ma¬ 
ture than lie had at first expect¬ 
ed. The company has been 
searching for a deal in the US 
for tite past 18 months. 

The Australian market, he 
said, was far less bureaucratic 
and easier for overseas compa¬ 
nies to invest in — with the 
New South Wales electricity 


Societies 
urged to 
help poor 

BUILDING societies are be¬ 
ing urged by the Government 
to help to tackle social exclu¬ 
sion (Anne Ashworth writes). 
However, some society chiefs 
claim that rules introduced by 
the Treasury to fight money 
laundering make access to ac¬ 
counts harder for poor people. 

Patricia Hewitt Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, yes¬ 
terday urged societies to make 
their products more suitable 
for the three million people 
without a bank or building so¬ 
ciety account and to help in 
creation of credit unions. 

The Building Societies Asso¬ 
ciation welcomed her calL 
However, although happy to 
help credit unions, some chiefs 
privately said that new rules to 
prevent laundering of drug 
profits in accounts would hit 
the poor, who were less likely 
to have a passport or a driving 
licence to prove identity as re¬ 
quired to open an account 


network due to be privatised 
in the New Year. 

Mr Wallis, who is also chair¬ 
man of LucasVarity. whose 
plans to move to the US were 
blocked by investors last week, 
said: The US is a very big, 
complicated country and it’s 
not really ready yet. The pace 
of deregulation has been slow, 
but in Australia things are 
much easier. 

PowerGen could also bid for 
one of the privatised electricity 
companies in Victoria, he said, 
or wait for the New South 
Wales sell-off to get under way. 

“We are prepared to look at 
whatever opportunities come 


up,” he sat'd. “We have a big 
coalmine power station there, 
and a full PowerGen team.** 

He added that the compa¬ 
ny^ Yailoum power station is 
beginning to benefit from a re¬ 
covery of electricity pool prices 
in Victoria. 

Although PowerGen has 
only £22 million of cash in the 
bank, it is expected to raise up 
to £1 billion from selling 
4.000MW of coal generating 
capacity. It promised this dis¬ 
posal to win regulatory ap¬ 
proval for its July £1.9 billion 
acquisition of East Midlands 
Electricity. 

The cold summer increased 


Japan seeks million jobs 
from new spending plan 


JAPAN hopes to create a mil¬ 
lion new jobs with its latest 
spending package to boost the 
ailing economy, according to 
an outline published yesterday 
(Robert Whymant writes). 

A plan unveiled by Japan's 
ruling Liberal Democratic Par¬ 
ty calls for more than YIO tril¬ 
lion (£49 billion) in public 
works spending, home-buying 
incentives and tax cuts to spur 
domestic demand and pull the 


country out of its prolonged 
slump. 

The emergency stimulus 
package, which the Govern¬ 
ment is expected to endorse for¬ 
mally next Monday, includes 
Y4 trillion of income tax cuts 
and a lowering of the corpo¬ 
rate tax race, one of the highest 
among the big economies, to 
40 per cent from next year. 

The ruling party also called 
for at least Y4 trillion in pub¬ 


lic works spending, to be con¬ 
centrating on information 
technology, the environment 
and education and welfare 
programmes, instead of the 
construction projects that are 
the usual focus of the 
Government 

The package, which is the 
seventh since 1992. follows a 
pledge by Keizu Obuchi. the 
Prime Minister, to revive the 
economy within two years. 
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demand for electricity by 25 
per cent across England and 
Wales, allowing the company 
to capitalise on poor perform¬ 
ance from its rival nudear 
power producers. 

This, with £19 million of 
profit contributed by new ac¬ 
quisitions. helped group pre¬ 
tax profit to £156 million (£154 
million) for the six months to 
September 27. 

Earnings w^re I8.6p (l2L5p 
loss) for the six months, and 
the interim dividend rises to 
lOp (9p) per share. PowerGen 
shares foil 18p to S69p. 

Tempos, page 30 


Start-up 
costs hit 
News 
Corp 

By Raymond Snoddt 

MEDIA EDITOR 


PROFITS of The New s Corpo¬ 
ration, the international media 
group, fell 18 per cent in the 
three months to September 30. 

The $196 million profit (£119 
million) before abnormal items 
compared with $243 million in 
the same period last year. The 
fall was mainly caused by 
increased start-up costs in 
ventures such as satellite teteri- 
sion in Latin America and 
cable joint ventures in the US. 

Operating revenues grew 12 
per cent to $3.2 billion and op¬ 
erating income before depreci¬ 
ation and amortisation was up 
10 per cent to $407 million. 
Earnings for each ADR before 
abnormals was $0.20 ($0.26). 

News Corp, parent compa¬ 
ny of The Times . said the re¬ 
sults had been driven by sever¬ 
al summer film releases such 
as There's Something About 
Mary, the video release of 
Titanic, and improvements at 
the publisher HarperCoUins. 

A reduction in the profits of 
the newspaper division was 
caused by temporary cover 
price cuts and extra promotion 
for The Sun, together with the 
adverse impact of the weaker 
Australian dollar on Austral¬ 
ian newspaper results. In the 
UK The Times and The Sun¬ 
day Times increased advertis¬ 
ing revenues and improved 
operating income. 

This week News Corp 
announced the sale of 1S.6 per 
cent of Fox Entertainment 
Group in an initial public offer¬ 
ing for $2.8 billion — the third 
largest in US history. 


Bank of 
America 
settlement 


BANK OF AMERICA has 
agreed to pay $187.5 million 
(about £113.6 million) to settle 
lawsuits alleging it mishan¬ 
dled hundreds of municipal 
bond accounts in California (A 
correspondent writes from 
San Francisco). 

The lawsuits were brought 
by the State of California, city 
and county of San Francisco, 
nearly 300 local governments 
and a former Bank of America 
employee, Patrick Stull. 

The lawsuits alleged that 
the bank failed to return un¬ 
claimed property in its munici¬ 
pal bond accounts to the State 
and the municipalities, failed 
to properly invest cash in its 
municipal bond trust accounts 
and falsely charged municipal 
customers for trust fees. 

The case had been scheduled 
to go to trial in April. The settle¬ 
ment wifi be distributed under 
a formula expected to be pre¬ 
sented to the court next month. 



Taiwanese company 
boosts Silicon Glen 

UP TO 700 new- jobs are to be created in Scotland’s Silicon 
Glen through an investment by a Taiwanese electronics 
firm. The Universal Scientific Industrial Company an¬ 
nounced plaits for a EI5 million plant in Irvine, Strathclyde, 
to become its European manufacturing base. The company, 
which makes electronic and computer components, said the 
workforce would build up to 700 over two to three years, on a 
27-acre site in Irvine. 

Universal died the number of electronics companies 
already in Scotland, the availability and quality of the Scot¬ 
tish workforce, and air links developed by Prestwick Airport, 
as factors that made it choose Scotland after a 15-month 
search fora European base. The project was won for Scotland 
against fierce competition from the Republic of Ireland, in a 
concerted effon by Locate in Scotland, the Invest in Britain 
Bureau. Enterprise Ayrshire and North Ayrshire Coundl. 

Bemrose plunges 

SHARES of Bemrose Corporation fell 80p to 277^p yesterday 
after the company said that annual pre-tax profits would fall 
10 per cent against the underlying figure reported last year. 
Rodger Booth, chairman, said that sales of its seasonal calen¬ 
dars and diaries in both Britain and America had not reached 
expected levels. He .said the shortfall was unlikely to be recov¬ 
ered this year. Jeffry Meyer, president of Bemrose USA. has 
resigned from the company and the board. 

Fairness at Work call 

A SENIOR union leader yesterday urged the Government 
not to water down union recognition plans in its Fairness at 
Work White Paper. Unions fear a provision might be added 
requiring workers to be in a union for three to six months be¬ 
fore they can be included. Ken Jackson, general secretary of 
the Amalgamated Engineering and Electrical Union, said: 
“People have the right to vote on industrial action from day 
one. so why shouldn’t they vote for union recognition?' 

Russian banks to close 

HALF of Russia's commercial banks will have to be closed be¬ 
cause the Government does not have the money to bail them 
out. Andrei Kozlov. Deputy Chairman of the Russian central 
bank said yesterday. Viktor Gerashchenko. Chairman of the 
ban!:, said that the bank failures would be announced altogeth¬ 
er at the end of November. Russia's banks become vulnerable 
from Monday, when a government-imposed 90-day moratori¬ 
um on repaying loans taken out with Western banks expires. 

SkyePharma chief 

SKYEPHARMA has promoted Michael Ashton to the post of 
chief executive, taking on part of the responsibilities of lan 
Gowrie-Smith, who remains executive chairman of the drug 
development company. Mr Ashton, who was previously chief 
operating officer, is a former chief executive of a division of 
Paulding, the Australian pharmaceutical group. Rick Stew¬ 
art. the corporate development director, is to leave the compa¬ 
ny to take up another senior position. 

Young’s profit up 27% 

SHARES in Young’s, the London brewer and pub operator, 
jumped 37Wp higher to 627^p yesterday as the group 
unveiled a 27 per cent rise in pre-tax profits to £3.4 million in 
the half-year to September 26, from turnover up 4 per cent to 
£41.4 million. Adjusted earnings per share readied 16-51 p 
(15.62p) and the interim dividend is 8.2p (7.75p). Young’s 
acquired four managed houses during the period, taking its 
total pub estate to 181. 

Oxford profits slide 

OXFORD Instruments, the advanced instrumentation compa¬ 
ny, yesterday reported profits down 30 per cent to £5.1 million 
for the six months to September 30. The company said ship¬ 
ment problems and the strength of sterling contributed to the 
reduced results. Turnover was £78.7 million, down from £81.4 
million. Earnings per share were 7.0p (lO.Op) and the compa¬ 
ny declared a dividend of 2.4p (2Jp). Oxford Instruments also 
revealed it is to repurchase 5 per cent of its issued equity. 
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Premiere in Birmingham: The 
Chevy Blazer 4x4. Now available in che 
UK. In Right Hand Drive, of course! 

This vehicle is as much at ease on the road 
as it is at “Home on the Range". Because 
the Blazer is the only 4x4 to offer the unique 
Driver Control System (DCS) which 
effectively gives refined high-way manners 
to a rugged and dependable off-road vehicle. 
This Chevrolet system intelligently transfers 
power between the front and rear wheels 
ft whenever rear-wheel slippage is detected. The 
& resu ^ a perfect balance of quiet ride and 
precise handling. And its impressive 4.3 litre- 
Vortec V6 with M2 kW/ 193 bhp optimizes fuel 
while providing real go-ahead go-anvwhere power. 

The Chevy Blazer offers you authentic 
American off-road capability and category- 
leading on-road driveability. Enjoy all the 
benefits of a 4x4 - without the discomfort. In 
the new RHD Chew Blazer 4x4. 


Please see us at the Birmingham Motorshow 
Hall 1, Stand 124. 

You’ll he truly impressed. 
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A s *J re »»y takers for a 
shooting estaie in Berk¬ 
shire or choice salmon 
“«J?gn^te in Deeride? tS 

“S# is that by next week* 

SSLiS?® COunlr y 9enilemen- 
Type estate agents will have been 
appointed to find buyers forth* 
.pair. Sir iwi Mobbs. although 
not opposetfto countiy pursuit 
does not believe that such spora 
mg assets sit happily in a oroner- 
yportfolio b*&5 on foffifa! 
estates. 

That Bilton should have taken 
aigerent view has been a sub- 
ject for intense scrutiny as Sir Ni- 

^S3i u§h Eslata has waged 
IS hostile campaign to win mn- 

trol of Bilton. Today the likeli¬ 
hood is that Slough will find it¬ 
self the new owner of the shoot¬ 
ing and fishing assets and it will 
■ not nsk having them on its books 
any longer than necessary-. 

Bilton’s managing director. 
Ron Groom, haa hoped to en¬ 
courage a white knight to ride 
into the battle, preferably, pre¬ 
sumably. one who shared his en¬ 
thusiasm for a spot of field 
sports. But the likelihood of res¬ 
cue must have vanished on Mon¬ 
day, when Schraders pledged its 
near-17 per cent stake to Slough. 

The descendants of the compa¬ 
ny's founder, Percy Bilton. srifi 
appear split over the bid, but the 
family holding, although a sub¬ 
stantial 35 per cent, is unlikely to 
prove crucial. The other share¬ 
holders, offered 310p for shares 
that have been as low as 186p this 


Bilton looking like fair game 


year, seem to have recognised 
ihe attractions of Sir Nigel's £276 
million offer. 

Ai a discount of about 4.7 per 
cent to net asset value, if is not 
overly generous, but why should 

be? H is the only bid on the ta¬ 
ble and is significantly higher that held shares 
than the shares had been before taken the issue t 
the Slough offer. Which must sibling against s 
pose a problem for the trustees oF the signal that 
the Percy Bilton charity, which wily Sir Nigel tl 
holds a stake of more than 5 per right to launch 
cent in the business. Trustees of been watching 
those funds that held shares in years. Should 1 
Savoy Group wrestled with their proved perfect, s 
consciences for years and still the family, mayl 
came to the questionable condu- not fans of bi( 
Sion thai Lora Fbrie's money was have no wish fa 
not something they could accept be tied up in a n 
The trustees of the Bilton Settle¬ 
ment have been taking advice on Dlltv-frpp 
whether their duly to benefidar- ~ ul J 11 
les may be to accept the cash. But headaches 
there are suspidons that some di¬ 
rectors of the charity, including T T er Maj 
Ron Groom, may have found it I—I and Ex 

difficult to hear the advice com- A A becomii 
pletely impartially. agitated about w 

Some members of the Bilton posed to be doir 
family had become unhappy They know duty- 
wtth the way in which Mr be no more, but t 
Groom and Donald Bilton. the whar sort of regii 
founder's eldest son. combined posed to be pofic 
sitting on the board of the compa- The Treasury, 
ny with being directors of a trust scratching its riet 
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that held shares in it. They had 
taken the issue to court, pitching 
sibling against sibling. That was 
the signal that persuaded the 
wily Sir Nigel that the time was 
right to launch his bid. He had 
been watching and waiting for 
years. Should his timing nave 
proved perfect, some members of 
the family, maybe those who are 
not fans of blood sports, will 
have no wish for their money to 
be tied up in a minority holding. 


H er Majesty’s Customs 
and Excise officers are 
becoming increasingly 
agitated about what they are sup¬ 
posed to be doing next summer. 
They know duty-free sales should 


They know duty-free sales should 
be no more, but they do not know 
what sort of regime they are sup¬ 
posed to be policing in its stead. 

The Treasury, too. is said to be 
scratching its head over the issue. 


Yet the problem is not new. Brus¬ 
sels (leaded seven years ago that 
duty-free was a concept that did 
not fit with the big idea of a har¬ 
monised tax regime for Europe. 
Neither does it. but the harmo¬ 
nised tax regime does not exist 

Nonetheless, the date for the 
abolition of duty-free is there, 
and fast approaching. All that is 
missing is the little matter of a 
sensible plan for what will re¬ 
place it. Britain has not yet given 
its agreement to the most recent 
Brussels proposals, which could 
amount to cross-Channel ferry 
operators having to change the 
prices they charge more than 20 
times in a single day. 

There are growing suggestions 
that the EU may have to opt for a 
further delay in implementing 
the end of the duty-free regime, 
just to allow time for some sensi¬ 
ble arrangement to be put in 
place. This might not meet too 
much opposition from some 
member states. Before he be¬ 
came German Chancellor, Ger¬ 


hard Schroder had voiced his 
concerns over a move that would 
cost jobs, and governments in 
France and Britain would not 
shun the opportunity to postpone 
the job losses that would, inevita¬ 
bly, result from the end of the du¬ 
ty-free traffic. 

In total, around 140,000jobs in 
Europe are said to be directly 
linked to the £4.5 billion annual 
duty-free trade. 

The ferry operator P&O has 
spelled out that, if the regime sug¬ 
gested by Brussels comes into 
play, and it is allowed to sell du¬ 
ty-paid goods at the rate that it 
has paid for them, it will prefer 
to shop in France rather than 
England. 

This is no small matter. Every 
night 100-ton deliveries are made 
to the ferries in the UK That 
would stop if there was clear com¬ 
mercial advantage to be had by 
loading up en Fiance instead 
There is a certain irony here, in 
that the ferry operators, P&O 
among them, are currently doing 


all they can to encourage UK 
shoppers to head to France to 
stock up on their shopping. The 
supermarkets might have little 
sympathy for the ferry compa¬ 
nies in their desire to hold on to 
their own trade. But Gordon 
Brown is likely to see some merit 
in their arguments. 

Rekindling 
an old flame 


W hen Sir Denys Hender¬ 
son demerged ICI into 
a chemicals business 
and a pharmaceuticals firm by 
the name of Zeneca, he could not 
have imagined the twist in the 
tail that emerged yesterday. Now 
a flourishing Zeneca is to sell 
some chemicals businesses and 
ICI would dearly love to buy 
them back. The problem is it is 
just a little strapped for cash. 

Strategies evolve, as do compa¬ 
nies. The demerger was a fine 
step in realising shareholder val¬ 
ue at the time, and those who 
have stayed with Zeneca shares 
have reaped the benefits of the 
fashion for pharamceutical com¬ 
panies. But ICI has been a less 
happy story. New boss, Charles 
Miller Smith, has determinedly 


set about streamlining ICI into a 
fancy specialty chemicals compa¬ 
ny, ditching the bulk businesses 
on which it was founded At the 
time or the demerger, some chem¬ 
icals were so special that Sir De¬ 
nys regarded them as closer to 
pharmaceuticals, bui Sir David 
Barnes sees things differently. 

They may not have fitted into 
old ICI, but they do fit with new 
ICI and Mr Miller Smith will be 
keen to buy them back, with the 
benefit of the grooming that Sir 
David has given them as he, too. 
has streamlined the Zeneca portfo¬ 
lio. It is to be hoped that the costs 
will not be an insurmountable ob¬ 
stacle in allowing this restructur¬ 
ing co proceed, If if does, could it 
signal a bout of remarriages? 
how long before Selfridges de¬ 
cides that Miss Selfridge should 
be until it rather than until Sears? 

Unsteady surfer 

IT WAS 3 brave move by the 
Governor of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land to venture on to the Net yes¬ 
terday and answer questions 
from his public. There could 
have been no doubt that some¬ 
one would want to tax him over 
his views on unemployment in 
the North East, and so they did. 
He responded with all the reason¬ 
ableness that has earned him the 
nickname he now says he is 
proud to bear. But Steady Eddie 
is unlikely to prove a regular hit 
among the Web’s chat sites un¬ 
less he livens up the repartee. 
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Glaxo is 
attacked 
on R&D 


GLAXO WELLCOM E*S strat¬ 
egy to contract out a large part 
of its research and develop¬ 
ment effort is a “reripe for dis¬ 
aster”. a London pharmaceuti¬ 
cal conference was told yester¬ 
day (Paul Dunn an writes). 

Peter Ringrose. president of 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Phar¬ 
maceutical Research Institute, 
said: ‘To be a viable produc¬ 
tive group, you cannot afford 
(b have 50 per cent of your 
R&D outsourced. You've got 
to have the critical compo¬ 
nents of R&D In-house.” 

Sir Richard Sykes, Glaxo 
WeUoome's chairman, be¬ 
lieves that drug groups must 
turn to specialists to keep 
abreast of advances in sci¬ 
ence. but Glaxo denied that he 
had set the 50 per cent target 
that Dr Ringrose mentioned. 

Mike Standing, head of life 
sciences consulting at Cap 
Gemini, told the Economist 
conference that European 
drug companies need to be 
more consumer-focused. 


Coral offers lift 
Ladbroke hopes 
of painless sale 


CORAL, the betting shop 
chain that Ladbroke is being 
forced to sel I off by the Govern¬ 
ment, is understood to have 
attracted indicative offers rang¬ 
ing from £350 million to £400 
million. 

Ladbroke. which has re¬ 
ceived at least ten offers, is 
expected to spend the weekend 
whittling them down to a short¬ 
list. Analysts believe that the 
main contenders are the Tote, 
UK venture capital funds and. 
possibly. Stanley Leisure. 

The group acquired Coral 
from Bass in January for £363 
million, but in September Pe¬ 
ter Mandelson. the Trade Sec¬ 
retary. blocked the deal. One 
analyst said: "Theories that 


By Dominic Walsh 

Ladbroke would lose out in a 
fire sale look wide of the mark. 
It could get its money bade.” 

Ladbroke is not comment¬ 
ing on die process, although 
its betting arm was the star of 
yesterday's third-quarter trad¬ 
ing update. The World Cup 
provided a £6 million boost 
with Coral taking around £1-5 
million. 

The news was less good on 
Easy Play, the football game 
launched by Vernons in Au¬ 
gust through Camefot's Na¬ 
tional Lottery terminals. Sales 
are averaging just £800,000 a 
week against initial forecasts 
of up to £3 million, and Lad¬ 
broke has dedded to write off 
the £9 million launch costs 


this year rather than over the 
norma] three years. 

Its Hilton hotels arm in¬ 
creased profits, despite further 
softening in Asia. In the UK 
cutbacks by the big financial 
houses have started to affect 
expense account business at its 
big London hotels. Revenue 
per available room has slowed 
from 11 per cent at the half 
year to about 6 per cent 

The group confirmed that it 
has been awarded a contract 
to operate the Great Western 
Royal Hotel at London's Pad¬ 
dington Station. It will reopen 
in 2000 as the GWR Hilton 
Paddington. 

Tempos, page 30 


GRE to 
revamp 
life fund 


GUARDIAN Royal Ex¬ 
change received a mixed 
response from the City after 
it issued a veiled profits 
warning while also announc¬ 
ing a revamp of its life fund 
(Marianne Curphcy writes). 

Though the shares rose 
8%p to 29lKp SBC Warburg 
Dillon Reed downgraded its 
1998 pre-tax profit forecast 
from £85 million to £65 mil¬ 
lion. compared with the £181 
million earned in 1997. 

GRE is restructuring its 
life and health businesses in 
die UK with a £300 million 
capital injection into its 
subsidiary. PPP lifetime 
care. GRE hopes the move 
wiO serve to enhance compet¬ 
itiveness. 

The insurer is relaunch¬ 
ing its UK life assurance 
operation as a 100 per cent 
shareholder-owned activity. 
GRETs old life fund will be 
dosed to new business. 


Danka review 
must be done 
by next month 


By Chris Ayres 


DANKA Business Systems, 
the troubled photocopier 
group that recently lost both 
its chairman and chief execu¬ 
tive. yesterday revealed that its 
debts had reached $1 billion 
(£600 million) during the six 
months to September 30. 

The company, which ob¬ 
tained a waiver from its lend¬ 
ers until February to tackle a 
deepening financial crisis, 
said it had until die end of the 
month to draw up anew busi¬ 
ness plan. Over the past two 
years, Danka’s share price has 
collapsed from a high of 848p 
to just 63p yesterday. 

The new business plan will 
have to be approved by the 
company's lenders — a syndi¬ 
cate of about 30 US banks — 
before it can receive an emer¬ 
gency $35 million loan. Danka 
has already received $40 mil¬ 


lion in loans since the waiver 
was granted. 

Larry Switzer, the temporary 
chief executive, said: “In con¬ 
junction with Wassersfein 
Perelia |the US investment 
bank], die group is undertak¬ 
ing a detailed review of its oper¬ 
ations and business plan, in¬ 
cluding evaluating certain re¬ 
structuring opportunities. We 
continue to face significant 
challenges.” 

Danka reported losses of 
£1.8 million in the six months 
to September 30. compared 
with a profit of £43 million. 
Sales fell 10 per cent from £1 
billion to £907 million. The 
loss per share was 0.6p. com¬ 
pared with earnings of 135p. 

Danka blamed the fail in 
revenues on “a decrease in 
retail service, supply, and 
rental sales". 


RIT trust 
suffers 
setback 


RIT Capital Partners, the 
investment trust chaired by 
Lord Rothschild, has seen its 
half-year returns devastated 
by last summer's market turbu¬ 
lence (Gavin Lumsden writes). 

Assets feU by £54 million to 
£756 million in the six months 
to the September 30. com¬ 
pared with the £86 million 
growth it achieved for the 
same period last year. 

A takeover bid in July for 
Fonorola. RITs largest invest¬ 
ment, spared the trust from 
worse figures. RIT gained a 
total of £100 million for the 
Canadian telecoms company. 

Since the end of March, the 
company has reduced its equi¬ 
ty exposure from 75 per cent to 
just 52 per cent About a quar¬ 
ter of its portfolio is now in 
US treasuries and other 
government bonds with a 
further £36 million in cash. 
However, it retains 12 per cent 
in unquoted companies and 8 
per cent in specialist funds. 

Commentary, this page 
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POWERGEN PLC 
HALF -YEAR RESULTS 

Commenting on die results, Chairman, Ed Wdfis, said: “PowerGen has delivered a solid financial performance 
with earnings per share (before windfall tax, exceptional and goodwill amortisation) and dividends both 
showing 11 per cent growth. This year has seen the repositioning of PowerGen and the company is now poised , 
as a leading player in UK electricity and gas, ready to compete as markets open up. Overseas, activity has been 
focused on countries where the vertically integrated electricity and gas model, similar to the UK, 
is achievable. An entry into the US remains a part of the PowerGen strategy. Clear focus on this approach 
of delivering UK and international growth will make PowerGen a larger, leading international gas and 
electricity company able to sustain profit improvement and value creation for shareholders in the long term.” 


POWERGEN PLC CONSOLIDATED PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 


Unaudited 
Half year to 
27 September 
1998 


Group turnover _.__ 

Group operating p r o fi t, including associates 

Net interest payable, including associates _ 

Profit on ordinary activities before taxation 
Tax on profit on ordinary activities 

Windfall tax ____ 

Profit/(Loss) on ordinary activities after taxation 

Dividends _ 

Retained Profit/(Loss) for the period _ 

Earnings/(Loss) per ordinary share 

Earnings per ordinary share (excluding windfall tax and goodwill amortisation) 
Dividends per ordinary share 


Unaudited 
Half year to 
28 September 
1997 
£m 
1,185 
187 

_(33) 

154 

(38) 

(196) 

(80) 

_(59) 

(139) 

(12.5)p 

18 . 1 p 

9.0p 


FRS 9 ‘Associates and Joint \fentuits* has led to changes in presentation of both operating profit and interest costs; comparatives have been restated. 
The acquisition of Hast Midlands Electricity has resulted in a £10 million amortisation of goodwill charge against operating profits in 1998 due to the 
adoption of FRS 10 "Goodwill and Intangible Assets" 

The PowerGen 1998 Interim Dividend of lO.Op per share will be paid on 8 December 1998. The Scrip Dividend Plan will NOT apply to this Interim 
Dividend, and residual entitlements under the Flan will be paid to thxehalden with thdr Interim Dividend. Key dates-arr as follows: 


KEY DATES: 

23 November 1998 
26 November 1998 
8 December 1998 


PowerGen Shares begin to trade “ex dividend”. 

Shareholders on the register at close of business qualify for the 1998 Interim Dividend. 
Interim Dividend paid. 


POWERGEN 


The foil results may be seen on the PowerGen Internet web site at www.pgen.com 







STOCK MARKET 



Wassail stakebuilding 
puts Delta on bid alert 


ANDREW PARSONS 


THE board of Della has gone 
on bid alert with the shares rai¬ 
ding 7p to I40p. The move coin¬ 
cided with news that Wassail, 
up 2p to 233p, has acquired a 
735 per cent stake in Delta'S ri¬ 
val BICC. up 3p at 57p. 

Speculators say the stake- 
building by Wassail, capital¬ 
ised at £360 million, is the prel¬ 
ude to a full bid for the troubled 
cables and construction group, 
whose market value has 
shrunk to just £227 million. 

WestLB ftmmure, the bro¬ 
ker. snapped up 20 million 
BICC shares, or 5 per cent, to 
take Wassail’s total holding to 
30.9 million. BICC shares 
have slumped after successive 
profit warnings. They traded 
at 465p in 1994. 

Delta is in a similar position 
with tlie price having col¬ 
lapsed from 340p earlier this 
year after it reported heavy 
losses of £22 3 million. Brokers 
say a cut in the dividend is 
needed, but point out that the 
board can ill afford to do that 
without losing the support of 
shareholders and making it 
even more vulnerable ro an un¬ 
wanted bid. 

At these levels it is capital¬ 
ised at £209 million, almost 
half the value of TT. which is 
believed to have already built 
up a stake of about 1 per cent. 

As one broker said: "If Delta 
resists cutting the dividend, 
then the shares are worth buy¬ 
ing on yield grounds alone. If 
the dividend is cut. a bid is like¬ 
ly to be forthcoming." 

The rest of the London mar¬ 
ket showed surprising resil¬ 
ience. ft managed to close 
above its worst levels of the 
day with the help of opening 
gains on Wall Street 

Prices had been marked 
sharply lower at the outset in 
the face of losses overnight in 
New York and the Far East 
But selling pressure was mini¬ 
mal and the FTSE 100 index 
managed to reduce an early 
75-poiht deficit to close just 
27.8 down at 5.449.0. Trading 
conditions were again thin 
with total turnover" reaching 
814 million shares. 

Mansion's advanced IH;p to 
242fep awaiting possible terms 
from Wolverhampton & Dud¬ 
ley, 3p firmer at 421p. Brokers 
say the offer could be as high 
as 280p a share. Speculators 
are not ruling out the possibili¬ 
ty of an offer from Whitbread, 
down 8p at 782p. 

SIG. the subject of an abort¬ 
ed management buyout last 
month, rose I2^p to I46p. Bro- 



Tony IQsfey, chief executive, left and Charles Burdick, 
finance director, saw Tdewest up lp to 135p on reduced losses 


kers are still banking on a bid 
from rival Travis Perkins, Vrp 
lighter at 440'^p. 

Brokers reported heavy turn¬ 
over in Marks & Spencer 
with the price firming Ip to 
44Sp as more than 20 million 
shares changed hands. Bro¬ 
kers claim US investors are 
taking advantage of the weak¬ 
ness in the share price. 

A useful increase in turno¬ 


ver lifted Tdewest Ip to 135p. 
The telecoms group also re¬ 
ported a reduction in losses 
For the nine months from £225 
million to £200.1 million. The 
group now covers 5.9 million 
domestic and 400,000 busi¬ 
ness customers with both 
sides having shown strong 
growth. 

it did not take long for the 
bid for Heritage Bathrooms to 


OIL PRICE WHIPPED UP BY 
DESERT STORM 


FTSE 350 oil exploration 
& production Index 
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THE mounting tension 
over Iraq has provided the 
springboard for a long-over- 
due rally in the oi) price, al¬ 
beit a brief one. 

The price of Brent exude 
for January delivery 
touched $12.75, but remains 
still almost $6 below the lev¬ 
el it was trading at a year 
ago. Nevertheless it provid¬ 
ed some comfort for the oil 
companies, which have 
been grappling with falling 
demand and oversupply for 
some time. 

Moving against the gen¬ 
eral trend. BP rose 13hp to 


899£p. while Shell re¬ 
couped some of its losses fol¬ 
lowing results with a rise of 
llv+p to 354^p. Enterprise 
Oil also put on 20p at 359p, 
and Lasmo 5!*p to 173V6p. 

Even so, most of the com¬ 
panies are still trading way 
below their best levels of 
the year and brokers re¬ 
main sceptical that there 
will be any disruption to oil 
supplies, even if Iraq goes 
hade on its agreement 

John Toalster, at Soti£t6 
Gentrale, said it was a 
knee-jerk reaction that was 
unlikely to affect supplies. 
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materialise. The price dimbed 
16p to 2l2ttp as Masco, of Amer¬ 
ica. made an agreed bid of 220 p 
a share valuing the company at 
£403 million. 

Bid speculation continued to 
drive London Forfaiting high¬ 
er with the price ending lip bet¬ 
ter at 131p. City speculators 
say a bid of200pa share is be¬ 
ing lined up that would value 
the group at E209.56 million. 

Cirqnal was also being 
chased higher by the specula¬ 
tors who are banking on a bid 
from GKN, down 33p at 650p. 
Cirqual ended the session Zfcp 
dearer at 242Kp where it carries 
a price tag of £70.75 million. 

It does not look like being a 
merry Christmas for Bemrose 
.Corporation with the price 
plunging SOp to Z77ftp on the 
back of a profits warning. Fes¬ 
tive cheer has evaporated after 
the head of the group's US op¬ 
erations took his leave. It 
seems demand for the group's 
calendars and diaries has 
been weak. Pre-tax profits are 
now expected to come in 10 per 
cent below last year's outcome 
of £24.1 million. 

A profits warning also left 
United Overseas nursing a 
loss of I8^p at 27V:p. It says 
profits in the second half will 
not show the traditional in¬ 
crease over the first six months 
and blamed the difficult trad¬ 
ing environment 

Haden MacLcflan dropped 
22Kp to 59Kp after a profits 
warning. An upbeat trading 
statement Lifted Gearhouse 
Group 17Vip to 240p. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Further re¬ 
flection of the Bank of Eng¬ 
land’s bearish quarterly infla¬ 
tion report held back shorter- 
dated issues. It indicated that 
interest rates may not come 
down as fast as was first 
thought Dealers reported a 
further inversion of the yield 
curve as longer-dated issues 
lookup the running with guns 
stretching to more than £1. 

In the futures pit the Decem¬ 
ber series of the Jong gilt rose 
51p to £114.88 as the total 
number of contracts complet¬ 
ed reached 30.000. Among con¬ 
ventional issues Treasury 8 
per cent 202] rose £J35 to 
£14356, while in shorts Treas¬ 
ury 7 per cent 2002 firmed 8p 
to £105.79. 

□ NEW YORK: US blue 
chips were led higher as oil 
shares rallied on the bade of 
the standi-off between the US 
and Iraq. At midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
up 52-26 points to 8,876.08. 
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Alarm call 


RECESSION-SPOTTING is a fashionable 
sport. So it was ineiirable that once Sir R;rer 
Bonfield, chief executive of BT. mentioned the 
word “slowdown - *, even though he quickly 
offered assurance that there would be no 
bloodbath, headlines were guaranteed. The 
process intensified when Robert Brace. BTs 
finance director, traded GDP forecasts with 
Gordon Brown. The Chancellor. Mr Brace 
believes, is being too optimistic. 

The very‘mention of the word slowdown 
was probably enough on its own to account 
for much of"the 35p fall in the share price. 
There was also some profit-taking, combined 
with a realisation that Cable & Wireless might 
be better value. C&W's planned announce¬ 
ment next week of a strong push into continen¬ 
tal Europe and sharp aits in international call 
rates by Deutsche Telekom also emphasise 


the degree of competition that BT will face on 
its international travels. Through it all Sir 
Peter smiles amiably and says he loves compe¬ 
tition — it’s what business is all about. 

Indeed. BTs second-quarter results were 
respectable and Sir Peter's strategy seems to 
be roiling ahead smoothly. The AT&T joint 
venture is on track to' receive regulatory 
approval by July. New management at 
Cellnet is having a bracing effect on subscrib¬ 
er levels, although there is no sign of the Gov¬ 
ernment ever allowing BT to become a 100 per 
cent owner of the mobile telephone company. 

A short-term bounce back in the share price 
is now likely. More significant growth could 
take longer — until the evidence is in that £2 
billion a year investment in network upgrades 
and sophisticated plant really is calling up 
significant earnings growth- 


Ladbroke 

ON THE face of it, yester¬ 
day's third-quarter trading 
update from Ladbroke con¬ 
tained a number of negative 
factors — not least a £9 mil¬ 
lion hit because of the poor 
response from the public to 
its Vernons Easy Play game. 
And yet the shares jumped 
6£p to 23top. 

The simplest explanation 
must be a growing conviction 
that the group will recoup its 
outlay on Coral And don't for¬ 
get that although Peter Man- 
delson has insisted it be sold 
by April. Ladbroke will have 
owned Coral through one of 
the golden periods of book¬ 
making, when the World Cup 
provided record business. 

There is also a feeling that 
the sharp cut in Ladbroke's 
share price from a high of 
360p in June was harsh. 
Much of this was based on a 
predicted collapse of the hotel 


business, yet it has only been 
in the past few weeks that 
there has been any signifi¬ 
cant sign of softening after 
years of strong growth. 

Although the trend in the 
UK is now dearly down, the 
key revenue per available 
room statistic is still 6 per 
cent up. a performance the re¬ 
tail sector would kill for. And 
while the likes of Asia. Egypt 


and Kenya are ail struggling, 
continental Europe and the 
Americas are doing well. 

Sarah Ellis, at Dresdoer 
Klein wort Benson, is forecast¬ 
ing earnings per share of 
I7.4p. rising to 18Sp in 1999 af¬ 
ter stripping out Coral. That 
puts the shares on a forward 
multiple of just 12. If any reces¬ 
sion is short lived. Ladbroke is 
well-placed to emerge strongly 



PowerGen 

POWERGEN has served its 
investors well in recent 
months. Since buying East 
Midlands Electricity it has 
fulfilled its ambition of both 
generating and selling elec¬ 
tricity — giving double expo¬ 
sure to a reliable market and 
making the company even 
more of a safe haven. 

This is why, over August 
and September, its shares out¬ 
performed the market by 40 
per cent. But now that the 
stock marker is recovering, 
do the shares still deserve to 
enjoy a rating of 13 rimes fore¬ 
cast earnings? 

Perhaps. PowerGen is still 
a shelter from an economic 
downturn as well as from a 
stock market crash. Its prof¬ 
its are easy to predict because 
they are regulated, and be¬ 
cause electricity demand is 
usually stable. 

As the £30 million cost sav¬ 
ings of the East Midlands 
deal start to come through, it 
will be able to afford more 


generous dividend payments 
tiian any other utility. 

But it is still threatening to 
do something exciting, like 
spend £1 billion in Australia. 
A duff deal could shoot down 
its rating, and such heavy 
overseas exposure could 
wreck its attraction as a dull 
but protected UK stock. 

Having shot up by almost 
10 per cent in recent weeks, 
the shares have managed a 
convincing performance, that 
is unlikely to be repeated for 
some time. Take profits. 

ED&F Man 

THE profit figures released 
by ED&F Man. which show 
a rather banal 9.6 per cent de¬ 
cline, hide a complex mixture 
of fortunes. 

The company is still best 
known for its agricultural 
product commodity trading, 
but saw profits virtually dis¬ 
appear there in the first half 
as the Asian and Russian cri¬ 
ses walloped demand. It went 
from profit to loss in sugar, 
molasses and alcohol, and 


the division as a whole was 
saved from the red ink only 
by an increase in profits in co¬ 
coa and coffee. 

Meanwhile, profits at its oth¬ 
er division. financial services, 
went in the opposite direc¬ 
tion. more than doubling 
first-half earnings. 

The disparate figures cer¬ 
tainly serve to justify the man¬ 
agement's resistance to sug¬ 
gestions that it should de¬ 
merge the two divisions. . 

But what is most striking 
about this set of figures is 
that the real star of all ED&F 
Man's financial service opera¬ 
tions is its asset management 
arm. Despite all the disasters 
befalling hedge funds, it has 
managed to triple profits in 
the first half, putting the in¬ 
crease down to a “conserva¬ 
tive money management" ap¬ 
proach. 

The company is a rather 
odd risky mix of businesses, 
but the management’s ability 
to squeeze profits out of diffi¬ 
cult markets makes the 
shares worth holding. 
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_J*r , WIt ^ 1 of derision by business 
unforam^fe^ 

“ rf Go^nmem. They implyprSi 
cation over firm dedsion-mafiL. ™~ r 
shuffling over commined action. 8 ^ 

h.,SL? I lf S i a5 i? me sur P rise » find that 
business is leading a campaign 10 re- 

pneve at least one of thesTS for<£ 

tPSSSS^ d ?2K e * wSE 

of British Industry is 
appathng to the Treasury fo extend the 

S^The rSIfh Fu ? an “ Initiative ask 
fe V doubts that the 

0^^™ 10 
die Paymaster 
£?pn ^ uhim *teiy responsible for 
■ v2’, th ? s demand is something of a 
mixed blessing. The fan that business feels 
that at least one task force is actually doing 
the job it was entrusted with is certainly 
Battering. However, if the PF 1 task force 
™d «en completely successful, the Treas¬ 
ury would be able to announce its dissolu¬ 
tion with great fanfare. Mr Robinson has. 
m classic Govemmem fashion, passed on 


Unfinished business for PFI task force 


the problem for the moment and invited 
Sir Malavn Bates, chairman or ftari 
Group. io conduct a second review. 

There is little doubt that, rather like Mr 
Robinson himself, the PFI is now becom¬ 
ing an established part of the Treasury 
landscape after a rather bumpy start. The 
early PFI projects met with profound pub¬ 
lic and private sector cynicism. The pri¬ 
vate sector found the process cumbersome 
and costly, with apparently limited finan¬ 
cial gains in the longer term. The public 
sector lacked the requisite commercial 
skills to bring projects to completion and. 
in many cases, remained culturally at 
odds with the whole concept. 

The task force, which has attempted to 
streamline the bidding process as well as 
target priority projects, has helped to 
make PFI deals viable. The Government 
has signed a respectable £4 billion worth 
of deals during the past 18 months, it is 
hoping gently to accelerate this pace of 
activity to meet the £11 billion target figure 
outlined by Gordon Brown in last week's 



pre-Budget report Yet the PFI 
could be set to play on even 
more pivotal role in the next 
few years. The Chancellor has 
made great play of his plans to 
increase spending on public in¬ 
frastructure while keeping a 
tight rein on the overall budget¬ 
ary position. This has left the 
Treasury with little room to ma¬ 
noeuvre, and the Government 
may be forced to mm increas¬ 
ingly to the PFI as a means of 
reamtiling its commitments 

with the sharp economic slowdown expect¬ 
ed by all but the Bank and the Treasury. 

This means the Mark tl Bates review 
will have to tackle not only the existing 
problems but how the PFI. and the broad¬ 
er public/private partnership range of 
projects, can be expanded into new areas. 



The Govemmem is especially 
keen to introduce the PFI more 
widely into the local authority 
sector, viewing PFI projects as a 
potential solution to the under¬ 
funding of Britain's crumbling 
state housing infrastructure. 

This kind of rollout plan is 
likely only to exaggerate the 
impact of the remaining prob¬ 
lems with the PFI The CBI is 
not yet convinced that an the 
Civil Services are equipped to 
handle complex PFI projects 
and wants to see the task force continue in 
its role as a resource cemre until every 
department is up to scratch. Ensuring 
that the hundreds of local authorities ac¬ 
quire the necessary skills is likely to prove 
an even more time-consuming project. 

The rather uneasy relationship with 


public sector unions involved in PFI 
projects could be brought to a head the 
expansion into the local authority sector. 
77* Treasury appears to have headed off 
the immediate problem by its announce¬ 
ment last month that unions will be con¬ 
sulted during the PFI bidding procedure, 
although they will have no right of veto. 

However, it was dear at the TUC Con¬ 
gress that it is the blue-collar unions such 
as Unison — which remain powerful at 
council level — that are most opposed to 
the “back door privatisation” of the PFI. 
Jimmy Knapp’s RMT rail union also ap¬ 
pears to be gearing up for a fight over the 

plans for London Underground, which 
will represent the first significant chal¬ 
lenge to a PFI project and could harden 
tite attitudes of other unions. 

The Treasury has also not entirely dis¬ 
pelled lingering doubts about the financial 
treatment of PFI projects. Earlier in the au¬ 
tumn the Government finally signed a 
truce with the Accountancy Standards 
Board over the balance sheet treatment of 


PFIl 

er guidelines will have little maierial im- 
pact However, todays report that the Gov¬ 
ernment's efforts to keep its financial sup¬ 
port for the Channel Tunnel Rail Link off 
the Treasury balance sheet shows that 
some funding issues remain unresolved. 

Maurice Fitzpatrick, a partner at the 
accountancy firm Chamrey Vellacott. has 
pointed out that many PR-funded infra¬ 
structure projects will prove more expen¬ 
sive over the longer term because the 
private sector Mil demand a rate of return 
significantly higher than the interest rate 
levels available on government borrow¬ 
ing in the gflt market Unless the Treas¬ 
ury casts aside some of the commercial 
secrecy that surrounds PFI deals and 
reveals a dear breakdown of the relative 
costs of new projects, the suspicion that 
the PR is simply a balance sheet wheeze 
is likely to persist. 

The PH task force has proved that it is 
much more than a talking shop over the 
past IS months. Yet for all the progress that 
has been made in turning the PFI into a via¬ 
ble option for public infostructure invest¬ 
ment, large hurdles still remain. Mr Robin¬ 
son should late the bullet and give a 
slimmed-down task force an extended term 
to chat some more about the problems. 


The transatlantic banana split 
that risks a world trade war 


• ft 


Carl Mortished 
reports on the 
unlikely source 
of a looming 
global crisis 
over exports 


T he price of bananas is 
going up. Hurricane 
Mitch has cut a swath 
through the vast central Amer¬ 
ican plantations operated by 
US fruit multinationals. The 
cyclone has ripped out plants 
-and damaged infrastructure. 
Some 70 per cent of Honduras' 
agriculture has been wiped 
oul It will take years to restore 
production to normal levels 
and the shortfall should lead 
to hefty price increases. 

Weather and markets are 
uncontrollable and farmers 
must live with the consequenc¬ 
es. But bananas are becoming 
expensive in more insidious 
ways. Far from the wreckage 
in the Honduran jungle, peo¬ 
ple in plush offices in Washing¬ 
ton, Brussels and Geneva are 
plotting a trade war. 

The baffle is over European 
restrictions on the import of 
Latin American bananas, so- 
called “dollar bananas”. Eu¬ 
rope operates a preferential re¬ 
gime for bananas produced in 
African and Caribbean coun¬ 
tries, mainly former colonies 
of Britain and France. Latin 
American producers and the 
US fruit combines. Dole and 
Chiquita Brands, have cried 
foul. This week the US Govern¬ 
ment produced a shopping list 
of European exports, ranging 
from tweed jackets to French 
wine which would be ham¬ 
mered with 100 per cent tariffs 
if the EU failed to reform its ba¬ 
nana regime. 

Indignant cries from the re¬ 
spective US and EU trade liti¬ 
gators, Charlene Barshefsfcy 
and Sir Leon Brittan are now 
becoming shrill. Positions 
have become entrenched and 
officials in the World Trade Or¬ 
ganisation in Geneva worry 
that trade doors may slam 
shut as the world teeters cm 
the edge of recession. 

Alarmist? After all. bananas 
are of marginal interest to 
most people. True, farmers in 



A banana ratter on one of Chuprita's plantations in Costa Rica. Chiquita has lobbied against the ElTs trade regime 


producing countries depend 
on them for a living; for many 
Caribbean countries, preferen¬ 
tial access to EU markets is 
critical as small island produc¬ 
ers cannot hope to compete on 
cost with the vast Central 
American plantations. In the 
West Indies the prospect of a 
flood of Chiquita or Dole pro¬ 
duce is terrifying. 

But why should Washing¬ 
ton bang the free trade drum 
over bananas when the US is 
not an exporter? The fruit 
multinationals could proride 
one answer. Chiquita Brands 
already supplies bananas in 
huge quantities to Germany 
and Sweden where consumers 
prefer the long thin dollar bar 
nan as to the shorter, fatter, 
sweeter Caribbean variety. 

Chiquita has lobbied for ac¬ 
tion against Europe. Carl Lind¬ 
ner. its president made a 
large contribution to the Dem¬ 
ocratic Party, a fact frequently 
alluded to by EU officials. 

The company is no stranger 
to controversy. Chiquila’s regu¬ 
latory filings reveal that the it 


was notified in April that it 
was being investigated by die 
US Securities & Exchange 
Commission over compliance 
with the Foreign and Corrupt 
Practices Act. in particular re¬ 
garding illegal payments to 
foreign officials and the keep¬ 
ing of fair and accurate books. 
The company was told by the 
SEC that its investigation. 
should not be construed that a 
violation occurred. 

S ince then. Chiquita has 
been paid $10 million ($6 
million) in compensation 
by The Cincinatti Enquirer, 
for an article alleging that 
Chiquita was involvra in dubi¬ 
ous business practices in Cen¬ 
tral America including bribery 
and the use of life-threatening 
pesticides. The journalist 
pleaded guilty to charges of 
theft of voicemail and the par 
per published a full retraction. 

Whatever the power and in¬ 
fluence of Dole and Chiquita, 
the US would hardly risk a 
trade war with Europe, just 
over bananas. Brussels says 


the shopping list of European 
exports threatened with sanc¬ 
tions amounts to £1 billion. 
Jacques Santer. EU Commis¬ 
sion President, has written to 
President Bill Cbntoru warn¬ 
ing him not to make “a grave 
poetical misjudgmenr and 
threatening to start proceed¬ 
ings at the WTO if the threat of 
tariffs is not lifted. 

It is not just bananas that 
are at issue. Washington is an¬ 
gry because it befietes that the 
WTO is toothless and Europe 
is failing to follow the rule 
book. The US has already won 
two legal baffles with Europe 
in the WTO without obtaining 
a remedy. Washington trade 
negotiators are waving judg¬ 
ments in the air and demand¬ 
ing redress. Potential trade dis¬ 
putes are spreading like dry 
rot in the framework of world 
trade and Washington wants 
a system that does not just arbi¬ 
trate but one that enforces. 

A year ago a WTO appellate 
body ruled that die Eli's ba¬ 
nana quotas and licensing re¬ 
gime were inconsistent with 


WTO rules and this year the 
US wot an important victory 
against the Brussels ban on 
US beef hormones. Both cases 
allowed the EU 15 months to 
comply—in the case of banan¬ 
as this runs out in January. 

However, Washington be¬ 
lieves the reformed EU regime 
— increased quotas and chang¬ 
es to licensing — also fails to 
comply. The US side request¬ 
ed an expedited review of the 
new regime with the same pan¬ 
ellists that ruled last time. 
Brussels refused saying that 
any US objection must begin 
again from scratch — a proc¬ 
ess that could take over a year. 

WTO insiders note that no 
trade dispute has yet gone this 
far with one side threatening 
unilateral retaliation and the 
other refusing to use WTO set¬ 
tlement procedures. 

Also telling is the failure by 
botit sides to allow WTO proce¬ 
dures to follow their natural 

course. A settlement system 
does exist Were the EU to al¬ 
low the panellists to rule on 
the reformed banana regime. 


City limits 


TODAY Buckingham Palace 
will give more details of the'vis¬ 
it by the Queen and the Duke 
of Edinburgh to the City on 
Wednesday. I notice, however, 
an odd quirk in the proposed 
itinerary. It is either a reflec¬ 
tion of how widely the finan¬ 
cial community has spread or 
some peculiar royal fondness 
for sitting in traffic jams, 
because only half her destina¬ 
tions are actually in the City. 

Merrill Lynch is just outside 
the boundary. The Financial 
Services Authority «s. ?n 
Qmary Wharf. Electra is m 
Kingsway and the Financial 



on their computers 


Times, where the royal party 
will take hunch, is the wrong 
side of Southwark Bridge. 

One date is securely in the 
Square Mile, though. Lord 
Levene of Fortsoken. who 
takes over as Lord Mayor 
tomorrow, is meeting the 
Queen at his workplace. Bank¬ 
ers Trust, rather than any¬ 
where grander, such as Guild¬ 
hall or Mansion House. 

Equally in keeping with the 
mood of the times, there will 
be no ceremony and no fancy 
robes. Business suit and tie is 
the order of the day. For 
Levene. that is. 

INDUSTRIAL espionageat 
Canary Wharf? Jte Tde- 
eraph has banned distribu¬ 
tion of the new weekly tabloid. 
The Wharf, because it is pro¬ 
duced by its neighbour, the 
Mirror Group. L 

Delivering the freesheet, says 
pan Coulson. the Telegraph s 
chief executive, allows the 
Mirrorfolk the opportunity to 
ferret out the papers secrets. 

Security is a concern. Wire 
not happy about [ he £™pect 

ofneople coming in from out¬ 
side on a regular basis .” 

For some reason his concerns 
are not shared by Canary 
Wharfs other 

include CSFB. Ogihy « Math- 



the Pacific Rim to study busi¬ 
ness there. 

“It will be an icon of capital¬ 
ism within a communist re¬ 
gime,” says Philip Vale of Dur¬ 
ham University. I wonder 
what those communists made 
of Durham, which in my day 
was terribly ra-ra and green 
wellies. There was even a club 
devoted to beagling, an un¬ 
speakably cruel sport where 
you take the dogs out into the 
country and make them 
smoke cigarettes. 


er and the Financial Services 
Authority. All, one would have 
thought ', with plenty of secrets 
to keep to themselves. 


Well red 

FORGET Harvard, France* 
Insead or the London Busi¬ 
ness School, the place for the 
business leaders of tomorrow 
to study for their MBAs will be 

Hanoi. (Which I will always 
associate with Jane Fonda, but 
that's my age. I suppose). 

There is a delegation from 
the National Economics 
University in Hanoi over at 
Durham University Business 
School gaining tips on bow to 
design an MBA course. 
According to Vu Thanh Hung, 
the head of the management 
department they want to 
attract students from all over 


ALL that money spent on mar¬ 
ble, and the fire alarm plays 
up. The European Bank of 
Reconstruction and Develop¬ 
ment opened for business 
again yesterday, having lost 
half a day’s trading on 
Wednesday. The techies were 
busy overhauling the fire 
alarm software when someone 
elsewhere set off a smoke 
alarm. 

As the main alarm had been 
switched off. the entire 
building had to be evacuated 
from lunchtime onwards. 
Staff milling about in Bisk- 
opsgate were finally told by 
loudhailer to go home. 


Livingstone. So a business¬ 
man, well-known, tough, ideal¬ 
ly with no obvious party politi¬ 
cal allegiances and with solid 
London roots. Who better than 
Alan Sugar? 

I ring to pledge my support 
for his campaign. He is in Ja¬ 
pan, but I ask one of his chaps 
what are the chances that he 
can be persuaded to run. “I 
think zero. He doesn’t live in 
London. He’s got no business 
in Condon, unless you count 
Tottenham Hotspur. And he’s 
got enough on his plate.” 

Such defeatism. It was Plato. 
I think, who said that the de¬ 
sire for political office should 
automatically disqualify the 
candidate from holding it So 
Sugar is pre-eminently quali¬ 
fied. Sugar for Mayor! 

Martin Waller 


Sweet talk 

IT IS generally agreed that it 
would be better to have a busi¬ 
nessman as the new Mayor of 
London than some awful politi¬ 
cal placeman. Or, for different 
reasons. Jeffrey Archer or Ken 



an answer would be available 
within three months. If the 
WTO panel found in favour of 
America, the US could take 
the matter to the WTO dispute 
settlement body and request re¬ 
taliation against Europe. Such 
authority can only be refused 
by unanimous agreement of 
the body (which includes the 
US) and an arbitrator decides 
the quantum of damages. 

The parties must then agree 
which goods will suffer die 
penalty of import duties. Thai 
opens the door for a colossal 
row not just between govern¬ 
ments but with domestic ex¬ 
porters. French wine makers 
and Scotch whisky producers 
will not take kindly to being 
sacrificed for the take of ba¬ 
nana growers in Trinidad. 

A s one trade expert re¬ 
marked: “The guy who 
makes that decision 
had better get someone else to 
switch an his car engine in the 
morning." 

The stand-off indicates dear¬ 
ly that ndthex side is ready to 
go down such a perilous road. 
Bui unless Brussels and Wash¬ 
ington can cobble together a 
compromise they may forced 
into a round of unsavoury 
horse-trading at die WTO 
headquarters in Geneva. 

The banana war is a test 
case of Europe and America's 
commitment to the settlement 
procedures they created. Pres¬ 
sure is mounting on the Clin¬ 
ton Administration to do same- 


and semiconductors. 

The US criticises Europe for 
not opening its doors wide 
enough to help embattled 
Asian countries trade their 
way back to solvency. Brussels 
says Europe is importing 
more Asian steel than the US. 

These are the real baffles to 
come. If Brussels and Wash¬ 
ington cannot agree on banan¬ 
as, heaven help us. 


Web of policy 
queries fails to 
entangle Eddie 


F or “Steady Eddie” it was 
a chance to prove that, 
despite all the recent criti¬ 
cism, he is still the people’s cen¬ 
tral banker. 

Eddie George yesterday opt¬ 
ed to become the first Gover¬ 
nor of the Bank of England to 
subnut himself to trial by Inter¬ 
net. going live online to an¬ 
swer questions from small 
businessmen and women 
from across the country. 

The question and answer 
session, which took place on 
the Department of and Trade 
and Industry's small business 
website, was billed as a chance 
to quiz Mr George about the 
single currency. 

However, die participants 
could not resist grilling the 
Governor over interest rates, 
the pound, and his apparent 
gaffe over unemployment in 
the North East being a neces¬ 
sary price for curbing inflation 
in toe South. Mr George insist¬ 
ed that the point he was mak¬ 
ing about unemployment was 
that monetary polity could not 
be used to “address different 
levels of unemployment”. 

“What we are trying to do en¬ 
sure that over time unemploy¬ 
ment is as low as it can be giv¬ 
en die productive capacity of 
the economy.” he wrote. 

The Governor carefully side¬ 
stepped a swipe from one par¬ 


ticipant who accused the Bank 
of having “destroyed the econo¬ 
my" with its interest rate poli¬ 
cy. Mr George responded that 
an economy that has been 
growing at an average of 3 per 
cent for five years and with un¬ 
employment at its lowest lev¬ 
els for IS years could hardly be 
described as “destroyed”. 

However, the Governor em¬ 
phasised that he was well 
aware that some sectors of the 
economy “have been particu¬ 
larly severely hir, but the 
Bank was restricted in what it 
could do to help. 

“If inflation were allowed to 
take off. we would not avoid 
the slowdown, we would just 
arrive later.” he wrote. 

The Governor also assured 
another questioner that the 
Bank was in touch with the 
rest of the country through its 
regional agents, non-executive 
court members and the regu¬ 
lar visits of MPC members. 

Around 7.000 people logged 
an to view the question and an¬ 
swer session with about 100 
questions submitted during 
the one hour interview. 

Oh. and Mr George, who is 
described as an “infrequent” 
Internet user, admitted that he 
takes the “Steady Eddie” nick¬ 
name as a compliment 

Alasdair Murray 



Eddie George meets die people in cyberspace 


Alan Sugar needs spurring 
on to be mayor of London 


Mortgages 

NOTICE or INTEREST RATE VARIATION" 

The following interest rates for mortgages 
provided by Banking Direct, a Division of Bank of 
Scotland, will apply with effect from 1st November 
1998 for both new and existing borrowers. 

Banking Direct Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 8.69% per annum . 

Centrebank Mortgage Rate 
(Variable) 8.69% per annum. 

Stabilised Charging Rate 
8.99% per annum. 

Adaptable Mortgage Plan Charging 
Rate 8.85% per annum. 

Banking Direct Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 9.19% per annum. 

Centrebank Mortgage Rate Plus 
(Variable) 9.19% per annum. 

Home Loan Rate 
8.69% per annum. 


BANK OF SCOTLAND® 

BANKING DIRECT. EDINBURGH EH12 9DR 

Bank of Scotland and €§$■ are registered trademarks of 
The Governor and Company of the Bank of Scotland. Bank of Scotland subscribes to 
The Banking Code (1997) and adheres to The Code of Mortgage Lending Practice. 
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Resilient performance by equities 

TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
die previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/earnings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Heritage 
acquired 
by Masco 

America's Masco is taking 
ovwH^tage Bathrooms for 
E40J million. Masco's offer of 
220 p a share has airSdy 
soured acceptances in resoett 
of 50.15 per cent of the UK 
company. The terms repre¬ 
sent a 443 per cent premium 
to the price at which the 
shares traded before bid talks 
were made public earlier this 
month. In its last financial 
year Heritage earned pre-tax 
profits of £4.78 million on 
sales of £22 million. 

P31ar plan 

PHlar Property, the property 
investment and development 
groupi has joined London 
Transport to submit a plan¬ 
ning proposal for the £65 
million redevelopment of the 
site surrounding Fulham 
Broadway Underground sta¬ 
tion. The proposal includes 
shops, a supermarket restau¬ 
rants; a 12-screen cinema com¬ 
plex and a health club. 

Dennis wins orders 

Dennis, the vehicle man¬ 
ufacturer acquired by May¬ 
flower Corporation earlier 
this month, has won orders 
for new buses worth £40 mil¬ 
lion from New World First 
Bus, of Hong Kong. It was 
also announced that Steve 
Burton has resigned as chief 
executive. Brendan Geary, 
finance director, will leave the 
company in February, when 
the bead office is due to dose. 

Po Na Na ahead 

Po Na Na Group, which runs 
a chain of bars, yesterday an¬ 
nounced pre-tax profit of 
£710356, for the six months to 
September 27. compared with 
£336304 last time. Earnings 
per share were 3.1Ip 0.47p). 
The company began the year 
with 15 bars, spread across the 
country, and plans to have 24 
bars by the end of the year. 

Naafi dividend up 

NaafL the Navy. Army, Air 
Force Institutes, yesterday 
announced a profit of £7.9 
million for the year ending 
May 2, up from £53 million 
last time. Owned mutually by 
Armed Forces personnel and 
providing retail and leisure 
facilities, it returned an 
increased dividend of £2.9 
million (£25 million). 


Acquisitive 
Bank of 
Ireland to 
splash out 


By Caroline Merrell 


THE Bank of Ireland, which 
owns the Bristol & West, 
plans to spend up to E70Q mil¬ 
lion on buying another UK 
bank or building society. 

The bank's announcement 
came as it revealed that inter¬ 
im pre-tax profits before ex¬ 
ceptional items had risen by 
34 per cent from Jr£250 mil¬ 
lion (£227 million) to lr£334 
million. Exceptional items 
boosted the profits to IrE507 
million. These included the 
lr£l72.4 million from the sale 
of the group’s 235 per cent 
shareholding in the Citizens 
Financial Group. 

Paul D'Alton, the group's 
financial officer, said that 
the bank had managed to in¬ 
crease its profits over the six- 
month period, in contrast to 
some of the other banks, 
because it was not exposed to 
emerging markets, nor did it 
have any exposure to hedge 
funds. 

Mr D'Alton said: "We oper¬ 
ate a low-risk business.” He 
added that the bank was not 


interested in buying a life 
insurance company, but is 
instead keeping an eye on the 
UK building society sector. 
He added: “We are not in any 
hurry to make a purchase." 

The West Bromwich. Port- 
man and Cheshire arc within 
the price range of the Bank of 
Ireland. However, all three 
societies claim that they are 
keen to remain mutual. 

Mr D'Alton said that the 
group was particularly 
pleased with the results gen¬ 
erated by the Bristol & West, 
which was bought by the 
Bank or Ireland last year. 
The Bristol & West contribut¬ 
ed £765 million to total prof¬ 
its. He said that the former 
building society's share of 
new lending had increased in 
spite of increased competition 
in the lending market. 

The group pointed out that 
it has spent a total of £28.7 
million on the Year 2000 
project and the single curren¬ 
cy. The bank is paying an 
interim dividend of 93p. 



Mark Newman, left with Keith Atkinson. Lonrho Africa's finance director, yesterday 

Lonrho Africa resists coup 


BOARD members of Lonrho 
Africa have hit back at the at¬ 
tempts by Blakeney, the asset 
management group, to oust 
the Africa specialist’s chair¬ 
man. Bernard Asher, and two 
other nonexecutive directors, 
Stephen Walls and Michael 
Wilson (Jason Niss6 writes). 

Blakeney yesterday posted 
a letter to shareholders calling 
for an extraordinary general 
meeting to replace the three 


directors with three of its own 
appointees. 

A compromise deal was 
rejected by Lonrho Africa 
because it would have created 
an executive committee, half 
of whose members would 
have been Blakeney nomi¬ 
nees. Lonrho Africa said this 
would have been control by 
the back door. 

Mark Newman. Lonrho 
Africa's chief executive, said 


yesterday that the company 
had rejected Blakeney’s plans 
because “the existing board 
has the right strategy and the 
right directors for the future 
of Lonrho Africa”. 

He added that links be¬ 
tween Blakeney’s nominees 
and two other groups operat¬ 
ing in the continent — Africa 
Lakes and Africa Plantations 
—meant th^ had a conflict of 
interest with Lonrho Africa. 


Telewest sales rise 
under new chief 


Asset management 
boosts ED&F Man 


TELEWEST, the cable television giant 
that recently hired Tony lllsley, the 
former Walkers Crisps supremo, as its 
chief executive, yesterday revealed a 
small fall in year-on-year third-quarter 
losses from £91 million to £85 million 
(Chris Ayres writes). 

The group, which recently merged 
with General Cable and increased its 
stake in Birmingham Cable to 72 per 
cent saw a 38 per cent rise in sales from 
£100 million to £138 million. Losses per 
share fell from 0.09p to 0.05p. Debt at 
the end of the quarter was £2 billion. 


Telewest saw cable television custom¬ 
ers increase by 16 per cent during the 
quarter to675.000. with average month¬ 
ly spend per customer falling slightly 
to £23. Residential telephone custom¬ 
ers. meanwhile, rose 15 per cent to 
876,000, with average monthly spend 
per line again falling slightly to £19. 

Mr Olsley said: “We believe our 
combination of local access, national 
network and broadband capacity posi¬ 
tions us well to meet the rapidly grow¬ 
ing demand for business services, espe¬ 
cially the higher-margin products 


A STRONG performance by the asset 
management business of ED&F Man, 
the commodities and financial services 
group, offset a collapse in profits at its 
commodity trading arm (Sarah 
Cunningham writes). 

Underlying pre-tax profit in the six 
months to September rose by 39 per 
cent from E39.7 per cent to £553 million. 
Earnings per share rose from 10.4p to 
15.4p and the company is paying an 
interim dividend of 4p. 

Collapsing demand in the Far East 
and Russian markets led to a pre-tax 


loss in sugar of £3.6 million compared 
with profits of £73 million last year. 
Molasses and alcohol made a pre-tax 
loss of £3.6 million compared with a £3 
million profit Cocoa, coffee and edible 
nuts increased profits from £6.6 mil¬ 
lion to £7.9 milium. 

By contrast Man Investment Prod¬ 
ucts made a profit of £453 million, up 
from £15 million. The strong level of 
fund performance generated substan¬ 
tial performance-related fee income. 

Tempos, page 30 
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Warning issued by 
Haden MacLellan 

SHARES of Haden MacLellan Fell 22'ip to 591-ip yesterday 
after tire engineering company gave warning of the adverse 
impact of a marked slowdown in the automotive industry. 
The company said that although it had made a promising 
start to the second half, the fourth quarter had "shown a 
rapid deterioration across most geographical markets, partic¬ 
ularly in the auiomothv sector". 

The market slowdown had led to delays in contracts for 
Haden MacLdlan’s process engineering division. It also had 
an impact on the group’s fasteners and industrial services 
businesses in the UK. As a result, second-half profits were 
unlikely to match those of the first half, the company said 
yesierday. In September the group had reported pre-tax prof¬ 
its before exceptional items of £7 million in the six months to 
June 30. Yesterday's warning also affected other auto- 
component manufacturers. Shares in GKN fell back 3!p to 
dose at 652p. T1 Group dropped 17p to 336p and LucasVariiy 
weakened llhp to I90 v jp. 

Staveley in demerger 

STAVELEY INDUSTRIES is to proceed with plans to 
demerge its support services division and British Salt, with 
detailed proposals that are likely to be put to shareholders by 
July 1999. The company, which has already undergone exten¬ 
sive restructuring, yesierday reported a 37 per cent rise in pre¬ 
tax profits to £63 million in the six months to September 26. 
Earnings rose to4.1p a share from 2.9p. The imerim dividend 
is held at 25p a share. 

Bandt climbs by 50% 

BANDT, a provider of scaffolding and other industrial 
services, said that a good overall trading performance for 
the six months to October 4 generated a 50 per cent increase 
in pre-tax profit to £4 million. Turnover was £39.48 million, 
up from £38.89 million for the corresponding period in the 
previous year. Earnings per share were 2-6p. compared 
with l.Sp, and the company declared an interim dividend of 
05p. up from 0.4p. 

Greycoat biding time 

GREYCOAT, the properly company, reported first-half pre-tax 
profits unchanged at £5.6 million, but said it was well placed to 
take advantage of a growing shortage of prime office space in 
Central London. The company is a partner in a consortium 
that acquired the International Financial Centre, formerly the 
NatWest Tower, for £226 million in August Greycoat does not 
pay an interim dividend but said it expects to lift the total 
dividend to I.9p a share from 15p for the year to March 31. 

Lynx leaps ahead 

LYNX GROUP, the computer services company, lifted pre-tax 
profits to £1335 million from E9.8 million in the year to Sep¬ 
tember 30 on turnover that rose 50 per cent to £180.9 million. 
Earnings per share rose ti*8-67p from 633p. A final dividend 
of 1.7p lifts the total to235p (2p). Stewart Douglas-Mann, who 
succeeded Roger Pinnington as chairman in August, said the 
markets in which Lynx operates continue to offer substantial 
opportunities for growth. The shares fell li/ip to 184p. 
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CABLE & WIRELESS 


Celebrated in print, on film and even in song, 
highways are part of America’s culture. 

This, year we acquired one of the biggest 
SuperHighways In the USA. 

We now own and operate one of the 
world’s premier Internet networks with the 
ability to offer our customers not just the 
latest in communications, but the future of ■ 


communications. 

It's for innovations like this that we created 
Cable & Wireless Global Businesses. 

A genuine response to our customers' needs, 
it means we can deliver the world-wide reach 
they demand and guarantee network reliability. 
Cable & Wireless is one of the world% largest 
carriers of internatkmal traffic. ... 

We want to lead the World in interfaced 
communications. ... - 
If anyone can do it Cable&Wlf8&s can. 

And will. 

^ . • otJ For the Global Calling Card 

.thaxleayou call thhWbrid,call us. 

FreeCafl 0500 100 505 .: • 

www.cablewireless.com 
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We are pleased to announce that following 
completion of the refurbishment and extension 
of our premises, we are once more fully open. 

A comprehensive range of both new and second-hand 
guns and rifles is on display, together with exclusive 
shooting clothing and accessories. 

Open Monday to Friday 9.30am until 530pm. 

Late evening - Thursdays. 

Saturday lO.OOam until 5.00pm. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 
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I t’s not that I'm superstitious 

fiSS? 1 ? 8 ' Fridav ^ Thir * 

Jus u another dale, 
mate. OK. I might set off for work 
an hour or two early, but only as a 
precaution. Skipping round those 
trades in the pavement is very 
time-consuming, you know - not 
to say downright embarrassing for 
aman of advancing years and evtr- 
balloonmg torso. 

Then there's the problem of the 
black cats and the ladders. No 
point m taking chances. Not with 
Uranus in the ascendant and Lhe 
tea-leaves inscrutable. 

But otherwise it wilt be business 
as usual. A quick half-hour nip 
through the horoscopes, an infor¬ 
mal departmental seance and 
blood-sacrifice, a little light palm¬ 
reading — then straight down to 
work. Just a normal day. 

Mind you. I do have a soft spot 
for that oft-used but litile-consid- 
ered phrase, “don’t push your 
luck". Macbeth. Othello, Don Gio¬ 
vanni and virtually every other 
doomed protagonist in Western 


Fingers crossed, we’ll get through today 


drama all pushed iheir luck, and 
look where it got them. 

In Tact the subject of luck-push¬ 
ing obsessed the great dramatists 
and composers. True, some pul for¬ 
ward the wildly optimistic view 
that man can control his own desti¬ 
ny. Beethoven’s fifth Symphony, 
for instance, is generally reckoned 
to be a brilliant depiction of the hu¬ 
man spirit .emerging triumphant 
over a malevolent Fate. That is 
why the fifth acquired such signifi¬ 
cance in the war against Hitler. 

Similarly, if in less exalted vein. 
Sky Masterson challenges luck to 
"be a lady tonight" in Guys and 
Dolls — and wins the heart of his 
Salvation Army lass with a single 
audacious throw of the dice. Just 
like real life. I don’t think. 

But the usual view of la forza del 
destino in great tragedy is much 
gloomier. Anything that can go 


wrong will go wrong. Who dares 
never wins. The bolder the deed, 
the nastier the outcome. 

It's a bit depressing, but it does 
ring true. Just think how often a 
modem hero pushes his luck and 
ends up ruined. The glamorous 
British actor, on the verge of super- 
stardom. really does risk every¬ 
thing for a quickie with a Sunset 
Boulevard tart. The Cabinet minis¬ 
ter really does find himself compro¬ 
mised in a park. The extravagantly 
handsome footballer really does 
lash out stupidly in front of a bil¬ 
lion TV viewers. 

You could say it is "bad luck" 
thar these idols gel caught in the 
act. But that view won't cut any ice 
with most dramatists. Their atti¬ 
tude is that your character defines 
the son of mess you get into. When 
Clint Eastwood says “do you feel 
lucky, punk?" to the baddie cring- 
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mg before his Magnum 44, you 
know that luck actually has noth¬ 
ing to do with iL The baddie is fac¬ 
ing retribution because his charac¬ 
ter has serious flaws. 

Of course the “fate factor” in 
plays and especially operas is often 


thought hopelessly implausible. 
Those babies swapped at birth, 
those mislaid handkerchiefs, those 
ridiculous masked balls in which a 
husband allegedly cant recognise 
his own wife ... to many people 
they seem incredible — contrary to 
all rational observation. 

I take the opposite view. The 
trouble with most things you see in 
the theatre is that they are all too 
rational, because the author usual¬ 
ly has a philosophy of life to put 
across, and is manipulating the 
plot like crazy to justify his view. 

Whereas what's baffling about 
ordinary life is the way that hap¬ 
penstance — or fate, if you like — 
kicks us for no reason at all. You 
haven’t slept with your Mum. You 
haven't stabbed any Scottish kings. 
You haven’t pinched any gold from 
the Rhine, or run off with Helen of 
Tray. In short, you’ve missed out 


on all the fun bits of tragedy, and 
jumped straight to the divine-retri¬ 
bution part. The car has conked 
out. your toddler has put his foot 
through the patio door, your molar 
aches, and you lose your wallet ail 
on the same day. Who’s punishing 
you, and why? 

S erious art rarely captures 
this helplessness — ordinary 
folk struggling with the hap¬ 
hazard micro-disasters of our daily 
grind. That is because most genius¬ 
es are incapable of comprehending 
mediocrity. Samuel Beckett came 
dose, in a pretentious son of way. 
So did John Cage, whose most fa¬ 
mous composition — four minutes 
and 33 seconds of total silence — 
pithily defined human existence as 
a tfrnespan containing absolutely 
nothing of interest. 

And, strangely enough, the fly- 


on-the-wall “docu-dramas" that 
are now so ubiquitous on television 
are useful in this context too. I used 
to hate them, believing that they 
turned us all into mocking vo¬ 
yeurs. Now 1 realise that we love 
Hotel or Airport or The House not 
only because we enjoy a laugh at 
someone else’s expense, but be¬ 
cause they hold up a mirror to our 
own impotent rage when the fates 
buffet us unfairly. 

Wouldn’t life be sweeter if luck 
played no pan — if people pros¬ 
pered or declined in absolute pro¬ 
portion to their talents and efforts? 
Don't be daft. It would be unbeara¬ 
ble. Imagine reading about some 
brilliant former classmate who has 
gone on to da world-class medical 
research, marry some gorgeous 
pouting creature, and make a pack¬ 
et from astute investment — and 
not being able to dismiss him with 
a lofty "he got a few lucky breaks". 
Unthinkable. We may feel that fate 
treats us badly, but boy, it makes a 
damn good excuse for failure. We 
all need one of them now and then. 


ENO’s unkind cuts 

D id you know that Basil’s Cathedral scene to 
there was a tradi- avoid repetition. The Kromy 
non of rhyming Forest Jesuits don’t make a lot 
slang in Russia? of sense without the Polish 


D id you know that 
there was a tradi¬ 
tion of rhyming 
slang in Russia? 
Nor did I, but this became 
plain given what Della Jones's 
feisty Hostess of the Inn was 
up to while singing her song 
about a duck. What might 
have happened if the Tsarevi- 
ch had been given his song 
about a parrot beggars the im¬ 
agination, but he isn't in the 
ENO’s rather peculiar confla¬ 
tion of Mussorgsky's two 
main versions of the soore. 

It seems that die original 
idea was to perform the sec¬ 
ond, complete with the Polish 
acts, a good idea since audienc¬ 
es here haven’t seen it since the 
days of the Tarkovsky produc¬ 
tion at Covent Garden, but the 
Polish acts involve more sing¬ 
ers. dancers and a change of 
decor, and times is hard. So 
we get basically the seven- 
scene original with the Kromy 
Forest Revolution tacked on at 
the end, which involves remov¬ 
ing the guts — ie. the Simple¬ 
ton’s Lament — from the St 


Basil's Cathedral scene to 
avoid repetition. The Kromy 
Forest Jesuits don't make a lot 
of sense without the Polish 
acts, either. Budgetary con¬ 
straint is all the rage nowa¬ 
days. but it is good to be re¬ 
minded every now and then of 
the losses involved. 

Still, all the ingredients for a 
really good Boris are here, but 
they didn't quite cohere into 
the expected knockout show 
on Wednesday and it's hard to 
say why. The good things first 
The ENO chorus was on stun¬ 
ning form, and one of the direc¬ 
tor Francesca ZambeDo’S 
greatest strengths is her han¬ 
dling of crowds: the fluidity of 
mass movement had through¬ 
out a thrilling epic dimension. 
And everyone sang the Uoyd- 
Jones translation with great 
care, none more so than John 
Connell’s sonorous Pimen. 
rather vital since his role in¬ 
volves long narrations. The 
same was true of Robert 
Tears aft-smiling Shuisky, an 
absolutely chilling perform¬ 
ance. most beautifully sung. 



- Time-travelling is also all 
the rage nowadays. Hildegard 
Bechtler'S set is abstract, aus¬ 
tere but helpfully adaptable 
under Wolfgang Gobbel’s 
lighting. Nicky Gillibrand’s 
costumes range from men in 
suits to near-traditional peas¬ 
ant garb. Yes. the action is 
timeless, and there is another 
Boris in the Kremlin today. 
There is a television monitor 
on which the people watch his 
coronation. The Tsar is 
wheeled about in a Boris-mo¬ 
bile. There are ten suited heav¬ 
ies with batons who beat peo¬ 
ple up. regularly. The ending 
is almost too pat the Pretend¬ 
er (John Daszak. very good) en¬ 
ters in triumph in the same 
Boris-mobile with the same 
heavies. Er. yes. 

What of the protagonist? 


John Tomlinson — whore 
Boris is inevitably associated 
with another flawed ruler. Wo- 
tan — is in fine, smooth voice, 
phrasing the music as expres¬ 
sively as he projects the text. 
His journey from snazzy, grey- 
suited executive to cheerful 
family man to amsdence- 
stricken autocrat in traditional 
Russian shirt and fur is, at 
each stage, splendidly vivid 
but as yet doesnt quite hang to¬ 
gether his spectacular .col¬ 
lapse in the Study Scene is in 
no sense prepared for — it 
comes as a shock, and it 
shouldn't It was here, too, 
that Paul Daniel, in an other¬ 
wise carefully paced perform¬ 
ance. pushed ahead a little too 
fiercely, and Boris's solo be¬ 
came a very externalised interi¬ 
or monologue. The epic dimen¬ 
sion so evident in the public 
scenes went missing. 

This could be a production 
that develops from perform¬ 
ance to performance. Well 
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RODNEY MJLNES A whole less than its parts: despite John Tomlinson’s fine; smooth voice. ENO’s Boris Godunov failed to gel property 
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■ POP PROFILE 

Indestructible Metallica 


ARTS 


■ LIVE GIG 

Hats off to Garth Brooks 


Tea and sympathy 


for the devil? 


T his time lasr year, 
when Q magazine de¬ 
cided to tackle the per¬ 
ennial question of ex- 
actly who is “the biggest band 
in the world", few casual ob¬ 
servers would have tipped Me¬ 
tallica for a place in the Top 
Five. But after a mass of statis¬ 
tical data — including CD and 
conceit ticket sales, airplay 
and other media exposure — 
was collected and compared, 
there they were, just ahead of 
the Rolling Stones and not far 
behind Oasis, U2 and the inevi¬ 
table top dogs, the Spice Girls. 

In Britain the very idea of lo¬ 
cating Metallica among such 
mainstream, company seems 
faintly ridiculous. To the 
group’s fans they are demi¬ 
gods. but among the broad 
mass of non-initiates there re¬ 
mains a lingering image of 
long-haired buffoons in scro¬ 
tum-squeezing trousers crank¬ 
ing out an unlovely brand of 
ubcrmensch-rock at ear-threat¬ 
ening volume. 

“In certain places — Eng¬ 
land, Germany. Japan — Me¬ 
tallica still have this heavy met¬ 
al tag." says the band's drum¬ 
mer. Lars Ulrich. “But in 
America we Ye just regarded 
as a rock band alongside 
R.E.M., U2, Beck, Courtney 
Love and whoever.” 

Ulrich, who is dressed and 
groomed casually but neatly, 
sits cross-legged amid the dis¬ 
creet opulence of a suite in 
ClaridgeS. where he and gui¬ 
tarist Kirk Hammett are stay¬ 
ing. Unfortunately. Hammett 
is in the early throes of what is 


Stes 

’ " 1 ft' ■ 




What’s a nice thrash metal monster 
like Lars Ulrich doing in a posh place 
like this? David Sinclair finds out 


later diagnosed as appendici¬ 
tis and cannot attend the inter¬ 
view. But Ulrich, who co¬ 
founded Metallica with singer 
and guitarist James Hetfield 
in San Francisco 17 years ago, 
has plenty to say. 

•The difference between 
hard rock and most other sorts 

of music is that for _ 

the fans it becomes 
part of an all-en- 6 H 
compassing life- 1 

style," he says. . 

“But I cant live my lOU 
life according to 
what they want thlr 
from me." 

Anyone expect- , 

mg to be confront- UtvXJ 

ed by the flailing, 
bare-torsoed am- mrtr 
mal who has 111U1 

bludgeoned his o ■» 

massive Tama dou- a. Clj 

ble-bass drum kh 
on the biggest stag¬ 
es in the world would be disa¬ 
bused of the idea within min- 


6 The 
touring 
thing is 
becoming 
more like 
a chore 9 


maintains a keen interest in 
keeping fit Metallica always 
stay at the best hotels, and 
when in London Ulrich usual¬ 
ly pays a visit to Christie’s auc¬ 
tion house in search of paint¬ 
ings to add to his collection of 
20th-century art The past 
five years I’ve calmed down a 
lot,” he says. “In¬ 
stead of keeping up 
ip with everything 

that's happening in 
the rode world I'm 
Hg content just to put 

on a John Coltrane 
f jq CD and kick back. 

> 10 Metallica are still 

• fun, but it's no tang¬ 
ling er a matter of life 

and death.” 

Ijlrp Such a sanguine 
attitude is in sharp 
• contrast to the early 

re ' days of Metallica, 

_____ when the group’s 

fervour knew no 
bounds. By combining authen¬ 
tic metal thunder with the 


utes of meeting Ulrich in per- coolest of punk attitude, they 
son. In real life, the Danish- virtually invented the searing 


born musician is dearly a 
man of wealth and taste, 
whose lifestyle could not be fur¬ 
ther removed from that of the 


beayy rock hybrid known as 
speed or thrash metal. When I 
first saw them, at London's 
Marquee dub in 1984, they 


stereotypical headbanger. The played with raw, minimalist 
son of the former tennis pro zeal and at such a speed and 


Torben Ulrich, he has inherit¬ 
ed a naturally athletic phy¬ 
sique. and at the age of 34 


volume that the performance 
verged on caricature: the Ra- 
mones of heavy metal. . 



“We could never draw a line 
between Iron Maiden, Mo- 
tdrhead. Venom, die Anti-No- 
where League, Discharge and 
the Sex Pistols to say where it 
stopped being heavy metal 
and started becoming punk,” 
Ulrich says. “We were turned 
on by the energy and attitude 
of punk, but we were also into 
the craft of songwriting and 
playing our instruments well “ 

Metallka’s forthcoming dou¬ 
ble-album, Garage Inc. is in 
part a celebration of an even 
earlier era in the group's devel¬ 
opment, when their set would, 
routinely incorporate cover 
versions of their favourite art¬ 
ists' songs. 

It features every cover ver¬ 
sion the band lias ever re¬ 
leased (16 in all), together with 
11 hastily assembled new re¬ 
cordings of songs previously 
committed to disc by other art¬ 
ists. Inducted are several num¬ 
bers by Motrahead and Dia¬ 
mond Head (the two key influ¬ 
ences on Metallica), along 
with songs from such varied 
sources as Budgie, Discharge. 
Black Sabbath, Killing Joke, 
Lynyrd Skynyrd, the Anti-No- 
where League, Blue Oyster 
Cult. Thin Lizzy. Bob Seger, 
Nick Cave and Queen. 





A high percentage of 
the songs are by Eng¬ 
lish acts, a reflection 
of Ulrich's and net- 
field's early fasdnatian with 
the so-called New Wave Of 
British Heavy MetaL This hec¬ 
tic and short-lived scene, 
which blossomed at the turn of 
the 1980s, is described by Da¬ 
vid Fridce in his impressively 
researched liner notes to Ga¬ 
rage Inc as “a fan-driven back¬ 
lash to the platinum-rock aris¬ 
tocracy and the hokey gran¬ 
deur of arena-show culture". 

But aren’t Metallica in 1996 
as much a part of the “plati¬ 
num-rock aristocracy" as any 
of the bands they once railed 
against? “I wouldn't deny that 
or try to talk my way out ofit," 
Ulrich says, somewhat halting¬ 
ly. “But we’ve always kept the 
creative side as pure as we 
can. We follow our creative in¬ 
stincts wherever they take us, 
and I feel as if this record defi¬ 
nitely marks the aid of a chap- 


. 


Yes, it is Metaffica*s Lars Ulrich proving as adept with china as he is with Us twin bass drums 


ter. The process is due for a 
shake-up.” 

Having worked together for 
17 years. Ulrich and Hetfield 
both became fathers for the 
first time within seven weeks 
of each other tins summer 
and, while he claims that fa¬ 
therhood hasn’t affected his 
thinking about the band as 
yet. Ulrich seems to be in a 
mood for reassess ing his prior¬ 
ities. ‘The touring thing is be¬ 
coming more like a chore and 


sometimes I get very de¬ 
pressed just thinking about be¬ 
ing on the road for long peri¬ 
ods of time. And. as time goes 
by, playing the drums is less 
and less interesting to me. 1 
have a drumkit set up at my 
house and I have to force my¬ 
self to go in there sometimes." 


So are Metallica the last 
great Monsters Of Rock? 
“Probably,” Ulrich says. “Is 
that evasive enough? To be 
honest it's hard for me to take 
a passionate stand one way or 
the other.” 

• Garage Inc is released by Verti¬ 
go/ Mercury on Nov 23 


Hands 
of gold 


BRAD MEHLDAU 

Songs: The Art of 
the Trio . Vol. 3 
(Warner Bros. 9362-47051-2) 
THOSE unable to get to see 
American pianist Brad 
Mehldau’s solo performance 
tomorrow at the Purcell Room 
might console themselves with 
this, the third of his Art of the 
Trio recordings, featuring 
bassist Larry Grenadier and 
drummer Jorge Rossy. 

Mehldau’s classical training 
shows in his extraordinary sen¬ 
sitivity to nuance and subtle¬ 
ties of colouration, but his im- 
provisational gift is what has 
led such luminaries as Pat 
Metheny and Charlie Haden 


JAZZ ALBUMS 


to rave about him. Here. 
Mehidau intersperses luxuri¬ 
antly slow standards with his 
own intense, quirky composi¬ 
tions to produce a series of 
slow-building, meditative ex¬ 
plorations packed with musi¬ 
cal wit and controlled drama. 
This elegant album can only 
enhance his already enviable 
reputation. 

THE REMOTE VIEWERS 
Low Shapes in Dark Heat 
(Leo Lab CD 049) 

THE Remote Viewers — so- 
prano/alto player Adrian 
Northover. altoist Louise 
Petts. tenor and synth player 
Dave Petts — are the three sax¬ 
ophonists from B Shops for 
the Poor, so those familiar 
with the parent group's blend 
of fierce improvisation and 
close-harmony regimentation 
will immediately recognise the 
trio's overall sound. 

Their material, however—a 
mix of distinctive originals, 
many sounding like escapes 
from a lost soundtrack to Me¬ 
tropolis, and visits to Sun Ra's 
Astro Black, the theme to the 
TV series Callan and an affect¬ 
ing version of It was a Very 
Good Year — is more wide- 
ranging than B Shops’. It all 
constitutes not only an absorb¬ 
ing set in its own right, but 
also a useful introduction to 
the work of the larger unit. 

Chris Parker 


Big, big country 


T he money-making jug¬ 
gernaut that is the 
Garth Brooks enter¬ 
tainment phenomenon last 
made a passing stop on main¬ 
land Britain around 1994, 
when the best-selling record¬ 
ing artist of the 1990s played to 
a Wembley Arena crowd that 
wore its cowboy hats with 
pride. 

Then the juggernaut roared 
off again, and Brooks went 
about the business of amass¬ 
ing his almost unbelievable 
US album sales of 82 million. 
As Brooks prepares for next 
Monday's release of his Dou¬ 
ble live album, his British 
fans seem to have been written 
out of the spectacular equa¬ 
tion. But his Irish followers 
are in the thick of it and glory¬ 
ing in the compliment. 

On Wednesday evening at 
the Kings Hall Brooks played 
the first of the five Belfast 
shows with which he is con¬ 
cluding a tour that has thrown 
concert history into the statisti¬ 
cal blender. Over a 32-month 
period, he has played 347 
shows In 99 cities to five mil¬ 
lion people. 

But if the statistics suggest 
that Brooks has become a one- 
man industry, that is to under¬ 
play his primary talent as an 
unparalleled communicator. 


LIVE GIG 


At his afternoon press confer¬ 
ence he explained that, as in 
all previous 99 ports of call, TV 
crews would not have access to 
his show as their sound would 
not represent his performance 
in its best light There spoke 
the single-minded business¬ 
man. but on to the stage came 
the consummate populist en¬ 
tertainer. and Belfast loved 
every moment 
The 7,500 sell-out crowd 
knew every word, every note 
that the ever-humble Garth 
and his band served up, and 
most of those by Trisha Year- 
wood. who not only provided 
distinguished support but du¬ 
elled with Brooks. The high¬ 
lights of a show that took coun¬ 
try, pop and gospel to the 
masses included Friends in 
Low Places and If Tomorrow 
Never Comes, for which the 
lighters came out in force. To 
call this irresistible burlesque. 
more than mere country is not ’ 
to question its lineage: 
Brookes comes from the heart¬ 
land of American show busi¬ 
ness that defies such categori¬ 
sation, and it’s hats off to him 
for it 


Paul Sexton 
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11 POP ALBUMS 

Jewel sparkles with Spirit 


ARTS 


■ POP OPINION 

Who really has the power? 


A gem, plain and supple Geri an< ? the 
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NEW POP ALBUMS 


JEWEL 

Spirit 

(Atlantic 7567*82950 £14.99) 
THERE are moments when 
listening to Spirit, the follow, 
up to Jewel's ten million-sell¬ 
ing debut. Pieces of You. that 
you realise where everyone 

else has been going wrong. 

Recent albums by Alanis 
Monssene. Ton Anios. Ma¬ 
donna and even Joni Mitchell 
have made heavy work of the 
vogue for turning self-ajialysis 
into song. But the 24-year-old 
Alaskan star converts her 
most personal feelings into 
words and music of much 
greater emotional resonance 
than her singer-songwriter 
Confreres simply by having 
the good sense to keep her ma¬ 
terial focused on the basics. 
What's Simple is True — a 
pretty, folk-based tune with a 
lyric that speaks in a universal 
language — could well be the 
album’s manifesto. 

. There is. too. the engaging 
sense of an artist who is pre¬ 
pared to seek solutions to the 
worries of her world instead of 
merely cataloguing them. The 
religious undercurrents of 
songs such as Hands, Inno¬ 
cence Maintained and Life 
Uncommon will not be to 
everyone's liking. “To be for¬ 
given we must first believe in 
sin," she sternly notes. But her 
constant cry of optimism in 
the face of adversity is a wel¬ 
come antidote to the spiritual 
malaise that nowadays seems 
to be the norm. 

• Quite apart from the purity 
and depth of Jewel’s vision, 
though. Spirit is about the 
pleasure of hearing an una¬ 
dorned, bell-like voice in the 
service of good songs. 

SEAL 

Human Being 
(Warner Bros 
9362-46828 £14.99) 

YOU wouldn’t guess it to 
judge from his media profile 
here, but Seal's last album 
sold five million copies. 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from die Times Music 
Shop oa 0345 023498 


700.00U of them in Britain. He 
was. however, sidelined by 
Britpop and has now chosen to 
sign direct to his record label 
in America, where he has pros¬ 
pered for years. 

Ironically, though. Seal's 
third album. Human Being . 
marks something of a return 
io the cosmopolitan streel-lcv- 
el influences acquired during 
his rime spent growing up in 
London. Partly, one suspects, 
this is a result of the artist claw¬ 
ing back a measure of control 
from his longstanding produc¬ 
er. Trevor Horn. Whereas 
Horn has tended to over-egg 
the production, numbers such 
as Latest Craze, with its 
twitehy electro-funk rhythm 
track, and the moody State of 
Grace, a slow, trip hop-type 
shuffle, are given a more root- 
sy. less Baroque treatment 
than in (he past. 

Relieved of some of the clut¬ 
ter. Seal’s husky voioe has 
room to stretch and breathe, 
marvellously so on Lost My 
Faith, and goes sailing into a 
seriously haunted upper regis¬ 
ter during the mysterious Stitl 
Love Remains. 

WHITNEY HOUSTON 
My Love is Your Love 
(Arista 07822 19037 El4.99) 
“WHITNEY, like you Ye never 
heard her before!" proclaims 
the slicker on My Love is Your 
Love, the first full-length, non¬ 
soundtrack album from rite 
soul diva in eight years. 

And it is indeed an eye-open¬ 
ing set of tough, modem R&B 
songs which, for the most part, 
sound quite unlike the soggy 
power ballads for which she is 
best known. Partly this is due 
to Houston's less dewy-eyed 
approach to life in general, but 
mostly it is thanks to her and 
executive producer Clive Dav¬ 
is's judicious choice of produc¬ 
ers and writers, including 
such happening figures as 
Missy Elliott, Faith Evans. 
Wy clef Jean and the super-tal¬ 
ented 19-year-old writer/pro¬ 
ducer Rodney Jerkins. 

Too bad then that the first 
single is When You Believe, an 
untypically simple-minded 
duet with Mariah .Carey, 
which sends out ail the wrong 
signals:- 
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On Spirit, Jewel shows the likes of Alanis. Tori, Madonna and Joni how to bane your soul and retain your credibility 


£-17 

Resurrection 
(Telstar TCD3015 £1199) 

IN ATTEMPTING to make 
the transition from boy band 
pin-ups to credible, grown-up 
artists, the former East 17 have 
made an album of surprising¬ 
ly plausible R&B songs inter¬ 
spersed with sultry soul bal¬ 
lads. 

Brian Harvey has a supple 
-voice, and over the course of13 ' 


numbers the three lads pull it 
off more often than not The 
one serious shortcoming re¬ 
mains their lyrics which, apart 
from some cheeky incursions 
into R. Kelly territory f’Betcha 
cant stop thinking “bout my 
love rock") generally express 
little beyond the blandest and 
most predictable of romantic 
sentiments. 

Davto Sinclxir 


TOP 10 ALBUMS 


X (2) Hie Bm* of 1880-1990 & B-SMos __ 

2 (3) 

3 f-) Ladles 3 GestieoMO — The Bast of 

4 (13) The Seat of-. —. 
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. 1_U2 (Island) 

_Oasts (Creation) 

.Genga Michael (Epic) 
_M People (M People} 
bie Williams (Chrysafe) 


pacemakers 

Former Spice Girls — in fact, all 
pop stars — just don’t figure among 
the nations movers and shakers 
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D id anyone see that ter¬ 
rifying list of wrong¬ 
ness. The Power 300, 
published in TTie Observer, 
which purported to be a defini¬ 
tive list of who wields the real 
power in Britain as we slouch 
towards the millennium? Ac¬ 
cording to the list, the former 
Spice Girl Geri Halliwell is 
tne lllch most powerful person 
in Britain. Actually. Geri must 
be feeling her Girl Power is 
waning, compared with Noel 
Gallagher who — at No 49 — 
is deemed to be more impc- 
tarn than the Pope. 

Other questiona¬ 
ble power-rankings 
came in the form of 
Richard Ashcroft, 
lead singer of the 
Verve, at No 273, and 
George Michael, 
lead singer of George 
Michael, at 210. The 
former is a greasy- 
haired boy with CAT 
limbs like a knotted 
piece of string, and MO 
the latter wields so 
much power than when he at¬ 
tempted to regain the copy¬ 
right of his own songs, he was 
beaten in - court by Sony 
Records (the chairman of 
which pops up at a mere 272). 

Of course, these lists are 
compiled with a populist spin. 
At the beginning of their delib- 
erations, the Power 300 panel 
discounted all members of the 
military, regulators and quan¬ 
go heads, ostensibly to reveal 
those with "serious purchase 
on the levers of power", but in 
reality, one suspects, to re¬ 
place endless pictures of fat 
goatish sixtysomething Ox- 
bridgians with people we actu¬ 
ally recognise: The other fac¬ 
tor is the makeup of the Pow¬ 
er 300 panel itself. While Lord 
Hattersley and the chairman 
of. Barclays Bank took care of 
the political and financial 
worlds, the panel member in 
charge of popular culture was 
Kate Thornton, who presents 
Top of the Pops every third’ 
- course, 1 may have 


CAITLIN 

MORAN 


underestimated the amount of 
pop knowledge possessed by 
someone who stands around 
shouting. "And now. Chert”. 
Actuary, no I haven’t — the 
woman knows absolutely 
knack-all. 

The amount of power wield¬ 
ed by pop icons has always 
been hysterically miscalculat¬ 
ed. lti generally supposed 
that anyone who can persuade 
20 million people to buy their 
album — as is the case with 
Noe! Gallagher — is on a par 
with the chairman of Marks & 
Spencer (No IQ. re¬ 
sponsible for a 
card.v that sells a 
similar amount. But 
it ainT so — M&S 
works out what the 
market wants, de¬ 
signs by top-quality 
committee, expen¬ 
sively think-ranks 
until the wee small 
LIN hours and then mar¬ 
kets with astonish- 
►AN precision. Musi¬ 
cians. on the other 
hand, get drunk and fall into a 
song. Selling shed-loads of 
your ‘‘accident" does not mark 
you out as a financial vision¬ 
ary: in the best possible sense, 
musicians don't know what 
they're doing. 


N a the people who real¬ 
ly have their hands 
on the levers of power 
are, as always, public school- 
educated white men in their fif¬ 
ties and sixties, who prove 
their power daily by not hav¬ 
ing to tour Austria, sing "Hap¬ 
py Birthday" to Prince 
Charles, or have kids shout 
"Your last album was knack¬ 
ers" at them in the street 
Those who seek to “elevate" 
artists by ascribing power to 
them cripple the very thing 
that makes artists artists: they 
doit because it is beautiful, not 
because it is dever or right or 
important. If they start chas¬ 
ing songs - in order to become 
• powerful/ 1 we're all .going to 
• hell in a handcart 
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■ LISTINGS 

Royal Ballet in Belfast 


RECOMMENDED THIS WEEKEND 


Gukto to arts and artaiMm n ent compiled by Merit Hargta 


LONDON 

SOUTH BANK MIX: A heady biend at 
fizz and ctassfcaUa on ollor hem Bus 

nookend. Tomorrow (Fwjtlvai Hal. 

730pm) Christoph won Dohndnyi 
conducts a concert perfam w nca by 
Bra Pt W ha m ronla Orchestra at Afean 
Berg's Expressionist Opera Vkxz&>. 
On Sunday (Queen Btzabetfr Hafl. 
5pm) Django Batts ptays ihe key¬ 
board wBhtts band Human Chain for 
ghe ftst date of a UK tour. 

B« Office; (0171-960 42«Z).® 


SHANG-ArLANG; Three 40-yeer-old 
girts dm to revive their lusttU schoot- 
-days at a Glam Rock revival MBm 
Bradweil directs a new play by the 
always shrewd Catharine Johnson. 
Bush, W12 (0101-743 3388). Opens 
tonight. 7pm. 

STRAVINSKY STAGE WORK& 
Michael TBson Thomas conducts the 
London Symphony OrctwE&a and 
Chorus In the conducting concert to 
this rrtrvsartes. On the programme 
are The Woof Spring and his ’melo¬ 
drama" lor chorus, speaker and 
orchestra. Persephone 
Barbtcon (0171-638 8831}. Sunday, 
7.30pm. jg 

ST CEaUATTOE: This week-long 
(ntematiorto fesSvto to music opera 
vrth a concert by the Baroque 
snsambts Rori MuetcaH playtrg 
music by Bach snd HandsI. 
Stationers' HaU (01327 361380). 
Sunday. 8 -30pm lor 7pm. 

ELSEWHERE 

BO-FAST: The Royal Baht makes 
its Aral ever visit here with a season 
featuring too exciting programmes : 
Kenneth MacMRan's sumpmus three- 
actar Maion foUowed by a triple bi of 
works by Frederick Ashton. 


«** 

' ray 

Django Bates starts a 
British tour in the QEH 

Grand Opera House (01232 
241919}. Opera lotugM. 7.45pm. 8 

BIRMINGHAM: The viotinistTaamin 
Little and the viola player Lars Anders 
Tomter join the Cfty of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra end Choir in 
Oefus's Double Concerto and 
Tippers A CWd Of Out Time. 
Symphony Hafl (0121-2123333). 
Tomorrow, 7.30pm. 8 

GLASGOW: Matthias Bamert reruns 
Jo conduct the Royal Scottish Natio¬ 
nal Orchestra in Martim/a Oboe 
Concerto. Richard Strauss's Dan 
Juan, a recent work by MctaM Tories 
and SibeBus'a First Symphony. 

Royal Concert Hal 70141-2875511). 
Tomorrow. 7JOpm. 8 


NEW WEST END SHOWS 


Jeremy Kingston's choice of theatre showing In London 
■ House fun. returns only H Some scots available □ Seats at all prices 


□ CRIMES OF THE HEART: 

Amanda Boxer plays one of the three 
a ste rn m Beth Harney's PuRtzer 
Prtzenirmlng family drama, revived by 
DaM&man. 

King’s Head(0171^28 1816). 

□ ECSTASY: Revival of eoty Mfce 
Leigh play selin afObun bedsit 
Arts Theatre (0171-836 2132). 

□ HALF MOON: Set in a FKzrovia 
pub during the FaMends war. Jack 
Shep- herd's new play looks at what 
hap- pens to pacifists and disseraera 
when the test of society wants to fight 

Southwark Playhouse (0171-620 
3494). 

■ MUCH ADO ABOUT EVERY¬ 
THING-Jaclde Mason's new one- 
man show brings a sharp eye and a 
cutting longue (o (he current scene. 
Playhouse (0171-839 4401). 8 

□ GUIDING STAR: Jonathan 
Kmvey’s FfiDsborough a ftermath play, 
premiered in Liverpool, comes to the 
National. 

Cotteskm (0171-462 3000). fi 


□ LOVE UPON THE THRONE: The 
National Theatre o( Brent takes us 
tfvou^r the courtship of Chaa and DL 
Intensely comical and touching. 
Comedy (0171-368 1731). 

□ THE SCHOOL FOR SCANDAL 
Desmond DonneOan's highly 
successful production, set backstage 
In front ol a royal personage. With 
Emma FiekSng. Cefia imris. Matthew 
Macbdyen. Quick transfer from 
Stratford Cor a short run here. 
Barbican (0171-638 8891). 0 

■SIMPLY BARBRA: Homage to La 
Streisand by New Yorker specialist 
Steven Brinberg, who looks and 
wxsids remarkably Eke the famous 
tody, 

Jtonyn Street (0171-287 2875). 

B THE INVENTION OF LOVE: John 
Wood plays the aged A.E. Kouemsn 
twitting his early self in Tom 
Stoppard’s gfittenng piay. West End 
transfer for Richard Eyre’s National 
Theatre production. 

Theatre Royal, He ym a rtrat (0171-930 
880(48 


FILMS ON GENERAL RELEASE 


Geoff Brown's choice of the latest movies 


NEW RELEASES 

BLADE (58): Extravagant jumble d 
horror fantasy, fun lor a tins, with 
Wesley Snipes as the varnprre-hum- 
ing action hero from Ihe pages o( 
Marvel Comics. With Stephen Dorft. 
Director, Stephen Norringttn. 

FEAR AMI LOATHING M LAS 
VEGAS (18): Terry GOEam's 
Indigestible and wearisome version ol 
Hunter S. Thompson's novel about a 
]oumaBst on a drugs binga in I97i. 
WBh JcJhnny Depp. 

HENRY FOOL (18): Uncouth 
vsffibond shakes up dyriuncdonal 
New Jaraey fornfly- Wtamaical spfc 
from Hal Hartley, with some great 
moments. With Thornes Jay Ryan, 
James Urtrante*. and Parker Posey. 

HOPE FLOATS (PG): Can Sandra 
Brtiock survive the coftapse of her 
marriage? Do we care? Predictable 
'drama, with Harry Comtek Jr, 
INSOMNIA (15): Homicide cop with 
frayed nerves Mae to solve a teenage 
gifs murder, demand atmospheric 
Norwegian thrfltar. With Steflan 
Standard: dtector, ErtrSkJold- 

LEFT LUGGAGE (PG): Superficial 
and unbelievable eframa about 
comkig to terms with the Holo caus t 


Lours Fraser. mtacasL stare. Dvected 
by actor Jeroen Krafibft. 

THE ODD COUPLE (I (15): Atftoy 
amusing but ui necessary sequel 
with Waiter Matthau and Jack Lam- 
mon as the mtamaiched pan-reuntted 
for a famiy wadrfrng. Written by Nefl 
Simon, directed by Howard Deuttor. 

CURRENT 

ANTZ (PG): Neurabc ant bids himsetf 
a war hero. Ingarious computer- 
gen e rate d arwnatton. matched to the 
votees of Woody Allen. Sharon Stone 
and Sylvester Stalone. 

MY NAME IS JOE (15): Reformed 
Glasgow ateohofle begins an 
awkward romance with a healthcare 
worker. Impassioned marvel from 
tftector Kan Loach. With Peter MuSan 
and Loire GoodaH. 

SNAKE EYES (15): Nicolas Cage's 
corrupt homicklB cop is laced wBh a 
political assassins Hon Absurd tftritor 
with lots of technical razztodazzte 
from drector Brian De Pafcna. 

PRIMARY COLORS (IQ: John 
Travofta's Presidential candidate runs 
teto sex scandals. Vdry polished 
pafloca/ asm, outset kiped by recent 
events. With Emma Thompson. 
Drector. Mice Nichols. 


_ ARTS _ PameKi 

Mum’s the sad word 


I f the exiled Soho Theatre 
can offer an evening as 
nourishing as this after 
seven days' rehearsal, 
my critical stomach feels decid¬ 
edly hungry for next autumn, 
when it plans to move into its 
new home in Dean Street and 
hone its work more thorough¬ 
ly than is possible when it is 
staging five plays in just four 
weeks. Certainly Abigail Mor¬ 
ris. who is the director of the 
company as well as of this par¬ 
ticular production, should con¬ 
sider including Amanda Whit¬ 
tington's Be My Baby in her 
opening season! Even if Elean¬ 
or Bran, Diana Quick and the 
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■ MUSIC 

Dame Kiri in fitful form 

vord IS? 

MA RILYN KINGWILL 

grazes 

K iri Te Kanawa can fill 
the Albert Hall and 
even provide a little 



rest of an excellent cast axe off 
making trillion-dollar movies 
or performing lead roles for 
the RSC. the play should not 
be allowed to become another 
forgotten fringe statistic. 

[f one wished to carp, rare 
might complain that the sort 
of mother-and-baby home 
shown here cannot exist any 
more, even in the more puri¬ 
tan readies of northern Eng¬ 
land. Young pregnant ^omen 
are no longer dressed in green 
pinnies, required to sing 
hymns after a day of domestic 
chores, or. 1 would like to be¬ 
lieve, forasd at emotional gun¬ 
point to give up their infants 
for adoption. But 1965. when 
the play occurs, is not so far 
from us. The sodal attitudes it 
shows cannot all have evapo¬ 
rated in a magic burst of post- 
Diana togetherness .or spuri¬ 
ous Blairite warmth. Only the 
self-destructive forget their his¬ 
tory, especially their recent his¬ 
tory- 

Moreover, Whittington does 
plenty to answer such objec- 




Baby minders: Diana Quick (Mrs Adams) and Eleanor Bron (the matron) star in Amanda Whittington’s touching play 


tions. Maybe Quick’s pursed, 
prissy Mrs Adams, who has 
somehow concealed her 
daughters pregnancy from 
her husband and is prepared 
to sacrifice a grandchild rath¬ 
er than risk moral untidiness 
in her orderly home, seems a 
bit of a caricature in these toler¬ 
ant times. But Eleanor Bron. 
playing the matron, is any¬ 
thing but She makes you feel 
the regret, the rueful worldly 
wisdom of a woman who has 
reason to know that, were 


these girls to take their babies 
into the world outside, the re¬ 
sult would most likely tie ostra¬ 
cism and disaster. “Where will 
you go?" she repeats. "How 
will you live? There is no other 
way." 

Or is there? Kaye Wragg’s 
Mary Adams is locked into 
her dorm when she threatens 
to leave, has her baby with the 
help of her room-mate, and 
yet, despite bener-rhan-aver- 
age education and resourceful¬ 
ness. still finds herself unable 


to prevent the bawling little' 
bundle bang gently but per¬ 
manently removed. The same 
unwilling faialism affects 
Anna Madeley’s Norma, who 
ends up psychoticaily search¬ 
ing for her child in cupboards 
and drawers, and even Lucy 
Speed’s tough, streetwise 
Queen ie — a marvellous per¬ 
formance. this last packed 
with a sort of brassy vulnera¬ 
bility. 

.Again and again the girls 
sing period pop songs about 


love and marriage, especially 
marriage. And still rbeir unin¬ 
vited yet desperately wanted 
offspring are dispatched to 
nice professional families in 
nice middle-dass places. Whit¬ 
tington's delve into the paren¬ 
tal archhes is simple and. 1 
suppose, not hugely inventive. 
But you don't have to be 
young, female or unmarried to 
find it intensely touching. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 



Pain in short bursts 



Smoke screen; Tina Malone as the neighbour with true grief 


T he gay teenager who 
outs himself is a regu¬ 
lar character in Jonath¬ 
an Harvey's plays, most fa¬ 
mously in Beautiful Thing. 
and here he is again in this lat¬ 
est piece, directed by Gemma 
Bodinetz and first shown at 
Liverpool's Everyman Thea¬ 
tre. But here the focus of atten¬ 
tion is on his Dad. still stewing 
in the juioe of remorse that he 
and his two young sons sur¬ 
vived the Hillsborough disas¬ 
ter while 96 other fans were 
crushed or trampled to death. 

„ Every April Terry goes qui¬ 
et. won't come to bed, doesn't 
smile, cant communicate and 
is truly a trial for wife, chil¬ 
dren and. it has to be said, sec¬ 
tions of the audience. Colin . 
Tierney's gaunt performance 
indicates the real presence of 
pain, but his survivor's guilt if 
this is what it is, has now con¬ 
tinued for nine years and it is 
time, argues Harvey in the 
words of the gay son (Carl 
Rice), for him to let it go. 

Unbelievably, the shock of 
the son's arrest for having sex 


Guiding Star 

^ottesloe 


in some public place jerks.Ter- 
ry back to the present Laugh¬ 
ter breaks from him, he digs 
out an old John Lennon Tape, 
sheds his seasonal fear of con¬ 
fined places and takes his de¬ 
voted wife for a drive down 
memory lane. Even though 
this sentimental resolution is 
counterpoinied by the sorrow¬ 
ful boy's decision to leave 
home, the cop-out is there. 
Nothing has occurred to make 
the play logically develop to¬ 
wards his Dad's improve¬ 
ment. 

Harvey's writing can be 
brave, shrewd and funny, but 
the structure he gives his plays 
belongs to television soaps, 
where short scenes in different 
settings (house, yard, beach, 
boat, forest, railway cutting) 
are ait off just as somebody is 
about to reveal a piece of news, 
deliver an ultimatum, attend a 


wake or drop his trousers. 
Once, or perhaps twice, this 
trick can be effective in build¬ 
ing tension: more often, and 
suspense becomes impatience. 

Holding back from the full 
length of a scene is characteris¬ 
tic of the ebaraaers too. "Drop 
it!" shouts Tracey Wilkinson, 
playing Terry’s long-suffering 
wife, whenever her sons ask 
awkward questions. All Har¬ 
vey’s older characters seem to 
live by fits and starts, except 
for Tina Malone’s mountain¬ 
ous neighbour whose actual 
grief (a dying son) shockingly 
fails to excite Terry’s concern. 

Kieran O’Brien’s straight 
son looks suitably agonised 
when his boat drifts out to sea 
and Samantha Lavelle. his un- 
stoppably chattering girl, 
brings light relief in a se¬ 
quence oLpaintbox-bright out¬ 
fits with dangling tassels. 
Bruce Macadie's plain set is 
boring, but at least the pieces 
of furniture are moved swiftly 
on and off. 

Jeremy Kingston 


K iri Te Kanawa can fifl 
the Albert Hall and 
even provide a little 
revenue fpr the ticket touts. 
But she and her advisers still 
appear to be struggling to de¬ 
vise the right sort of concert 
programme for her voice at 
this stage in her career. 

Much of the music chosen 
for Wednesday's appearance 
was designed to have the cosy, 
showbizzy feel of Radio 2 on 
weekend evenings. There were 
sentimental numbers by Ivor 
NoveJlo and Irving Berlin, a 
dash of Gershwin, and Cante- 
loubCS Chants d'Auvergne. 
But for bizarre reasons Te 
Kanawa decided to start off 
with a group of Richard 
Strauss songs in their orches¬ 
tral versions. 

Stdndchen made a distinct¬ 
ly tremulous start, and it was 
not until she reached Morgen 


RECITAL 





that memories of her Countess 
in Capriccio at Glyndeboume 
last summer started flowing 
back. This beginning was not 
helped by the hall’s naff light¬ 
ing, switching colour for no 
good reason and often very 
bad ones. It might have 
passed muster in the Roseland £■_ 
Ballroom, but that is not Rich- V 
a id Strauss's narural habitat. 

The lighting board also did its 
best to mess up Canteloube, 
but with favourite numbers 
such as Bailero Te Kanawa 
was back with the creamy, 
dreamy tone that is her very 
own. 

The second half was distinct¬ 
ly West End. Even with micro¬ 
phones sprouting around the 
hall Te Kanawa was in fitful 
form as a musical comedy 
star. Of two numbers from 
Novello’s The Dancing Years 
one went gracefully and the 
other bumpily, with the ghost 
of Vanessa Lee hovering in the 
air. saying she was the person J 
who really knew how to han- ^ 
die such sentimental pieces. 

Berlin was similarly une¬ 
ven: What'll I Do? was stylish¬ 
ly blue, but the gutsier num¬ 
bers came cocooned in too 
many inhibitions. It was not 
until the first encore that the 
audience was allowed to hear 
what Te Kanawa usually does 
best, and lhat is sing arias. O 
mio babbino cam led the way. 

The Royal Opera House or¬ 
chestra, clearly happy to have 
some engagements in these, 
their darkest days, showed off 
under Robin Stapleton in 
Chabriers Espana, inappro¬ 
priately and uncomfortably 
placed after the Strauss songs. 

But they sounded ill at ease in 
Gershwin's Girl Crazy over¬ 
ture. Covent Garden and 
Shaftesbury Avenue are two 
different worlds, with many a . 
pitfall between. p? 

John Higgins 


art galleries exhibitions 


THEATRES 


BO OF LEASE SALE OF MOD. 
BRIT. ART 11-18 November 
jWcbasf Ratal May 
11 Motcomto St SW1 235 8144 


Recent Paintings by Rosta 
Marfeorougft Lhfi 27ft Norambar 
Halm 47. Albemarle Street, 

_ _j London W1X 3FE 0T71 483 9198 

HAcCONNAL - MASON GALLB1Y 1 Mon-Fri 10^30 Sat 10-ipm 


cc 2«n JC1 ttgtoaj 01713*4 0055 
Ops 413 332UD800 614 903 
TOLL FOB A TICKET ILoS. 




D0QBS 0171 494 5075 a OTTt 
4200000 pNl NW GpaOTTI 484 5454 
B&NQAUNG 

HS1 MBITS 24hr 4M S400 
(bkg 1aN CC344 444474280008 M Gq» 

4M 54547413 3311M6S5BB 

ALSCWOEH CAR0UHE 

M 11 

rs 


TH1N(3 WE DO FOR LOVE 
AUN MCKBOUWS HI ram* 
liDOfr M load haaf D.TW 
UtxvSd 7.«5em IfcE Thu & Si 3fra 


MMDigMNG MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OF 
THE OPERA 
Dnaadby HMOIDHMCE 
KOVBKG TO JUNE 99 
Eras 745 to* Wed & Sat 103 
NxXy b Box OCra daly to taunt 


LOHPOH WOLLO H— fswMi 
BOpio bkg ta) OBW COS 3W0 
CC(+t*fl to) <20 0000(344 4444 
&ps 0171 416 6075 

DOCTOR DOUTTLE 


pwipsoonaa 

THS5 A SUEflK MTITV 
TUenEASreDalyM 
Book, mate llptcs by 
Lad* Brass* 
Onaeairt 
a wwRrtnP 

TtuBU 73ft USS Wad. S*s 230 


LYBC 0171 494 5045 

he man hail cQVNnr 

SusantoiYorii Oxtstephar CazaxM 
Ohv Conan GersUne fiagerid 
FtoariTadd Barbara Muragt 


AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

TMENT MD GUMOUS’S.Tma 
Eras 745. It* VM 3 3 Sat 4 


IV7T*¥iT - h.4. 


0191 741 2311 

ENNIO MARCHETTO 

ESHACH 

0i#| IMI21 Nm. TUB tom S 


NATIONAL THEATRE BO 0171 
4S2 3000 Grps 0171 4523010 
24br CC t*g lf» 017! 420 0000 
OUVEI Toni 7.00. Tomor 1.30 ft 
7X0 ANTONY Alto CLEOPATRA 



PEACOCK BBS 82230870 8401111 
Ra pnond ftiqpa' 

IHE SNOWMAN 

Oxanas Season 


PHOBn BOPX 0171 3891731 
044 4444M20 0000 (tee) 

BEST MUSICAL 

OMaflr arm Araattt 
top A totob tat 




. PCCADU.T 0171 38B 1734 
Tt£ PETER HALL COAPAKY 
In rb Rftppoli great enaady 1 D.TU. 

FILUMENA 

BWliAW JU» DBKH ft UCHAa 
PBMNGTON—TWO GEMS' SJimes 
Tort ft lion Eton Tomor 4pm Wad 3pm 
JUbHdCmab EtfcSjta* 

JTOb OortorvSkWatr Hdort Bpr* 



mi 







PLATWJUSE 0171 8364401 

JACKIE MASON'S 

Brand Nm Stand Up 5toa 
MICH AOO ABOUT EUBPmtWG 

Urtl Dec 6. bps g. Sui a 130 


PfWCE OF WALES 0171 839 5972 
’FAME* 

•FAME* 

THE MUSICAL 

Eras SAL Fndaya 530 & 8 jo 
Sat 400 ft 100. T)(B C15-C30 
Friday 539 HMHaN Pik« 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY 

STOATFORD 01789 295623 
RST: RICHARD IB Men-SM 7J0 
Tie & Sat mat 1 JO 
LAST 3 PSVS. ENDS TOMOfl 
LONDON 0171 838 9891 
Bartricair THE SCHOOL FOR 
SCANDAL Man-Sat 7.15 Thur & 
Sa maL 1.45 The Rt TROILUS 
AND CRESSDA Mon-Sal 7.15 
Wort ft Sat mrt ZOO 


ROYAL COURT 0171 565 5000 
CC 420 0005 P4ftra] (Duke of 
Ytm. St Martin's Lane) 

THE WBR by Conor McPherson. 
MoreSat 730. Wed ft Sal Alat 
330 Upstairs (AmDaesadora Wert 
St) Unt9 14 Nov. (SAL CLASSY 
AFFA1H by Nk* Grosso. MotvSa 
7.45. Sat Mat 4.00 


ROYAL COURT 0171 G65 5000 
CC 420 0005 (24tirs) (Duke qj 
York*. St Martinis Lane) 

THE WBR by Conor McPharaan. 
Mon-Sat 730. Wed ft Sat Ma 
3J0 Upstairs (Ambassadors West 
St) Ends Tomorrow, REAL 
CLASSY AFFAIR by Nkk Grosso, 
Eire 7.45. Sat Mat 4.00 

SAVOY THEATRE 0171836 8888 
a 0171 344 44447420 0000 

sweno* 

•BOOGIE NIGHTS* 

1NE 70k MUSICAL 
*» Boogie WaoderttfD Mrrar 

toxvUMs 8etton Fn SJ0 ft 130 
r „ Sasiooaa® 
SPECIALS pace MATWg BESOT 


SAVOY Thorn 0171 936 8888 
From CWDfeC (TV 

SOOTY AND GO 
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0B115JAM 9 Tktota nann 


SHAFTESBURY THEATRE 
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0171 344 4444 |34tn + ton teal 

thesewatohal 

NEWHUaCAL'DAU 

Rent 

■mgmatwn. 

GOCaEBfKTFTmeOu 

RENT 
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J0N4WANUWSDN 
*vatH by M»wa GREf 

YOWi love rr tot . 
MiwSrt 730 Itaa wtd 8 Saim 
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Em B. Tub 245, SB 5ft B 
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7?w Ho#y Stay 
■BRaUANTSWi 
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AUSEAJBinPWCEFMSXPCTF 
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VtodMGa Ihratra, BD « 83B B9B7 
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Hffio, DoByi, tom. Hack ft UN 
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THE BEST OF TIMES 
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'T 1 Jl^sue o f M Ps and iheir sex- ml i* t • • 

^ShSss The safest solution is 

aboitf the state of society and the 

workings of the media. ^ . 

brSSwSS to step out of the closet 


. IU «» iea to a vast nut 

pounng of humbug that tells us a lor 

abort the siaie of soclm ,^ 
workings of the media. y me 

Not for the first time some of the 

BBC^nX^ 8 haS /° me ^ 

of 3 memo that 
rrads: Under no circumstances 
v^atsoever should the allegations 

r 5 )eat ^? or referred to in anv 
broadcast The memo is still in 

lnv 5? d by a ,ocaJ BBC 

radio station this week to discuss the 
KSl*™* S a y MPS were 
told by the producer that the Trade 
and Industry Secretary should not 
oe mentioned by name. 

At lost the BBC is being consist¬ 
ent and politically unbiased There 
was another memo, issued on Febru¬ 
ary 7, 1995, which forbade any dis¬ 
cussion on air of the sexuality of two 
Conservative ministers. Michael 
Porffllo and Peter Lilley. The memo 
staled - “It is important that pro¬ 
grammes do not seek by innuendo 
to give further credence to damag¬ 
ing allegations which, to the best of 
our knowledge, are not true." 

Anne Sloman. the author of the 
Manddson memo, was almost cer¬ 
tainly correctly interpreting the 
BBC guidelines against the gratui¬ 


tous discussion or the sex 
lives of politicians for no mMm 

public purpose and as 
she has subsequently a J _. 
argued the mere fact ^^*^1 

that a piece of informa- V ‘rT-r 

lion is in the public 
domain is not sufficient *• 

to justify the BBC report- 
ing it — or. in this case, 
continuing to report iL It seems a 
rather Quixotic policy in the days 
when news can flash around the 
world in seconds, and where the sur¬ 
est way of gaining the widest publici¬ 
ty for information is to instruct one 
of the biggest groups of journalists 
in the world not to refer to it. 

Where there are live programmes 
there will be live indiscretions. It is 
certainly arguable whether to out 
Manddson live on Newsnight. But 
once the words have been spoken 
and the genie is out of the bottle, no 
BBC memos or guidelines can put it 
back, particularly as nobody is deny¬ 
ing the truth of the words. Indeed 




the signs are that Mr Manddson, 
and several Cabinet colleagues, 
were against him being singed out, 
by name, for apparent special treat¬ 
ment in a memo that all involved 
knew would be instantly leaked 
It is an iron law of the media that 
any attempt to suppress information 
inevitably draws more attention to 
it It is time for the BBC to have fur¬ 
ther thoughts, not necessarily about 
the guiddines themselves but about 
what should happen when they 
have been inadvertently broken, cer¬ 
tainly in the case of prominent fig¬ 
ures such as Cabinet ministers. Ab¬ 
solute bans make a laughing stock 


B of the BBC Newspapers 
have also had a difficult 
week, with the usual cast 
of characters calling for 
die Introduction of priva¬ 
cy legislation or the 
strengthening of tire 
Press Complaints Com¬ 
mission (PCQ to protect 
privacy. Privacy legisla¬ 
tion suffers from a number of practi¬ 
cal Daws, not least the matter of le-* 
gal costs. The biggest problem is 
that such legislation would defeat its 
own purpose. 

It is hard to imagine anything 
more calculated to destroy privacy 
than a court hearing. The same 
applies in a less extravagant way to 
adjudications by the PCG Nick 
Brown, the Agriculture Minister, is 
merely die latest in a long list of 
high-profile people who have decid¬ 
ed not to make a formal complaint 
against the press. 

The problem for the media in deal¬ 
ing with the issue of politicians and 


homosexuality is that the public 
mood is still in transition and prob¬ 
ably varies by generation. On the 
whole the public is becoming more 
tolerant and accepting. The case of 
Ben Bradshaw, the Exeter MP. is 
particularly compelling. He was 
open about his sexuality, was at¬ 
tacked for it and the electorate gave 
him a thumping majority. 

We are heading for a situation 
where politicians can be open about 
themselves without suffering at the 
polls, and the sooner that happens 
the better for all concerned, includ¬ 
ing newspaper editors and BBC poli¬ 
cy advisers. Prostitution and cruis¬ 
ing for pick-ups will remain another 
matter, and that applies equally to 
heterosexual politicians. 


A role model is Chris Smith, 
the Secretary for Culture. 
Media and Sport, who has 
been, at least in recent years, open 
about being gay. Now nobody rais¬ 
es an eyebrow, and his partner is in¬ 
vited with him to attend official func¬ 
tions. 

His is an example that should be 
followed by any Cabinet ministers 
stillin the doset. This would instant¬ 
ly remove temptation from the 
hands of newspaper editors — and. 
after all. why should consenting 
adults be embarrassed about 
expressing their true nature? 


FT readers swing to Labour 


• i._ 

The nation’s 
‘intellectual 
elite is 
abandoning 
the Tories, 
says Robert 
M. Worcester 


FINANCI 


B ritain’s financial and 
intellectual leader¬ 
ship has swung 
sharply behind the 
Blair Government since if took 
office 18 months ago. accord¬ 
ing to a MORI analysis car- 
• ried out for The Times. Sup- 
: port for the Opposition among 
readers has s/umped from 42 
per cent at foe general election 
- to just 35 per cent in the third 
.. quarter of this year. 

At the election. Labour cap¬ 
tured only 28 per cent of read¬ 
ers* votes; if a general election 
_• were held tomorrow, however, 
- 47 per cent of Tunes readers 
who would go to the polls say 
they would now vote Labour. 
This is a swing of +13 percent¬ 
age points, the equivalent of 
some 13 Times readers in 100 
having switched from support¬ 
ing tiie Tories then to support¬ 
ing Labour now. 

Readers of the Financial 
Times have swung even more 
sharply to Labour, some 21 in 
100 (see table). 

MORI’S aggregate of seven 
voting intention polls during 
the third quarter of this year 
(including the three monthly 
polls for The Times) provides 
large enough sample sizes to 
'analyse the political affilia¬ 
tions of readers of most nation- 
• al newspapers, and to track 
them over time, in this case 
• since the election. More than 
13.000 interviews nationwide 
I were taken by MORI during 
the election (excluding its exit 
poll for UN), and more than 
13.000 in the third quarter of 
1998 

At last year’s general elec¬ 
tion. Labour won 44 per cent 
of the vote and the Tories 31 
per cent, a 13 per cent lead. 
Since then, the gap has wid¬ 
ened considerably, with La¬ 
bour up to 54 per cent in the 
third quarter of this year and 
the Tories down to 27 per rent, 
a 7 per cent swing nationally. 

FT readers are also much 
more likely now to say that 
they wouldn’t vote at all than 

-readers of any other broad- 
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Going Tpny Blair’s way: more and more readers of the quality (ness have declared themselves potential Labour voters since the election 


sheet 11 per cent say they 
would not vote if there were a 
general election tomorrow, a 
higher proportion of readers 
than of any other daily except 
the Daily Star (15 per cent), 
and almost double tiie average 
for quality press readers. 

This was also true at the 
1997 election, when the 9 per 
cent of FT readers who would 
not vote matched the apathy of 
Sun readers and of those tak¬ 
ing no daily regularly; overall, 
only 4 per cent of broadsheet 
readers told us then that they 
would not vote. In 1992. by con¬ 
trast, FT readers were almost 
as likely to vote as other broad¬ 
sheet readers, with only 5 per 
cent saying they would not 
vote. 

Second place in terms of 
swing is shared by The Times 
and the Independent on Sun¬ 
day: both readerships have 
swung )3 per cent since tiie 
election on our third quarter 
figures. In the case of Times 
readers this is a shift from a 


Tory lead. 42 per cent to 28 per 
cent as noted above, but in ad¬ 
dition the Lib Etems were on 
25 per cent last year and now 
have fallen to 15 per cent 

The swing among Sunday 
Times readers has been al¬ 
most as high — 12.5 per cent 
However, lest this be cited as 
evidence of the power of the 
Murdoch press drawing sup¬ 
port towards Tony Blair, it 
should be noted that the read¬ 
ership of The Sun has swung 
less than average (only 5.5 per 
cent) over the same period, 
and of the News of the World 
by the same 7 per cent as the 
whole adult population. 

Readers of the middle-mar¬ 
ket papers have swung by 
slightly more than the nation¬ 
al average, as the table shows. 

The lowest swings since 
1997 have been, with one excep¬ 
tion. among the tabloids, 
whose readerships were al¬ 
ready strongly Labour—natu¬ 
ral enough, since with so few 
Tory readers to begin with. 


any likelihood of further 
swing is hit by a law of diminr- 
ishing returns. 

Tbe two main Scottish Sun¬ 
day tabloids. The Sunday 
Mail and Sunday Post, also 
swung 3 per cent and 35 per 
cent respedSvely. But the joker 
in this pack, with a readership 
more Tory than any other title 
and yet with a swing since 
1997 of only 3 per cent, is The 
Sunday Telegraph, among 
whose readers the Tories still 
lead Labour by 57 per cent to 
26 per cent The Daily Tele¬ 
graph's readership has swung 
somewhat more, 55 per cent, 
though still less than the na¬ 
tional average. 

MORJ interviewed J3544 
British adults aged 18-plus dur¬ 
ing the 1997 general election 
campaign (March 21 -April 29) 
and 13^219 during the third 
quarter of 1998. Data were 
weighted. 

• Robert M. Worcester is the 
chairman of MORI. 
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Blairs’ friend 
wooed to keep 
out privatisers 


■ CHANNEL 4 is lobbying 
hard for Barry Cax, former 
LWT millionaire director, to 
be its deputy chairman when 
Ben Hardy steps down in De¬ 
cember. Cox. through a happy 
property accident (trading 
down after a divorce), was a 
neighbour of the Blairs when 
they lived in Hackney and be¬ 
came a good friend. He’s part 
of the ex-LWT “mafia'', whose 
members include Sir John 
Birt, Sir Christopher Bland 
and Greg Dyke, and has 
honed his lobbying skills work¬ 
ing for the ITV Association 
and 1TN as a consultant 

Channel 4*s board knows 
that privatisation will return 
with a vengeance and calcu¬ 
lates that Cox's political con¬ 
tacts will be invaluable in fight¬ 
ing off Gordon Brown’s Treas¬ 
ury advisers. Hardy, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of European Press 
Holdings, is an anti-privatis- 
er, but Cox, say insiders, has 
the advantage of knowing how 
TV works. The appointment 
rests with the Independent Tel¬ 
evision Commission (TTC). 

■ NOW it’s Mackenzie & 
Son. No sooner had Kelvin tak¬ 
en over as the chairman, chief 
executive and 30 per cent 
shareholder of Talk Radio 
than he made his son, Ashley, 
advertising sales controller. 
Educated at Bristol Univers¬ 
ity, Ashley has been in a spon¬ 
sorship and product-place¬ 
ment team, badeed by Carat 
media group in Covent Gar¬ 
den. “He got the call and had 
to go,” says a colleague. Clear¬ 
ly the best man for the job. 


on Sunday—at the Shoenberg 
Royal Television Society lec¬ 
ture this week. 

So I asked him afterwards 
which system he was going to 
use at home. Interestingly, 
he's sticking with Sky (ana¬ 
logue) until things have settled 
down. Plus, he says, some serv¬ 
ices which he currently values 
on Sky. such as CNN, are not 
available yet on Sky Digital. 
This needs to be sorted out. 

■ THE rumoured appoint¬ 
ment of Gavyn Davies, the 
former Treasury adviser, to 
the Government's BBC fund¬ 
ing review, the subject of ques¬ 
tions in Parliament, looks like 
clever fixing by that defender 
of public service broadcasting. 
Chris Smith, the Culture. Me¬ 
dia and Sport Secretary. Dav¬ 
ies, along with Andrew Gra¬ 
ham. a Channel 4 director and 
Oxford economist, wrote a key 
chapter in a BBC-sponsored 
book. Paying for Broadcast¬ 
ing. He opiited that a higher 
licence foe should be charged 
for digital TV. that it should 
increase in line with labour 
costs. not inflation, and “that 
once the BBC is destroyed or 
fatally wounded, there would 
be no going back. It would be 
difficult to recreate 70 years of 
public broadcasting culture 
once it had disappeared.” 

■ NEXT Thursday sees the 
ITCs ten members decide on 
whether News at Ten should 
go. I’m told the chairman. Sir 
Robin Biggam, wants the meet¬ 
ing to come to a unanimous de¬ 
cision. The ITC resents the 



■ DANNY BAKER is expect¬ 
ed to be named nexr week as 
Talk Radio's new breakfast 
show host, the slot which 
Kirsty Young vacated as soon 
as the takeover talks began 
last June. If MacKenae is to 
turn around Talk Radio — los^ 
ing £8 million a year — then 
his breakfast show has to per¬ 
form much better. 

Baker, with Danny Kelly, 
anchors Saturday’s sports 
commentary for Talk but is 
roundly beaten by David Mel- 
lor on Radio 5 Live in the 
evening. The odd thing is that 
Paul Robinson, ousted as Talk 
Radios managing director by 
MacKenrie. opened up discus¬ 
sions with Baker about the 
breakfast show in August Bak¬ 
er’s agents then sounded out 
Radio 5 Live, which said 
thanks but no. Baker, whose 
estuary-English accent travels 
badly north of Watford, is re¬ 
garded by certain BBC bosses 
as a “disaster” since he hosted 
Radio l’s Saturday and Sun¬ 
day morning shows. Howev¬ 
er, he may fit on an anarchic 
talk programme with lots of 
football, though I hear that 
Sky News is likely to replace 
independent radio news with 
its service. 

The news that Baker may 
be leading Talk’s push for rat¬ 
ings has thrilled the BBC. ‘We 
are very comfortable with that 
news," says an executive. 

■ GARY TONGE, the direc¬ 
tor of engineering for the ITC. 
who is Messed with the rare 
knack of being about to speak 
of technical matters in ordi¬ 
nary English, demonstrated 
the rival charms of Slty Digital 
and ONdigital — which starts 


degree of political pressure it 
is under, but given the wide 
public support for the pro* 
gramme (74 per cent of people 
polled by the Pace TV set-top 
manufacturer say it should 
stay), it seems that its ruling is 
bound to be a fudge.' 

Interestingly, Ray Kelly, 
who as chairman and chief 
executive of media buyers Car¬ 
at Group UK is one of the ad 
world’s most powerful figures, 
is convinced that News at Ten 
is staying put. 

■ GLAD to report that even 
in the fickle world of youth 
magazines, you’re nor past it 
at 30. Company, the go-getting 
glossy aimed at women in 
their early twenties, has ap¬ 
pointed a new editor. Sam Bak¬ 
er. who is joining from Minx 
and before that Just 17, where 
she put up sales by 220 per 
cent She’s planning to shake 
up Company's dated design. 
When Ms Baker first rang me. 
she had just come back from a 
shopping trip with her Mum. 
All very reassuring. 

Question: “How old are 
you?” Answer: ‘Thirty-two.’ 
Do you think 1 should lie 
about itT 

Absolutely not 

■ THE Advertising Effective¬ 
ness Awards, organised by the ■ 
Institution of Practitioners in 
Advertising, was an odd 
affair. Agendas are so keen to 
be taken seriously by business 
that despite loads of well- 
researched campaigns, no ad¬ 
verts were shown at the event, 
but the audience was subject¬ 
ed to three speeches. It fell be¬ 
tween two stools. An event 
which needs to be rethought. • 



At the heart of SkyDigital is SkyGuide, a unique and easy to use on-screen listings guide. 
It |ets you fin d out what’s on quickly and. easily, searching by channel or type of programme. 
You can find out what's on other channels without interrupting what you are watching. And 
the parental control facility lets you control the type of channels that your children see. 

'ence SkyDigital visit your nearest SkyDigital retailer for a simple demonstration 
skydigitai.co.uk or call now for more information, on 0870 240 2000 ref. ME10 


skydigital 


It’s what your television's been crying out for 
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A party? When we hit lm 


The head of the 
first digital 
terrestrial TV 
service plans 
to keep the 
launch low-key. 
Raymond 
Snoddy reports 

W hen SkyDigital 
launched its 140- 
channel service 
on October I. a 
huge party was held in the 
shell of Battersea Power Sta¬ 
tion. within sight of Sky's rival. 
ONdigicai. 

When the latter launches 
the world's first digital terres¬ 
trial television service on Sun¬ 
day. it will mark the event in a 
most unusual way—there will 
be no party and the various 
broadcasters that will together 
offer 30 channels of digital ter¬ 
restrial will carry out their 
own on-screen launches. This 
is work as usual. I've told staff 

there will be a party when we 
sign one million subscribers." 
says Stephen Grabiner, the 
head of QNdigital, the main 
commercial digital terrestrial 
player, which has put together 
a 15-channel service. 

To provide a visual memory, 
or at least a photocall, of the 
digital terrestrial switch-on, 
Ulrika Jonsson. the television 
personality, will light up the 
Crystal Palace transmitter, a 

sight that should be seen all 
over London. One reason for 
the low-key approach is that 
few people will be able to see 
the launch-day programmes, 
as the digital decoders do not 
go on sale until tomorrow. 

Grabiner. the former manag¬ 
ing director of The Daify Tele¬ 
graph who went on to run the 
newspaper end of United 
News and Media, concedes 
that the launch schedule far 
QNdigital has been tight. 
“One of die first things I did 
when I came in was to say we 


Alan waist 



ONdigital’s Stephen Grabiner “We are going to be for die people who want slightly more high-quality television” 


would launch in November. 
Everyone thought I was a luna¬ 
tic. ft was only 11 months from 
when we got our licence but 
one by one we've knocked 
down all the obstacles ” says 
Grabiner. 

He refuses to set 
any targets, other 
than to try to reach 
the one million fig¬ 
ure—and the party 
— as soon as possi¬ 
ble. Although digit¬ 
al terrestrial cannot 
offer as many chan¬ 
nels'as satellite or 
digital cable, which 
launches next year, 
it can offer extra 
choice through the 
existing TV aerial 

‘We are deliver¬ 
ing the best chan- _ 

nets in die simplest ”” 
way," says Grabiner, adding 
that “Middle England" does 
not want dozens of channels 
but ten or so good-quality 
ones. ONdigital subscribers 
will have access to eight “free" 
channels in digital, plus a 
much faster, more sophisticat¬ 
ed version of Teletext, the five 


‘Middle 
England 
does not 

4 

want 
dozens of 
channels’ 


terrestrial channels and CTV 2 

— which starts up next month 
and will not be available on sat¬ 
ellite — and two new channels 
from the BBC. News24 and 
BBC Choice. 

Viewers who opt for only the 
“free" channels 
will have to pay the 
full price of the de¬ 
coder. almost £400, 
rather than the sub¬ 
sidised £199 offer. 
For their first three 
months, ONdigital 
subscribers will re¬ 
ceive all the “prim¬ 
ary" channels for 
£7.99 a month, 
channels such as 
UK Gold. UK Hori¬ 
zons, Sky One, 
EurosporL Grana- 
——— da Plus, Carlton 

~ Cinema and the 

Cartoon Network. Subscribers 
will then be able to choose 
their six favourite channels for 
£7.99. Viewers will pay extra 
for premium channels such as 
Sky Sports, including Premier 
League football (News Interna¬ 
tional. the owner of 77ze Times, 
has a 40 per cent stake in 


BSfcyB) and the Film Four sub¬ 
scription channels. 

“We are not trying to chase 
the 30 per cent who are al¬ 
ready signed up (to multichan¬ 
nel television), Grabiner says. 
“All of our marketing is aimed 
at mainstream TV viewers 
who want a bit more decent 
TV; they want ITV and the 
BBC and they'll probably buy 
a sport or movie package." 

He believes that the compe¬ 
titive world of national newspa¬ 
pers. and the idea that people 
have a choice and that you 
have to satisfy the market, 
have honed his skills. ONdigit¬ 
al estimates that 70 per cent of 
the country will be able to re¬ 
ceive the service at launch, ris¬ 
ing to 90 per cent by the end of 
next year. 

But even when digital terres¬ 
trial is available, not everyone 
will be able to receive the 
entire service. A report pub¬ 
lished yesterday by Claritas, 
the market research group, 
suggested that only 43 per cent 
of UK households will be able 
to receive the full service. The 
study — based on data sup¬ 
plied by the Independent Tele¬ 


vision Commission — identi¬ 
fied particular blackspots such 
as Liverpool, Hull, Coventry 
and much of Wales. 

ONdigital is already finding 
that engineering predictions 
are proving conservative, and 
that people who were not sup¬ 
posed to get a full service are 
actually doing so now that 
many channels have been 
switched on. The system is 
already showing high-quality 
pictures and sound. 

ONdigital. which is jointly 
owned by the two biggest ITV 
groups. Carlton and Granada, 
has begun poster and news¬ 
paper advertising, and the tele¬ 
vision campaign starts on Sun¬ 
day. pan of a £90 million mar¬ 
keting budget over the next 12 
months. Brochures are now 
being posted to 150,000 people 
who have called expressing 
interest 

“We’re going to fill the gap 
of Middle England. We wifi be 
for the people who want slight¬ 
ly more high-quality television 
and want to receive it in a sim¬ 
ple way. It’s not going to be 
SkyDigital; it's going to be 
ONdigital," Grabiner says. 


Mopping up the 
blood at M&S 


MARKS & SPENCER has 
been regarded. long and de¬ 
servedly. as a model com¬ 
pany. So seeing a board- 
room row in M&S. as one 
journalist put it this week, is 
like seeing Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother hit some¬ 
one with her handbag. 

What we have witnessed 
recently is a rare display of 
inelegance from the com¬ 
pany. and a reminder that 
even the best can look like 
children in the playground 
at times of pressure. It is also 
the type of affair instantly 
described as a PR issue. 
Well, plainly that is so since 
the world has been reading 
about it. 

The question of who will 
succeed Sir Rich¬ 
ard Greenbury as 
chairman and 
chief executive has 
been brought into 
focus because of a 
set of pressures on 
M&S’s profitabili¬ 
ty, including what 
the company calls 
a “bloodbath'' in clothing; 
but also because it has al¬ 
lowed certain perceptions to 
gain currency: perceptions of 
autocracy, of concentration 
of power, of an 'ivory tower” 
mentality; of clumsy eom- 
menaaJ response — and be¬ 
cause it has not shown sensi¬ 
tivity in handling predicta¬ 
ble external concerns. 

The last of these is the PR 
issue. Bur we should be confi¬ 
dent that M&S will soon re¬ 
store order, after this chas¬ 
tening reminder that compa¬ 
nies. like people, are judged 
by what they say and how 
they say it as well as by what 
they do. 

TTte S in M&S will again 
stand for success. 

■ GARDENING LEAVE Is 
now a familiar phrase to de¬ 
scribe the hiatus between a 
heavy hitter leaving one job 


and taking another else¬ 
where. 

So. imagine that a garden¬ 
er who departed to tend his 
flowers in early August is 
now back in action. When he 
left, the FTSE 100 was 
around 5.400. Today it is 
again around 5,400. Seem¬ 
ingly. nothing much has hap¬ 
pened (assuming that he has 
read nothing between times 
about liquidity crunches, 

market crashes and the halv¬ 
ing of some share prices). 
But: as this column argued 
last month, die fundamen¬ 
tals always cut through — 
and as The Daily Telegraph 
wrote last Saturday . “panick¬ 
ing can damage your 
wealth". 



■ REGULATION is in the 
air. Financial PR is not regu¬ 
lated, yet it is a serious busi¬ 
ness. It is a profession that 
deals with core strategic ad¬ 
vice and market-sensitive 
communications, and is fre¬ 
quently made a scapegoat 
for leaks. Everyone else is 
regulated. We should be, too 
— and thus benefit from our 
increased status, which natu¬ 
rally clients will pay more 
for. 

However, debate on the 
subject could give the impres¬ 
sion that we in financial PR 
do not already have to abide 
by rules. In fact we are 
bound by the Stock 
Exchange Yellow Book, by 
the Takeover Pane) Blue 
Book — and indeed, by com¬ 
mon sense. 

■ SECURITY is often cen¬ 
tral to PR. So confidential 


projects have codenames — 
which is fine, except when 
you find that you are work¬ 
ing on three projects that 
have independently been 
give the same codename. 

And if you do have a deal 
party list, the security can be 
blown when, as in the case of 
Nestle’S acquisition of Rown- 
trees, it was headed, “Project 
X, 1 Nestle Avenue”. 

■ROADSHOWS are an in¬ 
trinsic part of flotations and 
other capital-raising exercis¬ 
es. But they can involve a 
great deal of travel and a 
punishing schedule of pres¬ 
entations. meetings, break¬ 
fasts. lunches and dinners. 
Well-organised, and with a 
properly planned 
presentation, they 
work extremely 
well, and it is possi¬ 
ble to make the con¬ 
stant travel rela¬ 
tively painless. The 
real killer is bore¬ 
dom. 

The presentation 
has to be carefully scripted 
and legally verified, and de¬ 
parture from publidy dis¬ 
closed in formation is not on. 
After the twentieth presenta¬ 
tion, the element of fun has 
completely disappeared — 
which is why diversions are 
a welcome temptation on the 

road. 

On one recent venture, 
four-inch toy Penguins be¬ 
came the roadshow mascot, 
which is why the US inves¬ 
tor, on the other end of the tel¬ 
ephone during a roadshow 
conference call, was puzzled 
to hear, in the middle of the 
answer to his question; “My 
finance director is playing 
with his Penguin". 

Apparently he still bought 
into the offer. 

• The author is a director of 
Incepta Group and Citigate 
Dewe Rogerson. 
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Forward. 

Thinking. 


Sales. 

Professionals. 


ASSOCIATE SALES DIRECTORS 

£35K-£60K + SIGNIFICANT PERFORMANCE BONOS, 

car a usual executive benefits • Kingston upon Thames 


□ Are you highly ambitious and 
driven by a desire for personal 
success? 

□ Have you a proven track record 
in high volume, blue chip sales? 

□ Will your networking skills and 
tenacity open doors and create 
business opportunities? 

□ Are you motivated and hard 
working with the sort of drive 
that pushes you to achieve 
more? 

□ Have you a talent for absorbing 
knowledge and a flair for 
offering creative business 
solutions? 

□ Do you build warm, supportive 
friendships with associates and 
clients, establishing long term 
partnerships? 


At Gallup we believe in talent and have a mission to ‘help 
people be heard'. A household name with a global blue chip 
dient base, we have an unrivalled reputation for delivering 
research-based solutions that enhance business performance. 
Our 25% annual growth over the last decade fs just one 
measure of our continuing success. 

Maintaining this level of expansion demands an intelligent, 
sophisticated and tenadous approach to field sales. Working 
closely with a team of professionals, you'll take the initiative 
in developing strong business relationships with major 
corporate prospects - from making initial contact and 
assessing dient needs through to presenting, negotiating and 
dosing. Thercll be considerable scope to make an impact, to 
promote the Gallup brand and to achieve substantial rewards. 

To meet this challenge you must be highly motivated, 
probably degree qualified, and have excellent networking skills 
and a strong focus on building business relationships. Effective 
time management will be crucial together with your three 
years’ senior level sales experience - ideally gained in business 
research, consultancy or a similar service related environment. 

If you have the persistence, talent and finesse to make 
a major contribution to our continued success, please call 
Ruth Holden on 0181 939 7478. Dosing date: 30 November 
1998. Office hours: 9.00am - 5.00pm, Monday to Friday. 


The Gallup Organization 


PRINCETON 



Top 10 London Media Agency requires a 

MEDIA ASSISTANT 

Are you a highly numerate, analytical, but creative, 
individual keen to get into media? If you have 
excellent communication skills and are an 
enthusiastic, determined graduate trainee, this 
hands-on role would be ideal for you. We are 
looking for an energetic, motivated team player 
who is willing to throw themselves into this exciting 
role. The position offers potential for career 
development and will suit an ambitious and 
dynamic individual. 

Send CV and letter to: 

Becky Smith 
Manning Gottlieb Media 
Third floor 82 Dean Street 
London W1V 6HA, 


SALESPERSON/ 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

International foreign language 
translation company seeks 
entrepreneurial individual to 
manage its newly-opened London 
office. Must be a university 
graduate who is self motivated and 
computer literate. Unlimited 
earning potential. Business 
experience preferred. 

Please send covering letter and CV 
to: 

Michael Sank, TransPerfect 
Translations Limited, 1 Royal 
Exchange Avenue. Threadneedle 
Street, London EC3V 3LT. 

Fax: 0171 464 4366 



Market Manager - Owner Managed Business 

Based Birmingham £ Competitive + benefits 

If the owners of a business haven't had time lo stop and think about what it’s wort It. how do you convince them that your 
expertise can add farther value? 

As the world’s premier professional advisory firm. KPMC is committed in mm in" knowledge rnm value for du-M*. large 
and small. Knr private businesses - typically with turnovers of ill million to £50 million - we have tr. sell ourselves as a 
viable option before we can sell our solutions. 

This will be the crux of your responsibilities: to combine your sales and marlciing experience with KPMC l» L >t practice, 
then apply this impactful sales proposition to die market, demons! rati up how to use sales and account management skills to 
mm opportunity into business. 

ftofess/oaijjj- trained, your experience of selling to independent may have been /uined in almost anv sector - 

but you must have demonstrated your flair for wide-ranging market jJukti> and for translating idea.- into objectives 
Excellent powers of presentation and persuasion arc essential, as r* the sheer ambition in pet noticed and ir. U-jrJ the wav 
forward in your own individual style. 

To apply, please write with your CV and current salary details to Claire Tuvey. KPMC. 2 Cornwall Street, Birinim-ham 
B3 2DL Confidential fax: 0J21 232 3530. E-mail: claire.tovovti.nkpnjy.t o.uk ClmJup date: 2 Till November |<rf»8 

Hww.kpnig.co.uk 


mm 




It's time for clarity. 


Media Initiatives Group 

Sola Elaeatira - Coapetiche Sdui locatbcr with Cwrenrw ioa rod Bobu 
P ronEac Q.TJL m actm tl tOK. Media latfetiR* Gimp, thi Irwdmt 
ambient media ipeciabt and eitnhitwn uk» bom a toofanfi hr i Sak* 
Eaatjr* with t -- i """' J 1 pan ezp tr eaex within Ih* Advertise( or 
Sales Praotfen industry to join Iba pong npifir grant* eaafmj bated 
in Centra) London. Tba aowafrf eu«dato wffl bn the A&j to npnecst 
the Gump's tc&i&a lo w d writer s tad their eg e a cie* The prwapedt or 
endest far time who can drooutrale the flaw tad ability la acfcien pod 
taka Sprat wta iii* watun a team eeoiranmcsx 

Pfcw send your written appiication together with CV to 

Julian Macey 
Madia Initiatives Group 
41-42 Eastern rite Street 
London WIN 7PB 
E«ailri|MBi*rMpces 


Sales Executives 

Required by Cily hc^J- 
hwttert. Grad, tot-hut 
sates exp. ambitious’* 
OTC yr 2 £60fc+. 

Call Yvonne 
•171 739 2822- 
FkxrOI7l 739 4288. 


■ Bow To Make H 

| £30,800 iul | 

I I Freelance Writfng I 

This Ires Newsletter from I 
the Morris College ol G 

I Journalism shows you | 
exactly bow. Obtain your I 
a free copy now} Call Free -1 
1 0800 371 500 > 


Hwiutoful 

— Uvup , 

WB mm 

LANGUAGE COURSES ABROAD 
rrench •German*Spanish •ftaSan^Rus 

y rlv ^ s,arti "9 wy 

/Gap Vear. Remsion. Business and Hobday Cows 

✓ Courses suitable to stf ages 

Ca * now tor a PrucfturB.- 

0171 878 3550 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPLIES SHC 

ADDRESSED TO: BOX No. 

c/o THE TIMES NEWSPAPE 
P.O.BOX 3553. 
VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON. El 9GA 
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insides 
story? 

iThe human body hits our screens 
[again. Anjana Ahuja reports 

i 


think I am suffering 
from human body fad fa¬ 
tigue. Although 1 still gig: 
gle childishly at the reve¬ 
lation that my rotund neigh¬ 
bour will have sex 2580 times 
during his lifetime, interest is 
waning in the 600 miles of 
hair that I will grow during 
mine. Thanks to The Human 
Body, the supposedly defini¬ 
tive BBC documentary series 
about how bodies work. I have 
grown weary of programmes 
that promise to bring me simi¬ 
lar trivia accompanied by an 
inside view of my insides. 

That is why Channel 4'S se¬ 
ries about the human body, 
which began last night, de¬ 
serves to be an almighty flop. 
Not only does Body Story bear 
a remarkably similar name to 
its predecessor, but it, too, 
promises to shine a hitherto 
unshone light, with lashings 
of super-duper animation, on 
my innards. Worse, it has 
been made on a fraction of the 
milliothpound budget of its ri¬ 
val, does not come accompa¬ 
nied by, acres of publicity f The 
Human Body screened the 
first death on British televi¬ 
sion. and showed naked teen¬ 
agers) and lacks a frontman 
.with die status of the fertility 
supremo Lord Winston. In 
feet, it has no presenter at all. 
And the documentaries are 
billed as docu-dramas. What 
was the channel thinking of? 

“We did try to think of other 
names, such as The Voyage 
Within or Inside Story, but 
this is what we ended up with.” 
admits Sara Ramsden, who 
■ commissioned the series know¬ 
ing that the BBC project was 
under way. “In an ideal world 
the two series would not have 
been scheduled so closely. But 
they are quite different-’* 


Indeed, although many po¬ 
tential viewers may never real¬ 
ise it While 77ie Human Body 
followed the usual documenta¬ 
ry format. Body Story uses ac¬ 
tors to play out a storyline, 
with the drama interrupted to 
show animations of what goes 
on inside a character's body. 
And where The Human Body 
was self-consciously grandi¬ 
ose, Body Story is refreshingly 
modest (each of the six epi¬ 
sodes is only 24 minutes long). 

The lower budget probably 
meant that animation was 
used sparingly, to great effect 
The acting was so engaging — 
and the narrative so strong — 
that an on-screen presenter 
would have been intrusive. 
Just the right amount of sci¬ 
ence was delivered by an excel¬ 
lent script and a plain voice¬ 
over. My fear that the series 
would end up being an appall¬ 
ing blend of Toy Story, Lake- 
siders and 999 was unjustified. 
My only'-reservation is that - 
viewers may not know" what is 
real and what is animation. 

The first instalment Under 
Pressure, was as gripping as 
anything Casualty oners, 
though it occasionally had the 
feel of a public health warning. 
Our role model for tire day was 
John, a 45-year-old construc¬ 
tion foreman who eats burgers 
and fizzy drinks and enjoys the 
odd cigarette. Interspersed se¬ 
quences of animation show 
cholesterol accumulating in 
his arteries, which make it 
harder for blood cells to circu¬ 
late. Then he joins in a game of 
football. To keep going he 
needs more oxygen, so the 
heart — depicted in dramatic 
detail — pumps faster. Only a 
callous viewer wouldnf pray 
for John to take a rest. 

Basic Instinct, to be screened 



With each twist in the plot we are shown a picture of Greg’s increasingly marinated brain 


Kurdish TV station 
faces ban for bias 


T 


he official regulator of 
all commercial televi¬ 
sion broadcasts in Brit¬ 
ain is this week likely to issue 
a harsh ruling over com¬ 
plaints against a Kurdish-lan- 
guage satellite television sta¬ 
tion that Turkey calls a mouth¬ 
piece for terrorist propaganda. 
The ruling by the Independent 
Television Commission is of 
enormous significance, not 
only for Britain's relations 
with Turkey but for the future 
of foreign-language broadcast¬ 
ers using Britain as a base. 

The ITC is to rule on broad¬ 
casts to 1 Med TV, which has 
been warned about the content 
of its news and current affairs 
programmes four times. In 
January it was fined E90.Q00 
for “serious breaches” of the 
ITC programme code. 

The main complaint is that 
the station, broadcasting to 
Kurds in Europe. Turkey and 
the Middle East, is 
not impartial but 
has put out propa¬ 
ganda cm behalf of 
the Kurdish Work¬ 
ers Parry (PKK), a 
Marxist guemila 
group fighting the 
Turkish Army in 
southeast Turkey. 

The ITC accused 
Med TV of broad¬ 
casting material 
that lacked balance 
and impartiality, 
and appeared to be 
directed only to 
PKK sympathisers. 

Turkey, which has repeatedly 
demanded that Britain close 
down the station, also claims 
that the station has broadcast 
inritemeots to PKK terrorists 
to attack or kidnap Western 
tourists in Turkey. 

After the third complaint 
this year, the station was given 
a “final warning". Since then, 
the ITC says, it has received 
further complaints, which 
were considered in September. 
If these are upheld this week, 
the station, set up four years 
ago, could have its licence re¬ 
voked and be banned from 
broadcasting in Britain. 

A legal-spokesman-for Med - 
TV said that the station had 
not been notified of the results 
of the ITC September meeting. 


Labour 
opposes 
any 
ban on 
advocating 
terrorism 


The ITC ruling 
will be of great 
significance 
to foreign 
broadcasts, 
says Michael 
Binyon 

The station was therefore not 
expecting to have its licence 
cancelled or revoked. 

The Government has long 
been embarrassed by Med TV. 
and British foreign ministers 
visiting Ankara have been 
strongly attacked for allowing 
it to broadcast. The Conserva¬ 
tive Government proposed 
new laws that would outlaw 
the advocacy of ter¬ 
rorism, as well as 
conspiracy by ex¬ 
iles in Britain to 
commit terrorism 
abroad. 

Labour, howev¬ 
er, opposes any 
ban on advocating 
terrorism, saying 
that this could in¬ 
hibit legitimate 
calls for opposition 
to dictatorship and 
tyranny. 

Med TV strongly 
____ denies any advoca¬ 
cy of terrorism, al¬ 
though h has admitted a lade 
of impartiality in its broad¬ 
casts. ft is on the air 18 hours a 
day and says that it “seeks to 
provide a normal range of 
news, entertainment and cul¬ 
tural programmes to Kurds 
eveiywhere". Complaints re¬ 
late only to its news and cur¬ 
rent affairs coverage, its legal 
spokesman said. 

The commission takes the 
need for impartiality serious¬ 
ly. In its judgment in January 
on three breaches of the code it 
specified the offences. The sta¬ 
tion had to pay £50,000 — the 
maximum permissible under 
the-4996 Broadcasting Act — 
“for an "edition of Jiyana Cel 
on June 14, 1997, part of a se¬ 
ries that aims to depict the so¬ 


cial and cultural life of a re¬ 
mote area of northern Iraq/ 
Kurdistan. The 40-minute pro¬ 
gramme consisted entirely of a 
political rally organised by the 
PKK No context was supplied 
and there was no balancing 
material" 

A further £25,000 penalty 
was levied “for a news pro¬ 
gramme on October 9 which 
induded a condemnation, 
seemingly endorsed by Med 

TV. of a list of terrorist organi¬ 
sations produced by the Unit¬ 
ed States Government, and 
which accused that country of 
branding those who opposed 
existing orders as terrorists 
and conducted that the list was 
intended to cover up (Ameri¬ 
ca’s) terrorist activities.” 

A further formal warning 
was given in March over what 
the ITC called “incitement to 
crime". This related to an inter¬ 
view with a commander of the 
military wing of the PKK. The 
commission said that the sta¬ 
tion had not taken “all reasona¬ 
ble measures to ensure that 
such a programme is unlikely 
to indie or encourage crime". 

A s Britain is an increas¬ 
ingly attractive centre 
for broadcasters trying 
to get around censorship or re¬ 
strictions in their native coun¬ 
tries. the precedent is impor¬ 
tant London has established a 
reputation as a world media 
centre. The fact that the Gov¬ 
ernment does not directly cen¬ 
sor or control output is vital to 
this reputation. But Med TV 
raises the question of how far 
pressure groups can go in us¬ 
ing the airwaves to further 
their cause. 

Med TV complains that it is 
a victim of harassment Ir said 
Last month that its pro¬ 
grammes, beamed via the Or¬ 
ion satellite, had been jammed 
by Turkey, which constituted 
“terrorist sabotage". 

A spokesman said that it 
was impossible to avoid men¬ 
tion of foe PKK when discuss¬ 
ing Kurdish affairs, just as 
broadcasts on the Palestinians 
often referred to foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, Tur¬ 
key’s point is that, if you are 
nor an assimilated Kurd, you 
are a PKK terrorist" he said. 


in two weeks time, contrasts 
the higher, evolved brain that 
controls our everyday behav¬ 
iour with the animal instincts 
that push us to eat and repro¬ 
duce. is more in the This Life 
vein. Greg and Laura, two col¬ 
leagues who fancy each other, 
finally get it together at a 
friend’s party, where their 
snog is interrupted. 

With each twist in the plot 
we are shown- a depiction of 
Greg'S increasingly marinated 
brain. The very funny script 
and sombre voiceover explain, 
with painful clarity, why peo¬ 
ple on the pull should remain 
sober at all times. 

Despite the bad timing. 


Ramsden got what she want¬ 
ed: “We didn't want to be over- 
ambitious. We wanted it to be 
fresh, innovative and intrigu¬ 
ing. We wanted people to get to 
grips with the minutiae of 
what goes on in their bodies 
without it feeling like a school 

g rogramme." she says the 
BCs position as a “broadcast¬ 
er of record" means its docu¬ 
mentaries end up “a bit staid”. 

There is no way that Body 
Story can be accused of that 
Ramsden says: T don’t think 
people’s appetite for this stuff 
is waning." 1 hope she is right. 

• Body Story, 9pm, Thursdays 
on Channel 4 


P&G opens its doors 


■ AGENCIES eveiywhere will have 
felt a tingle down the spine this week 
with the news foal Procter & Gamble, 
the world's largest advertiser, is to relax 
its draconian policy on client conflict 
Perhaps spine-tingling isn’t the right 
word to describe the prospect of working 
on brands ranging from Ariel to Fairy, 
Pantene to Pampers. Rather, the dollar 
signs will have gone up m front of their 
eyes because P&G is. arguably, the best¬ 
paying. most committed big advertiser. 



WelHressed P&G’s Pantene 


Until now. agencies th^ held competi: 
neSS ‘ rf/mrs to a°ejicies other than its 

5E more uiventivo advening on P mb- 


lem local brands. Look at re¬ 
cent work for Lynx, Batch¬ 
elors Super Noodles and 
Birds Eye for an industry 
precedent. 

P&G has also called agen¬ 
cies to its Cincinnati world 
headquarters to outline its 
new payment policy. Pre¬ 
viously fixed at a 15 per cent 
commission rate, this is to 
be reduced by upwards of 
one percentage point and an 
element of fee-based remu¬ 
neration is to be introduced. 

If agencies are paid purely 
on commission, they make more money 
the higher foe media spend. Fees allow 
agencies to offer more “honest" advice. 
The only surprise being how long it has 
taken P&G to wake up to this fact. 

■ I PC PARTWORK publishers aside, 
magazine houses rarely take advertising 
seriously. TV campaigns, in particular, 
have been deemed relatively expensive 
for the returns they might bring. 

The larger publishers have too many 
brands to be able to afford to support 
each consistently. Advertising has been 
used as a short-term, tactical weapon 
not a long-term branding tool. 

But over the past year there have been 
big campaigns behind Red and FHM 
from Emap. Now, conscious of the suc¬ 
cess of the Red launch in particular, oth¬ 
er publishers are following suit. This 
week 1PC pledged to spend £25 rmlhon 
next year on marketing its brands. It has 
already begun a campaign for 7V Tunes. 
And with Loaded and the new4ook 
NME and Melody Maker, the first tales 
to be promoted next year, ir is looking for 
a new ad agency. Hello! is also to seek a 
full-time agency partner for foe first time 
-further proof that foe celebrity tide has 
indetd been raided by its rival OKI. 

There is no reason why, with smart 
media planning and buying, 
brands should not be able to afford tele¬ 
vision as long as they stick to pro¬ 



grammes with relevant tar¬ 
get audiences (such as FHM 
advertising in TF1 Friday). 

There is equally no rea¬ 
son why other media, such 
as posters, should not be 
used to better effect If maga¬ 
zine publishers have wasted 
money in the past it is be¬ 
cause they bought “wallpa¬ 
per work that has been nei¬ 
ther go 9 d nor bad enough to 
get noticed. The Economist 
has been the consistently 
shining example of what 
can be achieved. 


■ THE Institute of Practitioners in Ad¬ 
vertising’s Effectiveness Awards, set up 
20 years ago, have had a makeover, part¬ 
ly to convince clients that advertising can 
have an effect not just on consumers, but 
also on the City and employees. 

Campaigns were awarded Michelin- 
style stars, but there was still a Grand 
Prix winner. The Health Education Au¬ 
thority's anti-drugs campaign was 
deemed the most effective of the past two 
years. The insight behind it was sharp 
— young people take drugs not because 
they are pressurised into doing so, but 
because they choose to. The creative 
work — bodies with skin stripped away 
to reveal what drugs do to our insides — 
was fresh and provocative. But where 
was the proof that it worked? 

The winning paper cited as “evidence" 
£28 million bring diverted from foe 
black economy, saving industry £11 mil¬ 
lion a year in lost working days and £3 
million on drug education. There were 
also said to be “savings" on the long¬ 
term cost of treating people who "might" 
have had Ecstasy-related depression. 

It is this kind of statistical manipula¬ 
tion that gives politicians a bad name. 
For it to have won over excellent case his¬ 
tories from the tikes of Volkswagen and 
One 2 One was, to be polite, surprising. 

• Stefano Hatfield is the Editor of Campaign 


AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


I 111 I IMI S 


Save up to 20% at 
Liberty this Christmas 


T; 


|oday Times readers are invited to do 
their Christmas shopping at Liberty, 
Regent Street, London Wl on Sunday, 
November 22 between noon and 6pm when 
you can enjoy the following exclusive 
discounts and special offers: 

• 20 per cent off aflfanutare and Igbtng 

• 10 per cent off any otter purchase 

• free gSfrwrapping service 

• tandi for £10 (pre-booked only) 

• free car pairing in Buriogtoa Street garage 

ONE EXCLUSIVE OFFER ON EVERY FLOOR 

including: a free pillowcase with any 
duvet/sheet sec a free Liberty silk square with 
any ladies' fashion purchase over £150; a free 
liberty keyring with any handbag purchase; 
buy five dinnerware place settings and receive 
the sixth free; free Liberty shirt with any 
men's suit purchase. 

SPECIAL EVENTS: lisa Armstrong. Times 
fashion editor, will make three fashion 
presentations at 1pm, 2pm and 3pm. Lisa 
Grainger. Times Weekend shopping editor's 
top ten Christmas gift selection will be on 
show. Jayne Dowle, editor of metro, will be at 
Liberty between 4pm-5pm to help you to 
choose Christmas books. 

The event is free but if you would tike to 
make a donation to charity, call Great 
Ormond Street Donation telephone line; 
0171-916 5678, or send a cheque, made payable 
to Great Ormond Street Hospital Children’s 
Charity, Kr. Great Ormond 
Street Fundraising Dept. 40-41 
Queen Square, London WC1N 3AJ. 

TO RECEIVE TOUR INVITATION send 8, 
stamped (first-class) sac (110x220mm or 
larger) to: The TtmeslUberty Christmas 
Shopping Event Customer Services, Level 4,1 
Virginia Street London El 9BD. Offers are 
redeemable with Times invitation only. 
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I was active 
when it 
mattered 

BSkyB’s new chairman backed pay 
TV from the start, says Alan Tillier 

T he first impression one is not true of many French business- 
has of Jerfime Seydoux, men." Seydoux has seen the stake 
64, is of a relaxed, even of Paths in BSkyB. nearly £1.4 biL 
self-deprecating French lion, grow to exceed that of the mar- 
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T he first impression one 
has of Jerfime Seydoux. 
64, is of a relaxed, even 
self-deprecating French 
business aristocrat, not an ambi¬ 
tious media tycoon involved across 
Europe in pay TV and the produc¬ 
tion and distribution of films — as 
wd] as being owner of a French dai¬ 
ly newspaper. Liberation. 

Seydoux is the new chairman of 
BSkyB. when his 17 per ceil stake ■ 
is second only to thar of News Inter¬ 
national. which owns 40 per cent 
BSkyB’s contri¬ 
bution underpins 
the - profits at 
Seydoux's Path6 
group, but he now 
wants to diversify. 

He says that the 
future of Patffe is 
"brillianr given 
the digital TV pros¬ 
pects in Britain 
and France and the rise in cinema 
audiences in Europe. 

Seydoux was one of the enthusi¬ 
asts of pay TV in Britain. That was 
a decade ago. when its operators 
were losing EIO million a week. He 
stood by Rupert Murdoch — chair¬ 
man and chief executive of The 
News Corporation, parent com¬ 
pany of The Times through its sub¬ 
sidiary News International — dur¬ 
ing a difficult period. “I was active 
when it mattered." he says. When 
Murdoch asked him this year to 
step into the chairman's seat Sey¬ 
doux replied: “But I am French.” 
To which Murdoch said: “No, you* 
re European ” 

Seydoux says: “I consider myself 
a European businessman. I have a 
good knowledge of Europe, which 


is not true of many French business¬ 
men." Seydoux has seen the stake 
of Pathe in BSkyB. nearly £1.4 bil¬ 
lion. grow to exceed that of the max~- 
ket value of his French flagship. 
Sky's contribution to" Paihfi has 
been greater than the company’s to¬ 
tal net profits. Pattfe posted modest 
profits last year (£22 million) and 
for the first half of 1998 (£10.7 mil¬ 
lion). Seydoux wants to change that 
and is seeking to woo institutions. 

He is the least known of the four 
media giants seeking to build pan- 
European media 
empires based on 
pay TV. The others 
are Murdoch. 
Italy's Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi and Ger¬ 
many’s Leo Kirch. 
Seydoux tides off 
the efforts of those 
going oross border 
“Berlusconi in 
Spain, Murdoch in Germany with 
Vox. CLT in Germany. France and 
the Benelux and Canal Plus in ten 
countries." Although he does not 
have a direct interest in Canal Plus, 
tiie French pay TV channel, he has 
20 per cent of CanalSateUite, its dig¬ 
ital offshoot This is losing money 
but is the leader in France with 1 
million subscribers. “It anil break 
even in 2000,” says Seydoux. “Sky 
Digital should be at 1 million sub¬ 
scribers a year from now." 

Seydoux shuttles between Paris 
and London, where he lunches of¬ 
ten with Murdoch. This week he 
was there to outline plans for 
Pathe*s expansion in Europe in pay 
TV, film financing, distribution 
and ownership of cine mas. He told 
investors that Fatite intended to 



Carlton upsets 
Lawrence family 


Euro vision; J6r6me Seydoux, the new chairman of BSkyB; has ambitious plans for bis media empire 


take advantage of film production 
possibilities in Britain, where it 
won a National Lottery film award 
last year. Paths Pictures has aban¬ 
doned the US and will produce 35 
films in Britain within six years. 

Seydoux was bom into the bfflion- 
dollar Schlumberger oil equipment 
dynasty, originally from Alsace. He 
has two brothers — one erf whom 
runs the rival Gaumont cinema 
group. Seydoux’s personal busi¬ 
ness interests are estimated by 
France’s Le Nouvel Economists 
magazine to be from £160 million to 
more than £360 million. He started 
in the family's bank and was brief¬ 
ly head of foe Schlumberger group 
before lairing. Seydoux invested in 
textiles, shipping, an airline; house¬ 
hold sponges, newspapers and the 
$60 million flop of the remake of 
the film Lolita with Jeremy Irons. 

Perhaps his biggest setback was 
in TV with La Cinq, France’s first in¬ 


dependent channel in tile 1980s, 
launched with Silvio Berlusconi 
after Seydoux’s friend and golf part¬ 
ner, the late President Mitterrand, 
opened up French TV. The Right re¬ 
turned to government in 1986 and 
Seydoux was dispossessed. “La 
Cinq was put into pieces by Chirac 
[foe French President!,” he says. 
But it gave Seydoux a taste for TV 
and explains his presence with pay 
TV in Britain. “People said it would 
fail like foe Channel Tunnel and 
Euro Disney. We were the ones 
that succeeded,” he says. 

Seydoux showed his acumen 
when he did business with Gian- 
carlo Paretfi, the Italian financier 
who had sold MGM to the French 
State bank Credit Lyonnais, thus 
setting it on the road to near ruin. 
Seydoux resisted MGM. but 
bought Paflte from ParettL ft en¬ 
abled him to build an integrated 
cinema production and distribu¬ 


tion group with Claude Bern, the 
French director, and Canal Plus. 
He split his Chargeurs group into 
two — worldwide wool interests 
and the media— and began concen¬ 
trating on films, buying TV the¬ 
matic channels and turning 
around Liberation. This week he 
launched a $200 million bond 
issue, exchangeable into BSkyB 
shares, to finance more multiplex 
cinemas. He also bought control of 
die French AB sports pay channel 
for $7 million and plans to buy an 
Italian channel to go with his Voy¬ 
age channel in France. 

His only film this year stars Eric 
Cantona, but next year cranes foe 
$50 million Asterix. based on the 
cartoon character. Seydoux sees 
himself as a kind of Asterix, offer¬ 
ing protection against US cultural 
invasion. But he doesn't want to 
stop American films. Well, he was 
in on the distribution of Titanic. 


■ THE parents of foe murdered 
teenager Stephen Lawrence will 
stop co-operating with a Grana¬ 
da TV reconstruction of the case 
if a rival ITV programme from 
Carlton goes ahead. 

Broadcast reports that the 
Lawrence family is upset that the 
five youths questional about the 
murder are to be interviewed in 
the Carlton documentary, to be 
aired in January. 

- Martin Bashir, famous for his 
BBC Panorama interview with 
Diana, Princess of Wales, is said 
to have been talking to foe five 
for some months and is likely to 
be Carlton's presenter. His BBC 
contract expires this month. The 
Lawrences have so far worked 
amicably with Granada, which 
began snooting this week. 

■ NATIONAL 
newspaper pho¬ 
tographers .may 
be banned from 
Premier. League 
football grounds 
tomorrow unless 
they give the 
League more con¬ 
trol over their pictures, Press Ga¬ 
zette reports. 

The League wants to prevent 
publication of “distorted” pic¬ 
tures of players and officials, 
such as the notorious image of 
Graham Thylor as a turnip. The 
newspapers are resisting any re¬ 
strictions of foe use they make of 
their own pictures. 

■ HELLO! magazine is under 
pressure from its rival. OK!, and 
is looking for a full-time advertis¬ 
ing agency for the first time in its 
ten-year history. Marketing re¬ 
ports. 

Although sales of Hello! for the 
first half of this year were well 
ahead of OKI, by 506,000 to 
221.000. it is reported that OK! 
pulled ahead in September on 
the strength of a series of Spice 
Girls exclusives. 

■ GOOD news from Market¬ 
ing Week. Beer prioes are expect¬ 



ed to hit an all-time low this 
Christmas following a summer 
of poor sales. Discounts on beers 
bought to take home have start¬ 
ed a month earlier than usual 
with two-for-one deals being of¬ 
fered by foe big names such as 
Carling, Carlsoerg and Hein- 
eken. In the pub and bar trade, 
where foe avergage quoted price 
of beer is £250. discounts for 
long-term supply contracts are 
as much as £120 a barrel. 

LVMH-ownad Fkrfums Gi¬ 
venchy has appointed a new 
managing director, Gilles 
Dougoud, to oversee the launch 
of two new fragrances and a new 
range of cosmetics to be branded 
with Alexander McQueen's 
name. The move is considered to 
be an attempt by Givenchy to re¬ 
juvenate its brand, but without 
alienating its exist¬ 
ing customers. 

■ VIEWERS are 
losing their taste 
for feature films 
on the small 
screen, according 
to an analysis in 
Broadcast The average audi¬ 
ence for the 50 most popular 
films on Tf in the 12 rncmlhs end¬ 
ing in September was 821 mil¬ 
lion. against 8J5 million foe pre¬ 
vious year. On Sky’s dedicated 
movie channels, average view¬ 
ing from January to August was 
25 per cent lower than in 1997. 

■ GOOD to see that Bernard 
Ingham, the feisty former press 
officer to Margaret Thatcher, 
has not lost his blunderbuss 
touch. In his regular column in 
PR Week, he declares that the 
Labour Government “is now 
bracketed with second-hand car 
salesmen in foe league table of 
purveyors of credibility”- ] 

He adds: “After 18 months of 
slavery to Labours spin-doctors, 
journalists I talk to are thinking 
It is time they made a dash for 
the freedom of cynicism.” 

Michael Leapman 
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International Sales 

Customer Care and Billing Solutions - Telecoms 


Oudent is a market leader in the provision of tearing edge, high value CCA8 • 
appfcations to the international tetecommunteations market That- success in foe 
international market place aid continued investment from their US parent has 
necessitated growth in the sates division far experienced, professional sates people. 
Ustnrnerrtal h wsTrtng sales to strategic accounts you wi execute opportunities, 
both in conjunction with global int egration partners and directly with telecoms 
operators. \bu wfl demonstrate a successful career In seffing software solutions and 
services with a minimum value of £1 m. Knowledge of the telecoms industry is ideal, 
however those with ©toerfence of selrig complex, high value software solutions to 
other industry serynant s wB be equally considered. A res&ent Indutdual. you wffl 
have superior ccmrnuTfcation skfe, drive and attack record of success spearing 
the entire solutions sales cycle, preferably in international markets, 
hi return we offer a highly competitive salary with uncapped earning potential 
and performance related stock options within an innovative team environment. 
To discuss this opportunity, please contact Stefan Hockley at PSD Technology, 
quoting 552785. Afternativefy, send yourCV to him ar foe address below. 


Technology 

Recruitment 


ERC House 
32/33 North Street 

East Sussex BN72PQ 

Tel 01273 460088 

Fax 01273 480808 

E-MaS ema32Mpsd0KKtu»rR 

Internet wvmpedgroupjcom 


® O 


KVEsroft arsons 


Assistant 

Sales 

Director 

Manufacturer Finance 
-Motor 


Southern England 
To £40k + Boons + Car 


^.BARNES 
II 1 KAVELLE 

i_ I M I T E D 
rotate fittest* Huron ftaMmaSeMons 


Part of a fast growing and highly successful group, this 
leading Manufacturer Motor Finance company is looking 
for an experienced and dynamic professional from within 
the industry to manage, motivate and further develop a 
sales team covering the South of England. 

Playing a highly visible role within the senior management 
team, your brief wfll be to deliver sustained and profitable 
growth by maximising revenues from dealerships and 
franchises throughout the region. 

This will only be accomplished by a commercially astute 
Individual with extensive knowledge of the motor industry 
including the fleet sector, vehicle margins and 
manufacturers bonus plans. In depth understanding of 
consumer and retail finance and an appreciation of 
showroom IT systems will be supported by a proven track 
record of sales leadership and people management. 
Please write with full CV including latest salary 
details to Guy Newton, Barnes KaoeUe limited. 
Human Resource Consultancy, Cavendish House, 
Littlewood Court, Bradford, West Yorkshire 
BD19 \TB. Please quote reference 8266. 


Top Career Forum 

Institute of Directors, London 
January 8th and 9th, 1999 

The career planning and recruitment 
event for ambitious professionals in: 

• Consultancy • Strategy 

• Business Development • IT 

• Change/Project Management 

A unique concept in international professional recruitment,Top Career Forums 
bring candidates together with a wide range of recruiters from across the 
continent to supplement every stage of the search for career development. 

The Forum provides the option of two different formats depending on the 
progress of your job search - confidential, pre-arranged interviews with the 
recruiters of your choice or information sessions and informal discussions 
with line or human resource managers. 

Organisations participating range from small, specialist consultancies and systems 
integrators to high profile strategy houses, banks and corporations, including: 

ABN AMRO Bank, Arthur D. Little, ASDA, Beddows & Company, 
Bertelsmann, Boots, Bridgewater Consulting, CSC Index, 

Chase Manhattan Bank, Comet Group Pic, Diageo, Exane, 

IBM Consulting, Johnson A Johnson, KPMG, Eli Lilly, 

Mitchell Madison Group, Monitor Company, NatWest Consulting, 

Nycorned Amersham, PA Consulting, Pearl Assurance, Renaissance, 

Roland Berger & Partners, Shreeveport, Siemens Business Services, 

Smith Kline Beecham,The Technology Partnership, Thorn Group, 

Timken Company and Willis Corroon. 

Attendance is striedyby invitation only and to apply you should have at feast 
two years experience in a recognised management, IT or strategic consultancy 
or a blue-chip’ company. Tou should also have at least a 2:1 at first degree and most 
fttefy 6e aged 25-35. 

Top Career Forum - London 

For your invitation, please apply via the Forum 
registration site at WWW.CaT OCr-g llicle.com 
or send your CV, quoting reference TCFffimes to 
Shenley Rockett, Top Career Forums, 

32-34 Arlington Road, London NWI 7HU 

e-mail: shenley@careerguide.com. fax; 0171 383 4949 Profession;. I __ 






ffl£NWaS 


T>\Cons 
















































RIDay 






|gpg£ ■;. .-/ -y •" 

v.' -■•- 


® nu Pse£ 

:n< * fa» 




'•* 5^ -j ii.. 




'. 4 rt XX. ulr ^nr. > 

ta. v;V- r ;"'-"d2r >jSfc( 
* >. IrV^r^^L 

Hrusdcw T- ^ ^ 

• ■•••• • •• r ac& 

- .- ;\ -■'... , : s l»Mt 

•••- .-. 

■ ••• • ..-•'■ -f. :.“■ ‘rS 


. ._■■ «ci 




t r '•; •}. -. 


1 ‘ p’ ‘*S ITT- . 


™E TIMES FRID AY NOVEMBER 13 1998 _ LAW 43 

Chancer y_Divi s j on _ Law Report November 13 1998 _ Chanceiy Division 

Constructive trust daim fails Disclosing compelled evidence 
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j French v Mason and Another 
Before Mr Justice Pumfrey 
{Judgment October 23] 

5rP™P^ | y. , ° be the subject 
ofa constructive trust, it had to 
come mto the hands of the con- 

JES^jpg®* ^ a rosuh of 3 

orea cn oi fiduciary dutv or 
OTije other unconscionable 
dealing. 

There was therefore noques- 
non of an employee retaining 
beneHaal ownership as 
against his employer where 
the employer’s title was de¬ 
rived from section 39 of the Pat¬ 
ents Act 1977. 

Mr Justice Plunfrey so held 
in the Chancery Division in a 
reserved judgment allowing 
an application by the defend¬ 
ants, Paul Julian Mason and 
Acme Jewellery Ltd. to strike 
out an allegation in the state¬ 
ment of claim of the plaintiff. 
Christopher Simon French, 
that patents 2225925 and 
2256576. of which the second 
defendant was the registered 
proprietor, were held on con¬ 
structive trust for him. 

Miss Catherine Newman. 
QC and Mr Jonathan Shaw 
for the plaintiff; Mr Richard 
Arnold for the defendants. 

MR JUSTICE PUMFREY 
said that the claim was one as¬ 
pect of dispute between Mr 
French and Mr Mason which 
had its origins in their com¬ 
mercial relationship as manu¬ 
facturing jewellers. 

That relationship had al¬ 
ready been the subject of a peti¬ 


tion under section 45h of the 
Companies Act 1985, in which 
Mr Justice Jacob had held that 
Mr French, who held 10 per 
cum of ihc share capital in 
Acme Jewellery Ltd. hud 
shown that the affairs of the 
company had been conducted 
in a manner unfairly prejudi¬ 
cial to him and made an order 
for the purchase of his shares 
»>■ Mr Mason on a valuation 
as at July 31.199Z 

Acme, which engaged in the 
manufacture of jewellery, was 
incorporated in 1978' Mr 
French joined the company in 
lWl as a sales representative 
and was successful. 

In 1985 Mr French was 
made a director of Acme and 
in I9S6 Mr Mason, who had 
provided Acme's initial capi¬ 
tal. transferred 2 per cent of 
his shares* in Acme to Mr 
French as a gift 

From some date after Mr 
French joined the company un¬ 
til the deterioration in the par¬ 
ries’ relationship in the spring 
of 1991 [here had been a rela¬ 
tionship of quasi-partnership: 
see: In re West bourne Galler¬ 
ies ltd (| 1973] AC 360). 

In late 1988 Mr French in¬ 
vented an earring sleeper 
which was marketed under 
the name “lmindble’’. the sub¬ 
ject of the disputed patents. 

It was not in dispute that at 
the time the invention was 
made: (i) Mr French was em¬ 
ployed by Acme as a sales¬ 
man; (ii) he was a director of 
Acme, an (iii) a relationship 
akin to partnership existed be¬ 


tween Mr French and Mr Ma¬ 
son for which Acme was the ve- 
hide. 

By operation of section 39 of 
the ftuems Act 1977. which ex¬ 
cluded the operation of any 
other rule of law, an Invention 
belonged to an employer in 
two circumstances, and in all 
other circumstances belonged 
to the employee. 

Those circumstances were: 

“(a) [the invention] was 
made in the course of the nor¬ 
mal duties of the employee or 
in the course of duties falling 
outside his normal duties, but 
specifically assigned to him, 
and the circumstances in ci¬ 
ther case were such that an in¬ 
vention might reasonably be 
expected to result from the car¬ 
rying out of his duties; or 

“(b) the invention was made 
in the course of the duties of 
the employee and. at the time 
of making the invention, be¬ 
cause of the nature of his du¬ 
ties and the particular respon¬ 
sibilities arising from the na¬ 
ture of his duties he had a spe¬ 
cial obligation to further the in¬ 
terests of the employer’s under¬ 
taking.” 

Property subject to a con¬ 
structive trust must have come 
into the hands of the alleged 
trustee as a result of uncon¬ 
scionable dealing or in breach 
of a fidudary obligation. 

In a case ro which section 39 
applied there was no question 
of the employee retaining bene¬ 
ficial ownership as against his 
employer. Were that the case, 
the employer would require a 


licence to work the invention, 
a possibility not found any¬ 
where in the section. 

The existence of a quasi-part¬ 
nership did not mean that the 
legal ownership or the inven¬ 
tion by Acme was an incident 
of the relationship between 
Mr French and Mr Mason. 
They were not partners. 

Mr French's employment 
commenced before the quasi- 
partnership, although his di¬ 
rectorship did naL 

Any special relationship 
came into existence before the 
nuking of the invention and 
was established without refer¬ 
ence thereto. No subsequent re¬ 
lationship could afreet the ba¬ 
sis upon which Acme owned 
the invention. 

Any claim for a constructive 
trust was also barred by the 
rule in Henderson v Hender¬ 
son ((1843) 3 Hare 100.115). 

An undertaking given by 
Mr French in the section 459 
proceedings had admitted and 
acknowledged that the valua¬ 
tion of his shareholding was to 
be conducted on the basis, in¬ 
ter alia, that Acme owned the 
invention. 

The claim arising out of Mr 
Mason's conduct vis-a-vis Mr 
French would clearly affect the 
basis of the valuation of the 
company. It therefore should 
have been resolved at the 
same time as the claims aris¬ 
ing out of Acme'S use of the pat¬ 
ent. 

Solicitors: Jacobsens; 

Wragge & Co. Birmingham. 


Judge entitled to try five cases together 


Uitrfea- 


Maes Finance lid & Mac No 
1 and Another v LeftJeys (a 
Firm) 

Before Lord Justice Peter Gib¬ 
son and Lord Justice Aldous 
pudgment July 27] 

A judge who' ordered that five 
related actions against solici¬ 
tors could be tried together 
had not erred in the exercise of 
his discretion when he said 
that he could see no reason 
why a Chancery Division 
judge could not form a fair 
view of each particular case. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
in dismissing an appeal by 
Leftleys (a firm) against the or¬ 
der of Mr Justice Jacob on Oc¬ 
tober 29.1997 that five actions 
should come on for trial at the 
-same tine. LeftJeys submitted 
that trying the five actions to¬ 
gether would be unfair and 
that thi judge had erred in the 
way he had exercised his dis¬ 
cretion under Order 4. rule 9 


of the Rules of the Supreme 
Court. 

Mr lain Hughes, QC and 
Mr Paul Parker for Leftleys: 
Miss Judith Jackson. QC and 
Mr Timothy Harry for Maes 
Finance Ltd & Mac No I and 
Eagle Star insurance Co Lid. 

LORD JUSTICE ALDOUS 
said that all five actions were 
in respect of mortgages which 
proved unprofitable. They 
were claims by the lenders 
against their solicitors and the 
borrowers, in respect of al¬ 
leged negligence, bread) Of 
contract and breach of a fiduci¬ 
ary relationship. 

The judge concluded that if 
all five actions were tried to¬ 
gether there would be a consid¬ 
erable saving of time and 
costs. He was of the view that 
a single trial was the most con¬ 
venient way to proceed unless 
it would lead to inappropriate 
consequences. 


He then considered each of 
the consequences that were 
said to make such a course in¬ 
appropriate. The first was that 
Mr Left ley (the former senior 
partner], who would seem to 
be an important witness for 
the defendants, might, if he 
had to deal in cross-examina¬ 
tion in five cases, become mud¬ 
dled. That the judge had right¬ 
ly rejected. 

The second circumstance, 
which the judge considered to 
be more significant, concerned 
the admissibility of evidence. 
The defendants were entitled 
to have each case tried and de¬ 
termined upon the evidence ad¬ 
missible to that particular 
case. If all the actions were 
tried together, evidence admis¬ 
sible in one action, but not in 
the other, would be in the 
mind of the judge with the re¬ 
sult that the judge might be 
prejudiced. 

The judge rejected that argu¬ 


ment. He referred to Mood 
Music Publishing Co Ltd v De 
Wolfe (()976) Ch 119. 127) and 
concluded that the governing 
principle was that similar fact 
evidence would be admissible 
if it was logically probative. 

He went on to consider 
whether it would be oppres¬ 
sive or unfair for the five cases 
to be tried together and con¬ 
cluded that the suggestion that 
justice would not be seen to be 
done if all five cases were tried 
together was fallacious: and 
that the interests of justice and 
the administration of justice re¬ 
quired that all the cases be 
heard together. 

His Lordship said that the 
view expressed by the judge 
was one that he was entitled to 
arrive at. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson 
agreed. 

Sofia tors: Reynolds Porter 
Chamberlain; Ms Caroline 
Mahoney.' 


British and Commonwealth 
Holdings pic 0° administra¬ 
tion] v Barclays Dr Zoete 
WeddUd 

Same v Atlantic Computers 
pie. David McCormick and 
Others 

Same v Spicer and Oppenhe- 
tm 

Same v NM Rothschild and 
Sons Ltd 

Before Mr Justice Neuberger 
pudgment Oaober 29) 
Provided that the test laid 
down in Order 24, rule 13 of 
the Rules of the Supreme 
Court was satisfied, die fad 
that transcripts contained evi¬ 
dence given under compulsion 
was no reason for ordering 
non-disclosure. 

Mr Justice Neuberger so 
held in the Chancery Division 
in a reserved judgment given 
in chambers when allowing 

an application by defendants. 

NM Rothschild and Sons Ltd, 
for inspection of transcripts of 
evidence in the possession of 
the plaintiffs. British and Com¬ 
monwealth Holdings pic. Re¬ 
fill 150 Ltd. first third parties, 
and of Barclays De Zoete 
Wedd Ltd; Atlantic Computers 
pic, Mr David McCormick. 
Spicer and Oppenheim; de¬ 
fendants in related actions. 

Order 24. rule 13 provides: 
“No order for the production 
of any documents for inspec¬ 
tion ... shall be made... unless 
the court is of the opinion that 
the order is necessary either 
for disposing fairly of the 
cause or matter or for saving 
costs". 

Mr Nicholas Stadlen, QC 
and Mr Andrew Lenon for 
British and Commonwealth; 
Mr Pere grin e Simon. QC, Mr 
Robin Dicker and Miss Helen 
Davies for BZW: Mr Matthew 
Co Lings for Mr McCormick; 
Mr Michael Harvey. QC and 
Miss Mary Stokes for Atlantic 
Computers; Mr Stanley Burn- 
ion. QC and Mr Laurence Rab- 
inowitz for Rothschild; Mr 
Mark Humphries, solicitor, 
for Spicers and Oppenheim: 
Mr Guy Newey for the DT1. 

MR JUSTICE NEUBERG¬ 
ER said that two inspeaors 
were appointed under section 
432 of the Companies Act 1985 
to investigate the take-over of 
Atlantic Computers by British 
and Commonwealth Hold¬ 
ings. 

During the course of that in¬ 
vestigation the inspeaors for¬ 
mally interviewed 112 witness¬ 
es. The various parties to the 
litigation recehfed transcripts 
of only some of the witnesses 
who gave evidence and Roth- 
child applied for inspection of 


the transcripts in the posses¬ 
sion of the oiher parties. 

The transcripts sought by 
Rothschild contained material 
which was obtained by wit¬ 
nesses in circumstances which 
were confidential, pursuant to 
compulsion. 

Under sections 433 to 436 of 
the I9S5 Act any person who 
was lawfully required by the 

inspectors to assist them fay 
providing documents or other 
evidence, must do ser. failure to 
comply amounted to contempt 
of court. 

His Lordship said that in 
those circumstances there was 
a powerful argument of say¬ 
ing that the court should not. 
save in exceptional circum¬ 
stances, order disclosure of the 
transcripts in connection with 
cnil proceedings, even when 
the requirements of various 
provisions in Order 24 were 
satisfied. 

However, while his Lord¬ 
ship said he was impressed by 
the “compulsion principle”, it 
was not a course open to him 
when applying rule 13. In Wal¬ 
lace Smith Trust v Ocloitte 
Haskins and Sells (|!997] 1 
WLR 257.273) Lord Justice Si¬ 
mon Brown had said: 

“..once it is recognised that 
inspection of the documents 
may give ‘litigious advantage' 
to the party seeking it then as¬ 
suming ... [the tesi for inspec¬ 
tion is made out] the court can 
only properly refuse to dis¬ 
close it if ... it concludes that 
they would not after all assist 
him. Confidentiality at this 
point is frankly immaterial.” 

It was argued by Mr Ceil¬ 
ings that those observations 
were directed to the interrela¬ 


tionship of the compulsion 
principle and Order 24, rule 
13. and not io the interrelation¬ 
ship between the compulsion 
principle and Order 24. rule 
11. Accordingly, when consider¬ 
ing whether to order disclo¬ 
sure of the transcripts it was 
still open to the court to take 
into account the compulsion 
principle. 

His Lordship rejected that 
argument on the ground that 
it effectively involved saying 
that the view expressed by 
Lord Justice Simon Brown 
had to be implicitly qualified 
by reference to rule 11 or was 
staled overlooking rule II. 

Moreover, the comments 
made by Lord Justice Simon 
Brown mat there was no bal¬ 
ancing exercise to be per¬ 
formed under rule 13 were dif¬ 
ficult to reconcile with Mr 
CoIUng*s submissions. There 
was little point in the remarks 
if the balancing exercise had to 
be carried out under rule II 
rather than rule i3. 

His Lordship said that he 
had also been asked to address 
, the question of whether it was 
necessary for him to inspect 
the transcripts before reaching 
a derision on disclosure. 

in Wallace Smith. Lord Jus¬ 
tice Neil appeared to have tak¬ 
en the view that inspection 
was appropriate only if. hav¬ 
ing decided that the provisions 
of Order 24. rule 13 had been 
satisfied the court was for 
some reason minded to refuse 
disclosure. 

On the other hand Lord Jus¬ 
tice Simon Brown appeared to 
have suggested that, once a pri- 
ma fade case was made out 
for disclosure, the court would 


normally inspect the docu¬ 
ments and satisfy itself that in¬ 
spection was necessary. 

However, in Arbuthnotl v 
Fagan (]I996| 2 Lloyd* RLR 
143). where there plainly was 
confidentiality, it appeared 
that neither the judge, who or¬ 
dered disclosure, nor the 
Court of Appeal who upheld 
the derision, examined the doc¬ 
uments before ordering disclo¬ 
sure. 

His Lordship said that the 
differences between what was 
said by Lord Justice Simon 
Brown and Lord Justice Neill 
and dime by the courts in An 
buthnott did not reflect a dif¬ 
ference in principle. 

In his Lordship's judgment, 
it could not be right to say that, 
as a matter of principle, the 
court must always or must nev¬ 
er inspect documents which 
appeared io satisfy Order 24. 
rule 13 before ordering their 

disclosure, where some confi¬ 
dence or the compulsion princi¬ 
ple was involved. 

Although in genera), the 
court should inspect before it 
concluded that confidential 
documents fell within Order 
24. rule 13 but nevertheless dis¬ 
closure should be refused. 

In the present case, where 
the issues between the parties 
were so complex and the docu¬ 
mentation involved ran into 
eleven thousand pages it 
would be a waste of judicial 
time to carry out an inspection 
before deriding on disclosure. 

Solicitors: Stephenson Har¬ 
wood; Lovell While Durrant: 
Field Fisher Waterhouse: Cam¬ 
eron McKenna; Ashurst Mor¬ 
ris Crisp; Linklaiers & Paines; 

Treasury Solicitor. 


Trying complex fraud cases 


Practice Direction (Criminal 
Justice Act 1987: Crown court 
cen tr es] 

The place of trial for cases of se¬ 
rious or complex fraud trans¬ 
ferred to the crown court was. 
with effect from November 1. 
1998. to be that specified fry the 
present direction. 

Lord Bingham of Comhill. 
Lord Chief Justice, so stated on 
October 28 in the Supreme 
Court when handing down a 
Practice Direction, supersed¬ 
ing Practice Direction (Crime: 
Fraud trials) (No 3) (The Times 
December 28. 1992; 1993] 1 
WLR 159; 1993] I All ER 41; 
(1992) 96 CrAppR 171). 

THE LORD CHIEF JUS¬ 
TICE staled that 

1 With the concurrence of 


the Lord Chancellor and pur¬ 
suant to section 75(1) of the Su¬ 
preme Court Act 1981 he made 
with effect from November 1. 
1998 the following direction 
with regard to the place of trial 
for cases of serious or complex 
fraud transferred to the crown 
court under the Criminal Jus¬ 
tice Act 1987. 

2 The proposed place of trial 
specified in the notice of trans¬ 
fer under section 5(1) of the 
Criminal Justice Act 1987 
should be one of the following 
crown court centres: 

Midland and Oxford: Bir¬ 
mingham (also sitting at West 
Midlands trial centre), Leices¬ 
ter. Northampton, Notting¬ 
ham. Oxford. Wolverhampton 
(also sitting at West Midlands 
trial centre). 


North Eastern: Bradford. 
Leeds, Newcastle. Sheffield. 
Teesside. 

Northern: Liverpool. Man¬ 
chester. 

South Eastern: Central 
Criminal Court, Chelmsford. 
Harrow'. Kingston. Knights- 
bridge, Luton, Maidstone. 
Middlesex Guildhall. Nor¬ 
wich, Reading. Snaresbrook. 
Southwark. Wood Green 
Wales and Chester Cardiff. 
Chester, Mold. Swansea. War¬ 
rington. 

Western: Bristol, Plymouth. 
Portsmouth. Truro. Winches¬ 
ter. 

3 Practice Direction (Crime: 
Fraud Trials) (No 3) made on 
December 16,1992 was hereby 
revoked. 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01T16806800 


POS"S 


EDUCATION 




WINCHESTER COLLEGE 

The Warden and Fellows 
invite applications from suitably 
qualified men and women for the post of 

HEADMASTER 

which will be vacant in September 2000 
on the retirement of Mr J P Sabben-Clare. 

The closing date fer applications is 
I 4 January 1999. 

Full derails may be obtainedjrom:- 
The Secretary to Ihe Governing Body, 

The Bursary. Winchester College. 

College Street, Winchester. 

Hampshire S023 9NA. 

Tel: 01962 621206, Fax: 01962 621215. 

Environmental Education Coordinator 

High Ashurst Outdoor Education Centre 
Surrey D/E £ 15,855 - £ 21.055 

Young people arc talking ... arejyoa Gening? 

f, le Innirina far an energetic and enthusiastic person 
. The Surrey Youth Sejjj* !La range of environment educational 
to research design. dewtoP' devetop environmental 

skills and build their confidence and self 

esteem. 

What will the work involve? emBnting environmental educational 
• Taking the lead role in the ^ Centres (landbased), 

programmes thrwg ^ environmental education staff. 

. bs-sssbk® 

g 5 HSr»SB« SURREY 

KSmber 1998-___ 


FAX: 

0171 782 7899 


EASTER REVISION 


TECHNOLOGY COLLEGES TRUST 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE 



Salary up to £70,000 
phis benefits 


Central London 


Send for job 
description or 
apply In writing 
with full cv and 
names of two 
referees to: 

Mrs Jane WBre, 
TC Trust 37 
Queen’s Gate, 
London SW7 
5HR, fax 0171 
581 7388, email: 
iware@aife.co.uk 


Closing date for 
applications and 
nominations: 

Monday 30 
November 1998 


The Technology Colleges Trust, founded in 1987. plays a key rote 
in the Government’s flagship Specialist Schools programme. It has 
helped to establish the 330 technology, language, sports and arts 
colieges, plus the 15 City Technology Colleges, with the help of £80 
million of private sector support The Trust helps schools to 
achieve and retain specialist school status, takes a lead in 
curriculum development and foe development of ICT-based 
learning and now has a new rale in helping to establish E ducation 
Action Zones. The Trust's activities In this most important 
educational initiative are helping to raise educational achievements 
among 500,000 pupils. 

The Trust seeks a Chief Executive who will: 

• provide leadership and management of the Trust’s operations 
and ensure that projects are delivered on time and within 
budget; 

• supervise the Trust’s in forma tion and communications 
technology projects and TCTrustnet; 

• represent and promote foe work of the Trust generally and, 
together with the Chairman, engage in fond raising; 

• help to achieve the Government's target of500 specialist 

schools in the year 2002. 

This Is a high profile, demanding position requiring: 

• significant management and leadership achievement in the 
field of education; 

• a high level of knowledge and experience of education 
information and communications technology, 

• fluent and effective communication both orally and in writing; 

• previous experience in fond raising would be an advantage. 

The current Chief Executive, Peter Upton, has been appointed to 
the Directorship of the Central Bureau of the British Council from 
May 1999. Candidates will need to be available by that tone. 


Educational Appointments 

K3MB0LT0N SCHOOL 

Appointment of 

BURSAR 

The Governors invite applications for the 
post of Bursar and Clerk to the Governors. 

Fnfl details of the post can be obtained from 
The Headmaster, Kimbolton School, 
Kimbofton, Huntingdon, Combs. PE18 OEA. 

Telephone: 01480 860505 

Oosisg date for app&atwas e 5th December 1998. 

A rtpotnd Cbeiuj No. 3HW9far tie ftaatini tfpmdi. 


How ta Hake E25D0D | 
AYfear-MAftar I 

Rone CoonKitBf « 

This free Information Kit I 
from the Mortis Coflege j 
of Journalism shows I 
you exactly herwri Cafl i 

0800371500 > 


GET PAID FOR READING BOOKS 


Irir troel You on eantop to £500« weel: ar a Freelance 
Proofreader and Copy Editor. No experience needed. 
Unique homMiudy couree reveals aQ you need to know. Fora 
FREE spedal report and details of hoar to cUm your FREE 
trial lesson write to: Maple PubJbhbiE. (Dept PP.IA), FREEPOST 1 
HA4446, Southall, hfiddesex, UB1 3BR. Or call free 

0800 - 542-9868 Quote Ref: PR1 
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BJOtLE ABUT SCHOOL 

BURSAR 

Tlta Gorman Irene ^pfatnra fcr the pcs uWcfc fife weaet ou 1st 
Jnrey 1999, dthocgi a beer sort dee be tsosUmxd. Tl» » a 
adtat cppcrttflkr » wsrt « ® tone ax in i oral exparfej 
gfcnrf Sad CV wkh asms and tddnwn of three referees « 

Ra HtMtenor, Bade Nbef Sthod, Baaie, Eat Sdsck TKJ3 Mfi. 
Tafepbone: OHM 7723S cr efep hu pe far fatter ifeofa. 
Oaiq the fa- sfffaoam SxanfayJte NumrJir tW. 


WbdimfaBenOso £i2hi how pertorftMaa mririne 
Irani fcoarnanp boohs fcr prfi Mi— end e«Nr n e »w< e en . 

M ni | lml M H B | iiii i* e wli and edtara b rara bran uA adby 
m pm iM i o— tl»P —danw fa.(Bwdswnec«th* 


P*of*a wUt rapMMBHbn eute kMnfcamtia Met 

Im e«m**od there o-rahuAwrawi* ourlnfe k, imM^m 

Hoc erarvone can be hhAI buswfch vpfanfen Me c«M I* 
the oner ysu ham bean to- 

Yeu need ■nhotnlism and b strap tym. Yerae— id 
is arato w e. Send easi dranf —i i itc raariJng J*e» . 

M Iratfes^os ral rand* RtS PROSPecniSaf 


CHACTGKH0U8&2 Southntnhey Wrat Bsetsc BC1 UG. 
Tafaptw* 01382498488 Fme 013*2496008 


ALL BOX 
NUMBER 
REPLIES 
SHOULD BE 
ADDRESSED TO; 

BOX No__ 

THE TIMES 
NEWSPAPERS 
P.0. BOX 3553, 
VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01716806800 


EDUCATION 


FAX: 

0171 782 7899 


BUSINESS COURSES 


BUSINESS COURSES 


It’s not 
just YOU 
they’ll be 

WANTING... 


.It’s your bath MBA. 


From this exceptional academic environment comes an 
exceptional business qualification: the Bath MBA. 

The University or Bath School of Management is one of only five 
British MBA Schools to receive top Funding Council ratings for 
both teaching and research. So you can be sure of excellent 
teaching, programme content and academic support. 

Our rigorous entry standards are designed not to promote 
elitism but to eliminate the ‘production line' approach. This 
enables a more personalised, interactive style of tuition to a 
quality mix of experienced and mature participants from all over 
die world- 


All 3 variants of the Bath MBA. FULL-TIME, EXECUTIVE and 
MODULAR, are accredited by the Association of MBAs. 

For lull details, including our regular Open Days/Evenings, 
contact us quoting Ref. T4/99. ■ • 

Tel: +44 (0) 1225 S23432 

Fax: +44 {0j 1225 826210 

Email: mha-mlb@manageiDeiu.bathJcuk 

hnpyAvww.baduc.uhiDepamnentVMaoagement 

- ■ .safe, mrvMstTTOP 


luality mix of experienced and mature partidpants from all over J Dqpc T104, University of Bath. fHna n . __ . _■ _ 
be world. I Clavenon Down, Bath BA2 7AY. PSCfg k A I j—I 

MEET US ON STAND 5 AT THE MBA FAIR. C-MEX CENTRE MANCHESTER, 26 NOV. ■ 

Advancing Learning and Knowledge in Association with Business and Industry. SCTOOL^I^IARAGElIKHT 


THE BRADFORD MBA 


tt^s not too late to apply tor Durham’s 
Full-Time MBA course. 



Asia's 



O cc 

£< 


MBA in 
International 
Management 

If you are interested in learning about 
international management but don f want to give 
up your iob. have three years work experience 
and a second class honours degree (or a first 
degree and a GMAT of 550) contact us. 


Rooral (98/IS/MB1), Senate Hoiks Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU 
Tfcl: <44171862 8360/8361/8382 Far *441716365841 
E-malt emmirfes9elsa.lon.ac.uk hUpy/wire.lon.ac.uk/extemal 


Today's managers are pulled 
in such diverse directions, a 
flexible mode of study is 
essential. That's why, at 
Bradford, we'll produce a 
programme that’s tailored to 
your needs. RiB-frme, evening 
and open learning options 
give you the freedom to 
learn at your pace, not ours, 
with course lengths of 1 to 
6 years. And in addition to 
studying the integrative 
core, you will choose the 
6 most relevant decth/es from 


a 


a range of over 30, to ensure 
your MBA complements your 
chosen career path. So, for 
a more flexible MBA, talk to 
Bradford. After aO, why study 
an MBA that hasn't studied 
you? Fcx further Information 

can +44 (0)1274 234372 
(open learning), +44 (0)1274 
234373 (fofl-time) or +44 
(0)1274 234374 (evening)! 


THE BRADFORD MBA 


SmiBitthe 
MBAfrir. 
G-MEX Centre 
26NmnbK 



ITS FLEXIBLE, 

SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE. 


The University of Bradford Management Cadre. Emm Lane, Bradford BD94JL, 
West Ybdtdue, UK. fax: +44 (0)1274 232311. http^AwuflRbmcLac.ukAicacVmaiiceiV 
email: G+LBadxxir@bradfofdac.uk 



The University of Reading 

_._ The Management Unit 

OPEN LEARNING FAST TRACK MBA 

22 MONTH PROGRAMME FOR BUSY MANAGERS 

The University of Reading Open Learning MBA has bean specially designed for experienced 
qualified managers. Subject to meeting our admission criteria, you «riD be exempt from the 
18 month Diploma Programme and efig&le for our 22 month MBA. 

The Programmes offer 

• Flexibility • Work related assignments • Monthly practical workshops 

• Full tutorial support • Updatable modules • Continuous assessment 

• Frequent start dates throughout the year a 

Other Programmes include: ^ 

* Certificate and Diploma in Ma n agem en t * 3 & 5 month MBA modules. 

Why not attend one of our FREE introductory workshops? 

For more details, please contact 

The Management Umt ThaUnHvenity of Ra8do& BaBtBog 2% London BoaeL 
Reading RG1 5Aa Tel: 0118 9318180 {24 Hrsl. Fax: 0118 3316539, 

EMaik MgHJratBnoiBngMMk UHL- http^wwwj^ac-iAJMGT 


DISTANCE LEARNING AND FULLTIME 


CHANGE YOUR APPROACH TO MANAGEMENT 


• The Leicester MBA 0 

• MSc in Marketing or Finance 

• Diploma in Management 

• Certificate in Management 

lip Leicester 
^University 

Pi om o U ns wBon cv s university teaching and i 


A Manga of dfataire learning pnxyanvn w ts. TV e flabfo . 

tV wphcw 0800 3740 24 (UKorffl tor an intonation 
pack (!4h)a 01203 422422 to speak to* 
ConsUtam. 

RDI mEEPOST fraq CV2472 Cowntry CV4 8BR, UK. 
Fax 01203 422423 

anl; UlMCeUuacJL* /Ml* 

MWIww la ae tiMamtf jfT f 




0191 487 1422 

Durham is one of the few Business Schools to offer three, Internationally 
regained, AMBA accredited MBA study options - Rdf-Tone, Part-Time 
and Distance Learning - all designed to extend your knowledge and 
develop your management skills. These highly flexible options give 
even the busiest of managers a real opportunity to improve their career 
potential. So if you're ambitious enough to 
become one of the world’s best managers, 
phone today for the brochure of your choice. _ 
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BUSINESS SCHOOL 


t Dorian UnharM&BWfea 
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A SIMPLE EQUATION 
FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
DISTANCE LEARNING 
MBA PROGRAMME 


Estafalshed n 1992,1400 aHTe^^odaits, •• 
AWtpaduates, 751 wwi relatdpf^Kts 
wdistalen, 81 countries 531 bags; amlai 
1054acaxntantsenrobedandSfriraKe •' 
p wfegfa afc auoled V.. 

Oa^wrid ranJcng Busies ScfaapI and 

One major European Baring & Finance School 

• • 

AnacBetetBdproQfanBne,^exfflartion ■ 


F feMtyTAvaiabify knafefc Career Benefits 


Mwciiiyun fh s/u>> Scunoi. 

Till b’.iVI |:-m >•: \L;\, Ii; v |. 


I \iu;iurn or Walks, Bwcor 

The MBA Answer For Ambitious Professionals 

: c o Institute for financial Management, 

University of Wales, Scngor, Gwynedd, L157 2DC. 
Jciedzm: +44 (0)1248 37140S 
fox: +44 (0)1248 370769 
cbs405s bangor.ac.uk 
ii y'i bUp://wA’\Y.ilm.bangar.cc.uk 


FELLOWSHIPS _ 

BALLIOL COLLEGE 
))) OXFORD 

OXI 3BJ 

Tutorial Fellowship in Law 

Appftaeions are invited from men and women for a 
Tutorial Fellowship in Law wXh effect from l October 
1999. The Feflcrwsfcfp wtil he he&l In conjunction wftfi 
a Titular University Lecturership (CUF), for which no 
separate appfca tta n is required. 

The suooessfijf applicant wtt be expected to undertake 
research and to make a major contribution to teaching 
Law to undergraduates at Radiol College within the 
context of Law Moderations and the Honour School of 
Jurisprudence. He or she wffl also be expected to 
provide teaching (dr the Law Faculty on appointment, 
or at a reasonable time ther eafte r; tn at least on of the 
following subjects: Corporate Law. Eiropean Union 
Law. Tore. Competition Law and PuWc Law (indutfing 
Human Rights). 

Further pankularc and appfcration forms may be 
obtained from the College Secretary. BaJBoi Coleg*. 
Oxford OXI 3BJ, to whom appfoariora. with the 
names of three referees, should be sent by Saturday 
12 December 1998. Referees should be asked to 
write tflreafy to the Acdpg Master by the same data 

BofSof b on equal opportunities employer and a charity which 
edits to prorrxxe excefleno? in eduortfoo cmd research 



of education in the 21st Century 


Cru: tiiviiy tot ii pr sspeslus eat! !SC Cgpart-jfcity ;g visit a n:*-C! fjtrr.si si.iier.ts ttr.i see hew vsiif 
career wn Sr enh^iicti. Hprsn University USA ir. LcaJor is in Sfc.- fc?;,* -j: Aer.r.inyrec zrd 

c* ! -.s ’.r.z-nA cr.nitaies -vo»-; assessment zni rsjuJar azattploncr- pains *-».*.•> MBA '-v.Vn vea sal.' etr 
AUi-iissicns 0:fsce risk abcut <jp: •jn^ac A;s:Dr»3aior Pr 25 :.:'rv. 




Ce.ir-.-irjIrens irr; EarreprenfarSi'i.'p. 
-M2rkn!:r.c. MIS. ip.i Glf.ta! 

F'::2Rc>a; lns:;u;!:;ns i Markets 
Wany yesrs o' eipprteRfe in business 
ejL::?.lrcr. 

Srnaii classes la; act-.ve learcmq sad 
.atividiint Mention 


i t Hisfi-rcvel .aetwsrkir.c cp!:or?.:n;:;»£ 

- n*vi!i-c:ii:ur3>. inteinnti.irai stady 
sa-ji:tr»nen: 

i * US tr.d F:rc?€m nccrciiited Cer/ees 

Sinrti-g ;;o?es ir Ssp’eir.’jc; 

January 6 r.V, 


MBA Pregraes 


Huron University USA in London 
Office Of Admissions. SS Prjncrs r.i'lr, Eihitnlio.n Hood. 
London SW7 SPG - UK Teicphane Q171-S91 A£39 ;iS4 5635 
F.m 0171-Soft 9406 E-mail Admissions ; fcuron.9C.uk 
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"Good 
Managers 
invest in 
People 


The Best 
Manage vs 
invest in 
Themselves 


MBA Career Guide 

vvww.c.irts.-r-guide.com +*s 

MORE READERS THAN ANY OTHER MBA GUIDE : 
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SUBSCRIBE 

MOW! 




OFFICIAL LONDON , 
MBA FAIR 

s October 7:4pm-S.30pm 

; ffCTEL F.USSEU. 3uSS5L JCJ?Sf 

: Toll Your Friends' 

IHtEESMIftY-Sr- 

Till .:&&& TIMES I 

THE SL'.VDAY times 


“The MBA Career Guide 
For fedI Information: is very useful for evaluating 

TctoiTi 383 44ii Fvc0l7i 383 4949 burima* schoofc & career paths* 

Emdliml^tataiuMMta WnecwinvtoprnMxom The Wharton School 


Pi- 


order ^-nv-rs TICS FORM BY r.\x OS MilL 


PiUbMMiaiytar. DCawntEdta OAntu£Sun~n>.-un«ta-rc4suc ra 

Fdl&Sprfax £12.95+19000 02.95 *fllP£6i» £S7J» *FE»£l&00 

ScnditodiAM art lor t_pvUkenxMkA Cuw CUd« 3I-M Aritagroo RowLLocrion NWI 7HU 
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Develop yoursdfthroqg)i our wefl estadshed, AMBA aaj&fted w 
rared'exceflent'. This Is a ftexibie pn^amme ewer two deseed for j 
professional managers who want to oombne study with a busy vrorit schedJe. 


Wng5ton Business School is situated on a wooded^op, easjy accessible to he 
heart of tendon, the M2S. Heathrow and GatwidcAIrpons. 

Open Learning: Intensive nibon one weetend per month commendn 
Septmberand February / 

Baenh^g: VSfeeWy attendance commendrg September 
. ■ ”■ ■' .. S ^ V 

for more rtbrmarion ccotaa us by tel^hone: 0181 547 7615/7120/ r 035 
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UNIVERSITY 



The Urtvwsftytrf MBA degree studied 

in Greenwich. 

• Specialisations: 

Managemenl 
Marketing Management 
Heaflh Services Management 

• 24 month duration (13 weekend modules) 

• Ftesobe starling dates 

15 minutes by Network Stxtiheast irom Charing Cross, 

WB6rtoaUrtwBfdg8,affrc^ 

mud Iron ttart Gardens (Doddantts UgMf&My). 

Greenwich School of Management 
Meridian House, Royal HiJJ, Greenwich, 
London, SE108RD 
TeU 0181-516 7800 
1 on* enjufq^gnoqidRdeguCia 
^Jl*w*&*£nrt(4vcdie^ c. uk 

Greenwich School of Management 
university business education 


[HP|] BALLIOL COLLEGE 

^ ))) OXFORD 

OXI 3BJ 

James Stirling Junior Research 
Fellow in Mathematics 

The Colege proposes to dace a Junior Research Fellow 
In Mat he ma tics for a period of three years from I 
October 1999. The Fellow ejected w» be a Junior 
Research Fellow of the College, as defined by the 
College Statutes. He or she w9| be reqiired to 
undertake re sea rch in pure or applied mathematics. 

The stipend starts of £12,241 per annum in the first year 
with superannuation, free meals and rooms (or. in the 
case of a married Fellow. a housing allowance). 

. Other thsigs befog equal, preference will be given to (fj 
a graduate of the University of Glasgow (2) a graduate 
of any ocher Scottish University. 

Applications should be sent to the College Secretary. 
BaBol College. Oxford OXI 3BJ. from whom further 
details and an application form can be obtained, not later 
than Thursday 17 December 1998. 

BdBof b on apd opportunities rmpfcyer and a ttiancy wftirf, 
edsu to promote exceffenar fo education and research 


COURSES 


LANGUAGE COURSES ABROAD 
French • Goman • Spanish • Italian • Russk 

/ 2 to 52 week courses starting every week 
/ Gap yea? Revision, Business and HoBday Courses 
/ Courses suitable for an ages and levels 

Call now lor a brochure: . 

878 3550^^^k 


Insight Int< 
Medicine 

Tbe Iasi in MPW’s series of one-day t 
expenecce courses for this year will 
place on 21st November. Organise 
association with a London teac! 
hospital, the course provides hand 
experience for sixth-formers intendra 
study medicine. The day includes a v 
round, examins 
of patie 
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DEVONSHIRE HOUSE N 

preparatory SCHOOL 

THE OAK TREE NURSERY 

'TtormatiOn or m aoptyfog for a place tor a chad 
should contact the Admissions’ Secretary. 

k Hou ** s s a coeducational school lor 
children from two and a halt to thirteen yean of age. 

Devonshire House School. 69 Ftajofw* Avenue, 
Hampstead. London NW3 6PB 

iv Tel: 0171 - 435 1816. 


L>* * j 


































45 



E ***mum *—wrorll 

jsjii u» i isb 





■** 


Co'W/Grtfr' 

*”VZ**!**U 

‘" •~ n «hca! 


fWtvsMs:». 


*■“* . "*t-l ii.1 


». C- ,Tta. u - 






ASt ^.‘2/ *■'-' i .-1 »," r.” ''IT/j'K w'r 1 
r J-3T * * ■** - v *"' 

+~' •_ r -r-c?< •*■”*.• : oi’ ^.scTae.^j 

r 1 

^ r .-1 .,.,■ -.'i ..■„* :::ct: 5'-= 

»?>***- i.-i >-"«■■'>■■ -^a^s- 

i»u: .■•« 

jf'rr i -'-' 

. *, .. ,;;£• ;47 ? e!5 7120'- 

*A*r^’* - '*•• - — 


K * • * " *« 

1 l j :•■ ■ - ' 



[SSK-HT INJ C ( 

,\lEDl clN * 



THE TIMES FRIDAY NnvT? H p Fp B 



1998 


rmmwrtMEs 



Children need music 


Lord Menuhin 
3 believes that music 
can create a 
crime-free society. 
Interview by 
Dalya Alberge 

Y ehudi Menuhin, one of the cen- 
*»y* greatest violinists, has 
called on the Government to 
recognise that music, dancing 
andsmgmg have a vital role to play in 
civilising the young. Crime, he believes, 
could be reduced if only we gave our chil¬ 
dren a more cultural education. 

The arts, according to Lord Menuhin 
should be a part of daily life but. instead, 
society has focused its attention on polic¬ 
ing and prisms and moved away from 
music and culture. “That’s not an an¬ 
swer to our society, which is materialistic 
and crime-ridden,” Lord Menuhin says. 
“Art reflects the refinement of a civilisa¬ 
tion. Violence and sex are all right, trans¬ 
lated as energy and desire, but in their 
crude state are uncivilised. Music goes 
both ways. You make yourself heard and 
listen to others” 

Idealistic, perhaps, but Lord Menuhin 
has evidence. He points to the success of 
a pilot projecr at Oxford Gardens, a pri¬ 
mary school in a violent area of West Lon¬ 
don. “They were having inner-city prob¬ 
lems," he says. “Several teachers had to 
leave when they couldn't stand stabbings 
and God knows whaL As soon as they 
brought in singing — and. this year, 
dancing — the school was transformed.” 

Liz Rayment-Pickard. the head teach¬ 
er. says the programme has made an 
enormous difference, making the school 
an oasis in what is quite an aggressive 
community. “Certainly, in terms of the 
project being a crucial part of the school 
life, it has influenced the ethos of the 
school.” she says. “Jt is much calmer. 
The fact that music is pan of the currici* 
him is very powerful, particularly in a 
school that didn’t have that much music 
before. This has been an extraordinary 
project to be involved with.” 

Ms Rayment-Pickard concedes that ini¬ 
tially she had doubts about the project- ‘T 
was taken aback by the success. I am not 
a musician so I was pretty hesitant about 
whether it would work.” 

Lord Menuhin says; “We may need po¬ 
licing and prisons in the short run. but 



Lord Menuhin. left, with his wife and children: “Music draws upon feeling and thinking, joining the emotional with the rational” 


you don’t create a better society through 
them.” Music, mime and the martial 
arts, he says, are liberating in that they 
channel and discipline energy. 'They 
teach a reverence for craft and skill.” 
Lord Menuhin says. 

He acknowledges, however, that 
much depends on the quality of the teach¬ 
er, and notes that society tends to look on 
a child as “an empty sack into which we 
stuff fads and knowledge”. 

Singing and dancing should be inte¬ 
grated into the daDy routine in every 
school every day: “It creates the basis for 
intellectual development” Lord Men¬ 
uhin says. “Music draws upon feeling 
and thinking, joining the emotional with 
the rationaL It brings out the best in a 
child or young adult” 

In an ideal world every schoolchild 


would have a musical instrument, he 
says, but emphasises that it is not a mat¬ 
ter of money because singing and danc¬ 
ing cost nothing. “Everyone has a voice, 
lungs, eyes and a heart with which to 
communicate.” he says. “It comes from 
the inner life of a child.” 

Interestingly, Lord Menuhin declares 
the world of the arts devoid of criminal el¬ 
ements; “I've never known any school of 
music or an to produce a criminal. It just 
doesn’t happen. I can’t tell you the joy in 
seeing these children happy. When they 
sing and dance, they think better, under¬ 
stand better, are more communicative 
with each other and the world. 

‘The first basic condition of thinking 
depends on both the emotional and the 
rational together. By bringing the music 
project into schools, we create a natural 


condition where there is no need to teach 
tolerance or warn against crime. There 
can be no crime.” 

There are numerous examples of the 
benefits, according to Susan Digby of the 
Voices Foundation, a charity which 
worked with Lord Menuhin in the Oot- 
ford Gardens school and which will take 
the arts project into schools in ten Euro¬ 
pean countries. 

She found the transformation of one 
nine-year-old boy at Oxford Gardens 
particularly moving. “He came from an 
illiterate immigrant family and had been 
rejected by his peers. He was very miser¬ 
able. Through the singing programme, 
he integrated with them and, above all, it 
promotes tolerance as every pupil is in¬ 
volved.” 

The scheme targets a particular school 


for one year. It breaks down barriers 
and improves channels of communica¬ 
tion, Ms Digby says, especially in a 
school such as Oxford Gardens in which 
more than 20 languages are spoken. It 
also improves the mental agility of pu¬ 
pils, self-confidence and self-esteem, al¬ 
though Ms Digby admits: “Irs hard to 
prove how and why scientifically." 

While efforts have concentrated on pri¬ 
mary and nursery education, the Voices 
Foundation hopes to extend the project to 
secondary level. Some educationists be¬ 
lieve that from the age of 12, the door to 
character transformation starts to close. 
But the group has also applied its con¬ 
cepts to the corporate sector, adapting 
the programme into team-building 
schemes for large companies such as 
Marks & Spencer. . ... 


SOUNDING OUT MUSIC IN SCHOOLS 


M usic used to be a com¬ 
pulsory part of the na¬ 
tional curriculum at 
primary level, with all teaching 
requirements specified m detail. 
But since the start of this term, 
there is only a glimmer of hope 
that music will be included in the 
curriculum, as it is dropped to 
make more time for literacy and 
numeracy. The result? In many 
schools, especially those without 
a specialist musician on the staff, 
music classes have either gone or 
are being slowly phased out 
Yet there is growing evidence 
that music can help children to 
progress in other subjects. Sir 


Simon Rattle says; “Because in 
music children have to work to¬ 
gether to create a performance, 
every type of social organisation¬ 
al and co-operative skill is exer¬ 
cised." 

Although there are scores of 
musically impoverished primary 
schools all over Britain, we also 
have dozens of fine professional 
orchestras, which wiD need per¬ 
formers in the future. So it 
makes perfect sense for schools 
and orchestras to work together. 
This is why Orchestras NOW, an 
ambitious education campaign, 
has been launched by the Associ¬ 
ation of British Orchestras 


(ABO) to develop more musical 
awareness in primary children. 

Last spring’s National Orches¬ 
tra Week, when orchestras 
opened their doors to the public 
to mark the association’s half- 
centenary, was such a success 
that ABO decided to take the ini¬ 
tiative much further. Fiona Pen¬ 
ny, an education officer, appoint¬ 
ed to run the Orchestras NOW 
project says the aim is “to devel¬ 
op relationships which will help 
schools and their children to 
flourish”. 

For a term or so. Orchestras 
NOW will assign individual mu¬ 
sicians to schools to work in part¬ 


nership with teachers. What the 
teacher lacks in musical skill, the 
musician can provide. In return, 
the teachers can lend support 
with their classroom skills. 

Libby MacNamara, of ABO. 
recalls an earlier initiative in 
which a teacher at Cragside Pri¬ 
mary School in Newcastle upon 
Tyne, worked with the Northern 
Sinfonia. “Several musicians vis¬ 
ited her classroom and the chil¬ 
dren eventually performed, with 
the Northern Sinfonia. a piece 
specially written by Peter Max¬ 
well Davies.” 

Cragside is in a deprived area 
and. five years ago. there was lit¬ 


tle or no music there. Today mu¬ 
sic has permeated the whole 
school and many children are 
learning instruments. Under the 
scheme, primary schools within 
reach of one of the 40 or so partic¬ 
ipating orchestras will receive in¬ 
formation about the pro¬ 
grammes. Next term Orchestras 
NOW is offering six free training 
days in different parts of the 
country for non-specialist teach¬ 
ers. Each day is to be hosted by 

an orchestra, which will describe 
its work and take participants 
through an introductory work¬ 
shop led by the composer Alec 
RoUi and orchestral players. A 


second National Orchestra 
Week is to be held from March 
6-14, before which orchestras are 
organising educational events. 
Many of them have raised funds 
so that they can offer opportuni¬ 
ties free to schools. During Or¬ 
chestra Week, they plan to in¬ 
clude families, so that people of 
all ages can be part of work¬ 
shops, rehearsals and perform¬ 
ances. 

Susan Elkin 

•ABO, Fronds House, Fronds 
Street. London SWIP IDE. 
Telephone: 0171-9317750 


‘Sweaty sports are just not feminine’ 


act: girls play hpckey. mtball and ^hy ar g school gameS broken dOWn On 

gender lines? Helene Mulholland 
finds out why football is still a boy thing 
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F act; girls play hockey, netball and 
lacrosse, boys play football, rugby 
and cricket The division of team 
sports by gender has never been actively 
tackled by schools and though greater 
choice now exists (there are 3.000 female 
football teams) this does not reflect the 
options available,to men and women. 

The business world seems to acknowl¬ 
edge that team sports play an increasing 
role in women’s lives, as shown by the re¬ 
cent sponsorship deal of wom en’s foot¬ 
ball by AXA, the insurance company 
that also sponsors the FA Cup. But what 
is the education system doing to redress 
the balance? IOQQ 

The Education Reform Act 
marked an attempt to mate some 
progress. U enshrines in law the princi¬ 
ple that children are entitled to a broad 
and balanced curriculum relevant to 
their particular needs. The potential for 
change is evident m the nation^ cur¬ 
ium for physical education and the coed¬ 
ucational training of PE trachers. 

The Department for Education says. 
•There is no stipulation m the nabi^ 
curriculum on gender 
sets out what children are 
taught at various stages of their school 

life.™ 

The requirements indude games, gym- 

nastfcS*. alhlencs.ouidoor and ad¬ 
venture activities and svC J T J^J^ )n( j ar y 
primary school to the end 
education, the categtfi* chanfg 
but the levels to which they must oe 

achieved and developed, do. 

Planning, perform^ f and evahut 

ing are vital ingredients of 

al curriculum. Surprisingly, tn m ^ 
sports that are taught is left 

cation at Chichester lns ^^° f nt 
Education. The college has » 
teachers and Dr Laws says that wuun 
the 25 institutions in the is 

for PE teacher training, coedueanun 

very much the norm. mniculum 
“There is nothing* 
which stales that bpysJ^ hl net- 
football and girls must be iaug 


TOW STOWE 


ball,” he says. At PE college, students are 
taught competence in all aspects of the 
national curriculum regardless of gen¬ 
der. They do exactly the same sports and 
the same training. 

With such a fertile terrain for equal op¬ 
portunities. what happens between teach¬ 
er theory and practice that leads to a re¬ 
kindling of the divide in the majority of 
schools? 

Dr Laws believes that cultural mores 
cannot be overlooked. "Playing sport 
and getting dirty and sweating is not in 
line with feminine images," he claims. 
“Aerobics — an activity in 
feminine and light Lycra — 
seems to many people more 
fitting." 

Jeanne Keay. principal PE 
lecturer at Leeds Metropoli¬ 
tan University, is also aware 
ihat full emancipation of pu¬ 
pils in their sporting educa¬ 
tion has yet to be achieved, 
both for girls and for boys. 

But she is adamant that the 
problem is being tackled. 

“We work very hard with stu¬ 
dents to break the mould of 
boys’ games and girls' 
games,” she says. “But it is a - 
slow process because it in- 
volves not just teachers but society as a 

whole.” 

Changing the thinking on sport is best 
started from the top. As head of girls' PE 
at Cardinal Newman Roman Catholic 
Secondary School in Brighton, East Sus¬ 
sex. Jenny Thompson is tackling the 
problem head-on. As well as netbail.and 
dance, she teaches girls football, rugby 
and cricket- Opportunities she admits 
that she never had. "Every school in 
Brighton and Hove reaches girls to play 
football, but not necessarily cricket and 
certainly not rugby." 


Girls 

don’t have 
female 
role 

models to 
admire 


Cardinal Newman’s policy is to teach 
girls and b ays the same activities — 
apart from netball and dance, which 
boys do not have to do. Ms Thompson 
also coaches her students in football and 
cricket after school so that they can com¬ 
pete at tournament and league leveL But 
as the only school in the area teaching 
girls rugby, competitive matches are not 
an option. 

Most parents have not complained, ex¬ 
cept when the kits come back very dirty. 
“But," says Ms Thompson. “I did get a 
complaint last year from a parent who 
told me that girls shouldn’t 
chest the ban because they 
wfll get breast cancer." 

What do the girls think of 
playing football and rugby? 
Most of them seem really ex¬ 
cited, Ms Thompson says, al¬ 
though more than a few do 
not like getting muddy. 
“Some of the girls identity be¬ 
ing dirty with spoiling their 
hair and make-up. If its 
windy, middy and raining, 
it's a nightmare for them." 

Getting hot, dirty and 
sweaty, says Anita White, di¬ 
rector of development at the 
Sports Council, is not seen as 
a trait of womanhood “For bpys." she 
adds, “sport has always been a great 
way to prove their manhood It doesn’t 
work the other way around" 

Ultimately, what doesn’t help is the 
near invisibuity of women's team sports 
in the mainstream media, whether it is 
netball, hockey or women's rugby. “One 
of the problems is that girls (font have fe¬ 
male role models to admirer Ms White 
says. 

“If you ask girls who their spotting he¬ 
roes are they are often men. Women rare¬ 
ly have such high profiles.” 



Ultimate goal: file national curriculum does not stipulate gender division 


Nineteen 
signatures 
to get my 
son into 
nurseiy 

Schools are tied up in red 

tape, says Sue Ellicott 


W hen my two-year-old son started 
nursery school a feu- weeks ago. 
the distance between Britain in 
the 1960s and California in the 1990s never 
felt greater. As a toddler more than 30 
years ago. my first taste of independent life 
was a Wendy House in the corner of a 
Methodist hall, where mummies doled out 
orange squash. But Los Angeles today has 
little in common with the Cornwall of my 
childhood which is why I'm still recover¬ 
ing from the nine sets of initials and 19 sig¬ 
natures 1 had to provide before my son 
was accepted by his first American school. 

Nineteen signatures, that is, excluding 
those on his application and the cheques I 
later wrote for his monthly “tuition”, regis¬ 
tration, obligatory earthquake kit and an¬ 
other for the pass that aUows us into the un¬ 
derground car park. 

Yet in Britain this week the Government 
initiated contracts between pupils, parents 
and schools, outlining their rights and obli¬ 
gations to one another. Schools must offer 
the contracts from September, but neither 
parents nor pupils have to sign them, nor 
are they legally binding. 

Getting erne's child into any kind of care 
in America has become an exerdse in pen¬ 
manship. But compared with many nurser¬ 
ies for two-year-olds, my son’s is easygo¬ 
ing. Yet even before he started, the school’s 
director, a usually cheery woman with a 
sensible manner, handed me a fat folder 
that took one full hour to read and another 
to reread and sign. 

First 1 signed something saying that I’d 
read an enclosed pamphlet about sexual 
abuse and how to prevent it something 
else naming those authorised to collect my 
child from class, something giving the 
school permission to take him to hospital if 
he is injured and something accepting 
“full financial responsibility" for his treat¬ 
ment and transport There was also some- 


Teachers and 
schools live in 
constant fear 
of being sued 
by parents 
or students 


thing giving my consent to his leaving 
school on foot for field trips, something 
about my "parental rights” to visit the cen¬ 
tre during opening hours and even some- 
tiling permitting his teachers to apply sun¬ 
screen to him during outdoor play. Not 
just any ok! sunscreen: the children are al¬ 
lowed to apply only the sunscreen their 
parents provide. 

“irs ridiculous, 1 know," says the 
school's director. "But most of the forms 
are not even ours. They are requested by 
the state. And we have fewer than schools 
in many other places.” 

Teachers and schools five in constant 
fear of being sued by parents or students 
for any transgression, real or imagined, 
and forms rather then common sense have 
become their guiding light 

One day I arrived to pick up my son dur¬ 
ing a heatwave. His entire class was play¬ 
ing around the water sprinkler, except for 
Harper, who was at a table in the shade. 

He could not join in. I was told, because 
his sunblock had run out I offered to lend 
him ours but his teacher waved a finger. 

“We cant do that” she said “He might 
be allergic to it and we'd be responsible." 

Mealtimes are also fraught with prob¬ 
lems. Teachers are nervous about feeding 
children any of the “high-risk" foods 
linked by studies (which have been given 
bag media play) to allergies and fatal acci¬ 
dents among small children. Hence a page 
in my nurseiy pack banning peanuts, 
grapes and raisins from my son's packed 
lunches. Apparently, he might choke on 
one. Personalty. 1 think he's more likely to 
come to grief on the slide, shoved by a thug- 
gish classmate — but there was no form 
tor that. 

I can’t make a fuss. Stroppy types 
should beware; there is no messing with 
American rules. Among the forms signed 
was a pledge understanding that my child 
may be discharged from his school 
“should I fail to comply with the annexed 
policies or the appropriate requirements of 
the management personnel". 

On balance, it is the teachers who de¬ 
serve our sympathy. In New Jersey, a chap¬ 
ter of the National Education Association, 
a teachers’ union, has defended a male 
teacher accused by a primary-age girl of 
sexual assault after he adjusted her fingers 
on a musical instrument. 

He won his case hit gave up teaching, 
saying the lawsuit had wreck«I his life. 
The New Jersey union now asks gym and 
music teachers to have a second aduh 
present during practice. 

Administrators have little choice but to 
protect themselves and their staff as best 
they can from overaealous parents. 

So concerned are some teachers about 
potential sexual lawsuits that unions and 
school districts have banned their mem¬ 
bers from giving pupils hugs or encourag¬ 
ing pats on the back, lest they be miscon¬ 
strued as abusive. 
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Healy intent on 
smoothing off 
his rough edges 


THROUGH the five, one-sid¬ 
ed series and 28 Test marches 
since the Ashes last changed 
hands, two Australians have 
danced constantly at the bed¬ 
side of the English patient 
Mark Taylor has somehow 
commanded affection but lan 
Healy has inspired irritation, 
suspicion and only a grudging 
respect. 

In the cricketing culture of 
heroes and villains. Healy has 
always wom the blade. Indeed 
it is only now, with 106 caps 
and a world-record number of 
dismissals to his name, that 
perceptions of the Australia 
wicketkeeper are changing for 
the better. The way he is go¬ 
ing. he will retire with the ad¬ 
miration that he merits. 

Yesterday, as the tropical 
douds gathered over Cairns 
and local talk was of early 
monsoons threatening an Eng¬ 
land XI's four-day game 
against Queensland. Healy 
was nonetheless preparing in 
his usual way. He had an in¬ 
door net, a session on the mas¬ 
sage table and then used a lap¬ 
top computer to study every 
ball he gloved, or dropped, 
during the state's most recent 
match. As ever, nothing if not 
meticulous. 

Along with the trademark 
characteristics of diligence, en¬ 
ergy and feisty single-minded¬ 
ness, however, features new 
are evident in Healy. "I think 
I've mellowed.'' he said. He 
goes farther, acknowledging 
with sadness the low opinion 
of him that was widely broad¬ 
cast over a number of years. 

"A lot of images of me have 
been wrong but perception 
can become reality. I think 1 
was seen as very aggressive, 
very blokey. very mouthy. A 
high percentage of that was in¬ 
accurate but no one was will¬ 
ing to get to know me better, 
they were just happy to go on 
projecting it My rawness had 
rough edges. I know that, but 
we weren't a confident team in 
my early days. 1 was trying to 
please the team, not the peo¬ 
ple. 1 can see both sides now, 
and these days we've got a 
team that simply needs me to 
be decisive, not the prickly, 
combative character I was." 

He has not suddenly be¬ 
come a pussycat but perhaps 
he was never the snarling Do¬ 
berman. either, just tough and 
durable with a desire to win 
that occasionally trespassed 
into areas of offence. 1 suggest¬ 
ed that his on-field integrity 
was sometimes questioned 


Alan Lee talks 
to Australia’s 
combative but 
mellowing 
wicketkeeper 

and he responded levelly. 
“YouYe telling me that and I 
don’t disbelieve it because it 
was two years before I even re¬ 
alised I was being bagged for 
over-appealing.’’ 

Healy came into cricket 
from a daunting background 
— teaching physical education 
in a high school south of Bris¬ 
bane. “It was rough.” he re¬ 
called. “People think it’s easy 
teaching outdoors bur the kids 
have got no walls there.” He 
had a brief, radical career 
change, into selling women’s 
fashions, before turning pro¬ 
fessional after his first Ashes 
series, in 1989. 






Healy: wicketkeeper supreme 

By then, he had suffered feel¬ 
ings of inadequacy during his 
debut tour of Pakistan, “f was 
the sixth wicketkeeper they’d 
tried in the four years since 
Rod Marsh packed up. 1 was 
raw, overawed and insecure. 1 
couldn't quite work out why l 
was there." Quite a contrast 
with his most recent return to 
Pakistan for a series in which 
he broke Marshs dismissals 
record and helped Australia to 
their first win in the sub-conti¬ 
nent for 29 years. 

“It was good to be part of a 
team that wasn’t scared of be¬ 
ing there," he said. “When I 
first went, we were expecting 
too many bad things from the 
umpires, the pitches or the 
food. Now, we turn every situa¬ 
tion into a positive.’' 


Healy is reluctant to add his 
voice to the orgiastic national¬ 
ism preceding this series — 
one newspaper yesterday 
claimed that the second-best 
team in the world was Austral¬ 
ia A — and he disputed the 
popular cry that it is becoming 
boring for Australians to beat 
England, “tve always pre¬ 
pared for tough series against 
England and 1 feel the same 
way about this one. I look at 
their team on paper and I feel 
it should be very even. It can 
never be monotonous playing 
against England." 

If anything has increased 
recognition of Heaiyls skills, it 
is the way that he has kept 
wicket to Shane Wame. 
“Shane has allowed me to 
showcase what I can do. It has 
been a constant challenge but 
I’ve risen to it, so my profile 
has improved. Warney has 
helped wicketkeeping as well 
as spin bowling. 

“We will be starting this se¬ 
ries without him and it leaves 
a psychological hole. 1 don Y 
think we will ever properly fill 
it. But we have got to try." 

This realistic attitude is typi¬ 
cal of Healy. Since he studied 
sports science, when in teach¬ 
er training, he has kept careful 
and comprehensive diaries de¬ 
tailing every day of his career. 
They do not spare him, nor do 
they spare others. “If you are 
lying to yourself, it's a waste of 
time. Honesty is a crucial part 
of team success." 

The diaries are littered with 
quotations that have struck 
him as apposite. When he 
toured the Caribbean seven 
years ago, he had just watched 
the film. Bodyguard, and busi¬ 
ly noted the words: “If you 
eliminate the fear of death, 
you can become invincible." 
He maintains that saying 
helped him when batting 
against the fast bowlers. 

In later years, he has be¬ 
come a talismanic figure to the 
Australia team. He is first into 
training sessions and last to 
leave, he personally designed 
the striped blazers that have 
become the team uniform and, 
of right, he leads die singing af¬ 
ter a Test victory. 

By his own admission, he is 
thorough almost to the point 
of obsessiveness- At 34. he con¬ 
fessed: “I'm aware of what is 
expected from a senior player 
but I don't always like it I'd 
rather finish as 1 started, do¬ 
ing everything to the folL I 
don’t even like having two or 
three beers and then stopping. 
It’S none or a gutful" 


Cork handed empty Cup 


DOMINIC CORK'S ambi¬ 
tions of playing in the World 
Cup next' summer seem 
destined for disappointment. 
So, too, do those of Nasser 
Hussain, Mark Ramprakash 
and Alastair Brown after their 
omission from a provisional, 
23-strong squad for the trian¬ 
gular one-day series in 
Australia starting In January. 

Cork has never quite 
matched performance to po¬ 
tential in limited-overs cricket, 
but he is the most pointed ab¬ 
sentee. Hussain, who deeply 
desires a regular place in the 
one-day team, will be dis¬ 
mayed by his rejection but the 
most pertinent decision is to 
reject Brown, or rather his 
cavalier style as an opening 
batsman, in favour of the 
more conventional approach 
of Michael Atherton. 

There are two uncapped 
selections, in Mark Alleyne 
apd Vince Wells, and John 
Crawley has also been offered 
a window to the World Cup. 
Although Warren Hegg is 
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among the 23. David 
Graveney, the chairman of 
selectors, specified that “a part- 
time wicketkeeper, such as 
Crawley”, could be deemed suf¬ 
ficient cover for Alec Stewart 
when the squad is reduced to 
a maximum of 18 next month. 


Cork; rejected 


Adam Hollioake is retained 
in the party, despite ludicrous 
media speculation that he 
would be banished for a 
jokey, if ill-advised, drugs- 
based remark after England's 
elimination from the ICC 
tournament in Bangladesh. 

Naturally, he will be accom¬ 
panied by Ben, his younger 
brother, who was last night 
coming to terms with the fact 
that be faces at least another 
three weeks in Australia be¬ 
fore he will have the chance to 
justify his inclusion in the 
Ashes party. 

Hollioake Jr was fit for 
selection for the four-day 
game against Queensland 
today, having recovered from 
a pulled groin musde. but he 
did not even feature in a 
squad of 12 named here last 
night. 

“We want to give the more 
experienced players more 
cricket." Graham Gooch, the 
tour manager, explained, “but 
1 am very aware it is tough on 
the lad.” 



Ana Fernandez smashes a winner as 
Cuba confirm their status as the top 
team in women's volleyball by retaining 
the world championship tide with a 3-0 
win over China in the final in Osaka. 
Japan. yesterday. Cuba won by 1S4, 
16-14,15-12 and except for their new, skin¬ 
tight strip, little had changed in the two 


SWIMMING 


years since tire countries met at foe Olym¬ 
pic final in Atlanta, where the Cubans 
prevailed by the same 34) scoreline. 
China, who landed successive world 
titles in 1982 and 1986, meekly surren¬ 
dered the opening set but offered more 
resistance in the second and third. They 
looked as if they might make a real fight 


of it when opening a 104 lead in the 
third set but were unable to press home 
their advantage. The Cubans also 
reaped most of the individual awards, in¬ 
ducting that for the world's best player, 
which went to Regia Torres Herrera, 
along with a cheque for $100,000- Russia 
won the bronze medal by beating Brazil. 


SAILING 


Trinity 
make it 
third time 
lucky 

By Christopher Irvine 

WAKEFIELD TRINITY, the 
first division champions, I 

yesterday won over the inde- 1 

pendent franchise panel at the ! 

third time of asking and will 
join the new Gateshead Thun- 
der outfit in an expanded \ 

14-team JJB Super League 1 

competition from next March. 

The panel originally recom¬ 
mended rejection of Wake¬ 
field's application, then with¬ 
held a final decision to consid- ■ 

er further details about Wake¬ 
field's business-plan — the ba¬ 
sis for its approval. i 

It is the first time that promo¬ 
tion of a dub had been as- 
sessed against minimum- 
standards criteria. 

'The thorough and profes¬ 
sional approach adopted has 
been longer than everyone 
had hoped, but we can -j 
confidently go forward now," fe 
Ted Richardson, the Wake- j 
field chairman, said. ! 

Before a proposed move to a j 
new stadium, near the Ml, by i 
2000, Wakefield are to spend j 
£250,000 on temporary im¬ 
provements to their Belle Vue 
ground and switch televised 
matches to Barnsley Football 
Club. There will be no extra 
levy on existing Super League 
dubs as there is to help to fund 
Gateshead. 

The panel, while satisfied ul¬ 
timately that Wakefield meet 
the majority of requirements 
laid down by the Rugby 
League Council, doubted in its 
original recommendation 
whether a small business oper- gr¬ 
ating at a modest profit had ■ 
the capacity to expand to the re¬ 
quired level without "danger¬ 
ous destabilisation". 

The Super League has al¬ 
ready overseen the closure of 
Oldham Bears and Paris 
Saint-Germain, while Work¬ 
ington have dropped back to 
the second division. The re- 
introduction of relegation for 
one dub next season will put , 
an even greater onus on Wake¬ 
field. who. unlike Gateshead, 
must operate within the over¬ 
seas quota. 

Wakefields addition evens 
up the numbers next season, 
removing the need for byes. 

In an increase from 23 
games at present, the 14 dubs 
will meet each other home and 
away and play four additional 
fixtures in a 30-match pro¬ 
gramme before the play-offs. 


Games heroes face 
long winter haul 


By Craig Lord 


MacArthur goes battling 
on through adversity 


ENGLAND'S four Common¬ 
wealth Games champions will 
be put to the test as they begin 
their winter race programmes 
at the Speedo British Grand 
Prix in Wolverhampton this 
weekend. 

The event takes on added 
significance because it offers 
the last chance for British 
swimmers to qualify for the 
European short-course cham¬ 
pionships, to be held in Shef¬ 
field next month. 

The four English swimmers 
who managed to conquer the 
mighty Australians at the 
Games in Malaysia. Susan 
Ralph. Kaly Sexton, James 
Hickman and Mark Foster, 
are already assured of places 
in Sheffield. 

But many who competed at 
the Games must prove them¬ 
selves afresh ai the start of 
what is an exceptionally busy 
winter race programme. 

Beyond the domestic grand 
prix and European short- 
course championships, there 


are the national champion¬ 
ships and 12 rounds of the 
World Cup before the season 
culminates in the world short- 
course championships in 
Hong Kong next spring. 

Paul Palmer. Britain's best 
swimmer in recent years, is 
stiil not ready to return to top 
competition after suffering 
from chronic fatigue syn¬ 
drome in the summer. 

Chris Martin, the American 
coach who has headed the City 
of Birmingham team for two 
seasons, has been appointed 
national coach to Scotland. 

Martin. 38, had been tipped 
for the post of head coach at 
the swimming division of the 
United Kingdom Sports Insti¬ 
tute in Sheffield. 

However, he said that there 
were “too many political prob¬ 
lems" related to the job and 
was disappointed that Bir¬ 
mingham was not being con¬ 
sidered more seriously as a 
candidate for a centre of 
excellence for swimming. 


ELLEN MacARTHl/R, of Great 
Britain, is experiencing the 
hardesi singlehanded sailing 
of her career as she pilots Pete 
Goss’S Open 50, Aqua 
Quorum, now renamed King¬ 
fisher. through a succession of 
unpleasant Atlantic depres¬ 
sions in the opening stages of 
the Route du Rhum race. 

However, despite the tough 
conditions, MacArthur. 22. is 
continuing to perform well. 
Yesterday, Kingfisher was the 
leading 50ft monohull in the 
race and was holding eighth 
place overall in the monohull 
fleet with seven much more 
powerful Open 60s ahead of 
her and five astern. 

But MacArthur's battle with 
Kingfisher, and, indeed, the 
opposition, is being made far 
harder than need be because 
of the absence of roller-furling 
gear on the headsails. 

Her distressing experiences 
over the past three days under¬ 
line nor only what a hard nut 
Goss must be to have worked 
this system through the South- 
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em Ocean, but also how much 
more difficult he made life for 
himself by not installing a rela¬ 
tively straightforward and 
reliable system, on which 
most single-handers rely. 

MacArthur’s rivals can 
shorten sail in minutes from 
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MacArthur hurt in squall 


the safety of their cockpits, but 
she is taking up to 55 minutes 
to do lhe same job. Trying to 
keep her footing, on an unsta¬ 
ble foredeck swept by white 
water as the boat pounds to 
windward, is exhausting and 
dangerous. 

On Tuesday, in a 30-knot 
squall, MacArthur received a 
nasty blow to the head. 

“While changing down to 
storm jib, 1 got whipped — 
mega bruises — and then, as 
the deck threw itself up at me, 
1 caught my leg under the spin¬ 
naker pole and whacked my 
head hard on the forestay and 
hanks. Instant swelling the 
size of a golf ball," she reported. 

MacArthur is ploughing on. 
She continues to drive herself 
to the limits, but five of the 35 
skippers who set out from St 
MaJo on Sunday for the 
4,000-mite race to Guadeloupe 
have now retired- The leader 
yesterday was Catherine 
Chabaud, of France, in Whirl¬ 
pool Europe 2. who was 120 
miles ahead of Kingfisher. 


TITANIC POSTER 
FOR JUST £2.99 

Today The Times offers readers the chance to buy a superb exclusive Titanic wall 
chart which measures approximately 450mm x 1000mm. This fascinating chart 
provides an excellent and colourful at-a-glance reference guide to what happened to 
this revolutionary liner on its fateful maiden voyage — and its subsequent discovery. 
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g^gNfrjjQL GER PLOTS NEW TRIUMPH IN CROSS-COUNTRY EVENT 
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By Chris McGrath — 


THOUGH plenty of topclass 
junkers have already hecn 
lured out of hibernation bv a 
wet autumn, the National 
Hunt season traditionally re¬ 
serves its formal bow for the 
Murphy’s Gold Cup meeting 
■whidi begins at Cheltenham 
today, with generous travel 
■allowances for Irish raiders 
and significantly increased 
prize-money, the three-day fix¬ 
ture is offering ever more va fu- 
able reconnaissance for the 

Festival in March. 

Its first duty, however, is to 
honour the very roots of stee¬ 
plechasing in the Sporting 
Index Cross-Country Chase 
Today’s fourth running — 
over a variety of 30 obstacles 
intended to echo the original, 
random nature of jump rac¬ 
ing. literally between steeples 
■— builds on last year's event 
when Ireland’s Fiftysevenchan- 
nds beat two Czech horses. 
Jteruan and Marketplace. 

Unfortunately Peru an — 
winner last month of the Velka 

pardubicka - misses out 

today, but the second. Devil, 
and third. Marketplace, join 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


Si Roger in another strong 
challenge. They will have their 
work cut out. however, against 
McGregor The Third and 
Enda BolgeTs two runners. 

McGregor The Third is un¬ 


beaten over the cross-country 
fences, notably in the first two 
runnings of this race. Absent 
Iasi year because of an infec¬ 
tion. he goes well fresh. Fiftysc- 
venchannels confirmed last 
year that the race docs not rep¬ 
resent as severe a test as the 
distance might suggest. This 
time that natural horseman. 
Ruby Walsh, cm take the 
prize back to Bulger’s yard un 
Lucky Town {335). 

He was placed at both the 
Galway and Lisiowel Festivals 
last season and is potentially 
different class to his rivals. 

The Irish have been treated 
cautiously in the Murphy’s 
Irish Stout Novices' Handicap 
Hurdle, first of four races (Ml 


Vodafone extension 


THE Derby, considered jad¬ 
ed a few short years ago. con¬ 
firmed its renewed vitality yes¬ 
terday when Vodafone an¬ 
nounced a force-year exten¬ 
sion to its existing sponsor¬ 
ship (Chris McGrath writes). 
The involvement with Epsom 
began in 1995 and the invest¬ 


ment of another £35 million, 
over three years, secures the 
Derby and Oaks to 2002. 

Sue Ellen, managing direc¬ 
tor of United Racecourses. 
said: “Vodafone looked at the 
sponsorship and decided that 
it is good value. That’s great 
news for racing.” 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: CAVALERO 
(1.15 Cheltenham) 

Nb: Song Of The Sword 
(3.00 Cheltenham) 


Channel -t. Held up off a crawl 
last time, Daira (1.50) has yet 
to have her stamina examined 
over timber so this stiff track 
and a decent puce could 
conjure improvement. 

The Mitsubishi Shogun 
Handicap Chase looks be¬ 
tween the northern raiders. 
Forestal. unbeaten when com¬ 
pleting over fences, was flat¬ 
tered at Wetherby. With Indi¬ 
an Jockey helping to make this 
a true test. Golden HeQo (2.25) 
can prosper. 

The Steel Plate and Sections 
Novices’ Chase is a good 
Festival signpost. Moscow 
Express was not given a hard 
time against three of Ireland’s 
most senior chasers last rime, 
while Song Of The Sword has 
taken to fences with aplomb. 
Spend id (3.00) could prove 
best, although his jumping 
may need further polishing. 


^-CHELTENHAM 


t.15 Cavalero 
.150 Husk 

225 Hurricane Lamp 


THUNDERER 

3.00 SPENDIO (nap) 
3.35 Lucky Town 
4.05 Papo Kharisma 


Timekeeper's top rating: 1.50 MUKDAR. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT (GOOD IN PUCES) TOTE JACKPOT MEETING SIS 

1 ,1 5 REGENCY FINANCIAL PLANNING AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
CHASE (£6.840: 3m II) (6 runners) 

101 22111- TMMRMD0172 (FASHD 

102 1111-2 CAVALERO 17 {BF.CO/.GSj ih warmers) m ions Hi-i A uunes-jones pi nay 
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1W 5103-5 FLAPJACK LAD 17 <BFf.6£) (T Ottsieyj N r«aurHfcv*S 9-10-0 R Fbrrtsta (7) 136 


3.00 STEEL PLATE AND SECTIONS NOVICES CHASE IBB 

(£9.531:3m 11) (5 runneis) 
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3.35 SPORTING INDEX CHASE 

(Cross-country course: £17,586:3m 7Q (14 runners) 


IQS 515-44 BUSMANJfl 

106 0FRU3S STRONG 
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CAVALERO ha nrtting to Med here lad ttne and ca go am twda 

1.50 MURPHY’S IRISH STOUT NOVICES HANDICAP 
HURDLE [SHOWCASE RACE AW) TOTE TTHFECTA RACE] 

(E7.45B: an 110yd) (17 rnnners) 


an 12-323 
SOT 533-05 
SJ3 /1123- 

504 -0U06C 

505 25210- 

506 P -5001 

507 261-F3 

508 45P-36 

509 31-313 

510 40-UP1 

511 3U11-S 

512 44-242 

513 AJ232- 

514 SOU-56 


Ml 1131 
MZ 4300-1 
203 2312-6 


Uss VWltans 4-11-11 (5eg_RDumwodf B2 

Losog Pattethlpj C Mm 6-1M0 —JUagee 77 

203 2312-6 SUFBt raiUWB {Si (6 IfcOn) A J Main (M4-M-I0 -,_ CF Stai - 

204 1142U1 IUSMR 9 pf5HA & A Cute and S Wood) K BaBey 4-11-9-NWBgPMngffl 

205 P-41 FROttJN 90 (BD.F) (D Lev) BUcMUpi 5-11-5--BFoiton - 

206 12224 DARA13 (SI (R UdilVoOJ B Blkson 5-1W--— -RAttBor 73 

207 031346 ACT OF DBWCE 12(0,0 KOT»iel)U*FM QaaMy(he) 4-11-1 PCartwry - 

2U8 0223- BUSK 34F (Ure J Cowwi) T Eadoby 5-11-1-. ^L Wy* " 

209 23823-WAIXONWIBI fttafiH»1J«ng4-«MI-----APMcCoy 

210 D0C3- PREMSt 6BffRATON 41F (N Hemrah) B HcndereoB 5-lM —M A RtzgoaU 


211 63P3/2 SCR NOZZLE ItBfWfll 

212 003/21 KM) PflMCE 14 (□£ 

213 00&Q8 W6STBW CHg 7 (M 

214 60-6 KICKHAtfS PRINCESS 

215 PO-463 SHARP MOVE 15 ntti 
21S U1SFP1 LITTIJE JOE 36 (D.F.G] 


K fWBbtad Racing hcorpomd) KBitmui 7-10-1 _.A Magore 96 

14 fp,S) (Norttog (Wsttp) U BWbyfi-iO-O-CLtowOytl SB 

7 (Vfiss B Paine) 0 WibiB 4-1045--BCBBonl S3 

vtCESS 18 (NdtaiB &nd) r DoddDB ftr) 4-IOn —B M Cash (3] - 

15 (Mb c Spuria) Mes H Krtgfi 6-1M-- J Orifcriy M 

i (D.r.G) (F SmAh) J SrrtBi 9-10-0-Tjaurpriy 82 


ia (10 7-11-11 ... fl WaLOi - 
■kp »e) 9-11-8 -KWtatoi - 
1 Rtouris (2-n-8 A Dobtti 131 

1 (tel 9-1 l-S... B J Gcragtty - 

ns 11-11-5_N WBonson 130 

1(Cr) 7-11-5.PKssny - 

2 __fl Betuqr B2 

e) 9-11-2-PCartwryTgi 

ttK (Cz») 7-11-2_PSkn* - 

11-2_PHtfey 119 

A Stall 8-10-11 -VSMav 116 

_ 1 Uatysfc - 

k-Uh-7_R Johnson 131 

_Mss TBkzey 42 

BET7N6:9-4 Mcptga The TTtorf, 4-1 Lida Toml 11-2 8-1 KrtdJ Bor. ID-1 flttos 

1997: FTTYSEVSCHAMCLS8-11-2 KMWra(7-^ E Bolgs (h)13wi 
t 1 ii u j LncfcyTNnb(aiMait3lance3idai8N>Tri<ireBDbtalunScu]chara 

MrfjRmHJolH 1 sale 2a LKowl Or. good) »Wi Wtysmenctannels (totfi) teata a 
dtoaneeMi. Rftyse*encfmnjels l315duri9B»npertSCaH mhanctop 
cfast nan 3 a LnwId (3m. hranjij. licOegorThe 11*d boon a tfsance ad M 8 to Davy BMu h handf- 
C30 dose at hafco On 11. good to sdOJ. Marti Boy BOI 8tfi a 22 6 Cyto ifeftl in handicap chase a AMra 
f2m 6L wfl). aMOaST Bea Rcpance 2Hh9-nn« handicap chare xaratod (an. good) MtoUnitors 
Loco (13b befle ofl) 3315ai Denmw ia 3rd a» 5 lo Morse Bhd m hareScap dura a aadud (2m II 
1HM. good to soflj. Uirien'5 Lotto 9*1 6H ot 16 to OeoAp Prticess In lunkap chase ri PintestoMi 
(2m 21, sol) Some Day Soon beto Mutori Agreemu 13 *> 6-nnrai hantfiew chase a Haanodnn (3m. 
gwo to fitnj. WoritaglvpaaniiB 53 Sdi oi 8 u Gahkn Um In hataicai itase at Slnaad (3m 4L good to 
sod). Newon Pohi H M <* 7 to Punrynoo Pl«» bi handle*) chase a Cbepshw <3n 311 D|H hewy) 
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4.05 MARCHPOLE CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£7,783:2m 51) (22 runners) 


BOI 114P2P SOUTHERN MAN 18 ff&S) P 0 


21S U16FP1 UTTLE JOE 36 (D.F.ffl (F SmAh) JSfrti 9-10-0 -T J Murptiy 8Z 

217 0006PT SK.VER SUMAL 909 (M Pwny} J (TSioa 9-10J)-VStnfey - 

Ung harefcv*eflHnChW 9-12. IQcltamsPrincw 910. Stop More 9-7. UBeJoa 95. Slhu Sural H 
BETTM6:7-2 Aenaa Goxsatai 6-1 Mi*da. 7-i Dwzril. 8-1 Daa. 1M Ad 01 Dehna. Estfn TNs. Itek. 
12-1WA On By. 14-1 Supa Ftliw. 15-1 Hta Pi re*. Sdnude. Shap Mrae, 20-1 olw 
1AB7- TTUIMV 4-11-6 A Ifepm (M By) 0 Mctafsnn 14 tan 


602 000-05 ZAfFARAN RUN 6 
£03 014-52 QUANGO 110LC. 

£04 00PO15 MS TER D*vY 1 
£05 P5U1-1 PAPO KHARISMA T 
£06 010234 FDALU5 28 (D.G51 
£07 71-P34 AUTO P10T 19 (F.6. 

508 3004-3 RANGER SUM* 10 

509 10-432 W1NTC0STAL0TBUT 
610 HMW SHARP COMMAM) 15 
til 41104- «VEB IN DEBT 213 


Ms F M Crradev do) 5-11-12. L Aspci - 


IMS M Dane) M Hniigan (ha) 6-11-11-6 F Ryan - 

I) C Man 6-11-6-JMjgra 106 

(S 0-Farall) S OTwMJhe) 6-11-6 —M BarfwSor - 

WlPHofite 8-11-6 (6o J-RWkttoT 89 

AkMdoe) H Da Bnwbaad (ke) 91913-G Suita - 

(S Wiianspod Ltd) N Henoasn 10-10-12—B. Reel (5) 106 

' (G Ftoro) 5 fienn 6-10-11_XAhpura 99 

(Mncos&M Pcrisi M WHtatson 4-10-11 3t Itessay 116 
L& (A Holland) P rectos 5-10-11 —Hctunl Brennan 111 
: J.S) (M bcujig Mas VWiaarra 6-10-11-SKMfr 94 



dap Iwdte a HMon Abbot (2m 
minmridantudo N Qtotoi- 
IDGtftQl T7 to WiUyeflaa in hraicfe- 
IV.I in handicap badle N Kanpun 
Bond to ■moTDaini 9U1 «h ol 6 to 
Oh d 13 to Gn Sam to lonficap 
nu* a Canale* (2m. Sato. Ml 
u iiom.aood)) PremUrGma- 


612 5360-3 DOUBLE AGENT 31 (G5) (Hertad Oteel L«J) J Hrarad Johnson 5-10-9 - _L Corrntas 99 

613 160-B4 COTTAfiE PRINCE IS (M: h Thereto) J J ttwin S-104 --..-G.Ue 93 

614 512B43 TOTAL SBNAl 26F(ff.G) (aifier; SjuSota) GQTIe# (h) 5-10-5 .J P) - 

615 (VDO-F RHlT0MC7F(SKUWltan)JGonwpio)5-10-5-ff&3ian - 


?Pmce baa Ctone On Bfeh 51 to 
bto M13 to Cashaptoity n notice 
i in oowce haodcap fwneal S>a(- 
a a iMncanan ( 2 m gm to ami). 

PREMIER GENERATION te Men in dooQ lorn on dM Ftn and an mate a waring iaj)p«sanc« 

2.25 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN TROPHT 

(Handicap chase: £10,124: 2m) (5 omnere) 

301 -63221 INDIAN JOCKOT 43 (B.DJF.S5) P Pteca) M Pge6-11-13--.pi&5S )S 

302 11UP-1 bmfstal 30 mASt (B Mao*a) J Hnwd Johnson Ml -1..._.. „A P_MeCoy 136 
X3 13301- 

3 » 21^2 eSnaTHBio¥ WFJ).F.651 <c stauta) i Eaaaty 7-io-E.. L wyw i« 

BETTING: 7-4 Faesri. 7-2 Humean* Lamp. 4-1 Gieen &e*n Dai. GotdBi Irito. 7-1 todan Jodoy. 

1997 CALL EOUWAME 7-11-B1J Uini»* (13-2) P IWrih 7 can 

- -lot oea Woodstock WandB« l*' in tairieaplyittoahenE 

i .iiu Md AwctofMarMEtorAtunfilnikimahand- 


mmm 

w~— 


616 000326 COWLADECW _ 

J I7 J6443- B0WCUT? COURT 21F 
18 200-25 PRAHEMIhSTREL27 
619 4C3 TB4E FOR A GLASS 27 

620 /8511-BUSH DaJGHT 172 
621 POOO-5 IWGSDOWNTRRI 
622 MO CUTTWOATKB 11 


set i, 


111 (Ml. ooooi roresra oa* iw« . w 
a wS^sby (2m nmojo. good! Humcn»Lan»t*alS9*e 
( 2 WLOMdtosom. pev«uriy15l7ntoMHtonaeulnl BHd1- 
rMi indan Jockey (2lb bate of) 231 nil ann Groan Brean 
Desert 2 l 2 ndd 5 KiMsEmM imdeap Oust a VKiceaa 
to Thfl Eons in torelksp dhaa al Kaydoek (&n flood o aeft). 

FORESTAL is shll Hnprwfog and can Ww up he HWhohr s«*e» 


BLMtERHJ RRST THE: ChettBrtBnc 1.15 Sira 
Slap Command. Scufrweft 1.40 Wild Lilly. 2.15 


Boast 3.00 Shoe Party. 4 05 Quango. 
uOon Gal. 


COURSE SPECIALISTS FROM THREE MEETINGS 


Cheltenham 


Newcastle 


Southwell 


TRAMERS: F Mufti. 6 iwiwis hwn ?5 iranoj. 24 OV k*sUB»riey 
43 han 180 .23 9%: J jrfason. 10 tom 45.2?2». Mis S Brafflara. 4 
tom 28 143%: W Becfl. 5 tom 36.13SV 

JOCKEYS P town. 43 tamos tom Ml rides. 3&5J. fl e *'. r ?7: 

94.18.1 V T Reed. 9 tom 66.13XV R Mrflnfc. 5 hom 40.125V D 
(feta 5 tom 40.125V B Shrev. 16 bom 149.1U7V 


TRAMB&J Eustace, 4 anure tom 15 nnoas, 26.7V M PrescsO. 23 
tore 87.26.4%. J S Mcae. 3 torn 12.25 DV M Jdmsjon. <7 twn 231. 
203V M Chanran. 9 ham 49.114V P rtriam. 22 tom 123.179V 

JOCKEYS.'Kkrtxs ley mi II »naero*nm48/4fcs. 23.9V 12 

tom 68.179%: Mbs R 5 tom 31152%. M TehtaH 11 tom 78. 
14.1V 6 DufFeM. 33 tan 241.137V P McCabe. 17 tom 132.129V 




‘ j. 


S*9li 5 . .RMcCafir 

30 7-10-12 PfJMn 

7 -10-12 .. R Supple 

6-1912 C ucCnnacic (5) 

F ICs*i7 910-12 . K JdtoBta 
U Rrveicr 7-10-1? 

UfADeoKey (3i 

7 3Q& JOFBQ LE FORKS 600 F Mophy 7-10-12 0M^tad{5) 

8 3523 MANHATTAN RAT80W13 \k. 5 Broc2une 7 tu 12 

MrMBroauuft) 

9 T-3 MASTER NOlA 14 (SI MccJCamacta 8-i0 t2 fl Gntcy 

10 P-5aWC«faSRE 7 (D.GS}»*isLa*ai b-UJ-12 .BSote? 

tl -646 STHCTNG BEE 35 W Reed 7-1D-12.T Reed 

1? 5-P2whatarooler i3TiaBVio-io .. .jeauate 

l M ugh hunt 3-i SobBy to 92 hue 3ca. M tiv A F.xli p-i Ur->£ 
RanDM. 10-1 BoUAuttV i2-l Matte Una 20-■- ohsi 


2.05 STANNtNGTDN NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,4t! 2m 41) (14) 


1 541- BRANCH 0O 171 (D/) J Charlton 5-11 5 

2 OQ-? ARRANGE 20 F Usshy 6-10-12. 


'$&'■ i 





64 Sitoa Warmg 7-1 Doe Ryan's. 911 


e. Enzto Rdo, 191 rates. 



27 0 (Red Nadi RC) A J Mado (ta) 5-192 DtTSdtooi® - 

617 AS443- BOWCUFTE COURT 21F (S) (A Spenca) J Atetaftl 9192-JTtaarJ 87 

R Olrtto 4-llWJ-IIS 

I b Mhctain M WMtaaon 9190-.LCorcono (5) 89 

(lean Uurcfry) R CaUj 9190-R Wstfey 96 

ritril Pjetuerofip) R SnUh 9190-J Gotdsata gHl 

Ith S Seated) T Seated 9190 - __LSutbam “ 
Loq Iraricap: Wrie MmaeJ ULTare Fa A Gtos 911. klsh Utfl 99. Hn*dowi Trh 96. Ctdttaa Kid 
95. 

BFTRN& il-2 fata Wamra. 91 W ta t n aBtod ri . I9i Ctpv>. PW. Shop Comoraid. Nan in DriLDou- 

bt* Ago*. 12-1 often 

1997: SPEMDD 5-12-0 R Thornton (me Iw) b Wdrisoo 6 rai 

Zaflaran Riai 17l 5to nl 13 to lad Dal n horicap hrnfle (ftstod) al Kaas 
On 4L good to sod]. Quango oect 2nd d B to Cbotteen Hero hi ontop 
doses Pimww pm, sohj Motor CWppy 18 Sft d 9 to Amy Jotaan 
h lendicto Horde as Cod pm. sell; prwrowiy bad Soudan Man (1ft Dew off) start load to 19-runmr 
hander tilde al Naas (2m 41. ootxi to soil) Pmo WsaVjTa bea NMsgi'ry 81 ffl &iuma hantop rude al 
UOvetb f2m 41110yd. sod). HdaJts 5H 40i d 20 to Tha Quads In handcai lude d Grmran Pat (3m 
afl) Au»PTjl38l4r dIZIoKaesCtemnnwicehudaa wtncantai (2m£Lgu*fl Rans!iasre4l 
3rtd ii toHatetotardieaphfdleM Warick Pr sod). WNmtcosteaUHaneCkaid BtfttshSAntandl- 
i»laaitt al Chepstow pn 4L good). SharpCommatid tea JisstoiOne rack to nandcap 1u(riNSectw- 
nod (an 51110yd, good to sot) tain Cottage Prince (Em beds ol) i»4th. Dario Apart 1613rd u 8 to 
Glcnrie n tenap tede a SedgeOefd f2ra 51110yd, good) Dtgtal Slmd 5^1 3rd oH3 to latootan to 
OarefcwfuMinnrriypm4I ( soA)winri8annRuH4tobeteoq&iaai BowcUtoCoat 191 Sdd 
S to Ntaao Dm n harion teofe a UngTekj_pm 110yd. good to sol). Prafcto Minstrel 2115* to Lea 
iiifBtecaoteiaeaSWIadpT. jcoOL nmefor AGbbs 1713rdd 14 to bnae n rralden luma ft 

_id (2m, good). Irish Danya bed Win A tend 3UJ to lundtap hade a Faerri) (2m fif, good to Bm}. 

IQngsdciKiTra 2715(h d6 to Caany Beau m tondcap Iwde al CheAantan (2m ItOri.oaaU- 
BDWCUffE COURT should come Wo las own rara Oral he is grren a aaator test ol stantaa 


Betey 82 . — _ 

I Z.35 CARNATION STAKES (Div I: £1,945; 60 (16) 

PHrtley 119 

“ ■" OPaaro 13 

_T Santa 14 

aie-91 VKsitiy 16 
._.J P Spencer ra 5 

•11_J CUfai3 

499_W Ryan 12 

_GPirttn2 

_a crime 

_J Farming 10 

596 „ELDufflad7 

.. Data arson 1 

-84 DunMcKeovn 9 

94_GStacge B 

10 3-94 L Chomock 4 
194_TVMffla 15 

_ _ rifnet 5-8-3 A CJart 11 

3aiTLgmtD 3-1 lanoai litres. 9i fad Cascak. Taprar. 9i SnWy fan*. l9i-otoas 
llDHl heavy) . — - 

had to bed M ftp 

1.05 DAFFODIL HANDICAP (Div I: £1.987: 70 (16) 

or Price 8 
BOnflWdS 
Criiane 16 
.F Lynch 5 
-JIMni 
McGtonefl 

; SSta ® > 0040 TOWAA6 34JBJ),F.G) F Watson 997 

,» 9 0TO1 PLEASLBC21 (paASmHi 3-96-R FtaPdritt (5)15 

'jZ™, ^ 10 COO GAUArffFELLOW58CEgalon394 _.AMrtartiy0)2 

.7? II 6600 MUSTANG 83 (BJJ) C Tharaon 5-93-DatoGgrscn 2 

ESS in « -060 ROBEOA14/Eyre3-93- -OjMlM 

TSS m 13 4153 HSTBi WESTSOLBO 14® MtaRorafl693-DMc*irii«iB 

So M (E05 KOSEVD 55 (V^f 33^0 bar 4-92-RWtosam(3)l3 

*2^5 S 15 <640 BARRLS3Q22 (VD.ffl C Fortud4-91-Jftrrir«11 

_ 16 0501 BATALEUR 14 p) G Woodevd 9913-R Lnppta 7 

i Gratan - 92 Topton, 7-1 Efeft LeWo. Boataa. 9l tlskr WesBoand. 191 athss. 

si 

g 1,40 CARNATION STAKES (Div II: £1,945:61) (15) 

1 0000 I'MTff17MTtern*3913™-- RWteon® 12 

2 1410 MOST RSSFxCT^ Z3 {0D.Q HTWda 5911 .CroTMfcfB 

6.040(04Kid 3 5000 CAPE HOPE 127 QXS1SBoating999-SSlrorgelJ 

4 P000 MARTEfflALE 57 ft R Battman 99? _ J)Mctewi7 

n in DM. Dou- 5 DO® SANS WALE 39 teSt J Eyre W --- r_ R L pP »L’ 1 ? 

B 0300 TAliWffl30 PawWuk 495-^«mcte(5)4 

7 ATH36AN Hwaire M Warmg 394-5 

8 2400 CH-Ltl 8 P a*a 3-94-- -- r - S»o*bb ID 

nkanNtte. 9 0040 LA VOLTA 27 (D/.G) Mss J P*# 994-TWBamsB 



Bfl* 3913-R Whsfcai (3) 12 

(CD/JNTWdS 5911 .WroTtatferB 

5 Borning 399-S Starge 14 

RBattm»997 „ J)McXwwn7 


THUNDERER 

12.55 Free. 1.30 High island. 2.05 Noshinanni- 
kin. 2.40 Bramblebeny. 3.15 Woodfteid Gale. 
3.45 Ctairabefl. 

GOING GOOD TO SOFT (GOOD IN PLACES) SIS 

12.55 NORTHERN BACM8 JUVENILE NOVICES 
HURDLE (3-Y-O: £2285.2m) (8 rurmas) - 

. . . PNiren te 

. RGaea " 

.. . RMcGas 73 

.... jCafatftti - 

M? --Mi/JBSBB 76 
10 -.’ . . D Benin - 
. -CMcCamackfr 45 
g 7 at M BOCCT (5; 48 

5-6Rec.6-iHcrtftR 91 QE&|DoaS»oiVictor IB-l-w i?-ff«: 

1.30 GOSFQRTH PAHK NOVICES CHASE 
(£2.892: 3m) (12) 


.. B Storey 40 

IJartMfti IQ 


3 PP-BAHVWARQ 20BP F Kim 5-1912 - -Kjoticor. - 

4 09 CAP M HAND 237 Mrs SSUh 910-12 -._DJMoJSG 19 

5 lfl/2 CASTIXIOMN COUNT 19(G) UWExttibt 91912 

fiUcGnO 67 


THUNDERER 

12.05 Silent Warning. 12.35 Ramsey Hope. 1.05 
Sharp Scotch. 1.40 Maydoro. 2.15 Lady Caro¬ 
line. 2.50 Eyeballs Out 3.25 Druridge Bay. 3.55 
Love Academy. 

GOING: STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SS 

12.05 IRIS AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 

(£1,914:1m 60 (13 runners) 



U . 5 Brock - 

5-15-12 WMaston 88 
■-12...B Hartng - 
11912 .. J Staple - 
4-1912 f LeaPv - 
ll-ij W Ootatog (Si - 
1-1912 E CJ L tjnn - 
is :.... RSuric 33 
..STayW 70 

2 iCsflw«nCatfij 1 Aiiange i-i Fonuara; racw .: newranraem :C-t 

S-naPiCL 14 ! Patt/ttijjie Cre-Sai 16-r tiwss. 


2.40 NEWCASTLE FLOORING HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,762 2m ttOyd) ( 10 ) 

( 429 HUkBLSHRHV 21D (D.F.G.S) Ul 6 S.T.S1911-13 

Ui J Cnrafcy (71 103 

2 311* PRBCE0F5MNT5 C13 IS) trnaicr<ra 7-11-9 BHanoo 111 

3 40SBSVW14Bl»J,GS)MWE£1e.!ivil 11-0 _ FLeriqr - 

1 BO- LA RIVEM kU ICD Fi j Ctem c7196... A Storey 103 

5 62V SSCAL AN DORAS 728 IDf.G.Sl F Mach , 910-6 

UrJPlktartsm (5) - 

6 Wi uaupv a (F.G) J lWM» 7-196 .R sutae 111 

J 342- DATSnSGBlSE 195 LD5) J JeOcnon 6-104 E Canadian 116 
8 554- UNSTERGLDRV213 IG) U A EiSrtJ, 7.10-1 fl ticualh IDS 
3 2253 BLA2WG DAW) 13 CTXG.S) J Hu&jo ii-JO-D 

C McConnddi (6) {INI 

10 3-3P MOSS PAGEANT 13 (CD G)Fwy:«n 8 lOflTowSW 

M Samiftii 4-1 RtottO! s*n?i j-l Dartr. Gox.6-1 La 818L-- 
iroCam 19-1 Hmm Giori.Mzs Pajcan. u-i arers 

3.15 NEWCASTLE FLOORING HANDICAP HURDLE 

{3C2.836 2m 41) (6) 

: POST DOBE HAVE 9/6(GlRFeOcy 10-n il ECalUghai - 

3 2-31 WODDKLD BALE IB ftJJSj Ur, U KMH/ 5 19i: 

2 101-JOEBUC227 rCOUlFttninstr 10-12 . .0l5S3 RDa 

4 -35PC0taMAWHECR£Kll1(F£)ALkteie 19 H DPanar~ 

5 U-54 PUSHVALDCARD20(D£) J H Jrtttan 10-199 BHafdhg 110 
f B90 OWyDUHtWW 40 J Htnord Jotai^cn 5-194 

C UeCORTW* (5L 69 

n-3 Jae ac;. 2-i KbadteM CSc. 91 tra ft'.Hac 191 Ccmandv Diet. 
14'Utofuoun 16-1 DoBeHaac- 


3.45 ST M0DWEH HANDICAP CHASE 

(£3.501 3m) (6) 

1 U2-PPUREVALUE20ID.r&SjMivEari.’S*'ii ro PMwiTTO 

2 34-1 GAHJC BLUE 8 (G.S) Mrs S SroiLI J 11-6 (6t>) SDuoATOf 

3 111- STAGE FW»T 183 (C AF£Sf f Urt-X Mt 0 

OMtPlafl (5) 107 

4 5P9SMNBffiHMflAR227(DS)DFoj:»9i0 9 RUifirdh 34 

5 313- CLAIRABEU 216 (OGU Ooirrai MO S ..B Storey 116 

6 24-0 HEAVENLYCTTGEN 7 0XF^) J Oeason 10-iQ 4 K Johnson 114 

94CasltfBtJC.92Pi*TLa)jr. 3 i Sssge Fr^ri. 5-r Cbutei. ij.tSnevngFnn- 
an 20-1 Hoerfj Cilutn 


10 6050 MARVJAI* 50(F) J Ben i 3-84 ._P Fesuy 1 

11 DQU SHARP HEJT 23 D NiCtaU'. 3 84 . A McCarthy |3| 6 

12 DID? UAYDOftO 126 rtXS) U Poe; 9? 3 . WeGiOWto? 

ii 4000 GYMOIAKMYSTERY45GHomei3-M? . JQWI15 

14 DD45 NGAHtt PWCESS 40J M Sowcitty 3-7-12 PHoi»an(7)3 
»5 HOOF VrtLDULLVB(V)MRyan3-7-12 - - - ... FNamU 

9-2 5lajiHri.1l-2lbyJK.81 tb.irin 13-2 TmM 8-1 Wharv 



2.15 PEVERIL STAKES (2-Y-O. £2295 5f) (17) 

LCtiarnock 16 

. _.A CUri. 7 

i .. J Fanrmg 13 

__ .D Peas 8 

___ .KnTWdei 15 

. _ .T Sprats 1 

„ GDaffletJII 
nmn 8-3 ... F Norton 13 
Penta 83 .. PFtssey 10 

-3_A NchoK (5) 6 

___J Edrmds 9 

_.S Ftonamots (7) 14 

..NCaisfc3 

_ __ J 0 tann 2 

6-0 .Gflowri 17 

3- 1 linen Gri, 81 lady Canine. 81 nan vbml 91 tar Legs. 12-1 after. 

2.50 TUUPNURSfflY HANDICAP 

(2-Y-O: £2,853:70 (14) 

__aortflad? 

95 „PM0rtnn(7)3 

.... 5 Drownfl 9 

.AOsrt 1 

2 _ JTa »6 

_G Caret 14 

)_ACutraieia 

--jronniA 

bin 87 „...R Price 13 
-A McCarthy (3) 2 

_JFanhig 11 

3 _N Carts)* 12 

2_Mltaroy 5 

__ MO_P Fessay B 

4- 1 ttotoi SMOB. 91 EyedSfc on 81 Vtk 9 Iftten. Im«y Hand. 181 OK 

3.25 ULY STAKES (2-Y-O: £1.956: lm) (16) 

1 0000 BALLYCROY RIVH122 (3) B UcMjhcnfi-11 —V{toftOay2 

2 0020 DRUROGE BAY 8 M damn 811-A Criane 8 

,.3 0353 NATHANS 10025HHodltriwarl8II _.. tYflpofi 

4 0000 50LWDS COOL 48 S Bmnng 811 — _ .C Teague ft) 10 

5 5025 SWISS TOM 38 D Mririb 811- A Metafc ^ 15 

6 dioo THE DONK 22 B Ftottraeil 811--M FertM 14 

7 0400 CRAS1 CALL LADY 13 fV) C After F-6-NDrtstel 

8 020 EBONY 29 B Mcftfatn 86..__ —A P0« (5) 13 

9 4006 JE5SMCA 13AP Jcnas86-80rONM16 

10 0 JD1TUL WELD 25 B Bauta B-6--_..RUppta9 

11 0000 ULLJOWOfiMERTHYR 17 B PaAtog B-6_G Fidsror (3) 7 

12 2240 MISS CODY32 (B) T Eisterby 8-6-LChaiwck3 

13 0000 PtTRA 13 P Hotalng 8-b__—F Norton 12 

14 0600 POETS PROE 7 KR)bi B-6-A tteCaflliy (3) 4 

15 60S0 SCARLET 11 CTtantonBB -Dnan McKaown 11 

16 0063 SWPSOWSDOMAIN 13JSMoore86-rOWri(7)5 

81 Dnridge Bay. ii 2 SmsTani. 182 Mbs Cody 81 Wan s Hero 191 often. 


3.55 DAFFODIL HANDICAP (Div U: £1,977: 7f) (16) 

1 3525 COLONS.CUSTER 183 (DC Thorton3-813 D McKaran 10 

2 3100 HONEY STORM 39 (Cl M Chamon 8913 „Canth[ Marts 7 

3 102B ABTAAL 41 Wja/.Q Un N Maoutey 8912 —R Pfce 12 

4 5300 MAJTEAM1A 23 (BX &.S) S Bnrfng 5-812 .. C Teague (3) 2 

5 5261 KINGDOMRlBY 14 (D.S) McsCamado99-M LChanoctll 

6 0013 U«CACAOaKYBjCflMAV»BftiT89lO«fttfari*fi)' 

7 0065 PLEASURE TRICK 3 (CO^.G) Enrico haa 7-98 ttn TWoer 



5 0450 CLDHAMON 141 S KeBweK 898 

6 5000 NBKT AUCTION 30 (8) BPtUtog 3-95 

10 0052 THEATRE MAEJC 45 (CO) D Shaw 5-94 

11 25P0 MIA LBS 45 (Cl M Bell 4-94 

12 0130 CftfTICAL AIR 38 (BFJ1G) A McHae 393 

13 0206 TAML16 MO Moils 992 

14 30CS TWO WLUAMS 23 (SI U W bttrtw 991 

15 0014 DREL GfflJ. 8 (BFJ3. 

16 3460 DAflYABA013 (BJ)/. 


14 3005 TWO WUJAilS 23 TOM WEastat>y991 

15 0014 ORB.fam.8 (BFJ>5) M Rwn990-PM 

16 3460 DARYABAD13 (BJJJ.GS) RMrSri 8811 -A l 

5-1 LoreAcadesny.81 KtogdomUir. 7-1 TTeabe Mgic. 81 rim 


_ACrime4 

6 Fsufltnef P) 8 
1 Fanreno 15 
M Fenton 13 
14 

ebbril 


P McCabe 16 
.A McGione6 


SPORT 47 


YESTERDAY’S 

RESULTS 


Taunton 

900 i*f. 15GT.-C «a-J: VTIwWtMr .DGti' 
LKincf. 12-11. 2, ;tn 01 Oo-a^rx ■ I t-i laii 
j. Ha;-p. i.i-'fi'rai •:>;! :o 'Li. £.-> -rj :r, s, 
Tro lie jo era £•L':-j 
DF. £17 ro CSr sos: 

1 JO i 2 m i i t-dkii i. WHngTime >v. ? 4 i- 4 en 
191! 2 Erfau- Ut-. .I'll 3 E.-CM Efi-pv 
i91i F«MC" 81 Ui Kw* ", iv i Z ~1 

njJ Two Ell TO. EL-lAS C?'T3 EJ(V' C'F 
C5670 CSr £53 07 £ 5 ^ 3.5 

24)0 (2r. y cm 1. Kte Of Sparta ■>: 
ifrii. 2. Caraiautu iMi. 3 Pn'-u i 
'14-11 Mran FJi U.TIK il.Snnd J?.«I 
nun Tc£c £13 ?3 SS 10. LI 60. Li L'J n; 
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ZM Gm Ifi 1 . Prince Of IMBa (Fl V.aJf.. 
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£1030- C232.C1 tfi.C213 DF.£3fct ZS? 
£46 40 

XOO Cm.«r«*M i VScraTO Vasa f!i fl Fjr. 
mi. H -4 Ii,! t Tsp.jVat-'IG-r- 3 >.hiq 

(M Ji ^ Oi^iVSrvrr. ir-T: .1 

h Bri-.-. Ted? E31C Cl iC £2CO, £&'.■ 
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E3K» 7T 

030 :3m cn; I WsMng WBtan J Crt : S. 
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Going: .< 73^3 1 j ’.mr, r, 

1.10 'in rSei i Bartoy Meadow -U Nv- 

8ii 2 Ciao-Fwer 12-1* 3 Sine-.- 
Tig 1 33- ’ I J LrtWn; Girs ■" 2 u.. 10 rj- 
■ i. I J fi Fore Tot? 17 70 £1 60, SJ t;- 
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£715 
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£1CC5 
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£3 C3 DF £14 CO CSF Cl 34 
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Magur?, 94 U'. 2. LaTv Primula |5-1|. 2 
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DF £3720 CSF £81 49 TneasJ £63049 
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I'J. IN K Mrttf Toie £4 30. £1 10, £380. 
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1J50 (61) 1. Paddock tnnecdon (N Day. 
20-1). 2. Jazaac (81). 3. QcUgetyoubrertli 
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£520. £320. £160 DF' £940) CSF 
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£32.10 CSF £102.61. 
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181): 1 Fed Maslar (181). 3. Opera Bril 
114-1) ForVak*j4.giw 9ran 2y,i*JRIn 
rom. Toro £11 BO. £t 40. £2 30. £2.00 DF 
Q5460. CSF £103.44 
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4, Gactje (14-1) 16ran. I'J. stihd B HJb 
Tote £760: C2'40 £250 Cl 60. £330 DF 
CiaaOCSF E4R51 Tricast £11171. 

3- 50 (71) 1.Mutatwack (F Norton. Ilfllau): 
2 Parti (91). 3. CSversfieU /14-1) 15 
ran NR Lord Shy 4i a G L Moore Trie- 
£200. £1.70, £210 £300 DF: £570 CSF 
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Ptecepot £77890. Quadpot £35-00 
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FULL RESULTS SERVICE 168 


FREE TtNLEFORM HORSES TO FOLLOW (CHASING SEASON 
1938/99) BOOKLET FOR FIRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS 
slaking S20 or more using Switch, Delta or Solo bank or 
building society debit cards. 

| r£J8S$0800444040 

j (HlatBisn ntta lawaoneel perc*«SJO.Cw IB^oa^) 

I ‘Free Time form Book will be aeat within 10 to M days of 
yow first bet being placed. rrartg— 



2 mltefc cherrenhsm 150pm. Live on Ota TV. 

Premier Generation Frldolin 

Mukdar Kind Prince 

Davoski Mm Schnoztie 

Explain This fct-fitl Sharp Move 

Act Of Defiance EED3 Western Chief 

Rusk ESQ ■Gddiam'S Princess 

Daira Wt£IU OtUe Joe 

Walk On By Silver Sumai 

Super Fellow 

0*l,a«rOwOiiw1**l>ientai*plK«L2.\4. ® 4acnj»tMn. 

AiaMVa w to 1 J5f». bneruft Rule <k)'MV aptayten nmw - no DM 

ILATBT MLUAM fflJ. OTOS ON TH^TEXT CS4 PSOVWOWUI 


TO OPEN A QUWr ACCDIMT FHL&HOM 0800 2W *92. MflLLlAM HIU BUIES APPLY WUCES SUBJECT TO f lUCTUATlOfi. 




nnhr SkvDiqital has a signal that covers the whole of the UK. And while other companies 
° n y y “ -rv throU gh your existing aerial, it has been officially recognised that a lot 

° ffer V °te wont receive the signal at all and many of those who do will need a new aerial 
t S^anyway. So dont take any chances. 

^kvDioital visit your nearest SkyDigital retailer for a simple demonstration. 
To expenence sky « now for more infomnat i on on 0870 240 2000 ref. ME10 

see www.skydigitffl-co.uR u 
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Ferguson 
keeps 
plenty in 
reserve 

By Kjevtpj Eason 


THE prospect of playing a 
reserve side for a place in the 
semi-finals of the Worthington 
Cup would normally brighten 
George Graham's day. An 
appearance at Wembley, some¬ 
thing that he achieved in his 
first season in charge of 
Arsenal, would provide a wel¬ 
come boost for the new Totten¬ 
ham Hotspur manager and 
supporters who have endured 
a barren spell since the FA 
Cup victory of 1991. 

Except that the reserves that 
Spurs will face come from 
Manchester United, who re¬ 
main favourites to daim a 
place at Wembley despite the 
fact that Alex Ferguson is re¬ 
fusing to field his first-team 
regulars in the competition. 

Ferguson, the United man¬ 
ager, is determined to stand by 
his second-string players, part¬ 
ly because it gives him an op¬ 
portunity to rest his first- 
choice players, who have a gru¬ 
elling schedule of four games 
in 11 days around the time of 
the visit to White Hart Lane an 
December 2. 

A reserve side that can boast 
Jordi Cruyff and Ole Gunnar 
Solksjaer will still be feared by 


QUARTER-FINALS I 


Wimbledon v Chelsea 
Tottenham v Man Utd 
Sund erla nd v Luton 
Leicester v Blackburn 

D Tres to be pla>«d weak commenc¬ 
ing November 30. 


Graham’s men. according to 
Ferguson. ‘They will play 
against Tottenham. We have 
said what our policy is and we 
want to do well. We will pick a 
team which we think will win. 
but also using my pod to its ut¬ 
most advantage." he said. 

“That particular week is 
quite a difficult one for us be¬ 
cause we have a Sunday game 
against Leeds, then a game 
against Aston Villa and then 
Bayern Munich die week after 
that If you ask our fans which 
team I should play against Tot¬ 
tenham. 1 think they will tell 
you all right" 

The draw for the last eight 
guarantees the appearance of 
one Nationwide League team 
in the semi-finals with Sunder¬ 
land, who beat Everton on pen¬ 
alties, facing Luton Town, of 
the second division, at the Sta¬ 
dium of light. 

Chelsea have also been 
brought bade to reality after 
demolishing Arsenal SO. 
drawing Wimbledon in the 
quarter-finals. They played 
what amounted to a scratch Ar¬ 
senal side on Wednesday 
night but a sterner test awaits 
them at Selhurst Park where 
Wimbledon will be keen to ex¬ 
ploit the money-making poten¬ 
tial of making further 
progress in die competition. 

Meanwhile. Leicester Ciiy, 
who beat Wimbledon in the 
semi-finals in 1997, are lining 
up a Wembley return. They 
face Blackburn Rovers, who 
put their Premiership strug¬ 
gles behind them by beating 
Newcastle United on penal¬ 
ties. at Filbert Street 
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Minnows travel to Fulham hoping to take a le af out of United’s book 

Leigh’s army dreaming of glory 


By Stephen Wood 

THERE will be a southbound 
exodus from the metropolitan 
borough of Wigan this week¬ 
end but, in a rare switch of 
allegiance, few will bother to 
stop off in Watford for the con¬ 
clusion of the rugby league 
international series. Instead, 
they will make for Fulham’s 
Craven Cottage ground, con¬ 
sumed with expectation for 
what is the biggest match in 
the memory of Leigh RMl 
football dub. 

That statement is, perhaps, 
a little cheeky, for Leigh have 
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only been m existence for 3 a 
years but, in truth, it could 
also apply to their 109-year 
history as Horwich RMT. In 
1995. with no future for them 
in Horwich, they changed 
their name, address and. to an 
extent, their identity. 

The immediate result of the 
move was relegation farther 
into the abyss of non-league 
football Moreover, the six- 
mile relocation took them 
from the football-friendly envi¬ 
rons of Bolton to the rugby 
enclave of Wigan. 

That is why their FA Cup 
first-round dale with Fulham, 
on Sunday, is so important 
Leigh have since regained 
their position in the UniBond 
League premier division and 
are again one consistent sea¬ 
son away from reaching the 
Football Conference, but inter¬ 
est around the town has re¬ 
mained focused on the oval 
ball. 

The imbalance will swing in 
their favour this time, though, 
for upwards of 2,000 people 
will travel with them to ffal- 
ham. Alan Robinson, Leigh's 
secretary, said: Tt is a major 
breakthrough for us, and it is 




*’l:-***%/- 


Whealing, formerly with Blackburn Rovers, prepares for the FA Cup tie at F ulham on Sunday in the less-glamorous surroundings of Leigh RMI 


difficult to comprehend the 
level of interest and excite¬ 
ment we’ve been attracting 
recently. 

“The dub had to move from 
Horwich. mainly because the 
pitch at Grundy Hill did not 
meet Football Association limi¬ 
tations — it was like a ski 
slope. We have struggled to 
settle down at Hilton Park, 
and the crowds of around 300 
have been very disappointing, 
but this is the day we have 
been praying for. 

“The supporters’ club has 
never worked so hard but of 
course, they have a product to 
sell now. That is the power of 


the FA Cup and we j ust hope 
everyone keeps coming back 
when all this fuss has died 
down.” 

Fulham, of the Nationwide 
League second division, need 
not fear the giant-kflling pedi¬ 
gree of Leigh. As Horwich, 
they reached foe first round 
on two occasions, in 1928 and 
1982, losing to Scarborough 
and Blackpool respectively. 

Perhaps Leigh can summon 
up some of the Cup tradition 
of a club that was once their 
neighbours. The initials RMI 
stand for Railway Mechanics 
Institute, relating to the days 
when Horwich was the main 


site for maintenance on the 
Lancs and Yorks railway. 
That site was originally at 
Newton Heath, which 
spawned two clubs: Leigh, via 
Horwich. was one. Manches¬ 
ter United the other. 

Had fate, or Roy Hodgson, 
not conspired against him. 
Anthony Whealing, the 
22-year-old Leigh left bade, 
could have been playing for 
Blackburn Rovers against 
United at Old Trafford on Sat¬ 
urday. Released by Hodgson, 
foe Blackburn manager, over 
foe summer. Whealing had 
trouble finding another profes¬ 
sional dub and is holding on 


to the meeting with Fulham as 
a way of attracting belated at¬ 
tention from league managers. 

Whealing will not be daunt¬ 
ed by Craven Cottage. As an 
understudy to Graeme Le 
Saux at Blackburn, he was in¬ 
volved in the Champions’ 
League campaign, earning a 
place on the Blackburn bench 
for the match away to Spartak 
Moscow. Tt was an amazing 
experience," he said. “I’ll nev¬ 
er forget it although not 
many people do. because that 
was the match when Le Saux 
and David Batty came to 
blows on the pitch.” 

Disillusioned. Whealing 


Hendrie sets sights on another golden goal 


WHEN the draw fortiie first round 
of the FA Cup was made, those with 
long memories were struck by the tie 
that paired Manchester City with 
Halifax Town at Maine Road to¬ 
night Their thoughts went back to 
the third round on January 5.1980. 
at The Shay, when City, then in the 
old first division, lost to Halifax, of 
the fourth division —■ a result that 
was generally regarded as the low 
point of Malcolm Allison's second 
spell as City manager. 

Paul Hendrie, foe scorer of the 
only goal that day, will no doubt be 
taking note of events in Manchester, 
but he also has a cup-tie of his own 
to think about He now manages 
Tam worth, of the Dr Martens 
League premier division, who take 
on Exeter City, of the Nationwide 
League third division, at the Lamb 
Ground tomorrow 

Nevertheless, Hendrie, who runs 
an industrial cleaning business, re¬ 
called bis winner against City with 
fondness. It came in the 75th minute 
of a match played in difficult condi¬ 
tions. “Andy Stafford crossed, John 
Smith laid it off and I was support- 


Nick Szczepanik hears the manager of Tamworth reminisce 
about a giant-killing and dream of a family reunion 


ing from midfield,'* he said. T timed 
the run right. Joe Corrigan came out 
and I hit it into the bottom corner. 

“I’ve had ups and downs in the FA 
Cup. When I was with Birmingham 
City. I was sub in the FA Cup semi-fi¬ 
nal against Fulham at Hillsborough 
and 1 played in tire replay. Fulham 
scored foe winner so late that they 
were announcing on the Tanncy the 
details for ticket allocations for foe 
second replay at Highbury. Without 
doubt, tire goal against City is the 
best cap memory I’ve had. It will al¬ 
ways stick in my mind.” 

The two dubs are separated by 
only IS league places today, but it is 
worth recalling that in 1980, City, al¬ 
though in tire middle of a sticky 
patch when they went to Halifax, 
were fixtures in the top division and 
reached tire FA Cup Final the next 
season, losing to Tottenham Hot¬ 
spur after a replay. 

“Of course City were a high-pro¬ 


file dub," Hendrie said. “They'd 
signed Steve Daley for £15 minion, 
and we were in the old fourth divi¬ 
sion.” So George Kirby, tire Halifax 
manager, went to unusual lengths to 
even the odds. "He brought in a hyp- 



Hendrie plans to outwit Exeter 


notist, someone called Remark, 
from London, who was supposed to 
have a curse on Malcolm Allison.” 

If nothing so exotic. Hendrie has 
plans for the game tomorrow 
against Exeter. “We had them 
watched on Saturday, and my assist¬ 
ant went to see them at Rochdale on 
Tuesday." Predictions? “No. Well 
just go out there and give it our best 
shot” 

He is sure of one thing, however 
— that his side will take Exeter on 
for skill, rather than try to muscle 
them out of their game. “1 don’t en¬ 
courage kick and rush. I like to get it 
down and play. There's no sense in 
changing our tactics and the type of 
players I’ve brought in don’t play 
that way," Hendrie said One of his 
most experienced players. Tim 
Steele, is a former Exeter man. 

“We’re looking forward to ft. The 
one thing a league dub doesn't want 
is to be drawn away to a non-league 


dub and while Exeter are quite 
strong at home, their away ream! 
isn’t that good. And they will be up 
against a partisan crowd. Our sup¬ 
porters are very loud and could play 
a big part” 

A win over league opposition 
would push those Manchester City 
memories hard, but there is one far¬ 
ther possibility that could eclipse 
even that magic moment in 1980. 
Should Tamworth reach the third 
round, there is the chance that Hen¬ 
drie could face his son, Lee. the mid¬ 
field prodigy at Aston Villa. 

“He’s a different sort of player, al¬ 
though I've nursed him along and 
guided him in what I thought were 
the right ways," his father said. And 
it is not just in playing style that the 
two have differed. “I played for Bir¬ 
mingham. he plays for Villa; I 
played for Scotland Under-ISs and 
he’s got his England caps." 

But the two might just might find 
themselves in opposition if foe right 
bails should come out of the bag. 
“Lee has mentioned it too.” Hendrie 
said. “It would be lovely to draw Vil¬ 
la — a dream come true.” 



stopped playing after leaving 
Blackburn, an early retire¬ 
ment prevented only by the 
persuasive powers of Gerry 
Luczka. the assistant manager 
at Leigh. 

The FA Cup itself was on 
display at Leigh$ training 
session last night, for all those 
new fans to admire. And if 
Waywell can outfox another 
big-name manager in Kevin 
Keegan on Sunday, the conse¬ 
quences for Leigh are unthink¬ 
able. That would get us uni¬ 
versal acceptance back 
home.” Robinson said. “In 
fact, I don't think we’d be able 
to cope with the attention.” 


Harold 
takes 
initiative 
in final 

■ SNOOKER: Dave Harold 
closed in on the second 
tournament win of his 
seven-year professional 
career, and an automatic 
wild-card invitation to the 
Masters at Wembley later 
this season, by establishing a 
4-3 lead over David Gray, of 
Morden, in the opening 
session of the best-of-17-frame 
Benson and Hedges 
championship final at 
Malvern yesterday. 

Harold, the world No 19. 
from Stoke, moved within 
five frames of his first title 
since the 1993 Asian Open 
despite Gray accumulating 
213 points before Harold, who 
trailed 2-0, potted a ball 

■ TENNIS: Venus Williams, 
of tire United States, has 
withdrawn from the Chase 
Championships in New York 
next week because of a 
recurring right knee 
problem. Williams, who had ' 
been receiving daily 
treatment on the knee, which 
she strained earlier in the 
year, said: T would have 
loved to have been able to 
play but it's not possible." 
Listed fifth on the tour’s 
computer rankings, she 
would have.been making her 
first appearance in the 
seasorvending tournament at 
Madison Square Garden. 

■ ROWING: The Fours Head 
of foe River, from Mortiake 
to Putney, on Saturday has 
again bom massively 
oversubscribed, with the 
permitted maximum of 550 
crews readied two days 

I before foe official dosing 
date. The entry sees club 
rowers rubbing shoulders 
with Britain’s top 
internationals and the flotilla 
will be led off by a quad scull 
of German international 
lightweights from Mainzer. 
the first foreign club to win 
the event in 1997.. 

■ CRICKET: Two Pakistan A 
batsmen suffered broken 
bones leading to the 
abandonment of their tour 
match in Timam New 
Zealand, yesterday because 
of a dangerous wicket 
Wajahatullaha Wasti 
suffered fractured ribs and 
Taimur Khan had his thumb 
broken while batting against 
Northern Conference. The 
incidents came on the second 
day. At the abandonment, 
Pakistan A were 141 for six. 
replying to Conference's 
score of 272. 

■ WEIGHTLIFTING: Plain en 

Jeliazkov. of Bulgaria, set 
world records for foe snatch 
and the total lift in the 69kg 
division at the world 
championships yesterday. 
Jeliazkov set a record for the 
snatch with a lift of 160.0 kg, 
bearing the previous mark of 
158.0. Then Jeliazkov’s clean 
and jerk of 190.0kg matched 
foe record set by the 
International Weightlifting 
Federation when foe weight 
categories were readjusted. 




Havant pitch in 
for cup contests 

By Sydney Friskin and Cathy Harris 


HAVANT will ensure that 
their new dual-colour, artifi¬ 
cial turf pitch is given a thor¬ 
ough work-out when they 
stage two third-round matches 
in the English Hockey Associa¬ 
tion Cup on Sunday. The wom¬ 
en take on Slough and are fol¬ 
lowed by foe men. who 
entertain Reading. 

The latter is one of three ties 
that pair dubs from the Na¬ 
tional League premier division. 
Guildford and Old Lough terti¬ 
ans will dash at Broadwater 
School, Godaiming- Ian Jen¬ 
nings. the Guildford player- 
coach, relies on Hall. Samp¬ 
son and Fox in attack and Old 
Loughlonians will pin hopes 
on Smith and Thompson for 
their goals. Cannock, the hold¬ 
ers, entertain Beeston, who 
they beat 4-1 m the final at Mil- 
ton Keynes last season. 

Saltgate, with a surplus of 
talent, wifi be fielding a re¬ 
serve side for the away match 
against Firebrands, but the ap¬ 
pointment of Todd Williams 
as captain and the return of 
Soma Sin^h after injury, 
should provide enough experi¬ 
ence to cany them through. 

The premier division march 
between Cannock and Read¬ 
ing should be the highlight of 
a Rill National League pro¬ 
gramme tomorrow. 

In the women's national 
league. High town are fast ac¬ 


quiring a reputation as the 
draw specialists, with five out 
of five, inducting holding the 
champions. Slough. They will 
be happy enough with another 
point from Ipswich, the lead¬ 
ers. tomorrow. 

Tina Cullen, the Hightown, 
England and Great Britain 
striker, said; “Ipswich are the 
form side and although our 
squad has improved beyond 
all recognition this season, foe 
experience of playing against 
a quality team should help 
them learn some of the tricks 
of the trade." 

Cullen, who is the league’s 
all-time leading goalsoorer. 
Carolyn Reid, the goalkeeper, 
and the former England and 
Great Britain captain. Linda 
Carr, in midfield, form the 
backbone of the Hightown 
squad. The schoolgirl in tern a- 
' tionals. Annalisa Bishop. 
Nicky O'Donnell. Kate Hen¬ 
drick and the Walsh sisters, 
Kate and Rachel represent the 
future of the dub. 

“Finishing in the top four 
and qualifying for the play¬ 
offs is our priority," Cullen 
said. “Our results have shown 
we can compete against the 
best" 

Lucy Youngs, who has a foot 
injury, is the only doubt for an 
Ipswich side unbeaten tinder 
Nick Thompson, their new 
coach. 


TENNIS; VICTORY FOR HENMAN TODAY WILJL CONFIRM PLACE IN ATP TOUR FINALS 


Rusedski holds right course 


EQUESTRIANISM 


GREG RUSEDSKI moved 
within touching distance of the 
ATP Tour championship in 
Hanover when he defeated 
Vincent Spadea, of the United 
States, in the second round of 
the Scania Open in Stockholm 
yesterday. 

In a carbon-copy of his open¬ 
ing-round defeat of Tommy 
Haas on Wednesday. Rused¬ 
ski raced away with the first 
set before encountering great¬ 
er resistance. He needed five 
match points before finally sub¬ 
duing Spadea, who is one of 
the most improved players on 
foe rircuit this year. 

The Hanover race comes to 
a head for Rusedski and Tim 
Henman today. Victory for 
Henman, who plays Magnus 


By Julian Muscat 

TENNIS CORRESPONDENT 

Gustafsson, of Sweden, would 
book his place in the eight- 
man finals. Rusedski plays 
Daniel Nestor, of Canada, in 
another quarter-final in which 
victory for the No 4 seed, who 
has won more indoor marches 
than any other player this 
year, would require him to 
win his semi-final on Saturday 
to clinch his berth. 

Rusedski's passage to Hano¬ 
ver was eased considerably 
when Pete Sampras, his pro¬ 
jected semi-final opponent in 
Stockholm, was beaten m foe 
first round by Jason Stolten- 
berg. of Australia. Rusedski be¬ 
came the first British player 


reach the Hanover finals last 
year, when injury forced his 
withdrawal at the round-robin 
stage. Britain has never had 
two representatives in the tour¬ 
nament, which has prize-mon¬ 
ey of $3.3 million. 

Both hold healthy leads 
over the pursuing Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, of Russia. Kafeln¬ 
ikov is engaged in Moscow 
this week, where he must win 
the tournament and hope that 
either Rusedski or Henman 
slips up to claim a place in 
Hanover. 

Inactive yesterday. Kafelnik¬ 
ov, who is himself under pres¬ 
sure from Goran Ivanisevic, 
today plays Guillaume Raoux. 
of France, for a semi-final 
place. 



Rusedski: straight-sets win 


BOWLS: ENGLAND RETURN TO ACTON LOOKING TO CONFIRM QUARTER-FINAL PLACE 


Champions enjoy strong position 


ENGLAND, the defending champions, 
lead die section A league table after seven 
out of 11 rounds of the Manulife Hong 
Kong international classic pairs here at 
Kowloon and appear certain to qualify 
for the quarter-finals. 

Andy Wills and Stuart Airey were invit¬ 
ed to represent England in the classic in 
19%, after a succession of high-profile 
players had turned in disappointing per¬ 
formances. and won the triples that year, 
followed by the pairs last year. Returning 
to the green after a rest day, they take on 
Australia. Kowloon Cricket Club and the 


From David Rhys Jones 

IN HONG KONG 

local Club de Recreio today, and complete 
their round-robin programme against 
Craigengower Cricket Club tomorrow. 

Smith Africa, who are hoping to 
appear in their fifth successive final lead 
section B, one point ahead of New Zea¬ 
land, with Ireland in fourth place. Wales 
have an outside chance of finishing in the 
top four in section A. but Scotland’s 
hopes of qualifying for the last eight ap¬ 
pear to be slim, as they are at present lan¬ 


guishing in eighth place in the section B 
table. 

The overseas players all agree that the 
standard of the local teams is improving. 
Kowloon, Craigengower and the official 
representatives of foe Hong Kong Bowl¬ 
ing Association are all in line for places 
in the knockout stage. 

MANULIFE HOMO KOtW INTERNATIONAL CLASSIC 
PAIRS: Section A: i. England I2pis. 2. AusmUta 11. 3. 
CratgenpowwCC 10.4, Hong Konqg. 5. Waloo 9.6. Meiay- 
SH 6. r, Kbwtoon cce a fneflan RC 6. g, amtntwe 5 to. 
VAdonaA I1.HKCC4.12. CluOde Redan 0 Section B: I, 
South Abica 12.2. Now Zealand H: 3. Kowloon BC 9.4. Ire¬ 
land B. 5. HKBA a. fl. Cnannei islands 7. 7. Canada 7. B. 
Scotland6.9.ShaT«5:10.Poico4. ll.FrtpnoCtu04. 
IZMKFC3 


Whitaker takes 
steps to recover 

From Jenny MacArthur in berltn 


JOHN WHITAKER under¬ 
lined his rapid recovery from 
his fall from Hunter's Level in 
Vienna when he and his 
young Russian-bred stallion. 
Steps Helsinki, won the 
opening evenL a speed class, 
at the Berlin international 
show yesterday. 

Although still sporting a cut 
above his right eye and nurs¬ 
ing a bruised shoulder. 
Whitaker’s bold riding in the 
confined space of foe Velo¬ 
drome Arena relegated Alois 
Follmann-SchweckhorsL of 
Germany, on Aperio, to sec¬ 
ond place by 0.13sec. Thomas 
Voss, another German, who 
had led for the first half of the 
dass for 7 and ^year-old hors¬ 
es, finished third on Clinton. 

Clearly delighted at this 
timely fillip to his fortunes. 
Whitaker was fall of praise for 
his young black stallion, 
which he bought in Norway 18 
months ago. “He’s definitely 
one for the future. He’s got a 
good jump, a good tempera¬ 
ment and he can cover the 
ground." he said. 

Steps Helsinki had indicat¬ 
ed his potential at Hickstead 
this summer, where he won a 
dass in the outside arena and 
was also placed in the grade B 
event. This is only his second 
show abroad. Whitaker, in 
common with the other lead¬ 
ing riders, welcomed foe addi¬ 


tion of these classes to t 
schedule. “It means you c 
bring on a young horse wh 
still competing with your nu 
string ” he said. 

Frusrraringly his rrn 
horse here. Amber tfu Mon. 
is, whom he hopes to jump 
the World Cup qualifier tomi 
row, has a heel infectic 
Whitaker is hoping that 
will recover in time but ai 
precaution he gave Virtual \ 
lage Welham. a warm-up 
foe Etemit Prize. 

The 18-year-old gelding 
which, ironically, Whhai 
had a bad fall in the qualif 
here last year, completed 
careful dear round in the da 
won by Gilbert Bockmann. 
Germany. 

Di Lampard, whose ele 
enfo place at the world cham 
onships in Rome last mon 
was the best performance bj 
British competitor, was aga 
the best of the four Britons 
foe Etemit Prize, finishii 
tenth of the 52 starters on A 
dadty. Geoff Billington hi 
foe penultimate fence down i 
Niko and Michael Whitaki 
John’s younger brother, colle 
ed 1~25 time faults on Ashley 

Cup: '■ Steps Nets** 
«*K*w. GBt O m S4 37sec. 2. Apeno 
^o^mScrrmcl^orsi. Gen 0 . 54 50 
Off on (T VgsvGen 0. 5531. Etui 
P* tes- 1 , Bockmaw-s Gretna Green 
wjowarm. Get) 0. 47*. £ Prut QH 
*^*™£*»*r. GerlO. 4fl 7S 3. Gore 
ei iM Bvmg. Get) 0.49 78 
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: ?HggXHj!!jg N= WORLD CUP QUALIFIER OFFERS CHANCE FOR DUTCH TO PROVE COURAGE 

England show no mercy 


SPORT 49 


Words do no justice 
to voice of McLaren 


By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 
and John Goodbody 

THERE will be no concessions 
from England at Huddersfield 
tomorrow. They will treat 
toetr Dutch opponents in the 
World Cup qualifying game at 
the McAlpine Stadium as they 
would any other international 
team. ‘The first thing you do. 
in any international match, is 
establish dominance in even- 
area you canr Martin John¬ 
son, the captain, said. 

The Netherlands would not 
want it any other way. They 
seek to be respected for their 
achievement m reaching this 
stage of the tournament, and 
England will give them their 
due. At the same time. Eng¬ 
land supporters will be disap¬ 
pointed of the team does not 
comfortably exceed their 
record total of 60 points in an 
international that was 
achieved in 1987. 1994 and 
1998 against, respectively. Ja¬ 
pan, Canada and Wales. 

‘There is a danger of play¬ 
ing down the Dutch.-Jason Le¬ 
onard, who will be winning 
his 64th cap. said. “They will 
be lo oking for a professional 
performance as much as we 
are. If there is a safety aspect 
to be considered, it will come 
down to common sense from 
the players involved, and the 
referee (Roger Duhau. of 
France]. We will prepare in 
the same way as we will 
against Italy, Australia and 
South Africa.” 

The tournament organisers 
have surely pitched the ticket 
prices too high for the qualify¬ 
ing games, with top prices of 
£20 for tomorrow, £12 for the 
meeting of Italy and The Neth¬ 
erlands next Wednesday and 
£30 for England’s final qualifi¬ 
er. against Italy, on November 
22. A crowd of between 
10.000-15.000 is expected to¬ 
morrow. dropping to some 
5.000 next Wednesday and up 
to 20,000 — some 4500 below 
capacity — on Sunday week. 


CHAH tES Wft CKr 



Guscott the Bath centre, spins the ball out to his fellow threequarters during the England training session yesterday 


Top price for the recent rug¬ 
by league international be¬ 
tween Great Britain and New 
Zealand staged on the same 
ground was £17. 

However, the Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Union has linked a series 
of seminars to the qualifying 
tournament designed to help 
local clubs with aspects of 
funding, youth development 
and medical’ aid. while the 
presence in the Dutch XV of 
Caine Elisara may inspire 
some of his Wakefield col¬ 
leagues to support their No 8. 

There is controversy over 
drug-testing at tomorrow’s 
game because nationally-rec¬ 
ognised sampling officers are 
not being used. Urine speci¬ 
mens will not be analysed at 


King's College. London Uni¬ 
versity but will be flown to Ma¬ 
drid for testing at another labo¬ 
ratory accredited by the Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee. 

Apart from some years at 
Wimbledon, this is the first 
rime for any leading sports 
event in Britain that the 
United Kingdom Sports Coun¬ 
cil (UKSQ and King’s College 
have not been involved. 

The decision not to use sam¬ 
pling officers qualified by the 
UKSC, for both this match 
and also Scotland's qualifying 
match against Portugal at 
Murrayfield, was described as 
“amazing” by Ismail Jakote. 
the medical adviser to the 
South African Rugby Union. 

“i cannot understand why. 


when there is a reputable inde¬ 
pendent system for sampling 
in countries hosting the match¬ 
es. anything needs to go else¬ 
where.” Jakote said. 

The UKSC oversees the sam¬ 
pling and analysis for all four 
home unions and the interna¬ 
tional Rugby Board. 

But for this tournament the 
Rugby World Cup (RWQ will 
be using a team assembled by 
Mike Anderson, the honorary 
doping controller for the com¬ 
petition. Although South Afri¬ 
ca used Anderson for the 1995 
World Cup, Jakote said this 
was because there no sam¬ 
pling system established in the 
republic at the time. 

“If we ever host the World 
Cup again we would expect to 


collect and test ail the samples 
ourselves just as wc expected 
Britain to do.” he said. Chris 
Thau, a RWC spokesman, 
said that in 1995. the IOC ob¬ 
server had approved the sys¬ 
tem and pointki out that An¬ 
derson was ensuring continui¬ 
ty- 

□ The Newcastle captain, 
Dean Ryan, will go into hospi¬ 
tal next week for a neck opera¬ 
tion that will keep him out of 
rugby until mid-February. 
Ryan needs surgery on a pro¬ 
lapsed disc David Rees, the 
England wing, will start his 
first Allied Dunbar Premier¬ 
ship match of the season for 
Sale tonight, after an eight- 
month battle to recover from a 
groin injury. 


Netherlands taught the Old tricks 


7 |1 he train is leaving 
I the station and we 

I must he on it even 

.A. if we are the last 
carriage,” Geoff Old said The 
World Cup locomotive is bring¬ 
ing The Netherlands to 
England for a match that 
could become a nightmare for 
the Dutch players, given the 
yawning chasm that exists 
between the sides. 

International rugby has 
well-defined strata and if Eng¬ 
land. who play The Nether¬ 
lands at Huddersfield tomor¬ 
row, are in the top-five layer, 
the Dutch lurk somewhere be¬ 
low the top 20. It is hardly the 
fault of The Netherlands if suc¬ 
cess in their own pool sudden¬ 
ly brings them swimming into 
the jaws of a basking shark, 
though the draw has been less 
than kind. 

Having overcome their 
peers from Poland, Ukraine 
and Belgium, the Dutch then 
fell 42-3 to Romania; even so 
they had done enough to reach 
the final European qualifying 

Scotland 
warned 
by Peters 

By Alas da/r Reid 

THE New Zealand Maoris 
have named four All Blades in 
their line-up to play Scotland 
at Murrayfield tomorrow. The 
players are Adrian Cashmore, 
the full back. Caleb Ralph, the 
centre. Norm Berryman, the 
left wing, and Kees Meeuws, 
the tight-head prop. A fifth 
capped player. Glen .Osborne, 
the wing, has been named as a 
replacement 

The Maoris, who scored n 
tries in their 69-3 win over Ed¬ 
inburgh Reivers on Wednes¬ 
day. go into the match defend¬ 
ing a four-year unbeaten 
record. Their international 
conquests since losing to East¬ 
ern Province in 1994 have in¬ 
cluded Western Samoa. Ton¬ 
ga, Fiji, Argentina and. most 
recently. England, who were 
trounced 62-14 during their m- 
feted tour to the southern hem¬ 
isphere last summer. 

Eric Peters, the Bath No 8, 
said that Scotland face an awe¬ 
some task. “Guys like " 

ty and Ben Stumhainat Barn 
said they were the Jbest stoe 
they faced on the whole tnp. 
Peters said. “When you consid¬ 
er they also played the 
Blacks and South Africa, that 
gives some indication or J- 
strong the Maoris are. South 
Africa are the best side jn the 

world at the moment, but me 

Maoris are probably in the top 
four as well.** 

tturangr. G Feek. H Mahin. R C*» 


David Hands meets the former 
All Black attempting to bring 
respectability to Dutch rugby 


stage, but whereas Georgia 
find themselves alongside Ire¬ 
land and Portugal in Scotland, 
the Dutch must play England 
and. next Wednesday, Italy. 

They have prepared as well 
as their limited resources al¬ 
low. but the sight of their pack 
being shunted off their own 
ball by a scratch British Com¬ 
bined Services pack last week 
left little to the imagination. 

Old. director of coaching to 
The Netherlands Rugby 
board, knows this. The former 
New Zealand back-row for¬ 
ward accepted an invitation 
from Lee Smith, the Interna¬ 
tional Rugby Board’s develop¬ 
ment manager, to help Dutch 
rugby forward, though his 
realistic World Cup target is 
2003. not 1999. 

He has a limited base from 


BASKETBALL 

BUDWE1SER LEAGUE: Manctedef G 
aras 96 Liinaco Towor; 83 

_ CRICKET _ 

Champions’ Trophy 
Zimbabwe v India 

SHARJAH (hetawnjoss) Zimbabwe beai 
IntSaby 13 w: 

ZIMBABWE 

C.BWtolwri runou . ..~0 

G W Flows* c Josin t> Prasad b 

N C Johnson b Singfi . . 

M W Gocdwn nm cxrt - ■ ■ • • 
tA Flow«w c Chopra b JcKtu .... -■ D 

MPUCampbaflnom**.., ■ - ® 

G J Renew c Drawl b Josn. 

A R Wheal b TartdoAai . » 

A HucHtr "Ol OH • • | 

Eriras (t> 3. v* 9. nb 3l _I2 

Total (7 wlcts, 50 overs)-205 

M Mbangwa and H K Otonga noi bai 
FALL OF VWCKETS. I-Z ?-9. >33. 

^65.6-120.7 201 ___ 

BOWLING Agarkai ’O-'-JI-O- Fra«w 
102-U-1. sKjb 5-0-33-1. Chopra 
!Sv 24-& Josh. 94M3-2. TendJrar 
54-14-1: Lajman 1-05-0 
INDIA 

SC Ganguly ItwbOfcnga .._I 


| R TonduEa c G bCtonga 

ROrav-tlc Johnson b'Jlfliga.J 

-A Jadeja c Goodwin D Cfcnga . . 

VVSLaxmannmoui. " 

Ftobm S*gft no out ™ 

fNRMore*annc*Ji . -12 

n ChC'Ora run oul * 

A B Apaitejf SI A Flow« b WMtaJ M 

S B JoSM run Ctfl . ^ . _ 2 

Bh V Prasad* A Flews b-Mretn " 
E.iras (t> 4. w 10. no 12) • ■■ 

rosl (47.4 overs)-— 

FALL OF WICKETS r-lft £I9.3^& 4-«. 
5-75.6-104,7-159.6-186.9-186 
BQWUNG- Johnson 8.4-1-36-1. Dkxiga 
fr (H 6-1. Mbangwa 

lO-P-SWL wikim! 9-1-22-1. GocxJvnn 

S Dunne (Nw Zealand) 

and Jawd AHUOf « pahaan J_ 

FOOTBALL _ 

Wednesday's late results 

gSoNWlPE LEAGUE Second 

CHarTOTls A LeahB.- 
ffitc Hrn«1 Havara and WatoW^ei 
SSf l-iaw oomm. Hayes v«n A3 on 

SSOKD LEAGUE: 


which to work. There are 
scarcely more than 8,000 sen¬ 
ior and junior players in the 
Netherlands, scattered around 
100 dubs of whom most run 
only one team, and that of a so¬ 
cial nature. To bolster the 
body of Dutch rugby, he has 
combed the world for players 
with the appropriate qualifica¬ 
tions — players such as Nick 
Hoften, the flanker from 
Waikato, and Rob van der 
Ven. who plays for ftyreho- 
rade in France. 

There is no rugby in Dutch 
schools and half his 26-strong 
squad are students, among 
diem Peter Hudson. 19. a 
flanker studying at Newcastle 
University. Old believes that 
Thomas Suring, a back-row 
forward, would be worth a 
look from a Premiership dub 


FOR THE RECORD 


OR MARTENS LEAGUE COPi M round, 
first l« Boston 5 King's Lynn ft Danfort 1 
Tortoctdflo Angels i; Ertn and Befcedere 0 
Osfttey 1: Neivpon AFC 4 Ondertard 2. Rao- 
ing Oi) WaracK 3 SlNioid 1. S» Leenarts 2 
fisnof 2 VS Hj(pY 1 Hedwwttt 1. 

HYMAN LEAGUE: Third division: Soubal 
1 FixkmB Hegifi 4 

GILBERT LEAGUE CUP: Ouartartnale 
Caernarfon ZTotal Neftwrt ScfcjJfcr* 1. Onn> 
bran 0 Inter CObie-Tel 0. 

FOOTBALL LEAGUE YOUTH ALLIANCE: 
IBdtand Contarena: Bvmtngtajm 2 Port 
Vate : North West Corfcranc* Bteckpool 
3 Cheder 0. 

FAI CUP: SamHtaafc 9anodi 1 Gafnay ft 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: FM 
dvtslan: M#waii 1 Wlrrttedcir ?■. Pcnsmcmn 
1 Fu»wrn 2. Tooenham 2 Norwteti 1: Wadord 
0 LuionO 

PONTOTS LEAGUE: First dMstoo: Bodcn 
1 Barnsley 1. Second (Mstatt: Bradford 2 
SfKffiacf ltd l. Non Corny 2 Lincoln ft 
Slpckpcd 2 York 0. League Ok Group 
onec Scaitxraucti 0 Dartngron 3 Grasp 
two: Rolhemam 1 Halifax 0 Group thML 
Tranmne 2 Wbsi BrarawfcJi 1. Group lour: 
Chaswrold 0 Huddersfield 3 
SOUTHERN JUNIOR FLOODLIT CUP: 
Rrat round: luion Town 3 NuttampKn 1 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE CUP: Second round: Saaham 
Red Sur 0 Conan 2. 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE: 
Premier dMetoir. Oiencestt Academy 3 
Hanow HB fo. Htahwrm 1 ETC CtEiiertBPi 0 
JEWSON WE&SC LEAOJE: Hrtt dhd- 
sicn: Dowrron 1 Boimemouth 4, East 
Cones 6 Lymtndon end New Udon B. 
Efi3fcK*H Bemenon HeaBi Had 0 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: FhSI 
DBvtekm: Easrtxxme Town 4 Rett* a 
THE TIMES FA YOUTH CUP: Hnt raund 
replays: Cartsle l Da/itooton ft HiJbiWge 
Sputs 0 Brsbop's Scrtkrd 1. Second 
round: Hmddey 2 fteafrig 2 


TODArS FIXTURES 


football 

FA Cup 
Hrst retard 

Mancftesiw City v Hahfaot (7.45). 

SwmseavMHh«alI(7 45).... 

RYMAN LEAGUE Second dfrfetan: 
Abandon Town v Chalfbnt S Peter (7.301. 
FOOTBALL league YOUTH Alil- 
ANCE: Midland Conference: Cbeserfield 


in England and he hopes that 
the exposure his players re¬ 
ceive may attract offers from 
professional dubs. 

‘There’s natural flair in the 
Dutch, it shows in their foot¬ 
ball side. I'm trying to bring 
thai to the surface. I’m coach¬ 
ing technique into these guys 
but we need to do that at an 
earlier age. All I can ask of 
them now is that they play to 
the best of their ability. I'm try¬ 
ing to create an environment 
where they can do that but if 
we are to move forward, we 
have to have games like these, 
we have to take risks." 

He can laugh at the thought 
that, if the Dutch make it 
through for the final qualify¬ 
ing places in the 1999 finals, 
which ^would mean beating Ko¬ 
rea and Tonga, the prize could 
be a place in the same pool as 
England, Italy ... and New 
Zealand. “We don’t want to be 
patronised," he said. “We have 
worked hard to be here and 
we deserve to be treated like 
an international team." 


NETHERLANDS: A Wabbar {London 
Kim); O Wtokaia (Haagsche). R van dar 
WaSe (DOK). G Brecto [Heating), G VIgu- 
in [me DiAes): B Vervoort (OtstBtwjp). M 
Maretar (Castrcun. caftan): J ran dar 
Eacti (Wes Harttapod), A SayM (Hbbq- 
schB). R PMta»(AAC).TSwta9 (OCK). ft 
Donkots (BarrMl. R ran darVUn (PeyrErtj- 
raOg). N Hoftan (Mtakato). C Bm (WafcS- 
fe*3! BapMaarenWa s R a wfcf CHono- 
ko), R Ltan (Haagschei. R Koftnan (Caam-. 
njmj.G rarwm aaat (Be*ato>.HftM(HaaB- 
acbe). P F«aa (Ofeteciw|0, P Hodaon (New- 
casde Urweraky] 


I n what is perceived xo be 
the piranha-pool that 
media folk invent and 
that they choose to inhab¬ 
it. it is time to sing the praises 
of a famous and conspicuously 
decent man. Bill McLaren is 
respected and. without argu¬ 
ment. universally loved as a 

rugby commentator. 

The 75-year-old. still going 
strong after a career that has 
spanned four decades, will be 
back in the commentary box 
again for the Wales-South Afri¬ 
ca match tomorrow. 

For all of us of a certain age. 
we have lived our rugby* lives 
through the tenor of his voice, 
dreamt our dreams and re¬ 
lived many ancient moments 
with that mellow Borders 
brogue carving its way deep 
into our spiriL 
If you warn to know 
McLaren’S life story you are 
advised to look out for his auto¬ 
biography. or 10 wish to find 
in your Christmas stocking 
the video of his sweet recollec¬ 
tions that was released last 
week. He can speak, as we all 
know, more than eloquently 
for himself. This is by way of a 
small appreciation. 

We are all now' very familiar 
with his magical voice, but it 
took quite a while to add flesh 
to the fleeting sound. What did 
he look like in his younger 
days? Tall of frame, saturnine 
with an almost forbidding 
glower, until the smile broke 
and the chat began. 

He used to stand outside the 
Wales dressing-room dressed 
in dark, shadowy shades as if. 
were he to chance his arm 
with anything hinting of col¬ 
our. the church elders might 
summon him to explain his 
flamboyance. Invariably, he 
was waiting for Gareth Ed¬ 
wards to come along. There 
was always a tin of pepper¬ 
mint sweets for the Wales 
scrum half to lake home. It 
was a McLaren rirual. 

He became integral to our 
winter rugby pageant, a com¬ 
forting sound that accompa¬ 
nied us throughout the season. 
We were in his thrall. Part of 
the bliss in redining at our 
ease to anticipate the after¬ 
noon's sporting fix was to lis¬ 
ten to him as much as it was to 
see the game. 

Hearing him. we were in¬ 
clined to feel boastful about be¬ 
ing a couch potato; he de¬ 
stroyed the incentive to look 
for a ticket McLaren’S voice 
remains rich and plangent to 
this day; the occasion enriched 
by his presence. He can bright- 



- Sheehan on bridge 


[IftGim^WW^GwtTtrarvnhaya* 

HU'national LEAGUE: Premier dnrf- 
siore Bcteroans v UCO (7 45): Bray v SI 
Palnch'J Am Waieftort Shefcoume (7 35) 
UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Premier cftvMon; Cogsntwe v 
NonhSiwcer 

RUGBY UNION 

WELSH LEAGtte: First dhiUorc Abatf- 
tety v Menhvi (7j0) ^ 

ANGLO-WELSH CLUB MATCH: Balh v 
Swansea pao). 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: B u d wMcr League: New- 
casiie Eagles v Maretiesia Geras [730). 


GOTEMBA, Japan: Tafiwyo Magte nc 
LaaeBng Unwound scores yawn inlets 
ra/aod) 6S: E Herrera (Col) 8T: R Kawegrart, 
N Scnzswa 68: F kAnoza (Phi). S Yofcoa. T 
Ozakr, R Madray tAuei Other scores: 70“ D 
Hoad (GB) 71: D Ctertie (GBV 72: JM 
OtazArd fSpl. L WesMcod (GB). 73: M 
OMaaratUS). 

BANGKOK: Jcfwn to Walker Supar Tour 
ctnb enoflcLaadats attar tarn rounds: 1M: 

V Sngn (FJ) 70.66.13® E Els (SA) 7D, 6ft J 
Pamevk piel 68.7ft Other score: 157: L 
OaMas lEngj 79,78. 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL) DebMQSlLOii- 
(s 2. RorUa 4 Nos Yon Rangers V New Jer¬ 
sey 3 McrBred ft Tcrnrao 3 Edmonion 2 Arn¬ 
hem 5 Carolina A (QT). Oatas 0 Phoenb Z 

RUGBY UNION 

TOUR MATCH: EcSntxrgh Refrers 3 New 
Zealand Maons BB. 

_ SNOOKER _ 

MALVERN: Bsnaon and Hedges ch ac np t- 
onaMp: OusmumaN: N Wafcer (Eng) U G 
Hon* (Scot) 5-4; D Harold (Eng) OR Hui 
(Bn) M. D Gray (Eng) b* P WMaca (N Ire) 
&4: M Carrpbei iScttj U A Bwnefl (Scad 

5- A. Saml-anatae Hardd H Waftsr B-S Cray 
bl Canpbefi 6-a Hnal: HaroU leads Gray 
4-3 

_ SQUASH _ 

KARACHI: PaMattn Open: Ftasb A Khan 
(Ren) bl G Rydhg [Can) iH. H-i5. 15-9. 
13-tS. 15-B. 

STUTTGART: Woman’s Wortd Teonr 
UiMnpjnrHiWp- Third qualifying round: 
Pool A: Ajssaia 3 Umed Slates 0. Nan Zea¬ 
land 2 Germany ( Poof a: Engfand 2 Soutfr 
Afrca 1. Hdand 2 Spam 1. Pool C: Canada 
3 Ausina ft Frenoa 3 Sweifen 0. Pool D: 
End 3 Betjarm 0: Ireland 2 Hong Kong 1. 
Pod E: Smoartand 2 Oenmarti i. Scotland 3 
Cotomtxa 0. Snazertand 3 Nlgera ft Den- 
rrarL £ Scotland 1. 

_ TENNIS _ 

STOCKHOLM: Skaadla Opm FM 
round: J Suenberg (Ausi « P Sanrxas 
(US] 7-6 w. Second mnd T Su2uk 
(Japan) or K Carfsen (Don) 7-6.6-4. M Qns- 
lafsm (Swe) bl J Bjorkman (Swe) 64). 4-6, 

6- 1 ;D Nestor (Can) btCPk*ne(Fr)B-3.36. 
M: G RtssdsfcJ (uB) & V Spades (US) 6-1. 

MOSCOW Kremto Cup: Quarter D nalr A 

damn) (Frl tt S Larrau (Con) 6-3. 7-5; G 
frantoi: I’Cro) U L BugstnJsr (Gar) 6-2. 
6-1 

PHUDOPHIA: Advanta championship: 
FM round: N TauaN (Ffl bl A Hutw (Gar) 
M. M. S Gffll iG«) W M J Femanoai (US) 
&3.7-S: M Soles (US) ca I Spateajpomi 6-3. 
6-4 Sseend rouid: M Hngrt (Sate) U 8 
Rppnar <US) b4. 6-1; N 2vaao (Bob) U J 
NcMXna (Cz) &4, 64: A Coarar (SA) W A 
Sdrcttez-Vicarto (Sp) 6-4.61 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Begin Bridge with The Times: Lesson 31 - 
More on responding to One No-Tramp 

In order to test your understanding of what we covered last 
week, how would you respond to partner’s One No-Trump 
with the following hands? 

(1) 4109873 <^9832 076 *62 

(2) 45 <?KQJ83 CK762 4872 

(3) 4AQ3 *v' K 1065 O Q1065 454 

(4) 4 KQ J1085 <T'A5 0 Q62 *82 

(5) 4 K J 763 <?A6 0 O107B *A5 

(6) 4 A3 <?KJ5 0 OJ 1076 *K54 

(7) 45 <?AQ64 OAKJ1065 *Q5 

With Hand (1) bid Two Spades. Partner should always pass. 
Try this hand out faring various One No-Trump openers and 
vou will see that it usually makes more tricks in spades than 
’it does in no-trumps. With Hand 12) you stiU make a weak¬ 
ness take-otrt. this time Two Hearts. Although you have con¬ 
siderably more than you did on the previous hand, your side 
still has‘a maximum of only 23 HCP which, more often than 
not, wont be enough for game. 

With Hand (3) you have a balanced 11 HCP. Bid an invita¬ 
tional Two No-Trumps, asking partner to bid game if he is 
maximum. With Hand (4) you have enough for game, no real 
interest in a slam and a good strong suit of your own. Bid 
Four Spades straight away. 

You have enough for game on Hand (5) but you don’t know 
about partner's spade support Bid Three Spades. This is a 
forcing bid so partner must not pass. If he has three or more 
spades he will raise you to Four Spades: if he has only two he 
will bid Three No-Trumps and you will pass. 

On Hand (6) you have enough for a game. When your five- 
card suit is a minor it is rarely right to bid it when you have 
a balanced hand. To make a game in diamonds you need to 
make eleven tricks and the rune you need for no-trumps is 
usually much easier. Go straight to Three No-Trumps. 

Hand (7) is more challenging. Here you have 16 HCP and 
some powerful distribution. A slam could easily be on. Jump 
to Three Diamonds, forcing partner to bid again. If he does 
not have a fit for diamonds he will bid Three No-Trumps, 
otherwise he may raise diamonds or even bid a four-card 
major suit That way you will find an eight-card heart fit if 
you have one. 

We have covered a lot of ground in the last six weeks and 
now is the time for some practice. Get out a pack of cards, 
make yourself up a typical One No-Trump opener and deal 
the other cards randomly. Work out what you would respond 
to the One No-Trump opening with ail the other three hands. 
Next week 1 will move on to stronger balanced hands. 


WORD-WATCHING 


By Philip Howard 


MARAGING 

a. Heat treatment 

b. Interfering 

a Cabinet ornamentation 

XERYUS 

a. A bright star 

b. Greek liqueur 

c. Eastern scent 


MOHA 

a. Fur 
b- Illusion 

c. AnranomicaJ timescale 
FURFURAL 

a. Mayhem 

b. Animal rights 

c. An industrial solvent 

Answers on page 50 


GERALD DAVIES 


a* 


Rugby Union 
Commentary 


en the dullest of matches. 
Even the grass seems fresher 
and greener for Bill telling us 
so. 

He is manifestly composed 
of the best sensibilities. Com¬ 
menting on a grinding, occa¬ 
sionally violent game, the ca¬ 
dence of his voice makes the 
game lovable, despite the visu¬ 
al evidence to the contrary. He 
never exaggerates and there is 
a very real sense of fun about 
him — the kind of joy the best 
schoolmaster feels in his pu¬ 
pil’s success. 

Listening to McLaren you 
could not tire of rugby. He is 
courteous, well-mannered and 
admires what he sees. He al¬ 
ways acknowledges the fragile 
balance between good and 
bad, to which the players are 
vulnerable, without in any 
sense betraying, as some com¬ 
mentators do. that they could 
do better. 

His homework of facts and 
figures is meticulously de¬ 
tailed on a large sheet, listen¬ 
ing to him is to appreciate that 


be is no show-off. prepared in 
parade his information lo 
enhance his own sense of 
authority. 

The facts for McLaren are 
not allowed to intrude on ihc 
spectacle itself nor to promote 
the sense of his own impor¬ 
tance. They are used economi¬ 
cally. judiciously and with an 
imaginative flourish, which 
add a literary texture to the 
sweaty scene. 

He is not. what they nowa¬ 
days call, an anorak. He is 
more like the unknown com¬ 
panion you hope to sit next to 
at a game: A well-informed 
devotee whose occasional inter¬ 
jections add to your own 
knowledge. 

He Ls a proud Scotsman but 
we arc spared any bias: his 
observations are fair and neu¬ 
tral. From Auckland to Aber¬ 
deen. Cardiff to Connacht. 
Bath to Brisbane, he is cher¬ 
ished. 

!i is a mark of his omnis¬ 
cience as a rugby commenta¬ 
tor and his prodigious contri¬ 
bution to the popularity of rug¬ 
by that, whenever ihe "contract 
for the television rights are 
raised, and the BBC's position 
is in jeopardy, both sides of the 
negotiating "table have had to 
ponder a future in the absence 
of McLaren. The contempla¬ 
tion of which has been, to the 
rugby authorities, akin to look¬ 
ing into the abyss. 

He has been a constant 
mark of excellence and the 
touchstone for all those that fol¬ 
low. Simply, he has blessed 
rugby football with his inimita¬ 
ble presence. He has made all 
the difference. 

□ The Famous Voice of Rugby 
(Pearson Television/Empire 
Media Production, £13.99) 





McLaren has been a wonderful servant to rugby union 


Keene o n chess 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Korchnoi’s form 

Former World Championship 
challenger Viktor Korchnoi 
has enjoyed some remarkable 
successes in his mid-sixties, 
but at the Tilburg tournament 
he was outclassed by the youth¬ 
ful field of top grandmasters. 

Today’s games see Korchnoi 
being overwhelmed by two of 
the world’s top players on cur¬ 
rent form. 

White: Viswanathan Anand 
Blade Viktor Korchnoi 
TO burg. Holland 1998 
Queen's gambit declined 


1 

Nf3 

d5 

2 

d4 

NfB 

3 

c4 

e6 

4 

Nc3 

c5 

5 

ocd5 

Cxd4 

6 

QKd4 

Mxd5 

7 

e4 

Nxc3 

8 

0xc3 

Nc6 

9 

o3 

Bd7 

10 

Be2 

FteS 

11 

0-0 

Na5 

12 

Qcs 

Ba4 

13 

Qxd8+ 

Rxd8 

14 

Be3 

Nb3 

15 

Bdl 

b5 

16 

Bxb3 

Bxb3 

17 

Rfcl 

e5 

18 

Nxb5 

a6 

19 

No6 

Black resigns 


Diagram of find position 



abcdofgh 


White Viktor Korchnoi 
Blade Vladimir Kramnfk 
Tilburg, Holland 1998 
Queen's gambit declined 


6 Qxc4 


10 Bxf6 Nxf6 

11 Na4 Nxe4 

12 Bd3 Nf6 

13 0-0 0-0 

14 Racl a5 

15 Rttl Bd6 

16 Ne5 Nd5 

17 Qc2 6& 

16 Qxc6 Ra 7 

19 Nc5 Rc7 

20 Qb5 Bxe5 

21 cbteS Qg5 

22 Be4 Bb7 

23 g3 Qxe5 

24 Rel Rfc8 

25 Bxg3 Qxb2 

26 Bd3 NC3 

27 Bxh7+ Kh8 

26 Qd3 Na2+ 

29 Qxe2 0*62 

30 R«2 H»h7 

31 Rec2 Bd5 

White resigns 

Keene on-line 

You can send me your queues, puz¬ 
zles. problems and games direct by 
email. The address is heenechesstj? 
aol-com. the best contributions from 
Times readers wifi be published either 
here or in the Saturday Times Week¬ 
end column. 

Times book 

The Times Winning Moves 2 contains 
240 chess puzzles from International 
Grandmaster Raymond Keene's daily 
column m The Times, and s available 
now from bookshops or from B. T. 
Bastard Ltd (tel: 01797 369966 at 
£6.99+pfip). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on chess 
Monday to Friday in Sport and in the 
Weekend section or Saturday 


WINNING MOVE 


By Raymond Keene 
Black to play. 

This position is from the 
game Czebe-Michaltz. Buda¬ 
pest. 1998. Can you spot the 
clever sequence by which 
Black made maximum use of 
his dangerous e-pawn? 

Solution on page 50 
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Ice pack: Hodges, right, is given some useful advice by Burieko and Serova, ber husband-ami-wife Russian coaches, at Romford ice rink 

Britain hopes for new ice age 


F igure skating carries an image 
of perfect young women and. 
while two of the entrants in the 
senior national championship 
tonight at Milton Keynes are far Grom 
perfect, they are certainly young. 

Vikki Hodges and Jennifer Holmes 
are M and come into the event with 
everything to gain. Internationally, 
they are still regarded as juniors, but 
have chosen to make their senior de¬ 
buts nationally this year and. in doing 
so, will be competing against skaters of 
greater age and experience. 

Neither girl is tipped to win — 
although the possibility- should not be 
ruled out — and, ironically, if either 
were to triumph they would be too 
young to compete at the European 
championships in January and the sub* 
sequent world championships. Howev¬ 
er, with the National Ice Skating Asso¬ 
ciation (NTSA) laying down a criteria of 
four different triplejumps for selection, 
it is possibile that no one else will go. 
either. 

The last time a British woman quali¬ 
fied to skate the free programme in a 
European championship was Char¬ 
lene Von Sayer. an import from the 
United States, in 1994. Stephanie 
Main, who is entered this week, quali¬ 
fied for die 1996 world championships, 
but the 1997 and 1998 events did not 
contain one British woman and many- 
sec Hodges and Holmes as the only 
bright spots on a gloomy horizon. 

Hodges, who trains at Romford ice 
rink with Yuri Bureiko and Marina 
Serova, a husband-and-wife team 
from Russia, was bom the day Torvill 
and Dean won their Olympic gold 
medal — February 14.1984. "I suppose 
that was an omen.'* she said. “But it 


Angela Court on the high expectations for two 
14-year-olds in the national championships 


was another five years before I took to 
the ice and I've hardly been off it 
since.” Having finished thirteenth in 
the British junior champions tups last 
year. Hodges has no qualms about 
making a premature transition to sen¬ 
iors. She recently landed three triple 
jumps in an international in Germany 
and plans to perform five in her free 
programme tomorrow. 

“I need to do seniors to push me," 
she said. “Competing abroad has 
made me realise that some junior skat¬ 
ers in other countries are better than 
our seniors, if I want to be a serious 
competitor I have to be prepared to 
skate against the best in this country 
first” 


Bureiko. a former junior world silver 
medal-winner, has worked with 
Hodges for 18 months. His strict meth¬ 
ods of leaching are not always popular 
with those not dedicated to the sport 
but he said: “If you don't aim to be first 
then take up drawing or something 
else. Why train and compete if you 
don’t want to win?” He described Hodg¬ 
es as talented, but said that the hard 
work has only just begun. 

“I told Vikki'S parents when she 
came to me that my way would mean 
extreme hard work.” he said. “I said 
there would be tears and times when 
she'd be very upset and we've seen 
those times. Success in this sport does 
not come easy. She is now learning 


W ith four triple jumps 
planned for her free pro¬ 
gramme, Holmes is eager 
to make her senior debut 
“It’ll give me more experience," she 
said. “I am a little nervous, but then 
you need some nerve to drive you. I just 
want to do my best here and see what 
happens.” 

Fell knows that this is a good time for 
Holmes ro advance to senior level. “Her 
free programme is ambitious, but 
there's no pressure an her and in many 
ways that makes it easier,” she said. "An¬ 
yway. she has to do the triple jump inter¬ 
nationally. so why not do them here?” 

Kevin Bursey. the N1S A national per¬ 
formance director, described Hodges 
and Holmes as the future of British 
women's skating. “In the past our 
ladies have suffered from self-doubt, 
and a lack of technical ability," he said. 
“Both girls are technically competent 
and competitive. More importantly, 
they want to win, which is a major fac¬ 
tor. If you’re not hungry for success 
you may as well hang up your skates." 




Holmes keeps smiling while she trains on a rink near her Prestwick home 


Powerful, 

inspirational, 

challenging. 


Graham forced into 
an early retirement 

By Srjkumar Sen, boxing correspondent 


HEROLGRAHAM. Britain's 
best boxer never to have won 
a world title, has retired- 

Graham. 39, was due to 
meet David Starie, of Ipswich, 
for the vacant British super- 
middleweight championship 
on November 21, but decided 
to quit yesterday after his opti¬ 
cian told him that he risked 
blindness if he boxed again. 

Graham said: “He looked 
and looked again — when 
that happens they know some¬ 
thing is wrong. It is likely to 
be a detached retina and will 
need surgery.” 

John Morris, Secretary of 
the British Boxing Board of 
Control, said: “1 am glad it 
was Herol wbo took the 
decision and not us. But he 




has gone out at the highest 
level.” 

Graham started his cam¬ 
paign 20 years ago. winning 
the British, European and 
Commonwealth light-middle¬ 
weight championships before 
moving up to middleweight, 
where Ik won the British and 
European championships. 

He had 54 contests of which 
he lost only six. three of them 
being for the world title 
□ Kevin Luesbing has been 
cleared to box [or the vacant 
British welterweight champi¬ 
onship against Nicky 
Thurbin- There were doubts 
earlier this week about Luesh- 
ing's brain scan, but the 
board’s neurological special¬ 
ists passed him fit yesterday. 


MARAG1NG 

(a) A simple heat treatment 
very effective with steels, par¬ 
ticularly those with high nick¬ 
el content, eg 18 per cent +. It 
gives strength and toughness 
as required, for example, cases 
for solid rocket propellant mo¬ 
tors. deep submerged pressure 
vessels, flexible gimbals. You 
heat to about 820C. then cool 
and anneal. Then harden by 
heating to 450- 5I0C. It takes 
from three ro six hours. 
XERYUS 

(c) An oriental male fragrance 
made by perfumes of Firmen- 
ich. by Givenchy in 1986, to 
complement Ysatis. Its top 
notes are citrus: bergamot and 
grapefruit. The middle regis¬ 
ter is floral and spicy ja smine, 
violet, cinnamon, sandalwood. 


cypress and coriander. The 
base is musk, amber, frankin¬ 
cense and leather. 

MOHA 

(b) A Buddhist term meaning 
illusion or the erroneous view 
of things, characteristic of the 
person whose posture is unen¬ 
lightened. 

FURFURAL 

(c) An organic compound de¬ 
rived from the treatment of 
bran with dilute arid. It is a 
powerful solvent for removing 
undesirable components from 
lubricating oils. 

Answer to Winning Move 
1, ... Qg3*!; 2, hxg3 Bf2*; 3. 
Kd2 elQ*; 4. Kd3 QdW: 5, Kc4 
Qd4+ and Black will emerge 
with a derisive material advan¬ 
tage. 


* j 


TELEVISION CHOICE 


Marking birth with birch 


Gardening Neighbours 
BBC2.8JOpm 

KenbouroeGrove in suburban Sheffield is the loca¬ 
tion for the latest garden makeover series, which 
dispenses with Alan Thchmaish4ed hit squads 
and lets the residents do most of the work them¬ 
selves. There is, however, expert help available 
from the Dubliner Diarmuid Gavin, of Home 
Front in the Garden, and Ali Ward, a former mod¬ 
el who is now a garden designer. Eight gardens 
are featured in the series. The best-known of the 
owners is the anor Ray Ashcroft, who plays DS 
Daly in The BUI and lives at No 5 with his wife and 
three children. The most flamboyant are Kay and 
Billy Harraps, who want a fun garden with a coco¬ 
nut shy ana beach hut. The least conventional are 
Cairiona Paterson and Steve Herbert, who use 
their garden to bury the placenta from the birth of 
their son and plant a birrii tree to mark the spot. 

Goodness Gracious Me 
BBC2.930pm 

The comedy sketch show continues ro prove that 
humour from the Asian community can have mam- 
scream appeal The talented team not only offers a 
fresh perspective on British society as a whole but 
is prepared to confront, and even laugh at. its own 
culture. As always with a sketch formal, the quali¬ 
ty is uneven. A winking, sniggering Bollywood 
film star, new for this second series, is already 
threatening to outstay his welcome. But some of 
the older creations soil score, notably the more- 
English-than-English Kapoors and Mr Cheque 
Please, the diner with the unfortunate chat-up lines 
for his female guests. As before the principal per¬ 
formers are Meera Syal, Sanjeev Bhaskar. Kul- 
vinder Ghir and Nina Wadi a- Syal and Bhaskar 
are also among the writers. 

Britain’s Most Wanted 

rrv.9wpm 

Despite the dramatic tide this six-pan series is es¬ 
sentially another version of the Crimewatch formu¬ 
la of restaging unsolved crimes and inviting view¬ 
ers to help. Two familiar ITV feces. Penny Smith 
and Dermot Mumaghan. fill the rotes taken on the 
BBC show by Jill Dando and Nick Ross. Among 



More Englisb-than-Er^h wfofoe 
Kapoors and fnends (BBC2,9.30pm) 


Kapoors and friends v.jupmj 

those featured on tonight's programme is Elaine 
Parent, who is wanted not only here but in the Unit- 
ed States. A master of disguise who uses several ab¬ 
ases. she is sought by polire mvesogaang the deam 
of an American woman found decapitated and han- 
dless We are also asked for information that could 
trace'the whereabouts of Deborah Steel, a pub 
landlady who was last seen in her home town of 
EJv in December last year. Apart from its appeals 
and reconstructions, the programme reports on 
new police initiatives against crime. 

The People v Jerry Sadowitz 
Channel 5. 10.40pm 

The Scottish comedian, who looks like the late Mar¬ 
ty Feldman in a silly wig. returns wuh the raucous 
show which invites members of die audience® 
come up and Jet Sadowitz make fools of them. The 
surprise is that there are so many takers, for the. 
Saoowirz special!jy is to cur his guests short almost 
before they have opened their mouths. The idea is . 
dial nobody should be boring. In that case why is a 
man allowed to do a very bad Max Millerimper- 
sonation at mind-numbing length and not be given 
ihe red card? Talking of impersonations, the celeb- . 
rity “bouncer' wnigne is another funnyman. Mai-, 
colm Hardee. His General de Gaulle, evoked with 
a pair of spectacles placed strategically on a part of 
his anatomy not usually exposed on television, is- 
as rude as it is funny. Pder Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


what hard work is and knows that her 
efforts before didn't even come dose.” 

Holmes won the British junior 
championship last year and is also 
working hard. She lives in Prestwick. 
Ayrshire, and has a three-hour round 
trip several times a week to Murray- 
field to train with Alice Fell, her coach. 
The rest of the week is divided between 
two rinks near her home, where she 
practises alone. “Jennifer is very moti¬ 
vated," Fell said. "I can leave her to 
work alone and know shell do it She 
may only be 14 but she has a training 
plan and sticks to it There's no mess¬ 
ing around." 


BOXING 


True Ues 

Radio 4.6JOpm 

The 6.30 slot in the new Radio 4 schedules has had 
a smoother ride from listeners and critics than the 
130 quiz slot, even though there has been an 
uneven feel to the actual programming at both 
times. True Lies is described as "a new topical 
panel game", the word topical being a euphemism 
for “no preview tape available”. I will risk a recom¬ 
mendation. without spinning you any tales, for 
True Ues, presented by David Aaronovitch. is 
essentially concerned with spin-doctoring. Each 
week three guests will place their tongues in their 
cheeks and translate some of the gobbtedegook 
attached to die week's news, perhaps including 
explanations of such recent 10 Downing Street 
phrases as “salient facr. 


RADIO 1 (BBC) 


630an Zoa Ball 9.00 Simon Mayo 12j00 Jo Whtey. Includes 
1230pm Newsbeffl 2.00 Mark Radcfitle 4.00 Chris Moytes 
5.45 Newsbeal 6.00 Pete Tong's Essential Selection 9.00 
Judge Jules 11.00 Westwood Rac&a 1 Rap Snow 2.00am 
Fabm and Grooverder 4.00 Emma B 


RADIO 2 (BBC) 


600am Alex Lester 7 JO Wake Up id Wogan 930 Ken Brace 
12.00 Jimmy Vaung 2.00pm Ed Stewart 5.05 Das Lynam 7.00 
Hubert Gregg 7J0'Fridav MgW is Music Nigrn 9.15 Wuthenng 
Heights. See Choice (1.7) 830Listen to the Band lOJDO Dawd 
Jacobs with Easy Does II 10-30 The Arts Programme 12.00 
Lynn Parsons 4.00am Jackie Bird 


RADIO 5 LIVE (BBC) 


5.00am Morning Reports 600 Breaklasi '/nth Julian Womcker 
and Victoria Derbyshire 900 Nicky CampbeH 12.00 The 
Wdday News. Headlines horn around the worid. wan Annie 
Webster 1.00pm Ruscoe and Co 400 t>ive 7.00 News Extra 
730Alan Green's SporisnighJ 10.00 Late Night Live with Brian 
Hayes, nduding me Financial Worid Tonight 1.00am Up A* 
NighL Richard CteSyn presents worldwide news coverage 


630am Chns Evans 930 Russ Wiliams 1.00pm Nek Abbot 
4.00 Bobby Hain 730 Wheels of Steel 11.00 Janey Lee Grace 
2j00am RKhard West 


TALK RADIO 


5 .00m Bffl Overton 8.00 The Breakfast Show 9.00 Soon 
Chrshokn 11.00 Lorraine kelly 1.00pm Anna Raebun 3.00 
Tommy Boyd 5.00 Peter Deeley 7.00 Nek Attwf 10.00 Mike 
Allan 1 . 00 am lan Colins & the Creatures 01 The Night 


Winhering Heights 

Radio 2, 9.15pm 

The 150th anniversary of Emily Bronte’s death- 
provides a good excuse for a great story and, 
Withering Heights is certainly that. One of the few 
classics to have spawned every kind of offshoot,; 
from several film versions to the pop song by Kale- 
Bush. Wuthering Heights has been adapted by- 
Neville Teller and is read in seven pans by Paul 
McGann. for whom, as for most of us. Heathdiff is 
one of the great enigmas of literature. The strong 
rhemes of love and revenge in the story are all the 
more remarkably conveyed given that Bronte was 
only 29 years old when she finished the book. This 
is not Hie first adaptation to help make Itadio ?s 
schedules as important as ihose of Radio 4 for- 
those who enjoy book readings. Peter Barnard . 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 


5.00am The Worid Today 630 The way We Are 645 
Transplantations 7 4)0 News 7.15 OH the Shelf: Tales from Ovid 
10/10 730 Music Review 84X1 News 8.10 Pause tor Thought 
615 Westway 830 John Peel 9410 News. (648 only] News hi 
G oman 94B World Business Report 9.15 Early Versions 930 
Speaking at English 9.45 Sports Round-Up 10.00 Newsdesk 
1030 Assignment 11.00 Newsdesk 1130 Focus on Farth 
12.00 News 12.05pm Worid Busness Report 12.15 Britain 
Today 1230 Wood Guts and Brass 1ZAS Spons Round-Up 
1.00 Newshour 24)0 News 2.05 Outlook 230 Muttitrack: 
Alternative 3.00 News. (648 only; News n German 3-05 
Football Extra 615 To Be Continued 330 Science in Action 
4.00 News 4-15 Soundwoks 430 Insight (648 only) News >n 
German 4.45 BrUam Today 600 Europe Today 530 Worid 
Busness Report 5.45 Sports Round-Up 600 Newsdes* 630 
Focus On Faith; (640 only) News m German 7.00 News 
Swrvnary 74)1 Outlook 735 Pause For Though! 730 
Mdtnrack Alternative 84X1 Newshou 9.00 News 94)5 Worid 
Business Report 9.15 Bn tain Today 930 People aid Potibcs 
10.00 Newsdedt 1030 Insight 1645 Sports Round-Up 114)0 
News 114)5 Outkx* 11.30 Mutotrack Alternative 12.00 
Newsdesk 1230am From the Weeklies 12.45 Bntain Today 
14)0 Newsdesk 130 To Be Continued 1-45 Poems by Post 
24M Newsday 230 People and Politics 600 News 605 World 
Business Report 615 Sport?. Round-Up 330 Science m Acton 
4.00 Newsdesk 4.30 insight 445 OH the Shell 


CLASSIC FM 


600am Nick Bailey's Easier Breaklasi 84)0 Henry Kelly 
Includes ih« Han of Fame Hour 12.00 Lunchtime Requests. 
Jane Jones plays lavmjiie music 2-OOpm Concerto Hotlmann 
(Celto Concerto in D major t 3.00 Jame Crck. Continuous 
Classics, plus sport updates and travel news 630 Newsnight 
7JO Smoofh Classics at Seven John Brarriwg introduces 
classic sounds 9.00 Evening Concert. Safen (Piano Concerto 
in B Hal majorl. Tius&itf (Elegy lor String Orchestra!: Lutfy (Dies 
kael. Granados (NAcHm Sonata) Alkan (Sonatine). Debus (Paris 
— The Song ol a Gnaal City) 11M Mann at N>ght 2.00am 
Concertotn 600 Mark Griffiths with the Early Breakfast Show 



RADIO 3 


600am On Air As a senes about the history of art 
begins on television. Stephanie Hughes talks to 
Waldemar Januszerack. Includes Kadaly (Dances 
of Gafantai; Dvorak (Noonday Witch) 

9.00 Masterworks wiih Paler Hobday. Tchaikovsky 
(Voyevoda) Bruch (Violin Concerto No 2 in O 
minor). Scartalti (Sonata in F minor. Kk5i9): 
Shostakovich (Symphony Nc< 5) 

1030 Artist of the week: Mstislav Rostropovich 
1 1M Sound Stories Richard Baker looks al the life ol 
David Murvow 

12.00 Composer of the Week; Debussy 
1.00pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert (r) 

2.00 The BBC Orchestras Conduciors B/> One and 
Tadaaki Otaka. Lars Vogl (piano). Rossini 
(Overture - The Thieving Magpie). Grace Williams 
(Penilbon); Beethoven (Piano Concerto No 5 in E 
Hal. Emperor). TchaA-bvsky (Symphony No 4 in F 
minor) 

44H Music Restored Lucie Skeaptng miroduces 
another compilation horn this year’s York Early 
Music Festival Music by John Ward. Dovriand. 
Landgrave ol Hessen. Gregorio Huwel. Dulay 
Handel and Byrd is pertormod by artists including 
Emma Kirirby. soprano. Ntgel North, lute, and fte 
ensemble Smtonye (r) 


4.45 Music Machine Tommy Pearson talks to the jazz 
drummer Billy Cobham 

5.00 In Tune Sean Rafferty lalks to artists from the 
Belfast Festival 

7.30 Perform a nce on 3 (Sounding the Century) 

Mtstislav Rostropovich, cello. London Symphony 
Orchestra under Ryusuke Numajiri and Mstislav 
Rosiiopcrvtch. Shostakovich (Cello Concerto No 1; 
Symphony No 11. The Year 1905) 

930 Postscript with David Gale ( 5/5) 

9.45 Reynaklo Hahn Susan Giaham, mezzo, and 
Roger Vigncrfes. piano, perform Hahn (Fetes 
Gaiantes; Nocturne; Mai. L'Heure Exqutee; 
Offends; & Mes vers Avaient des Aites) 

10.00 Magnus lindberg Composer Portrait 
(Sounding the Century) Anthony Burton 
(xesenls the second ol two BBC Symphony 
Oichesira composer portraits. Conductor 
Jukka-Pekka Saiasle. Includes Lindberg (Conente 
If. Arena. Marea; Ferea) 

11.30 Mississippi Goddam Concluding the series bi 
which Helen Mayhew explores ihe career ol the 
jazz singer Nina Simone 
12.00 Composer of the Week: MontevenH (r» 

1.00am Through the Night with Donald Madeod 


L 


RADIO 4 


5.30am World Mem 635 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 5.45 Prayer for the Day Wiin 
the Rev Lesley CarroD 
5.47 Farming Today with Cftartofte Smith 
64)0 Today With Sue MacGregor and John Humphrys 
835 (LW) Yesterday In ParSament Update from 
Westminster 

94)0 Desert Island Discs Sir Joseph RofWaf (/) 

9.45 (FM) Serial: Memoirs of an Infantry Officer 

James WBby reads the final pan ol ihe Firsl World 
War poet Seined Sissocin's aulctxographica] 
novel about Ihe horrors of trench wariate 
64S (LW) An Act or Worship 
104X) Woman’s Hour with Mariha Kearney and guests 
f 1.00 Flying Starts Patrick French investigates ine tale 
ol a Pembrokeshire carpenter purported lo have 
butfl and flown his own aircraft eighf years be»we 
Ihe Wright brothers ir) 

1130 Glrdes . Sudhj Bhuonar ana Snaheen hfron’s 
story chronicling ihe Inals and triumphs ol live 
women liwrg m SW19. Wiih Sakuniala Ramana? 
and Shaheen Khan (i/4) ir) 

12.00 (FM) Nows 

124W <LW Nows Headtines; Shipping Forecast 
12.04pm too and Yours Tovr Rawiirrson and John 
Wale teckle more consumer concerns 
14X) The World at One FYe&ented by Nick Clarke 
1,30 Screen Test Brian SWey chairs the challenging 
film quiz irom the Tyneside Cinema in Newcastle 
2.00 The Archers (>) * 

2- 15 A®** 1 * 0 **! Ptay: In Singapore A liifysorr,em.no 
wramai looks txick on he. childhood m Sinope 
SaiTOTg Jane Lapoiane. KeHv Hunier ond John 

330 Making History Rnyer Write; helps hslerw*s 
research then own hertncal mysienes 

5^? rtod °*9» L « J * FwWs oilers an 
insight mro ihe authors' dedications fn 


ES®* 01 ** PYrri-anlEd by Chns Dunkiey 
4.00 Open Book Humphrey Carpenter looks at 
manc*i disasters m fiction fr) 

“■“S?"saf.ssf 0 * and hK 

IS ™ S ; '£Sf^ Poner ** i«» 

fi.30 True Ues See Choice 
7.00 The Archers 

7 -15 Front Row Francine Slock presents the nightly 

3T15 rpview * 

7.45 Sti» Waters (r) 

100 asssssiffljsspiaff” 

l ^ Slamnig Is-abeJ Po&en, - 

C^inqra <irvj 1 Vickordrip 

1045SlfcS r Sj° ni S t,B withWwi 

10 45 al B ® dt,me: Le Grand Meauines Philip 

£S?n readS ^ r,ve 0{ Afain-FoumrafsStage . 
11-00 Late Night on 4: Late Tackle Ftearw 

^guests with - 

3hd features, as England's moby 
begin their campaign lor the 1999 ^Vortd 

11-30 (FM) Notes from the Ditch Anne frnnw 

11 30 10 ^ 

!«sa Todayinpa " ,am “« 
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I ™ 5 . b . lt worned about 
dmneriadies (BBC!). This 
appears with a small -d- in the 
i title sequence, by rhe way. as if ii 

were-summat dead modem " or a 

poem by e. e. (jammings, f was 
worried because there comes a 
time In every national icon's life 
when they lapse into self-carica¬ 
ture or retread the same creative 
tyres to the point where the grey 
fibrous stuff becomes visible and 
you know it is already going fiat 
And victoria wood, sorry Vic¬ 
tor* Wood, is a national icon, as 
Wednesday night’s The Ben or 
British (BBCI) reminded us. It's an 
inquiring stoiy. rising from an 
unpromisingly humble nonhem 
background, driven only by a 
craving for stardom and a mischie- 
v ? us _J?- sh for tbe ironies and 
absurdities of everyday life, with¬ 
out which she might have turned 
into something like — aaareh — 
Jeanette Winterson. 

She has created her own space 


between the tedious Tarby-type 
variety rums and the new altcrna- 
nvy establishment, and has her 
own. apparently devoted repertory 
company: Julie Walters. Celia 
Imrie. Duncan Preston and the 
ni'st. She is possibly unique as a 
middle-market performer whose 
material can be as intelligent and 
socially perceptive as any Ox¬ 
bridge satirist, and a lot more so 
than most. 

Bui she also belongs to that well- 
established school of northern 
domestic surrealism, which in¬ 
cludes Peter Tinniswood and Alan 
Bennett, all punctured fantasies, 
non-sequiturs and bathetic juxta¬ 
positions. (Incidentally. Thora 
Hird's heart-stopping perfor¬ 
mance in the Iasi of Bennett'S 
Talking Heads u on Wednesday 
evening (BBC2) must surely have 
killed off the argument about 
whether the second scries has been 
any good or not.) 

If her sketches have a fault it is a 


tendency to create characters who 
are just too amiably daft, formula¬ 
ic. a touch patronising, like nice 
versions of "The Fat Slags'* in Vis. 
dinnerladies. I feared, might turn 
out to be an over-extended sketch 
full of such characters and rhe 
opening exchanges, with Wood 
herself as Bren, going on about the 
lack of “wholemeal torpedoes" in 
the bread delivery looked decided¬ 
ly ominous. 

B ut suddenly they were trad¬ 
ing urban myths about 
lesbians inseminating 
themselves with mrkey-basters 
fThey get the sperm off the 
ImerncO. and someone's Auntie 
Dot from Cockermouth caring a 
nifia coaster - she thought it was 
a high-fibre biscuit and had to be 
physically restrained from butter¬ 
ing two more. 

Celia Imrie rwincred In and out 
as a nervy human resources 
manager called Phillippa (“Flip- 


REVIEW 



Paul 

Hoggart 


per? He’s a whale, im he?" “Is he 
not a dolphin. Flipper?"), obsessed 
with Scottish country dancing. "MI 
just fhecfall if 1 may." she says ar a 
motivational buzz-session, before 
suggesting they alt massage each 
other, to general alarm. "So we 
wouldn't be naked? Because some 
of these appliances spit fat” 

Julie Walters plays Bren’s batty 
mother, who appears to believe she 
is some kind of theatrical agent fT 


was in Beirut with Mandy Rice- 
Da vies!"} and Thelma Barlow is a 
revelation as Dolly, a manic comic 
blossoming of her Coronation 
Street character. Mavis. Yes. there 
were - a few dud lines, but since 
Wood's script packed more inven¬ 
tive, original and funny gags into 
one episode than most British sit¬ 
coms manage in a whole series it 
seems churlish to complin. 

Anyone who wants stale, formu¬ 
laic humour need only keep their 
finger off the remote and stay 
tuned for the new series of They 
Think It's AD Over. BBCl’s alter¬ 
native comedy sports quiz. To be 
lair, the show relies heavily on the 
rapport between the presenter 
Nick Hancock and the two teams, 
captained by the amiably dull 
David Gower and Gary Lineker. 
And (hey usually manage to 
generate a genuinely joHy atmo¬ 
sphere. even when the jokes 
wouldn't make the subs* bench for 
Victoria Wood’s reserves. 


Last night the Chdsea defender 
Frank Lebouef endured Rorv 
McGrath’s year ten -funny 
French” jokes like a good sport and 
repeated “Ah wun ze Wurreld 
Curp" whenever there was a lull in 
the proceedings. Horsts for 
courses, 1 suppose. 

I expea they will have been 
delighted by Alan Davies's 
witty banter. There were same 
amusing research items, like the 
titbit about Glenn Hoddle playing 
easy listening mood music to 
soften the blow when he sacked 
Gazza from the W'orld Cup squad. 
This would be enough to make 
anyone swear violently. But on the 
whole I was glad when I could 
think it was all over. 

In a heavy night for documenta¬ 
ries I could not face yet more of the 
Prince of Wales’s personal anguish 
on Channel 4 or BBC2 or the use of 
mustard gas in the Great War. and 
opted for Underpressure, the first 


aooam Business Breakfast 155416) 

7.00 Breakfast News (25690) 

9-00 KBroy (T) (8618023) 

9-40 Style Challenge Will two James Bond 
fens be shaken or stirred by iheir 
makeovers? (9524874) 

1006 City Hospital (T) (9668787) 

10^6 News (9348771) 

It.00 Real Rooms A look back at the summer 
trip to a Romanian orphanage (9438348) 
11-25 Cant Cook, Wont Cook with Ainsley 
Harriott fT) (9431435) 

11.55 News (1369990) 12.00 Pass the Buck 
(4069145) 1235pm Gong (or a Song 
(4975752) 12to0 The Weather Show fT) 
(83267464) 

1 no News and weather (35077) 

1.30 Regional News (73491706) 

1 AO Neighbours fT) {67930023) 

2.05 Ironside (r) (9190313) 

2J»5 Wipeout (2463708) 

3.25 Ptaydays (r) (6112690) 3.45 Bananaman 
(r) (8614232) 3J50 The All-New Popeye 
Show (r) fT) (3778874) 335 Dear Mr 
Barker (7365961) 4.10 Ace Ventura; Pet 
Detective fT) (9325874) 4to5 Linford’s 
Record BreakersfT) (7995503) 5to0 
Newsround fT) (4553313) 5.10 Blue Peter 
(T) (5868110) 

5.35 Neighbours (r) fT) (409435) 

600 News (T) and weather (139) 

640 Regional News (619) 

7.00 Weekend Watchdog with Anne 
Robinson Consumer news (T) (5955) 

7.30 Top of the Pops with east-17: Tatyana 
Ali; Touch & Go; Eagle Eye Cherry; Faith 
Evans; and Cher(T) (503) 

&00 Changing Rooms Three dentists and a 
doctor from Sheffield happily swap their 
scalpels for screwdrivers to demonstrate 
their various DIY skills (i) fO (7503) 

8^0 Party of a Lifetime A South London 
theatre company plan an end-of-season 
knees-up (T) (3110) 

9.00 News and weather (2892) 

9.30 Dangeritetd: The Lost Boy Page and 
Cramer team up to investigate strange 
goings-on in the village of Thornton. With 
Nigel Havers (T) (726874) 

1025 Commando (1985) Retired special agent 

m Arnold Schwarzenegger employs an 

extensive arsenal of high-tech weaponry 
to wage a one-man war agamsf the 
terrorists who kidnapped his daughter. 
Also starring Rae Dawn Chong, Dan 
Hedaya and Vernon Weils. Directed by 
Mark L. Lester (5330665) WALES: 10^5 
Peter Karrie Unmasked (827145) 10.55 
FILM: Commando (4160684) 12.15am 
The Sland-Up Show (54578) 12^*5-2.10 
FILM. Excessive Force (4587240) 

11.45 The Stand-Up Show featuring the 
talents of Rhona Cameron and lan Stone 
(874874) 

12.15am Excessive Force (1993) Violent 
martial arts adventure, written by and 
Blew starring Thomas lan Griffith as an 
unconventional Chicago policeman 
wrongly accused of corruption. Directed 
by Jon Hess (6375820) 

1.35 Weather (1651443) 

1.40 BBC News 24 


VIDEO Plus+ and VIDEO Ptus+ codes 

the numbers after each programme are ta VDEO 
Hus+ programming. Just enter the VIDEO P1us+ 
Humberts) for rhe retevanl programmers) inlo your 
video recorder for easy taping. 
for more details call VIDEO Plus+on 0b40 750710 
Calls charged at 25p per rrwune at all umes 
VtDEO Plus**, in BladJandsTrc.London. 5W32SP 
VDEO Ftus+* is a registered rradematV ol Gemsur 
Development Corporation. O 1998 


6.10am Siena Cathedral (3410110) 

7.00 Hairy Jeremy (r) (5773684) 7.05 
TeletubDies (r) (2584226) 7.30 Tom and 
Jerry Krds (r) (2386665) 7.55 Smart (r) 
(5686955) 8.20 Robinson Sucroe (r) 
(9271400) 845 Johnson and Fnends 
(6066706) 845 Hatty Jeremy (5555077) 
9.00 Dynamo (7583752) 9.10 See You. See 
Me (5978226) 930 Watch (8608145) 
945 Come Outside (8523400) 10.00 
Teleiubbies (r) (15771) 10.30 
Megamalhs (T) (9904042) 10.50 Look 
and Read (9097706) 11.10 Landmarks 
(9856752) 11.30 English File (2787) 
12.00 Testament: The Bible in Animation 
(33058) 

12to0pm Working Lunch (89771) 1.00 

Johnson and Fnends (98314961) 1.10 
Sophie Grig sort's Herbs: sage 
(43221961) 1.15 The History Hour: 
Dundee (r) (499232) 2.15 Match of Their 
Day: John Mol son (70957329) 240 
News fT) (7119226) 245 On Cue: 
snooker archives including the World 
Championship final from 1994 between 
Jimmy White and Stephen Hendry 
(5021023) 3125 News fT) (7978503) 330 
Gardeners' World (r) (T) (597) 

440 Change That (r) (T) (3689936) 4.25 
Ready, Steady, Cook fT) (3682023) 4J55 
Lowri: pampered pets (T) (5457597) 5.30 
Today's the Day (T) (868) 

6.00 The Simpsons (0 G) (645752) 

645 Robot Wars (T) (518706) 

7.15 Electric arcus (900435) 

7.30 Bookworm with Griff Rhys Jones. The 
works of P.G. Wode house; Felicity 
Kendal on her childhood in India; 
popular science books (T) (145) 

8.00 Wilderness Walks A tour of County 
Mayo with writer Jim Perrin (T) (5145) 



All Ward oversees a garden 
makeover In Sheffield (630pm) 

830 feflftjpigij Gardening Neighbours 

Qght Sheffield nd^rboxs 
revamp their gardens (T) (1752) 

930 Blackadder Goes Forth First World War 
comedy (r) (T) (8394) 

930 ( pjffifl Bjjjg Goodness Gracious Me 
New series of the Asian sketch 
show, with Sanieev Bhaskar, Meora Syal 
and Nina Wadia (T) (72435) 

10.00 Have I Got News for You Alan 
Trtchmarsh and Stephen Baytey join the 
regular team (34787) 

1030 Newsnlght fT) (842226) 

11.15 Stella Street (T) (577110) 

1130 Later with Joois Holland Robbie 
Williams. Placebo, Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo, Bonnie RaJH and Trisha 
Yearwood (33330) 

1230am Comedy Nation Experimental 

sketches (39191) 1.00 Cafe 21 (42714) 
1.30-135 Weather (1650714) 

3.00-530 Learning Zone: Active Learning: 
Dynamo 5 (47066) 


6.00 GMTV (9138435) 

9-25 Trisha (T) (6971892) 

10.15 This Morning Guests include Isabella 
Rossellini, actress and model daughter of 
Ingrid Bergman (T) (41294313) 

12.15pm Regional News 1235789) 

1230 News (1) and weather (83597) 

1 .00 Shortfand Street (20145) 

1.30 Home and Away fT) (82868) 

230 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (1849431) 
240 WALES: Animal Country (2452690) 
240 Relative Knowledge (r) (2452690) 

3.10 News (7977874) 

3.15 Regional News (7976145) 

330 Wlzadora (r) (7884110) 330 Archibald 
the Koala (7275394) 3.45 The Adventures 
ol Captain Pugwash (2555416) 4.05 
Bernard's Watch (4795042) 430 Fun 
House (T) (3783706) 430 Top Ten of 
Everything (2312139) 

5.10 A Country Practice (4852416) 

540 News (T) and weather (202139) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (701706) 

636 WALES: Wales Tonight (T) (819400) 
635 HTV Weather (319874) 

630The West Tonight fT) (787) 

7.00 Bruce's Price is Right fT) (3333) 

730 Coronation Street Liz and Michael head 
off into the sunset fT) (771) 

8.00 The BHb Dog Eat Dog Santini and Cryer 
have different ideas over how to deal with 
the knifing of a young prostitute fT) (8139) 



Derm at Mumaghan and Penny Smith 
appeal for viewers' help (9pm) 

9,00 Britain’s Most Wanted 

*3^™™ Reconstructions, 
surveillance lootage and features on 
Britain's most wanted criminals (T) (4503) 
1030 News (1) and weather (58313) 

1030 Regional News (965226) 

10.40 Friday Night’s All Wright (1)6) lan 
Wright Is joined by his former Arsenal 
team mate Tony Adams, Paul Weller. 
Caprice. Kathy Burke, and Honeyz 
(946481) 

1130 The Jerry Springer Show (153139) 
12.10am Soundtrax (1505379) 

12.25 Pirate TV Two friends journey around 
Britain, stopping off at sports locations In 
an attempt to set up thier own television 
station. Tonight, they attend the Malibu 
Surf Festival, Cornwall (7585559) 

1235 God’s Gift CD (1693191) 

135 dub@vtsfon (7248849) 

2.40 The Haunted Rshtank (6601530) 

3-10 Keoma (1970) with Franco Nero, William 

n Bergen and Woody Strode. At the end of 
the war of secession, Keoma returns to 
his native town and attempts to restore 
law and order (966240) 

430 rTV Nlghtscreen (7311646) 

530 News (5635 6) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except 

1.00pm Echo Point (20145) 

130 The Jany Springer Show (98943941 
240-3.10 Heart of the Country (2452690) 

5.10-540 Shortfand Street (4852416) 
635-7.00 Central News (819400) 

1130 Nash Bridges (29634) 

1230am God's Gift (45153) 

130 C1ub@viston (2549761) 

2.15 World Football (5154627) 

240 seaQuest DSV (2044153) 

330 Central Jobfinder *98 (381801) 

530 Aslan Eye (3881240J 

. WESTfiOUNTHY 

As HTV West except: 

12.15pm Westcounfiry News (3797139) 
1237-1230 Illuminations (9115619) 

140 One for the Girts (20145) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (9894394) 
240-3.10 Westeountry Update (2452690) 
5.08 Birthday People (9302313) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (4852416) 
6.00-7.00 Westeountry Live (64416) 

1130 Pulling Power Spedak International 
Motorcycle Show (74121) 

12.00am The Making of Still Crazy (7575172) 


As HTV West except 

I2.15pm-1230 Meridian News and Weather 

(3797139) 

135 The Jerry Springer Show (3669313) 
235-3.10 Crafts People (5038313) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (4852416) 
6.00-730 Meridian Tonight (64416) 

5.00am Freescreen (20004) 


As HTV west except: 

12.19pm Anglia Air Watotv (9119435) 
1.00-130 SpDt Second (20145) 

135 The Jerry Springer Show (3660313) 
235-3.10 A Splash Of Colour [5038313) 

5.10-5.40 Shortfand Street (4852416) 
633 Anglia Weather (310503) 

635-7.00 Anglia News (819400) 

1039 AngHa Air Watch (436077) 


Starts: 7.00am The Big Breakfast (45400) 
830 Off Limits (2545023) 9-25 Schools at 
Work (5895077) 930 Eureka (8520313) 945 
stop. Look, Listen (B525868) 10-00 The 
Complete Cosmos (4495481) 10.10 TVM 
(3254348) 1035 Un Dau, Til — Siapwch! 
(3242503) 1040 Topi En Espanol (9066690) 
11.00 The Technology Programme 
(4220023) 11.15 Pa Newydd? (4316874) 1130 
Here’s One I Made Earlier (4955) 12.00pm 
Girl on a Motorbike (55226) 1230 Sesame 
Street (61139) 130 Planed Plant (98227481) 

1.15 Tomas y Tunc 198222936) 130 Racing 
from Cheltenham (689752) 4.00 Flfteen-to- 
One (400) 430 Montel WlUfams (684) 5.00 
Planed Plant (1329) 530 Countdown (936) 
630 Newydd Ion 6 (251892) 6.10 Hern 
(650684) 7.00 Pobol y Cwm (629058) 735 Y 
Cfwb Rygbl (744042) 8.00 Cefn Gwtad (7313) 
830 Newydd ion (9348) 930 Taro Naw (2145) 
10.00 Brookslde (791868) 1035 Friends 
(824139) 1135 Eurotrash (310752) 1135 
Hairy HIM (821058) 12.05am TF1 Friday 
(6144996) 1.10 FILM: Straight Out of 
Brooklyn (601795) 245 Global Beats (26795) 

3.15 The Prosecutor (23608) 3-45 FILM: Life 
Begins at Forty (2023066} 


CHANNEL 4 


instalment of Body Story. Chan¬ 
nel 4's new human anatomy series. 
Big mistake. 

The programme told the story of 
an imaginary character called 
John Palmer, an overweight 45- 
3 ’ear-oid with a stressful lifestyle, 
who doesn’t get enough exercise 
and eats too much fan)- food. 
Inevitably. John had a heart attack 
which nearly killed him. He was 
lucky not to be a character in 
Casualty where it probably would 
have kifled him. 

As an overweight 46-year-old 
with a stressful lifestyle and so on. 
1 found this all a bit near the 
knuckle. The computer animation 
turned his heart attack into a tense 
science-fiction thriller. When he 
rashly joined a lunchtime 
kickabout, we actually saw his red 
blood cells rupturing the faro - 
plaque in the artery feeding his 
heart and damming it up. It was 
dramatic, a medical revelation and 
completely terrifying. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00am Sesame Street (75226) 

730The Big Breakfast (45400) 

930 Schools: Off Limits (2545023) 935 
Schools at Work (5895077) 930 Eureka 1 
The lnuct (8520313) 945 Stop. Look. 
Listen (B525S68) 10.00 The Complete 
Cosmos (4495481) 10.10 TVM- Number 
(3254348) 1035 Caraidean Two 
(3242503) 10.40 Top 2 En Espanol 
(9086690) 11.00 The Technology 

Programme (4220023111.15 Stage One 
(4316874) 

1130 Here's One I Made Earlier (r) (T) 14955) 
1230 Sesame Street (55226) 1230pm 
Brookside (r) (T) (81139) 1.00 J Dream of 
Jean rue (T) (28787) 

130 Racing from Cheltenham Brough Scott 
introduces the 130,235,3.00, and 335 
(the Cross Country Steeplechase) races 
(689752) 

430 FJfteen-to-One fT) (400) 430 

Countdown fT) (7816042) 435 Ricki Lake 
(T) 15442665) 

530 Pet Rescue Roadshow The Proteus 
Reptile Rescue headquarters; Poppy the 
puppy, and horse therapist Richard 
Maxwell (936) 

630 TF1 Friday Chris Evans is joined by 
Frankie Detton (r) 162058) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (T) and weather 
(209874) 735 The PobticaJ Slot (7B6077) 

8.00 Garden Doctors (4/11) Harwich County 
Prttnary School's playground is 
transformed (T) (7313) 

B30 Brookslde Lindsey receives a surprise 
wedding gilt (T) (9348) 

930 Friends Dramatic changes occur in Ross 
and Emily's relationship; Monica and 
Rachel are determined to get their flat 
back from Joey and Chandler (T) (9690) 





CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 

Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder wilt 
be able to receive the channel free ol 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 1032075 GHz; sound: 
732 and 730 MHz 

6.00am 5 News and Sport (2863400) 7.00 
WideWorfd (r) fT) 16604077) 730 
Milkshake! (6416049) 

735 What-A-Mess (r) (1045313) 8.00 

Havakazoo (r) (2938955) 8.30 
Dappledown Farm (2937226) 

9.00 Floyd Uncorked (r) fT) (7857394) 935 
Russell Grant's Poslcards (4776690) 
930 The Oprah Winfrey Show (9006923) 
1030 Sunset Beach fT) (2541619) 11.10 
Leeza (r) (9483634) 12.00 5 News at 
Noon (T) (2931042) 

1230pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (7862110) 1.00 
The Bold and the Beautiful fT) (6603348) 
130 Sons and Daughters (7861481} 

230100 Per Cant Gold (5186394) 

230 Good Afternoon (6671077) 

330 The Love Boat 2 (1977. TVM) with Ken 

m Berry and Diana Cancwa Romantic 

comedy featuring four stories set aboard 
a luxury cruise ship. Directed by Hy 
Averback (1151315) 

530 The Roseanne Show (2288245) 6.00 
100 Per Cent (5764058) 6.30 Family 
Affairs (T) (5675110) 

7.005 News (T) (5180110) 

730 Frosbup on Friday (5671394) 

8 J)0 Fort Boyard (1) (9519058) 

9.00 An Element of Truth (1995, TVM) with 

n Donna Mills and Peter RlegerL Crime 
drama in which an attractive con artist 
loins a private investment firm and uses 
the knowledge she gains to plan an 
elaborate robbery. Directed by Larry 
Peerce (T) (81421961) 


Davina McCall introduces more 
pro sp ective loving couples (930pm) 

930Streebnate Davina McCall matchmakes 
m Leeds and Exeter (T) (67503) 
lOtoO Frasier When Frasier stays home sick, 
he becomes convinced that everyone is 
after his job (r) (T) (56955) 

1030 Eurotrash A look at gay pornography (T) 
(295874) 

11.05 Harry Hill Harry Hill is Joined by Bill 
Pertwee and Richard Briers (T) (310752) 
1135TF1 Friday (r) (808707) 

12.40am Straight Out of Brooklyn (1991) The 

n brutal, bleak life ol a man who blames 
society for his shortcomings and fakes 
his frustration out on his wife and teenage 
son. With George T. Odom, Anne D. 
Sanders and Lawrence Gifliard (124820) 

2.15 Global Beats: Cuba (27424) 

2.45 The Prosecutor (26795) 

3.15 Life Begins at Forty (1935) A 

M newspaper Editor campaigns to prove 
toe innocence of a man framed for a bank 
robbery. With Will Rogers and Richard 
Cromwell (8171882) 

435 Home to Roost (1954117) 



Jerry SadowHz offers his unique view 
of the world in a new series (10.40pm)' 

10 ^J H Tl* People v Jeny 

EES^ Sadowftz New series with the 
Scottish comedian (7517226) 

11.15 Summer of ’42 (1971) with Jennifer 

M CNeKI and Gary Grimes. Oscar-winning 
drama charting the sexual awakening of a 

group of teenagers. Directed by Robert 
Mulligan (3508110) 

1.1 Oam The Initiation of Sarah (1978, TVM) 

n with Kay Lenz and Shelley Winters. A 
naive college girt arrives on campus to 
find her fellow students involved in a 
bizarre cult. Directed by Robert Day 
(6591269) 

- 235 Liberace (1977) Btopic of the flamboyant 

m pianist, with Andrew Robinson and Rue 
McLanahan. Directed by Billy Hale 
(8310337) 

4.40 Prisoner. Cell Block H (2983801) 

530100 Per Cent (r) (1834882) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 
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• For further listing? see 
Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7.00am The Simpsons 7 JO The Chns 
eSTaeauaa Show 

Squares 9 j 00 Guty 1 MO SaBy Jessy 
Rschai 11JM Oprah 1200 Chris Evans 
iJtopmDays olOurtiws 

Raphael ai« Jerro Jc«k4J» 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nrw 6JM 
with CMdren SJO Fnends 7J» me 
Simpsons 9.00 TBA ia00 11.00 

Frieds 11^0 Star Trek: Deep Space htow 
wmm Rene^de 1JB Long Fhatf 

SKY BOX OFFICE -- 


BBSssassasss. 

E*h flw costs CL9S1 per vrewttig 
SKY BOX OFFICE i (Transponder 26i 

Gl Jane (1997) 

S<Y BOX OFFICE 2 (Tisnsporxler bO) 
Volcano (1997) 

SKY BOX OFTCF 3 (Transponder 59) 

GoiwBsWnJIWri 

L A Confldonba! (1997) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 4 (Transponder 58) 
Mottling loD*wf ,897 > 

F1LMR3UR - - 

4-s ram 

For sutoaiphon detsis. rmg Cflt»«i334 
only ®2»rJSs t5 

(199611000 Matador (19 0?) 11 ~? ™ 

(1982) 200 NrarPart 
OryatM VoyagaY (I® 74 ) 

SKY PREMIER _ 

aOOmtThe Kami* Wd 
^ TWng You W PCJJMg 

(47394) iooo 

(1988) (10019) 12- 00 The Kam 
(IBM (33145) 

flW) 

BSHfettS 


SKY MQVIEMAX, - 


(1973) (73482) 700 WWta Dwarf (1895) 
(S43SCC32) 9.15 No Mora Bathal U (1997) 
153236077) 11.00 Buy Mo in Niagara 
(1«M) 170068) l-OOprnB-tttetorlha 
Planet ol lha Apes 300 

White Dwarf (1995) (43339) 500 No 
More Baths! u (1997) 181619) 700 
P-Jtevtow (5315) 7J0 UK Top 10 ( IPS) 
a 00 Pennies Fatates: Sm*a 
«313) BOO Cheoch «nd ChootfB Ttw 
Corsican Brothers (1984) 168597)_ 10-00 
Bulletproof (1996) (480996111105 Twin 
Town (1997) (974401) 1.05»n tow Krays 
(1989) (744813) 305 See No EW, Hear 
No Ev9 (1989) 1365246011 

SKY CINEMA __ 

400 Gunga Din (1939} (16XW) ROD 
The Naked Runner (1967) (8SG0M8j1800 
I Wale toe Lina (1970) £”69663 1AOT 
Days of Glory (1044) (9332961 j IIOO 
Hbrattwn Han (1978) (7744940^ 1 
Pony Express P953) (8337676) 300Top 
Hat (1935) (10601849) 

TUT _.— 

BOOpm WCW Nltro (70901935) 1105 
WCW Ttejnder (58605226) 1.15am The 
SW(1WS) (007477951 300 MOW 
Hue! Fail (19S4) 16061364b| 500 Close 

SKY SPORTS 1 _. 

6 JOam (Hwres n Sport 7^ Sporte Ceme 

7.15 Wresting a15 

Raorc Hw- 900 Aflctacs 9 00 fean lsti 

Fiitixe 1200 AHOMS 1200 pm Fod- 
hn«!. esxfi 1M Fultid Mundlal 130 WW 
fS ail Fcrrmia M 230 
UUalARBDn r 300 Rud3Y CW3 4.3 0 TlW* 
WotTspwi 5J0 Whal A Weekfind BOO 
TOO Speedy 

cryift 1000 Spoilt Centre 110Q HoWltee 

King 3.00 M Cup FfilXban 

SKY SPORTS 2 . - - 

7.00am AeroOics 7 JO Spots CertreTOS 
Raaw 8.15 Formula Three 8.45 SpcrtS 

sjjo Spons C-onfrd 


SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1100am Futures n Sport 1200 Trans 
Wortd Spon 1.00pm ReWng aoo Bobby 
Chaiton's Fooibal Scrapbook 3J0 Rebel 
TV 400 MolorEport 4J0 Fbnriia Three 
500 H20 5J0 Wortd Sport 600 Max Power 
700 Rebel TV 7 JO made the Sonar PGA 
Tan BOO World Sport BJO H20 900 M« 
Po*et 1000 Wresting 

EUROSPORT _ 

7 JOam Fui Sports 800 Bobsled BJO 
Luge 900 WagWUllng 1100 Uva 
SnnTOootins 1200 Ltve Tennis 1 JOptn 
Uve waaMUUng 8^46 Tennis BJO Live 
W&gmMimg 5J0 Live Teums 700 Live 
Waghttung 800 Bcenng 9.00 LMa 
Super cross 1100 Extreme Sports 

UK GOLD __ 

7O0wn CroGsroeda 7 JO Neighbours 705 
6astEnders BJO The BBI BJO. Bergerac 
1030 Angels 1100 DaSas 1105 Nagh- 
bours 1225(80 EastEhdars 100 AM 
Brava 200 Dates 2JS5 Thu B* 305 
Bernerac 405 EastEndera S.30 Angels 
5.00 Due South 700 Last ol toe Summer 
Wine 7 JO It AinT HaB HOL Mum BOO Opcxt 
AS Hours 800 Men Behaving Badly 9,40 
Airi Wiedffsetm Pat 1045 Wh«e«f 
Happened (o ttw Likely Lads? 1IJ5 The 88 
12J5am Dr Who 300 ShOKXng 

GRANADA PLUS _ 

6.00am Tto Bctt 700 Doctor »i Tha House 
7 JO Ftmn Sireel BOO Surgical SpW BJO A 
Fme Romance 900 CoronalJon Si 900 
Emmenjaie Farm 1000 The Avengers 
1100 Man n a Sufcese 1200 Coronadon 
St 1230pm EmmertWe Farm 100 E 1 tti 
Focus 1 JO Second Thoughts 200 kiside 
TTwryscmething 34)0 The A«ngem 400 
San 500 Man fct a Suitcase 600 
Fnrnadale Farm fiJO Coronation St 700 
0 H Focus TOO SflCOnO ThOugto 800 

Avenoars 900 Cm onoton SI 9J0 Hate and 

Pace 1800 The ComflOans 10J0 
WheekBppers and Shunters 


5 , 00 pm Whai'B CoofcngT 5J0 SaPorlovwi 
600 London Bridge830Pull the Oihar One 
700 Been 800 SttiQ Hooters 900 Lave 
Huu 1000 That'S Love 10J0 The Good 
Sex Qude Abroad 11.00 Ga Back 11 JO 
My Two Wives 1200 PUI the Other One 
1230 am Us and Them 1.00 Tales d the 
Unexpected 1 JO Tales d U» Unaxpaded 





The city of Los Angeles faces destruction in the shape of an 
unexpected eruption In the disaster thriller, Volcano (Box Office 2) 


DISNEY CHANNEL 

600am Bear In tha ftg Blue House 840 
Gumml Bean 700 Abdchn 7JS 101 
Dalmatoo 800 God Troop BJO TVnan 
and Amina 845 Wimaihe Pooh 900 
Spot 905 Animal Shelf 815 Pocket 
Dragons BJO Bear in the Big BU9 House 
BJSB The Toottonali fttmly TOOO Bte to 
1815 Tote TV 10J0 LeTS Wlggtel 10J5 

The Big Garage 1850 P Band JOtter 11OO 
Sesame Street 1200 The Advwilurss of 
Spot 1205pm Anmal Shelf 1815 Pocket 
Dr^ons 12 J 0 Bear it lha Big Blue House 
185Sn»T00lN)njSh FamfyUB BieSizs 
1.15 Tots 7V f JO Let's Wggtt! 1-3S The 
Big Garage 100 PB and J Oder800Winnie 
the Pooh 2J0 Quack Pack 300 The Lille 
Mfltmad 3J0 Tenon and Punbaa 846 
Aladdin 4.10 101 Oamttans 440 Ah 
Attack 500 Smart Guy 830 ucrosoap 
5v45 Recess 800 Tha Wondar Years BJO 
Boy Meets Wfaricf 700 Pepper Ann 7.1S 
BratherV Love 705 Mcrosoap BOO ftfUrib 
The Grtoma-Moblte p967) 830 

Mctoso^>ia00Cio9e 

FOX WPS NETWORK 
gooem Power Rangers Turin 830 Poimr 


Rangers Turbo 700 Mortal Knrabat 7 JO 
Donkey Kong Courary 800 Goossbunp6 
830 Beetieborga MetaUx 800 Masted 
Refer BJO The hcradbie Hu* 1000 Iran 
Man 1030 X4ten 11.00 Spderman 11 JO 
Lite wlh Louie 1200 Acsventra 12J0pm 
Casper 1845 Toonsyfemia ion Sam and 
Max 1.18 Home lb Rant 1 JO The Incradlbfe 
Hu* 200 kon Man 830 X-Men 300 
Spttfetman 3J0 Roy and Lisa's Big Ride 
3^ Mortal Kontta 400 X-Men 500 
GooGebunps 830 Eerie. Indiana 800 
Donkey Kang Gauntly 830 Mowgl' Trie 
Jungle Bodk 

NICKELODEON __ 

800 am Fraggte Rock 830 Muppet Bdbies 
700 Hey Airaktt 7 JO Rufats 800 Doug 
830 Amur 900 C8BC 10.00 Wtmne's 
House 1030 Babar 11.00 Magic School 
Bus 11 JO PB Beorftror Sw Engma/Magc 
Mountan/Captain PugworiVOscar and. 
1200 RUtyaE 12 J 0 ptn Bbe'S CSueS f .00 
Bananas n pyjamas 1 JO bflfe Bear Stones 
800 Rocky and the DodDe/BagpusEAfr 
Men 2J0 C8BC 300 C88C 330 Angry 
Beavers 400 Cadog 430 Rugrate 800 
Sister Sister 5J0 Kenan and Kai 600 
Sabnna tha Teenage Widi 830 Moesha 


TROUBLE _ 

700 Caffbmfa Dreams 7JO Hang Time 
&« Saved by the Bafl BJO USA High BOO 
Heartbreak Htrfi 1000 Sma 1030 
Hottyoak3 11 JO Sweet VaUey Htft 11 JO 
USA high 1200 Ready or Nor 1230pm 
Sweat 1 oo Heartbreak tttfi200 Hoflyoaks 
230 Csffibmia Dreams 800 Ready or Nol 
3J0 USA high 400 The Fresh Prince ol 
BeF Air 4jo Si trie House SOO Sweet Vaftey 
High 530 Hang Time BOO Saved by the 
Ben 030 Movies. Garnes and videos 700 
si tha House 730 Fresh Prmce 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

500 Croasmts £45 Fanrfy Fortunes 630 
Catchphrase 7.15 100 Per Cant 7J5 Tha 
Crystal Maze 815 Strike « Lucky 1800 
Endurance UK 1045 The Center 1130 
Carnal Knowledge 1230am Treasure Has 
1 JO Second Guess 230 Studs 230 Famly 
Fortunes 800 Endurance UK 330 Blocfc- 
Dusters 400 RtlBerHoOie 430 Gm US a 
Ctue 500 Shopping wlh Screenshop 

BRAVO _ 

BOO The Extremes 830 Bushido 900 
LAP.D. 930 Caps 1800 Extreme Chemp- 
lormp Wresting 1030 Scary Sex 1100 
FILM: CtmnRMl Women In the Avocado 
Jingle of Death (1989) l.fltam Sex Bytes 
135 Seay Sac Sew SOS Drama 200 
Extreme Ctenp'onsrrp Wrestling 830 
Tepdcab C u ife sd ons 400 Sex Bytes 4 JO 
Hafen Skipping Housewives 5.00 Freaky 
Stones 5J0 Bushido 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7O0pm Quetess 7JO Desmonds BOO 
Ftoseanna 830 Just Shorn Mb 900 Elen 
BJO Semteid lOOO RUt This Is Spiral 
Tap 1984 11-45 Lancetei Unk Secret 
Chntp 12.00 LBfe Nhght writ Dorid 
Lawman 100am Sfedgsisynmef 1JQ 
Tha Critic200 Dr Katz 2J0 Soap 300 Qkb 
on Top 3J0 400 Oose 

THE SCLFl CHANNEL 

900 Battfartar Gatac±ca 10J0 Quantum 
Leap 1100 Dark Shadows 1130 Tha Ray 
Bradbuy ThsalG 1200 The TtMlghi Zone 
100pm Tates of As Unexpected 1 JO Tates 
ol 9te Unexpected 200 Max Fteadroom 
300 Sattsslar Gaiedics 400 Amaong 
Stories 430 Mysteries. Ma0c and Mhactes 
500 Sightings 800 The ftay Bradbury 
Theatre 830 New Allred HBchmck 700 
Quartun Leap BOO Amaartfl Stories BJO 


highlander 930 Tomb Raida Special 
1800 FUJI: Tank GH (1995) 1200 FILM: 
Wicked CBy (1993) I^Oem ScFFI Chan- 
rat Special 200 Tench) Muyo2J0 Tates o t 
the Unexpected 300 Ctow 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

400 The Joy ol Panting 430 Gatfener's 
Dory SOO Garden Doctors &30 Theea Four 
Wells BOO Roc Hunt's Fishing Adventures 
S30 The Fumftra Guys 730 Home Agan 
730 Roan ter m^rovemera B.00 
CookaDoul 830 te trie Workshop 9JJ0 Th)s 
Old House 930 The Dtcemai 1800 Two's 
Country 1030 Hamnur I Home 1130 
Home Again 1130 Room ter Improvement 

DISCOVERY _ 

400 Roc Hun Flaring Wortd 4J0 Whew 
Nuts500 Fire: raghfi 530Anctert Wtirrtors 
800 Animal Doctor 630 Orcatr KBerc l 
Have Known 7 JO Beyond 2000 800 The 
Best d Discovery The Mosquito Story 800 
Crocodle Hurtw 1800 The Great Egyp¬ 
tians 1130 The Century ol Warfare 1200 
Real Labs: Birtft of a Salesman lOOsm 
Ftet Fighte 1 JO Wheel Nus 200 Close 

ANIMAL PLANET _ 

800am Harry's Practice 830 Krafts 
Creatures 700 Prattles of Nature 800 
HumanMahse 900 Hetty's Practice 9J0 
Animal Rarw Classes 10J0 WM)ife SOS 
1100 Zoo Stay 1 1 JO wwite SOS 1200 

wad Sanduanas 1230pm Blue Reel 
Adventures 10O Anlma Doctor 1 JO Nature 
watch with Julian Petite 200 Wldrte 
Rescue 230HumaVNattie830Zoo Slay 
400 Jack Hanna's Zoo Lite 430 WkJHe 
SOS 500 Harry's Practice 530 Nature 
Wstoi ninth JiAan Petite 800 Krtfl’s 
Cmslues 830 Lassie 700 Anttnal Plana 
Classics 800 Animal Doctor 830 WJt) at 
Heart BOO WMWb Days 9J0 Emergency 
vets 1Q-00 espu 1030 Nature's Babes 
1130 Emergency Vets 12000oee 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

TOO Search for the Gnat Apes 800 Bund 
LeBdng the BSnd 900 Spunky Monkey 
830 A Ltiwfs Summer 1008 Among the 
Wild Chimpanzees 11.00 Stranded 11J0 
Btg Guy The Ftanda Pauhet 1200 Out of 
the Mettng Pol 12J0om As I Wasni in the 
Begtnrang lOOCtoee 


1200 Secrete 0( hdte 12S 
Saterts 100 Travel Uve 1.30 


Burt Well 2J0 The Favours Ol France 230 
Tread The Med 300 Great Austrafan Tram 
Journeys 400 Go 2 4 JO The Wonderful 
World Of Tom 5JH Sports Setets SJO 
Secrets Ol India 8.00 Origtna With Burl Wok 
BJO On Tour 7.00 Trarel Liw Slop The 
Week 200 Hoftdey Mate 830 Go 2 sum 
Great Ausoakan Train Journeys 1800 
Tread The Med 1830 The Wonderful World 
Ol Tom IIjOO Travel Live' Slop The Week 
12.00 Ctese 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4jOO caw Vte 530 Modem Marvels 800 
Anders Mysteries 7.00 Brute Force 7 JO 
Haunted )«stay 800 Qose 

CARLTON FOOD [CABLE] 

200am Food Network Daly 230 Food ter 
Thought 1800 Fra Taste 1030 Worm! 
Thompson Cooks 1130 What's Cooking? 
11 JO Caron's Kitchen Cortege 12J0 Food 
Nsluoriv Daly 1230pm Jotny Bristow's 
Country CooMng 1.00 Food ter Though! 
130 An Umbrian Kitchen 200 Home 

Shappug 230 Food Network Daly 3.00 
For Better. For Wares 330 CowjTs Kitchen 
Cotege 430 Antony's Morocco 430 Chef 

tar a Day GjOO Close 

LIVING _ 

800em Try living 9.00 The Roseanne 
Show 250 Jeny Springer 1030 Mtehaef 
Cole 11 JO The Heat IS On 1800 Lwng 
Issues 1230pm Rescue till 130 Ready, 
Steady, Cook 1J5 Can't Cook. Wort Cook 
209 Rdknfe 235 Living d Upl 855 The 
Rosesma Show 845 Tempest) 535 Can't 
Cook, Worfl Cook 810 Jeny Springer 730 
Rescue 911 730 floyontf Belief: Fact or 
Ftcbon 800 Adrenalin Junkies 200 FILM: 
Colour Me Perfect (1996) 1130 Tha Sea 
Bw 1230 O08© 

ZEE TV _ 

BJMamEtroZrxfetffiJOZseHeallhShow 

730 Jaegrai 7 JO Now800Aap Ki Adatet 
830 Maigarfia 200 Adtefer 1800 Paihar 
1130 Zakn Kfl Safer 1130 Parampera 
1230 Hindi FIM Heere Mot) 330pm 
Kaachi Dhoop 3J0 Fttrrt Baateki 430 
Campus 430 Zee Zona 530 AmanaJ 800 
Alia of me Fortnight &30 Zee and You: 
Shcmsie 730 Chasma Baddtxtr 730 
Entertstfiment Express 800 News 830 
Aashtewsd 930 FILM: Purana Msnrft 930 
Hints Movie 1800 FILM. Vohrtsh Dert 
1030 Asrtl Gwife SJDOaa Just No Problem 
BJOSaRaGaNa 
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RUGBY 49 

Magic all the way: 
how McLaren’s voice 
makes the difference 


SPORT 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 13 1998 


ICE SKATING 50 

Only 14 but ready 
to compete with 
the best in the land 



Manager resigns post after failing to maintain the quality of Mersey 

Tears as 
Evans 
laments 
leaving of 
Liverpool 


Tt,,. 

,S*iI§®0i§d 


By Stephen Wood 


THE boot-room that became 
part of the folklore of English 
football, let alone at Anfield. 
was demolished six years ago 
but. since then, its spirit had 
survived with the managerial 
reign of Roy Evans. Yesterday, 
however, as Evans left the club 
that has been his employer for 
34 years, tradition was swept 
away on a wave of emotion. 

Evans relinquished his 
position as joint-manager of 
Liverpool by mutual consent, 
leaving Gerard Houllier. his 
partner, to assume sole con¬ 
trol. Houllier. the Frenchman, 
is the first foreigner to lead Liv¬ 
erpool. but he acknowledged 
the importance of the dub’s 
past by appointing Phil 
Thompson, the former Liver¬ 
pool captain, as his assistant. 

The scenario had been ex¬ 
pected, the intensity of events 
yesterday Jess so. In a bizarre 
changing of the guard, Evans 
delivered his valedictory mes¬ 
sages before being driven 
away through the Shankly 
Gates; moments later Houllier 
arrived to take the seat he had 
vacated at the press 
conference. 

David Moores, the Liver¬ 
pool chainman, was the com¬ 
mon bond between the two 
briefings. Close friends since 
Evans* arrival at Anfieid in 
1964 as a player. Moores 
sounded thoroughly sick at 
what he was having to do. 

it could hardly have escaped 
Evans’s notice that the venue 
for this public split was the 


trophy room, underneath the 
main stand. Evans managed 
to add just one piece of silver¬ 
ware to it. the League Cup in 
1995. and that return put him 
on borrowed time. 

In a touching tribute, 
Moores insisted he could “talk 
for hours about Roy and his re¬ 
spect for him”, before Evans 
himself tried to explain how it 
had come to this. The decision 
by the Liverpool board to cre¬ 
ate a dual managership sys¬ 
tem became reality when Houl¬ 
lier joined, amid smiles and 
confidence, in July of this year. 

However, in die past month 
it appears that Evans realised 
it would not work. ‘The logis¬ 
tics were not right,” he said, "it 
was not a personal problem be¬ 
tween Gerard and I, only that 
the players and other mem¬ 
bers of staff did not know who 
was running the team. 

“We tried our hardest to 
make it work, and the players 
were totally committed in that 
time, but I felt that it would be 
beneficial for die future of this 
dub if one man was charge. 
Results have been poor recent¬ 
ly, so I let my feelings be 
known to the board of direc¬ 
tors. I do not believe 1 have 
been a failure, but the success 
we achieved was not enough 
for Liverpool.” 

Evans, tearful when he was 
asked what he would do now. 
made it dear he would not 
disrupt Houllier’s working 
fife, something Bob Paisley 
had a problem with after 
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No 1562 


ACROSS 

7 Front; warning shout (4) 

8 In a third stage (8) 

9 A US state; a creeper (8) 

10 Walk (through stream) ft) 

11 Handcart (6) 

13 Tilled glass; protection on 
car (6) 

15 Regular correspondent (33) 
17 Preserve (body) (6) 

19 Slide out of control (4) 

21 Three-panel altar-piece (8) 

23 Russian alphabet (8) 

24 Very eager (4) 


DOWN 
J Ponder (8) 

2 Union (of eg companies) (6) 

3 Knock unconscious (4) 

4 Introductory statement (8) 

5 N American tent (6) 

6 Goad, poke (4) 

12 Behave with pride fl.4) 

14 Choosing best bom various 
sources (8) 

16 Language mixture (6) 

15 Divulge: be disloyal to (6) 

20 Florida islands: diatonic 

scales (4) 

22 One needing scratch (4) 



Moores, the Liverpool chairman and a dose friend of Evans, looks on as the manager says an emotional farewell. Photograph: Dave Kendall 


succeeding Bill Shankly. 
Evans was offered another 
role at the dub. but he turned 
it down. T thought it best to 
make a dean break.” he said, 
“ft would be easy to be a ghost 
on the wall, but perhaps it 
would be best, especially for 
me, if 1 got away from it all for 
a while.” 

He explained that his good¬ 
byes with the players, at the 
Melwood training ground, 
had been brief, so high was 
the level of emotion. Evans 
was a popular man. but his af¬ 
fection towards the players 
who let him down so often 
probably hastened his 
departure. 

Evans has become, there¬ 
fore. the last manager to grad¬ 
uate from the Anfieid boot- 
room, an institution developed 
by Shankly. the manager of 
Liverpool from 1959 to 1974. 
His successors. Paisley, Joe Fa¬ 
gan, Kenny Dalglish and 
Graeme Souness, were all 
steeped in its history. 

Houllier ushered in a new 
era solemnly. “This is the sad¬ 
dest moment of my short time 
at Liverpool.” he said. “Roy 


came into the office for the last 
time and it was very moving. 1 
feel sorry for him because he 
was so dedicated to this dub. 
The last message he had was 
for the players to keep their 
heads up and to be successful 
here — that was all he ever 
wanted ” 

Houllier told Moores that 
he wanted someone with a 
“Liverpool heart” as his assist¬ 
ant and Thompson's name 
was put forward. “I had a call 
on my mobile from the chair¬ 
man, just before I was due fo 
play five-a-side with some oth¬ 
er former players," Thompson 
said. “1 was shocked when 1 
was offered the job. but it is the 
greatest day of my life.” 

Thompson was sacked as re¬ 
serve team coach by Souness 
in 1992 His return is motivat¬ 
ed by the need to instil disci¬ 
pline and passion into the 
team, but it was a strange 
sight as his presence dominat¬ 
ed Houllier at the press confer¬ 
ence. Houllier admitted he did 
not know Thompson, but said: 
“There is only one manager 
now, and we will not be mak¬ 
ing die same mistake." 
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BIB Shankly Bob Paisley Joe Fagan Kenny Danish Graeme Souness 
1959-74 1974-83 198385 198591 199194 


Roy Evans 
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White is 
banned 
for 16 
weeks 

By Aiasdair Reid 


JASON WHITE, the Glasgow 
Caledonians flanker, has been 
banned from rugby for 16 
weeks after being found guilty 
of stamping on the head of 
Braam van Straaten, the 
South African stand-off haft 
during the match at Firhill on 
Tuesday evening. 

The sentence, which will 
keep White. 20. out of rugby 
until March 2 next year, was 
handed down by the match 
commissioner, Allan Hosie, at 
a disciplinary hearing at Mur- 
ravfield yesterday. 

White had been died by the 
South Africans for illegal use 
I of the boot after an incident in 
the 65th minute. A BBC record¬ 
ing of the game showed that 
I his foot had come down on the 
head of the grounded Van 
Straaten, piercing his head 
guard. 

In upholding the charge, 
and delivering a sentence al¬ 
most twice as long as the rec¬ 
ommended minimum 60 
days. Hosie rejected the de¬ 
fence of White that the contact 
had been accidental. 

Hosie. the former interne 
tional referee who is chairman 
of the Five Nations Commit¬ 
tee. was also critical of the war 
of words that had broken out 
after the incident. 

“I don’t want to comment on 
the sentence directly.” he said, 
"but I’d like to observe that 
comments attributed to cer¬ 
tain personnel connected with 
both teams in advance of the 
disciplinary hearing were mis¬ 
guided and misplaced, and 
should not happen again." 

The obvious target of Ho¬ 
pe's words is Nick Mallet, the 
South African coach, who 
spoke openly and angrily 
about the incident immediate¬ 
ly after the match. 

David Jordan, the Caledoni¬ 
ans chief executive, last night 
expressed astonishment that 
his side had also attracted the 
wrath of the official. 1 thought 
we conducted ourselves in a 
perfectly dignified fashion.” he 
said. Jordan confirmed that an 
appeal would be lodged, but re¬ 
fused to say whether it would 
be against the verdict itself or 
the length of sentence. 

White, who has captained 
Scotland at schools and age- 
group levels, has been widely 
tipped to become a full interna¬ 
tional player in the future. 
Arthob Petersen, the Spring¬ 
boks manager, said: “We are 
satisfied. The team now wants 
to put this unfortunate inci¬ 
dent behind us." 


Schmeichel makes last shout 

I Bosnich steps u Rob Hughes on the goalkeeper’s 

shadow of Peter Sch- . i.„„. n ij r,-, came, he said, from knowing 

meichel as Manchester CleaSlOn LO leave UlCi IraiTOra what real life was like. The son 


SOLUTION TO NO 1561 

ACROSS: 3 Amicable 7 Stolen 8 Flying 9 Gateau 
10Purdah II Page 13Three 15Girl 17Creepy 
IS Acuity 19 Action 20 Hubris 21 Threnody 
DOWN: 1 Strata 2 Allege 3 Anguish 4 Collude 5 Brindisi 
6 Eggshell ! I Penchant 12 Go-getter 13 Typhoon 14 Empathy 
15 Grubby 16 Retain 
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I f. as expected. Mark 
Bosnich steps into the 
shadow of Peter Sch- 
meichel as Manchester 
United goalkeeper after this 
season, his task wifi be to fill 
not only the boots of one of the 
biggest athletes in football, but 
also to replace a perfectionist 
Schmeichel announced yes¬ 
terday, one week shy of his 
35th birthday, that he asked to 
be released from the most cov¬ 
eted goalkeeping role in Eng¬ 
land. He is not retiring; rather 
he hopes to prolong his career 
by moving abroad, probably 
to France, where there is more 
time between matches, a less 
severe regimen to England’s, 
which is so tough on nerve 
and sinew and concentration. 

He is honest, enough to say 
that the back, the joints, the 
hamstrings cannot now re¬ 
spond to the standards he and 
United have set one another. 
England’s mania for more 
games, more pay-nights, is at 
odds with his encroaching 
years, and rather than wait 
while his reputation wilts, he 
has called time on a chapter of 
achievement. 

Good for him, and good for 
United that they will allow 
him to go without fee. This al¬ 
lows him to negotiate terms 
that will enrich his final sport 1 
ing years possibly more than 
United’s pay structure per¬ 
mits; a loyalty pay-off in these 
increasingly disloyal post-Bos¬ 


nian days. The signs were be¬ 
coming writ large. Errors 
were seeping into his game, no¬ 
tably the rash misunderstand¬ 
ing when he rushed off his line 
and into the back of Jaap 
Siam, costing Manchester a 
Champions 1 League victory in 
Munich a month ago. Besides, 
it is a goalkeeper’s job to have 
eyes and ears everywhere, and 
age cannot have wearied Sch¬ 
meichel so much that he hasn’t 
heard or read that Bosnich is 
fo walk out on Aston Villa next 
spring, probably lined up for 
OldTrafford. 

Olympique Marseilles and 
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Schmeichel: feeling his age 


AS Monaco are two dubs 
ready to take Schmeichel to 
the French Riveira where 
warmer winds soothe athletic 
limbs, and where the spare be¬ 
tween games has a far more re¬ 
cuperative rhythm. 

“I’m enjoying the game as 
much as ever.” Schmeichel 
said yesterday, “but it’s getting 
harder to keep pace. I need to 
train more than ever, and to 
prepare properly I need more 
time between games than I 
can get in England. I certainly 
need more than 12 days’ sum¬ 
mer holiday.” 

Alex Ferguson, who paid 
Brondby £550,000 for Sch¬ 
meichel in August 1991. de¬ 
scribes the big. blond Dane as 
“a major player in United’s suc¬ 
cess ... an inspiration and an 
influence to everyone." The 
style of that “influence" could 
look fearfully belligerent and 
some players dubbed Sch¬ 
meichel "The German" for his 
constant shouts that could al¬ 
most sear the numbers off 
their backs. 

Yet with him, they lifted the 
albatross that had denied Unit¬ 
ed the league title for 26 years 
— in less than a quarter of that 
time Schmeichel has been a 
championship winner four 
times and won the FA Cup 


twice. The hunger to achieve, 
and to repeat the achievement 
came, he said, from knowing 
what real life was like. The son 
of a professional musician, Pe¬ 
ter Schmeichel was an ap¬ 
prentice carpet fitter, a sales¬ 
man. a deaner until, at 24, he 
became a full-time goalkeeper. 
The towering ego on the field 
contrasts to a polite, thought¬ 
ful Scandivanian manner 
away from competition. He 
roomed with Eric Cantona 
and shared hours with the 
Frenchman at the chess board. 

We glimpsed his compassion¬ 
ate side when he attended to 
David Buust after a shattered 
broken leg ended the career of 
the Coventry City defender in 
Schmeichel’s goalmouth. More 
private is Schmeichel the fami¬ 
ly man. who plays the piano for 
relaxation, and who reflected re¬ 
cently: "1 was pointing nul on a 
map to my son, Kasper, all the 
countries I'd been too when (re¬ 
alised 1 oould hardly tell him 
about anything other than ho¬ 
tels and stadiums" 

Spoken with a Mancunian 
accent the legacy of his time at 
Old Trafford. Schmeichel has 
half a year more to add a fifth 
championship, maybe a Euro¬ 
pean Cup. and possibly pass 
the 350-a!ppearance milestone 
with Manchester United. His 
release, however, is not an end¬ 
ing: Schmeichel has 107 caps 
for Denmark, and every inten¬ 
tion of adding to them. 
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